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ADVERTISEMENT. 



X HE present edition of the Life of Dean Colet has 
been undertaken by the Del^ates of the Clarendon 
Press, at the soUdtation of several distinguished per- 
sons connected with St. PauFs School. The original 
edition having been long out of print, it was sug- 
gested, that a new one would be acceptable to the 
public at large, but particularly so to those persons 
educated on Dean Colet's foundation; and accord- 
ingly it has been deemed expedient to reprint Dr. 
Knight's Life without alteration. Manifest errors 
however have been corrected, the references verified, 
and the quotations, and records in the Appendix, 
collated. A few notes bare \}^n^mde^:l^iom the 
mai^ins of copies in the BcNJleutn^LibFary, and the 
Index enlarged. ; .- ».- -- - ^'] 

The Plates have been entii'ejy ; cb^engr^ved ; and 
the Delegates have to acknowledge a donation of an 
hundred guineas from the Mercers' Company, for 
that purpose, which has materially lessened the price 
of the publication. 

June 6, 1823. 
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TO 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

SPENCER COMPTON, ESQ. 

SPEAKER TO THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SlE, 

JL OUR known affection to St. Paul's school em* 
boldens ine to beg your patronage to the ensuing 
Life of our great founder, dean Colet ; who, as he 
deserved weU of mankind in general, so of those 
more espedallj who have had the happiness of 
being educated in his school: the which, among 
other great names, has reason to boast of you, as one 
of its chief worthies. Your great abilities havie ren- 
dered you very eminently serviceable to the public 
in a post of great honour ; and how well you have 
acquitted yourself in it, the universal sufirages of a 
British parliament have abundantly testified, by 
choosing you this second time to preside over them. 
I know your great load of public cares wiU not 
allow you much time for reading the many books 
with which the press is continually teeming; but 
when your leisure wiU permit you to relax from 
your more weighty business, you will not perhaps 
think it labour quite lost, to look back upon that 
time when religion and learning did, after many 
and great struggles, get the better of ignorance and 
superstition, and in which you will find dean Colet 

« 

to have made a glorious stand in defence of the 
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vi THE DEDICATION. 

truth. But I shall not forestal any part of the 
ensuing narrative ; which, as I designed it for the 
honour of our school, so I hope it will not be 
ungrateful to our schoolfellows in general. We 
have lately lost two persons of the most exalted 
stations that our school could glory in, viz.^ the 
dukes of Marlborough and Manchester : from whom, 
as we have had many instances of favour, we might 
(if they had lived longer) have expected more. But 
we have stiU a patron in you, who (we doubt not) 
will go on to countenance every thing that tends to- 
wards the honour and benefit of St. Paul's school. 
In confidence of which, I beg leave to subscribe my. 

self. 

Sir, 

Your most obliged, 

humble servant, 

SAMUEL KNIGHT. 



PREFATORY EPISTLE 



TO THB 



MASTER, WARDENS, AND ASSISTANTS OF THE 
WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF MERCERS, 

(jENTLEMEN, 

As our good founder, dean Ccdet, thought jou 
worthy of the patronage of one of the best endowed 
schools in this kingdom ; and as you have all along 
with great care discharged that trust, and for above 
two hundred years have given sufficient proofs that 
jQur ccMnpany have been ambitious of letting the 
world see, that dean Colet knew what he did when 
he chose you to this honour ; I could not, upon so 
feir an opportunity, but make this honourable men- 
tion of you. It is a very melancholy reflection, that 
ther^ should be so many charitable donations that 
prove abortive through the mismanagement (not to 
3ay worse) of those to whose care they have been 
intrusted : but amidst alt the sad havock that has 
been made of such good designs, St. Paul's school 
has always kept up its reputation, and will (I hope) 
be always a lasting monument of your company's 
care and integrity. Who then can envy you the 
{Measure of seeing the happy fruits of your labour, 
md the plentiful harvest which the world hath re- 
ceived from this fruitful seminary of religion and 
learning by your means ? And I doubt not, but that 
God's blessing, which maketh rich, ha& been plenti- 
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viii A PREFATORY EPISTLE. 

fully bestowed upon you, for your very great regard 
to the trust reposed in you by so great and so good 
a man : and that as your company have, so they al- 
ways will, look upon the solemnity of those words in 
his statutes, wherein he commits this charge unto 
you, with that due regard, that you may not only 
avoid the horrid consequences of ever hereaRer be- 
traying your trust, but also reap both now and ever 
the blessings he mentions, as inducements to your 
faithfulness to that foundation; for which he was 
contented, even in his lifetime, almost to strip him- 
self of his veiy patrimony, and to make himself poor 
for its more liberal endowment. His words are very 
expressive, especially where we find him " calling 
the dredefuU God to loke upon them (the mercers) 
in all suche besynesse and exorting them to feare 
" the terrible judgement of God which seeth in 
darknesse and shall render to every man accord- 
ing to his workes and finally prapng the great 
** Lorde of mercye for the3rre fay thfiil dealing in 
this matter now and alwaye to send unto them in 
this worlde muche wealthe and prosperyte and 
after this lyfe much joye and glorye." And of this 
he seemed so well assured, that in the paragraph 
wherein he gives liberty to declare the statutes, i. e. 
provide against their insufficiency, or, for good rea- 
sons, make any alteration for the better, (a power 
not often lodged in trustees' hands,) he tells the 
world, that he did it ** in consideration of the assured 
** truthe and circumspect wkdome and faythfull 
** goodnes of the most honest and substantial felow- 
" shippe of the mercery of London to whome I have 
(says he) commytted all the care of the schoole 
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A PREFATORY EPISTLE. ix 

" and also belevyng verely that they shall allwaye 
" drede the great wrath of God." The words are 
so very weighty and solemn, that they need no com- 
ment: may they be as effectual hereafter as they 
have hitherto been, and your company can never 
want the honour they deserve. As to my own part, 
gratitude obliges me to make this public acknow- 
ledgment, since I am not only descended from your 
worshipful company, by my father's having. the ho- 
nour to be free of it, but more especially for the in- 
valuable benefit I have received by my education in 
this your ^hool. That you may live and flourish 
under the auq)icious guidance of a good Providence, 
and as you bear the first place in rank and credit 
amongst all the companies of the greatest trading 
and most wealthy dty in Europe, so that you may 
hand down the same privileges and advantages to 
your successors, when you are gone to reap the re- 
wards of being faithful stewards in a better world, 
is the hearty and sincere wish of 

Your most obliged, 

humble servant, 

S. K. 



THE 



INTRODUCTION. 



X HOUGH it may possibly be thought, by some less cu^ 
rious persons, a needless undertaking to write the Life of 
Dean Colet, who lived above two centuries ago, even before 
the blessed reformation of religion in this nation, especially 
since there have been some short essays of this nature aU 
ready published : to obviate any objection of this nature, I 
shall cHiIy observe, that if there were no particular obligi^ 
tions to revive the memory of him, by reason of the noble 
foundation of his school, yet he was so considerable a man 
in other respects, that we cannot think it will be unaccept- 
able to the public, to give a more full character of Um 
than has been done as yet by any that have undertaken it* 
Indeed we find only loose and scattered memorials pf him^ 
and withal so much conciseness, so many very material cir<* 
cumstances omitted, so many facts (if touched upon) yet 
not pursued or set in a proper light, that the writers seemed 
to have had nothing more in view than just to let us know 
that there was once such a person living. But sure so great 
a man, as he will appear to be by the following narrative, 
deserves more than a bare remembrance, and merited too 
well of mankind to be put off with so slight a history. So 
much is mentioned by some of these writers as may help us 
to form an imperfect idea of him, but not enough to sadafy 
an inquisitive reader. I have therefore ventured upon larger 
memoirs of dean Colet, collected from the most authentic 
accounts of that time; and have diligently searched into 
the writings of his contemporaries, and from them illustrated, 
the following Life. And here I must own, with the utmost 
gratitude, that I bave received great assistance and encou-. 
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ragement from the right reverend White, lord bishop of 
Peterborough; who, by furnishing me with his very va- 
luable collections, engaged me first in paying this debt of 
gratitude to the noble founder of St. Paul'^s school, wherein 
I had the happiness of a good part of my education. But 
this was not the only, though the chief motive to this work. 
There is no period of time deserves more, and yet is so little 
known in our English history, as the fifty years preceding 
the reformation, which include the latter part of Henry 
VII. and the beginning of Henry VIII.'*s reign : in which 
time true religion and useful learning were just dawning 
upon the world, and the great Erasmus and his friend dean 
Colet, the great foreruimers of the reformation, flourished. 
Of this time there is little to be met with in any of our 
printed books. I thought therefore this defect might be 
in some measure supplied in the Life of Dean Colet: whom^ 
though I cannot call a protestant, yet certainly he did great 
setvice towards the reformation ; and what he suffered by 
doing his duty, and speaking his mind freely, sufficiently 
testifies his sincerity: for it cannot possibly be thought . 
otherwise, if we consider how warmly, in his sermon before 
the convocation, he attacks the corrupt clergy of his time; 
for which freedom of speech he was never forgiven by 
them, though other reasons were pretended for their ill 
usage of him. One would wonder, that almost all the ac^ 
ccnint that we have of so considerable a person is from that 
learned foreigner Erasmus, who had experienced his fat^ ' 
vours while he sojourned here in England : but as he had 
left England many years before Colef s death, and hia 
friends were too slack in sending in their materials, we 
could not but fall very short of several things which we 
might otherwise have hoped for. Lupset was st person, by 
reason of his intimacy with him, that might have done good 
service in this affair ; but he wa& (as one styles him) vir im 
emmbft^ Jiatmabimdus, and too uni^indful of his old pa^ 
tr€Hi. It must be owned, it is a loss to the world, that Eras- 
mus ^Bd not pursue his design of more fully publishing the , 
life of his friend ; but, as imperfect as it is, we arie much 
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indebted to him for that smaQ sketdi he hath given ua of 
him in his efnstle to Justus Jonas, which is the best, and 
most ^tire aooount that we have transmitted to us of him, 
though he doth vary often occasionally make mention of 
him in several other parts of his works : these bdng care- 
folly collected, I have inserted in their proper places. It is 
very plain, that the writing of lives was not the talent of 
that age, or for a considerable time after;, as will be owned 
by any one that reads the very lean and jejune accounts we 
have transmitted to us of the greatest men of that time, 
even by their very best biographers: ao that the most use- 
ful and deli^tful part of history seems to have been de- 
signed for the succeeding times. Peter Gassendus^s Life of 
Peireskius, and Joach. Camerarius^s of Melancthon, were the 
first that led the van in such essays ; and how acceptable 
they and others of the same kind have been to the world, I 
need not say: but I must add, that as it is unpardonable 
in any writer of a modem life to take any thing upon trust, 
ot without good authority, (this being writing a romance, 
and not a life,) so, it must be confessed, in one at so great a 
distance as this before us it is much more so, since there 
can be no reliance upon any matters of fact which cannot 
be supported by the testimony of coeval writers as vouchers 
to it I have therefore carefully inserted the originals from 
whence I had my extracts: which being chiefly Latin, that 
I might not disturb the series of the history to the Englidii 
reader, I have subjoined them to each page; being sure I 
should not be forgiven by the more learned, if I had de- 
prived them of those valuable transcripts and authorities, 
digested under proper heads, and set in the fairest light, 
which cannot but be accq>taUe to all lovers of antiquity. I 
wish I could have exactly fixed some niceties in the chro- 
nology of a few particular drcumstances: but this perhaps 
is almost an impossibility to compass, and therefore pardon- 
able. From the whole it will appear, that dean Colet was 
a man thati any age might value itself upon, though he 
lived in one wherein men seemed to hve darkness rather 
than lights and wherein he was as a li^t shining in that 
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darkness : but the event shewed, that he did at last come 
oiF more than conqueror over all the oppoation that was 
made against him, and the truth he espoused. The very 
•pinion that Erasmus the great restora: of learning through 
Europe, had of him, gives great weight to his character : he 
knew his worth, and valued him accordingly ; and we find 
he never speaks of him without some preface of honour and 
esteem. May I add, that perhaps no single life can aflbrd 
a more pleasing entertainment ; there being many wonder- 
ful providences recounted in it, which. deserve a place in 
history. I cannot here conceal my hearty wishes, that we 
would no longer suffer such bright characters of our coun- 
trymen to lie biuried in oblivion. In our neighbouring 
countries, they think a man of moderate worth, or endued 
with some few good qualities, deserves a particular remem- 
brance. Melchior Adamus's collection formerly, and Hen. 
Wittetfs lately, do abundantly confirm this observation: 
. and shall we suffer so much of the history of religion and 
learning as falls in with this life to pass by unobserved by 
us? It is a carelessness not to be forgiven, that we are ge- 
nerally too negligent in this point ; especially since there is 
one advantage, amongst other disadvantages, in transmit- 
ting any actions so remote from our own times, that we are 
in no fear of disobliging any one whatsoever, but may speak 
the truth without any reserve, or danger of offendii^, 
though the difficulty in getting together materials is greater 
than in more modem accounts : whereas in writing the life 
of any person nearer our time, we find, too often, that that 
impartiality is wanting which becomes an historian, and 
either the suppressing of some ungrateful truth, or the 
venting of some plausible falsehood, are the unhappy stum- 
blingblocks that few get over. I shall add no more on 
this head, but leave the reader to judge of and • reflect 
upon the supereminent worth of this great man: which 
must afford him this melancholy thought, that when so 
dark and ignorant an age as that was wherein dean Colet 
lived, did form a person of such excellent qualities, and 
furnish him out with such attainments, the succeeding ages 



THE INTBODUCTION. xt 

mce have not been propordonably {yroducdTe of many 
like him ; though all the advantages, both from religion 
and learning, have concurred towards hdghtening the de- 
grees of virtue and goodness in mankind to a more hennc 
pitch of pety than could possibly be expected in those 
tiDKs. And tf the dmrdb of Borne wmdd anogate die ho- 
nour of this ^eat man to herself, because he died in her 
communion, yet the many passages in the following history 
will sufficiently emo^ tibat Dr. Colet was at leiist a happy 
foreruaur and promoter of the reformation, and alarmed 
^ naticm first toward the throwing off the yoke of super- 
stition and popery. 

As to the manuscripts which he left behind him, though 
he was an Oxford man, yet it so happens that there are 
none of them in that university, but are only to be found 
m that of Cambridge. The comments upon the Epistles 
to the Corinthians, now in Emanuel college in Cambridge, 
were given to that society by the reverend Dr. Anth. Tuck« 
ney, (first of that college, afterwards master of St. John^s 
college in Cambridge.) The same comments are in the 
most incomparable library of Corpus Christi college in Cam- 
bridge, given by archbishop Parker, and has at the end 
thereof the be^nning of a commentary on Grenesis, no 
where else to be met with, and not so much as taken notice 
of in Dr. Bemard^s Catalogue of Manuscripts, or in that 
inore exact one of this library published by the reverend 
Dr. Stanley, one of the late masters of the said college : it 
b^;ins thus ; Miror sane te, optime Radidphe^ quum volu^ 
isiij &c.; and yet, though this is an imperfect work, the 
fragments of this good man may be accounted a trea- 
sure. There is a note under bishop Tunstal's own hand 
upon this manuscript, which shews that the dean bad writ 
many other things, but they were lost by the carelessness of 
his servants : his words are, Supersunt mutta ab eodem 
Joanne Colet scrvpta in D. Pauhim^ sed puerorum incuria 
perierunU This very valuable manuscript was writ by dean 
Colef s amanuensis. Pet. Meghra ; of whom I shall make 
mention hereafter, when I shall have occasion to speak of 
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that very famous manuBCiipt, and the curious picture in it, 
idiich is also in the same library. 

The late reverend Dr. Tho. Gale left a manuscript of our 
deaa^s amongst his very valuable collection, now in the po»- 
sesfflon of Roger Gale, esq. and it is one of the fairest of his 
extant, as well as the only one of the kind: for as those 
others before mentioned are prolix commentaries upon the 
apostolical epistles, this is wlM)lly in the analytical way, and 
seems to be a summary of his more larg» comments. The 
doctcnr has, with his own hand, in the beginning of this ma- 
nuscript, told us, that he had no reason to doubt of its 
being the genuine work of dean Colet ; the style, mttmer, 
and phraseology of it agreeii^ with another manuscript in 
the diapter-house at St. Paul% writ by dean Colet^s own 
hand. And I cannot but remark, that there is not the least 
tincture of popery throughout the whole. What Mr, Tha 
Smith says of the dean^s comments on the Epistles, writ 
by his own hand, together with his last will and statutes of 
the school, as they are not now to be found, so it may be 
presumed that they were with the old fabric, both sc^uxil 
and library, consumed together. 

His comments upon St. PauPs Epistles to the Romans 
and Corinthians, in the public library of the university of 
Cambridge, seem also to be the. donation of archbishop Par- 
ker; and very probably were bought by him of the ex- 
ecutors of dean Colet, who were ordered to dispose of them 
by his will. This book contains, besides his comments, se- 
veral other pieces of his, which are no where else extant, viz. 
De Angelis ccdestiqite Hierarchiay and that epistle of his to 
the abbot of Winchelcomb ; the latter of which is published 
in the Appendix : this also is a very fair and beautiful ma- 
nuscript. His sermon to the convocation, though I have 
given an abstract of it in the body of the book, yet the ori- 
ginal being not to be met with but in the Bodleian library, 
I have printed it at large ; as also the English translation, 
printed the same year as the Latin, and very probably 
translated into English by the dean himself, for which I 
am beholden to the lord bishop of Peterborough. I should 
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hftva been g^ that I could have given a plate of the old 
fldbool^ but these is not any extant Fiom a plan of Lon- 
don bef(Mre the fire, it af^pears in a quite different form firom 
that which is now rebuilt in a much mot9 magnificent 
manner; a jdate whereof is owing to the favour of John 
BiidgeB, esq. who is well known to be an encourag^r of 
evcty thing that tmda to public ciarvice. 

I could hove enlarged my account both of maatem and 
sdiolarB of this $thoci, but that would have been to have 
writ manj lirea instead of one. All that I have done then 
is ody to keep up the remanbmnce of pereons who have 
iDade any sort of figure in the world, though in different 
eapackiea;. espedudly I have omitted none who have been 
writers. Tlie continuation thereof may be hereafter under* 
taken with great ease, if the adiool-r^ter be kept in a 
HU>reperfect way than it hidierto has be». I have added 
at die end a eatdogue of the school-library : which I hope 
will not be without its use, either as a direction to bene- 
fiietors what books to give, or to the succeeding stewards of 
Ae feast whait books to buy ; at at least it may serve for 
a good model tor a school-library, it ccmtaining an excellent 
OQJbction c^ daasical learning. 

As to hb effigies, it was taken by the best hand I could 
fifid, from a valuaUe painting, which was, many years ago, 
At reverend Dr. Ji^Worthington^s, (a great admirer both 
of dean Cdet and his friend Erasmus ;) after whose death 
it came into the hands of I>r. Stillingfleet, late lord bishop 
of Woiteater; and aft^ that bishop^s decease, was reco- 
^^ered fay wtj worthy friend the doctor^s son, (Mr. John 
Wortliiagton,) to ytibom I am obliged toft this, as wellas 
other kind offioea. It seems there is another ancient picture 
of desa Ccdet, in the possession of Thomas Slater-Bacon, of 
L]f3rtoQ m Camlmdgeshire, esq. whidi resembles muck that 
which HoUand gives of him in his Heroolcgia JngUea. 

I 09idd harre widied, that the reverend Mr. John PpSi- 
tiethwayte had gone through with his design in repuhlisiif 
ingthe life ef Siean Colet by Erasmus, with his own re* 
loariu; wigfeh be purposed to have puUished in the original 

b 
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Latin, with that of one of his successors, dean Barwick.' 
The reverend Mr. Bedford has lately made public the latter 
of these, both in Latin and English. For what reason 
these two lives were to be joined together I know not, xm- 
less upon that of their being deans of the same church: 
both of them indeed were excellent men in their respective 
times; but the circumstances of their lives were so very dif- 
ferent, that they cannot possibly admit of an exact parallel. 

It were also to be wished, since Erasmus follows the ex- 
ample of Plutarch, and gives us a parallel between two very 
excellent persons, that he had chosen another of our coun- 
trymen, rather than gone to France for the character of 
Vitrarius: who, though it must be owned he was a very 
pious man, yet, considering the. different way of life in 
which he was engaged from that of dean Colet, (the one 
being a recluse, and tb^ nthpr a*? artivft as any one of his 
function in the age he lived,) by no means is that parallel 
just or proper. 

As to any opinions which may seem peculiar to the dean, 
and may either be observed in the following account of 
him, or in any of his manuscripts now extant, the following 
seem most remarkable, viz. that in his comment on 1 Cor, 
vi. he doth scarce allow going to law ; and in the seventh 
chapter of the same epistle he allows not marriage to be 
lawful, but only as a remedy contra incontinentiam; ut uM 
non sentitur ilia iri/lrmitasy ibi ilia ad nuptias licentia nbn 
est usurpanda. Nor did he think it necessary that Chris- 
tians should marry for the begetting of children; for ** that," 
saith he, " might be left to the Gentiles.'^ " But what if 
"the Gentiles should be all converted.?'' " Then,'' saith 
he, " the kingdom of God was come ; then would the world 
" be sanctus et animo et corpore ; then would the end be, 
"and God all in all," &c. These, and such like notions, 
must be looked upon as nostrums; without which we shall 
find few writers free, and therefore they ought to be judged 
of candidly and fairly. 

I did design to have given in the following Life more of 
the history of the learned Erasmus, especially that part of 
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his life which he spent in England ; but that being like to 
swell the volume beyond what I designed, I shall rather 
publish it by itself: and it may very well serve. as a supple- 
ment to dean Colet's Life, since it will illustrate the history 
of the same time, and will afford' a very pleasant, and even 
new, entertainment, to all who desire to have a fuller account 
than has yet been ^ven of that prodigy of learning. 

As I have in this work spared no pains to make it as 
perfect as I could, so I must gratefully own, that besides 
those worthy persons before mentioned, I have received 
good asfflstance from my special friends, the reverend and 
learned Dr. Tanner, chancellor of Norwich; Roger Gale, 
esq.;. and Mr. Sam. Gale; as also from Mr. Will. Colet, of 
Hale near Wendover, who, by the loan of an old family- 
book, furnished me with the particulars of the dean'*s spi- 
ritual and temporal revenues, and the settlement of his city 
estate upon St. Paul's school, which is very nice and cu- 
rious, and whereof there is no mention in his last will and 
testament; which, however, with his father^ sir Henry 
Colet's, I have copied out of the Prerogative-office at full 
length, and inserted in the Appendix.^ Out of the afore- 
mentioned manuscript is also extracted a short Pedigree of 
the family of the Colets, delineated in the next page, which 
I could not ^th any certainty carry higher : and in the 
same manuscript, sir Tho. More, though not mentioned 
in dean Colet'^s will, appears to be a trustee in settling his 
lands after his death by a deed of feoffinent made to John 
Colet, mercer, kinsman to the said dean. 

The faults that have escaped the press I hope will can- 
didly be imputed to the negligence of the transcribers, or 
the author^s frequent absence from the press. 

I shall add no more, but conclude with wishing, that this 
essay may at least have the good effect of engaging some of 
the scholars of other great schools to do like justice to the 
memories of their founders, and the persons of note bred in 
their respective seminaries. 



Tke Pedigree of the ColeiSy a$fafr Oi can be diec&oered by 

the deeda in the ddJbmUy book. 
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XHIS excellent person was son and heir to sir 
Henry Colet, knt, a younger son of Robert Colet of 
Wendover% near Ailesbury, in the county of Bucks, 
esq. who was bom in that county, at the manor of 
Hale ; near which place some of his name still con- 
tinue* 

His father being bred a mercer at London, did by 
God's blessing upon his industry arrive to great 
wealth and honour ; retaining always the more emi- 
nent character of a wise and honest man; and his 
good qualities made him soon taken n^otice of, and 
judged very fit for one of the chief offices in the city, 
in a time of trouble and confusion, when a great 



* We find a will of John Co- 
lett, citizen and mercer of Lon- 
don, dated May 5, 146 1, where- 
in he gives to Wendover, Aston, 
and Clinton churches, 20s, 
each; and to Thomas Colet 
his brother, Alice his wife, Ro- 
bert, John, and Jeffry, his sons, 
lool, each, probat Oct. 27, 



J 46 1. [Reg> Stockton, in Cur. 
Praerog. fol. 181. b.] This John 
Colet was, without doubt, a 
near relation to the dean ; and 
perhaps that John Colet, whose 
monument in the church of St. 
Alban^s, Wood-street, London, 
is mentioned by Stow. 
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pestilence reigned there, and the duke of Clarence 
was put to death by the contrivance of his brother 
the duke of Gloucester. He was the elder of the two 
sheriffs of London in the year 1477, 17 Edward IV^ 
And by reason of the mayor's great weakness both 
in body and mindS a great part of the burden of 
the mayoralty fell to his lot ; which he discharged 
with much credit and reputation to himself, as well 
as honour to the city. In the next short and tjrran- 
nical reign of Richard III. he made shift to escape 
his fury, though he was in the interest of his rival, 
Henry duke of Richmond, soon after the renovnied 
king Henry VII. In the beginning of whose wise 
and happy reign he was elected lord mayor of Lon- 
don, and soon after knighted. The time of his' 
mayoralty was distinguished by a double happiness, 
viz. by the marriage of king Henry and the lady 
Elizabeth, Jan. 18, 1486, which united the houses of 
Lancaster and York ; and by the birth of prince Ar- 
thur in Sept. 1487, whom the king so named in ho« 
nour of the British race. But it was his unhappi- 
liess to bear this honourable office in a time of re- 
bellion, when the earl of Lincoln, lord Lovel, and 
Martin Swart, were actually in arms, though they 
were soon slain in battle. Before he left the chair, 
he was instrumental towards the rebuilding a new 
cross in West-Cheap in a very beautiful manner: 



^^MCCCCLXXVII. xvii. Ed- 
ward IV. mayor, syr Humphrey 
Heyforde goldsmith ; sheriffes, 
master Henry Collet, master 
John Stocker. [Fabian, Graf- 
ton, Stow, &c.] 

^The mayor, Humphrey Hey- 
forde, gouldsmyth, pursued the 
reparation of the city walls; 



but not so diligently as his pre- 
decessour dyd, wherefore it was 
not sped as it might have ben ; 
and also he was a sycke anct 
feable man, and had not so 
sharpe and quycke mynde^ as 
that other had. [Fabian sub 
an. 1478.] 
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and he did himsdf and his office the honour of as* 
seitmg the ancient pririlege of naming a sheriff, by 
the ceremony of drinking to hiln : which he made 
tncNre remarkable, in that he drank to his carver, by 
name John Percival^i whom he made immediately to 
corer his head, (before bai^,) and to set down at the 
tabte, where he was waitmg ^. When he had been 
move than seyen years above the chair, he had the 
honour to be called to it a second time, in the year 
1495, 11 Henry VII. which rendered him still more 
&mous for his loyalty, prudence, and courage : he 
keeping the peace and fidelity of the city, tvhen an 
army of rebels from Cornwall were very near it, being 
got as far as Blackheath. This year was farther 
signalized by his justice upon a person convicted of 
perjmjy whom he caused to stand at Paul's cross on 
a Sunday, at sermon time, a spectacle of shame, in a 
coat of painted paper, like that horriUe disguise 
which is imposed upon penitents by the inquisition : 
as also upon another offender ; who stood in a pil- 
lory at Comfaill for adulterating of wines ^. But that 



^ Sir John Fercival, kt. (after- 
Wards lord mayor of the city,) 
and ddiM Thomasine hit wHb, 
were worthy benefactors to the 
parish of Su Mary Wofnoth. 
The several wills made by them 
hoth iu aacicDt writii^, are (to 
the parishes great commenda- 
tion) very carefully kept and 
preserved in this church, in a 
goodly ^neloftture made for th«t 
purpose, and to be turned over 
like folding tables. I have not 
seen the like "^in any other 
church, saith Mr. Stow, in his 
Survey, ed. 4to. p. 3 87. 

^ GraftoR*s Abridgement of 



the Chronicles of Endand to 
the ye^r 1572. sub anno 
i486. Stow's Survey of Lon- 
don, p. 588. 

f — On Candlemasse daye 
stood at Powles crosse a man 
disguised in paper, which was 
convict of peijurye. And the 
XXV. daye of Marche st<M)ld upotr 
the pyllory on Comhyll^ a cow- 
per named John GamelyU, for 
bruyng of wynes, and for 
chaunging of wyn Grek into 
Candy buUes, where through 
wynes Grek were solde for Mai- 
veseys. [Bngl. Chroti. MS. 
Cotton^ ^Vitellius^ A. 16.] 
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which brought to him and his office more than or- 
dinary reputation, both at home and abroad, was 
this: In February this year was concluded a treaty 
of peace and intercourse between England and 
Flanders ; and as the custom then was, for the se- 
curity and warrantry of the peace, besides the re- 
spective princes, the communities, or the chief trad- 
ing towns and cities in each nation, were to be bound 
under their common seals for the mutual observa- 
tion of it : London being one of the cities, and the 
chief on the part of England, a draught was therefore 
prepared for their common seal to be affixed to, (as 
had been in the conventions between England and 
Scotland, anno 1482, 22 Edward IV. by William 
Heryot, knt. and mayor, and the aldermen of the city 
of London s.) But the common council would by 
no means agree to the putting of the seal to it ; and 
though the king's prime ministers came to Guild- 
hall to persuade them to it, yet they stiU suspended 
their assent, and desired a respite of six days, in 
which time they would give their reasons in writing, 
to be laid before the king and his council: which 
was then granted ; but the matter not weU admit- 
ting of any such delay, it was afterwards contrived, 
that, instead of the body of the city, the mayor 
alone should give his personal security, and his sin- 
gle bond should be thought equivalent to the public 
faith of that whole community^. His dutiful sub- 

s See Rymer's Feed. torn. 1 2. above and besyde both the seles 

p. 1 64. of ey ther piynces, was graunted 

^ In the moneth of Febr. xi. to diverse townys of this iande 

Hen. VII. was concluded an to be bounde, among the whiche 

amyte and entrecourse between London was one : whiche seal- 

this Iande and Flaunders ; and yng, when it sholde have been 

for the assurance of the same, perfourmed, the commons of 
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mission is very remarkable ; that he should bind 
himself and his heirs to make good the faith and ho- 
nour of the crown^ And his loyalty and generosity 
made the king have so firm a respect for him, that 
he was protected from the artifices and insolences of 
£mpson and Dudley, while several of the other 
mayors and sheriffs, near his time, were fined and 
imprisoned, under some pretence or other of exceed- 
ing their commission in the execution of their offices, 
or being obnoxious to forfeitures and other penal- 
ties of law, by straining of obsolete statutes to op- 
press the subjects, and fill the exchequer; as sir 
Thomas Kneysworth ', Sir William Capell, and sir 
Lawrence Aylmer. It seems to have been in this 



the cite wolde not be agreable 
theyr sele sholde passe : and al- 
beit that my lord Derby, my 
lord tresorer, the chyef justyce 
of England, raaister Bray, and 
the maister of the Rolls, by the 
king's commaundment came 
into Guyldhall, to extorte the 
sayd comons for the same ; yet 
in no wyse they wolde not be 
agreable that the towne sele 
sholde passe, but besought the 
sayd lordes to graunt unto thym 
respite of vi. dayes, trustyng in 
that season to shew in writyng 
soche consyderacyons unto the 
Inngs grace and his counsaill^ 
that his grace sholde be there- 
with well contented : wliiche 
was to tliym graunted, and 
thereupon dyirers billes were 
dyvysed. Albeit that for the 
hasty spede of my lorde cham- 
berleyne, whiche at that tyme 
was redy to departe to Caleys, 
to kepe suche appointment as 
was before concluded, the mayrs 
sele was taken only, as in the 



maner folowith, &c. [See the 
deed in the Appendix.] 

» Anno 1506. xxii. Hen. VII. 
was Thomas Kneysworth, late 
mayor, and his two sherifb* 
condemned to the king in grete 
somes of money, over peynfull 
prisonment by them in the 
Marshalsea susteyned. 

Anno 1507. syr Willyam Ca- 
pell was agayne put into vexa- 
tyon by sute of the kyng for 
thynges doon by him in the time 
of his mayoraltie. 

Anno 1508. syr William Ca» 
pell, after his imprisonment in 
the counter and sherifTs house, 
was by the kynges counsayle 
commaunded to the Tower, wher 
he remayned tyl the kyng dyed. 
And in likewyse was syr Law- 
rence Aylmer delt with, and 
commytted to the warde or 
house of Rychard Smyth, shy- 
reve, and ther remayned as pry- 
soner by the space abovesaid. 
[MS. Cotton, Vitellius. A. 16.] 
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second 'mayoralty of sir Henry Colet, and under Im 
direction, that the scdemn charge was given to thf 
quest of wardmote in every ward, as it stands printed 
in the Custumary of London : ** Also yf ther be any 
^ parjrshenclerke, that ryngeth curfewe after th^ 
<* curfewe be ronge at Bow chyrche, or Beynt Bryde^ 
** ch3rrche, or Sa3mt Gyles without Cripelgat, all 
*• such to be presented." Nor was sir Henry CSokt 
only a good citizen and magistrate, but also parib^b*- 
ioner, Mr. John Stow, in his Survey of Xiondoa, 
mentions him as a great benefactor to St. Anthonie's, 
(now caUed St. AntIin^3,) his parish churdi, and says* 
the pictures of himi and his wife, ten sons and ten 
daughters, remain in the glass window on the north 
side of the church. And it must not be forgot, that 
in the year 1505, when the church of Great St. 
Mary's, in Cambridge, was building for the use of the 
university, his name ^ occurs among the letters writ 
upon that occasion to divers of the prime nobility 
and persons of note, for contributions towards so 
good a work. After he had filled every relation with 
great reputation and honour, he died of a consider- 
able age, and was buried at Stepney * : where his mo- 
nument, stiU remaining, shews this sir Hen. Colet, 
knt. to have been third son of Robert Colet, esq. 
twice lord mayor of London, and free of the mercers 
company, and father to Dr. John Colet, sometime 
dean of St. Paul's. It was refreshed by the com- 
pany of mercers in the year 1605, on the north side; 



^LiteraBperdiversosmercede batem Westm. [Lib. Frocur. 

coiiseriptae ad regem, matrem Acad. Cantabr.] 
regis» comitem Oxon. Hen. ^ See alsa Norden's Middle*^ 

Colet, M"*" Fynd^r, Jo, Mor- sex, p. 39. Lewis. 
daunt Cancellarium, D'*" Ab- 



Sepulchrum. 'JlEJ^IfrCI COLET Equillt, 
ifv Cmt£eUa £cclesice (U Steprtey. 
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and W3S repaired tbe second time at the charge of 
the companj of mercers, London, 28th of July, 1697* 
But the ancient epitaph, preserved by Mr. Weeva*, 
in his book of Funeral Monuments, was this ; *' Here 
^ lyeth sir Henry Collet, knight, twice mayor of 
** Lon<km, who died in the year of our redemption 
« 1510 »»/' 

Sir Henry Colet, fay his wife Christian, a gentle- 
woman c^good birth, (probably of the family of Kne- 
vet,) called nobUis mulier by a writer of that age ", 
had two and twenty children, in an equal number of 
sons and daughters ; of whom the first-bom was our 
John Colet, who within a few years was the only 
surviving comfort to his parents % and might seem 
to be an abundant compensation of Providence for 
the untimely loss of all the rest. 

This Dr. John Colet was bom at London, within 
the aforenamed parish of St. Anthony, in the year 
1466. At which time it was reputed a sort of no- 
bdity to be bom and l»red in that great city p, and 



™. Letters of fraternity were 
granted by the prior and chap- 
ter 0f Cbsist Churoh» Canter* 
bury, to Christina Collett, dated 
Decemb.'i, 1510. Lewis. 

* Sao^ aecidit^ ut ex duobus 
et Tiginti filiis quos Henricus 
Coletus ^us pater, civis summa 
luodestia et gravitate, ex Chris- 
tiana uxore, nobili muliere, sus- 
eeperat^ solus ipse superstes 
hent, eique patema hsereditas 
F^erit. [Pol. Vergil, lib. 26.] 

^Natus est e claris et opulen- 
tis parentibus ; idque Londini : 
siquldem pater bis in urbe sua 
prsefecturam summam gessit, 
quam iili miyoritatein appellant. 
Mater, quee adhuc superest. 



[i 5 19.] insigni probitate mulier, 
marito suo undecim filios pe- 
pent, ac totidem filias : quorum 
omnium natu maximus erat 
Coletus; ac proinde solus heeres 
futurus, juxta leges Britannicas, 
etiamsi illi fiiissent superstites : 
sed ex omnibus ille superfuit 
solus, cum ilium nosse cospis- 
sem. [Epist. Erasmi Jod. 
Jonse.] 

p Thomas Morus natus est 
Londini ; in qua civitate, multo 
dmnium celebenrima, natum et 
educatum esse, apud Anglos 
nonnulla nobilitatis pars habe* 
tur. [Ep. Erasmi Joanni Fabro, 
in Ep. lib. 27. edit. Bas. 1540. 
p* 1070.] 
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more was expected from such than from others^: 
and we have no reason to doubt, he had his first edu- 
cation there, in that school which bare the name of 
his own parish ; a school which at that time was the 
most eminent of any in London, and soon after gave 
education to one of Colet's most familiar friends, sir 
Thomas More, knt. lord chancellor of England ; as 
afterwards to Dr. Nicholas Heath, archbishop of 
York, and lord chancellor of England, Dr. John 
Whitgift, archbishop of Canterbury, &c. ' 

His mother, after the death of her husband, con- 
tinued at Stepney; living retiredly in that house 
which her son gave afterwards for the safe abode of 
the master of Paul's school in the tune of any pesti- 
lential sickness ; and where a good house now 
stands, with the bust of Dr. Colet «et on the front of 
it. The greatest pleasure she enjoyed there was to 
have the company of her son, and to entertain those 
learned friends he brought along with him ; espe- 
cially the polite and facetious Erasmus, whose con-* 
versation she delighted in, and used to talk of him in 
his absence with a particular air of mirth and plea- 
sant freedom of speech. So her son tells him in a 
letter from that country-hous^, anno 1516 \ But 
alas! she there outlived all her comfort in this 



1 Erasmus Joanni Moro ado- 
lescent! — dimittamte, si tibi ad- 
hue unum Aristotelicum apo- 
phthegma recensuero. Cuidam 
jactanti sese quod amplse cele- 
brisque civitatis erat civis ; noli, 
inquit, isthuc spectare, sed ex- 
pende, num illustri civitate sis 
dignus. [Ibid. p. 1 194.] 

^ Stow*s Survey of London, 
in the chapter of Schools and 



Houses of Learning. 

* Me, ut facis, ama ; et si ad 
nos reversus fueris, habebis me 
tibi deditissimum. Vale ex rure 
Stepnetiano, apud genetricem; 
quse adhuc vivit, et belle senescit, 
et de te ssepius hilarem et Ju- 
cundam facit mentionem. [Epi- 
stola Coleti Erasmo suo* Edit 
Basil. 1521. p. 91.] 
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world, this her son : which yet she bore like a good 
Christian ; with such contentedness and self^ubmis- 
sion to the will of Grod, that Erasmus, many years 
after, cited her for a rare example of patience and 
acquiescence under the loss of children, when he 
comforted his friend Amerbach -upon the death of 
his little daughter. " I knew in England," says he, 
^^ the mother of John Colet, a matron of singular 
^^ piety : she had by the same husband eleven sons 
^^ and as many daughters ; all which hopeful brood 
^ was snatched away from her, except her eldest 
^ son ; and she lost her husband, far advanced in 
" years : she her self being come to her 90th year, 
'^ looked so smooth, and was so cheerful, that you 
'^ would think she had never shed a tear, nor 
^' brought a child into the world ; and (if I mistake 
" not) she survived her son, dean Colet. Now that 
^ which supplied a woman with so much fortitude 
" was not learning, but piety towards Grod. Will 
'^ you then, who are a man, and of so great learning 
** and prudence, and even of courage in other mat- 
" ters, grieve, and talk of dying with a little in* 
^*fant^?" 



* Decessit tibi filiola — 

quid habituri sumus justse que- 
rela adversus Dentn } Quod de- 
dit, gratuitum est, quod, quum 
voluit, datum repoposcit, suo 
jure fecit; neque enim id per- 
petuum esse voluit, sed coramo- 
datitium. Apud Anglos novi 
Joannis Coleti matrem, rarse 
pietatis matronam; ex eodetn 
marito suscepit filios undecim, 
filias totidem ; totus iUe chorus 
ereptus est uno excepto Coleto, 
qui fuerat natu maximus; a* 



demptus est et maritus seilex 
anui : jam accedebat ad annum 
nonagesiraum, facie tarn Inte- 
gra, moribus tarn alacribus, ut 
diceres illam non luxisse un* 
quam, nee peperisse: denique* 
ni fallor, et Coleto supervixit. 
Tantum animi robur, foeminae 
prsestitit, non eruditio, sed pietaa 
ergaDeum ; et tu, vir, ista doc- 
trina, ista prudentia, ista ce- 
teris in rebus animi praesentia, 
infantulse commoreris } Friburg, 
Brisgoue, pridie nonas Julii, 
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Haying mentioned Erasmus, I cannot forbear ac- 
quainting the reader, that as Colet and he were much 
of an age^ (which he would sometimes modestly 
boast of, as an honour to be bom about the time this 
great man was,) so afterwards they became the most 
&miliar friends imaginable, to the very end of their 
lives. And therefore I shall very much rely upon 
his authority; who, b^ng so very intimate with him, 
reported (no doubt) from full information and ex- 
perience whatever account he gives of him. 

What Poly dore Vergil, another of his contemporary 
writers, says briefly of him is this : that he was by 
an. early and natural disposition inclined to i»ety 
and religion ; and therefore as soon as he grew to- 
wards a man, and was well instructed in all those 
arts and sciences that are called humanity^ he ap- 
plied himself to the study of divinity, choosing St. 
Paul as his particular master, and exercisii^ himself 
perfectly in bis writings, both at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge \ 

Erasmus (more fully) tells us, that while he was 
a youth, he run diligently through a course of all 
manner of scholastic philosophy, and deserved his ti^ 
tie of master of the liberal arts and sciences, being 
perfectly versed in every one of them. Cicero's writ- 
ings he had read with great eagerness : and he had 



anno 1532. [Epist. Erasmi 
lib. 24. epist. 16. Lond. ed. Col. 
1318.] 

" Oxoniee — hominem nosse 
coepi— natus turn erat annos 
ferme triginta, me minor duo- 
bus aul tribus mensibus. [Epist. 
Eras. Jod. Jonee.] 

*Natura sanctus ac religio- 
sus, ut primum ex pueris ex- 



cessit, atque ab his artibus qui- 
bus eetas puerilis ad humanita- 
tern informatur, se ad divinaruin 
literarum studium contulit, et 
Paulum sibi prseceptorem de- 
legit ; in eoque cum Oxonii et 
Cantabrigiee, turn in Italia, ita 
exercuit, &c. [Pol. Verg. lib. 
XX vi. fol. ult.] 
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made some attempt upon the works of Flato and 
Plodnus ; and gone, with attentioii, through every 
part of mathematics. Before his travels abroad, he 
had determined his studies to divinity ; and in order 
to it, had searched into the anci^it fetthers, and was 
particulai^ delighted with Dionysius, Origen, Cy«- 
prian, Ambrose, and Jerome ; but he had the least 
relish of all to 8t. Austin. He sometimes read Soo^ 
tus and Thomas, and such like trash of the schooL* 
men, rather in compliance with the fashion, than 
from any true relish he found in them. He was also 
very industrious in consulting the best tracts in the 
civil and canon law. And there was no one book 
vdating to the history and constitution of the church 
and state, which he had not diligently tuined over. 
Nay, and he run through all the English poets, for 
the true use of them, to help, correct, and embel- 
lish his language and style, and to fit and prepare 
htm for a more eloquent preacher y. 

^ Adolescens apud suos, Origene, Cypriano, Anibrosio, 

quicquid est scholastton pki- Hieronymo : atque» inter v^te* 

lo^ophi9» dUigepter penjiidicit, res^nullieratiiiiquiorquamAu- 

ac titulum assequutus est, qui gustino ; neque tamen non legit 

Mptem lib^^um aftium soien^ Seotum, ac Thoioam, aliosque 

tiai9. {irofitetur. Quami^ wvih hvjm fenn«^ si qu^ndo locut 

erat iix qua iUe npn fuisset gna- postulabat. Ip utriusque juris 

viter ac Miciter exercitatus : Hbria arat non indiligenter ver- 

nw f^ libros Qiis^oni^ avi-r s^tus. I)^iuquB pullus Qrat li*- 

dissime devorarat, et Platonis, ber, historiam aut coostitutiones 

Piotinique libros non oscitanter continens majorum, quern ille 

excusserat, nee ullam niathe- non evolverat. Habet gens Bri- 

matms partem intaetam reli* tannics^ qui hoc pnestiterunt 

quit. Post tanquam avidus bo* apud suos, quod Dantes aq Pe- 

naram rerum negotiator, adiit trarcha apud Itakw. £t horum 

~Gall]aai ; mox Ittdiam. Ibi se evolvendis seriptis linguam ex- 

totum e¥olv<»ifti8 saeris autori- poliv]t,jamtun]sepraeparansad 

bus dfidit. Sed prius per omnia pr«eonium sermonis evangelic! . 

literarura genera magno studio [Erasmus Jodoco Jonse, id. 

peregrinatus, priscis iUis potis- Jun. 15190 
»raum del«ctabatur, Dionysio, 
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Mr. Wood says^ he was educated in grammaticals 
partly in London or Westminster ; and being fitted 
for greater learning, was sent to the habitation of the 
muses, the university of Oxon, about 1483, (at which 
time one or more of his surname were of St. Mary 
Magdalen college, as most probably he himself was,) 
where, after he had spent seven years in logicals and 
philosophicals, he was licensed to proceed in arts, 
being about that time so exquisitely learned^ that 
all TuUy's works were as familiar to him as his 
epistles. He was also no stranger to Plato and Plo- 
tinus ; whom he not only read, but conferred and 
paralleled, perusing the one as a commentary to the 
other. And as for the mathematics, there was 
scarce any part of it wherein he was not seen above 
his years ^. 

' This account is to be depended on, so far as agree- 
able to the testimony of those aforementioned au- 
thorities. However, each consents, that he very early 
gave the world reason to hope, he would in due time 
become a very considerable person. 

But here it must be remembered, that when he 
read Plato, Plotinus, Dionysius, and Origen, he was 
forced to read the Latin translations of them : for at 
school he had no opportunity of learning the Greek 
tongue*; nor scarce in the university at his first 
coming thither. 



* Athense Oxon. vol. i. 

^ About this time there were 
great discouragements from cul* 
tivating thestudy of the tongues, 
Quidam non verentur privatim 
ac publice, atque adeo in sacris 
etiam concionibus deblatterare, 
has literas [i. e. Grsecas] esse 
fontes omnium haerese«n; non 



animadvertentes banc blasphe- 
miam cadere in Hieronymum, 
Ambrosium, et Augustinum, 
aliosque complures, quibus doe- 
toribus gloriatur ecclesia. Hu- 
jusmodi stolidissimas nugas in- 
culcant auribus adolescent!* 
um in secretis confessionibus : 
'* Cave a Grsecis, ne fias haere- 
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Such was the infelicity of those times, that the 
Greek tongue was not taught in any of our gram- 
mar-schools^; nor was there thought to be any great 
need of it in the two universities by the generality 
of scholars. It is worth notice, that Standish, who 
was a bitter enemy to Erasmus, in his declamation 
against him, styles him Gneculus iste; which 
was a long time after the phrase for an heretic, or 
one felling under the suspicion of heretical pravity* 
And for this very reason, those very few that under- 
stood Greek were afraid to teach it, lest they should 
be thought to propagate heresy^. 

But Dr. John Fisher, reputed the best preacher 
and the deepest divine in those times, head of Queen's 
college in Cambridge, chancellor of that university, 
chaplain at court, and afterwards bishop of Roches- 
ter, was of another mind, and very sensible of this 
imperfection: which made him desirous to learn 
Greek in his declining years ^; and for that purpose 



" ticud. Fuge literas Hebraeas^ 
"ne fias Judaeorum similis** — 
[Erasmi Adagia. Op« torn. 2. 

P-933-] 
^ Uunc [Erasmum] lubentis- 

sime amplectebantur quotquot 

supra studiosorum vulgus sa- 

piendum arbitrabantur : verum 

advertentibus monachis et fra- 

tribus quibusdam quod operam 

in Graeca liogua (quse quidem 

maligne admodum in Academia 

turn nostra fiorebat) promoven- 

da poneret, tanquam si monstri 

quippiam aut scelerati aggrC'* 

deretur, popelli literarii animos 

alienare ab illo nitebantur; 

Coleto licet et Linacro in con- 

trarium laborantibus. Non de- 

stitit tamen Erasmus volentem 



quemque ad linguse ejus cogni- 
tionem, quamdiu nobiscum de- 
gebat (degebat autem annis ali- 
quot, intercisis licet tempori- 
bus) sine pretio informare ; qua 
in re tarn feliciter desudavit, ut 
Grscas literas probe docti aca- 
demicorum nonnulli alios dein- 
ceps erudirent. [Hist, et An- 
tiq. Oxon. lib. i. »ub anno 
1498.] 

^ Me adolescente, in nostra 
Germania regnabat impune 
crassa barbaries; literas Grae- 
cas attigisse hseresis erat, &c. 
[Erasmus adv. Cursium. Op. 
torn. 9. p. 1440.] 

^ Si de hseresi periclitatur, qui 
Grasce et Hebraice novit, quod 
Lutherus hanim linguarum ru- 
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he Wrote to Ei^asmut^ to persuade WiUi^n Latymer, 
an fingUshniaii, (who from his traveb had brought 
home that language m perfection,) to be his ihstruc* 
tor in it. Erasmus accordingly wrote to Latymer^ 
and importuned him to it. But he declined the un^ 
dertaking to teach the bishop at those years; ei* 
leging the long time it would require to make any 
proficiency in that tongue, from the examples of the 
greiatest masters of it then in England^ Grocin, Li-* 
nacer, Tonstal, Pace, and Moore ; and to excuse him-^ 
self» advised that the bishop should send for a ma^ 
ter out of Italy. And as there is no doubt btit the don-^ 
sddttsness of want of Greek in Colet, incited hitn not 
only to attain to some competent knowledge of it 
faimseli^ but also to lay the foundation of his school, 
for the better accommodation of others, and to pro- 
vide a master the best accomplished in that lan-^ 
guage ; and so in effect to be the founder of the first 
Greek school in England: so hot unlike to dean 
Colet was bishop Fisher in this point. For his want 
of Greek made him the greater patron and promoter 
of it in Cambridge ; and his being chancellor of the 
university made it more eminent' than Oxford in 
this respect : knowing therefore the abilities of Eras- 
mus this way, he invited him thither, and supported 
him in professing that language, which he himself 
(at last) had made himself master of. And it would 
bear a general observation, that the worthy founders 
of colleges and schools have not been always the 

dis Don est ; quur non potius in hie omnibus linguis excellit, ille 

tuto esse dicitur, quod Joannes tres linguas, aetate jam ver- 

episcopus Roffensis, quod Hie- gente, non vulgari studio am- 

ronymus Aleander archiepisco- plectitur. [Erasmi Adagia, Op. 

pus Brundusinus^ propugnatores torn* 1 1 . p. 933.} 
sunt nutantis ecclesiae : quoram 
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grefttest derks, though for the most part the wisest 
and best of men : there was sense and truth in that 
prelates who, when accused of being no schdUir, siud, 
he could make 9ckolars, and that was greater. 
The ccdlege in Oxford, that has raised up the great- 
est lights and omameats in learning, was ex]nres8ly 
founded for the three learned tongues : though the 
^cdknt founder^, the orade of his age, could be 
only skiUed in the first of them, unless he recovered 
that defect of breeding in his old age : as it is cer- 
tain tHshop Fisher before mentioned did ; who, under 
the impulses of Erasmus, was not ashamed, that his 
gray hairs should, as it were, go to school again* 
And so our G>let, being sensible how deficient he 
was in this tongue, and inflamed by Erasmus's great 
proficiency in it, expresses in an epistle to him, his 
willingness to be his scholar, though of an advanced 
ages. 

It would cast a greater glory on the present state 
of learning in our two universities, to look back 
npoQ the clouds .of ignorance which hung over th^n 
in the times immediately preceding the Reformation. 

As tar Oxford, its own history and antiquities suf- 
Meo&j confess, that nothing was known there but 
Latin, and that in the most depraved style of the 
schoolmen. Cornelius Vitellius, an Italian, was the 
first who taught Greek in that university^; and from 



V 



* William Wickham, bishop 
of Winchester, founder of the 
college there, and New college 
in Oxford. 

^ Richard Fox, bishop of 
Winchester, founder of Corpus 
Chrigti college in Oxford. 

^Applicabo me, si patieris, et 



adjungam later! tuo; exhibebo- 
que me tibi discipulum, etiam 
in discendo Greece, quanquam 
jam provecta state, et prope 
senex. [Epist. Coleti Erasmo 
suo, edit. Bas. 1 5 2 1 . p. 9 1 .] 

** Antea enim Cornelius Vi- 
tellius, homo Italus Cometi, 
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him the famous Grocyne learned the first elements 
thereof. 

In Cambridge, Erasmus was the first who taught 
the Greek grammar. And so very low was the 
state of learning in that university, that (as he tells a 
fiiend) about the year 1485, the beginning of Henry 
the Vllth's reign, there was nothing taught in that 
public seminary besides Alexander's Parva Logica* 
lia, (as they called them,) the old axioms of Aristotle, 
and the questions of John Scotus, till in proce^ of 
time good letters were brought in, and some know- 
ledge of the mathematics ; as also Aristotle in a new 
dress, and some skill in the Greek tongue ; and, by 
degrees, a multitude of authors, whose names before 
had not been heard of'. 

It is certain that even Erasmus himself did little 
understand Greek, when he came first into England, 
in 1497. (13 Henry VII.) and that our countryman 
Linacer taught it him, being just returned from 
Italy with great skill in that language : which Li- 
nacer and WiUiam Gracyne were the two only tutors 
that were able to teach it. 

The first essay that Erasmus made of shewing his 
proficiency in the Greek tongue, was in translating 
three declamations of Libanius into Latin. Thus 



quod est maritimum Hetruriae 
oppidum, natus nobili prosapia, 
omnium primus Oxonii bonis 
Uteris juventu tern erudivit. [Pol. 
Verg. lib. xxvi.] 

^ Ante annos ferme triginta, 
nihil tradebatur in schola Can- 
tabrigiensi, praeter Alexandri 
Parva Logicalia, ut vocant, et 
Vetera ilia Aristotelis dictata, 
Scoticasque quaestiones. Pro- 



gressu temports accessenmt 
bonse literse ; accessit mathese- 
os cognitio ; accessit novus, aut 
certe novatus, Aristoteles ; ac- 
cessit Graecarum literarum peri- 
tia; accessenmt autores tam 
multi, quorum olim ne nomina 
quidemtenebantur,&c. [Erasmi 
Epist. Henrico Bovillo> dat. 
Roffa cal. Sept. 1 5 1 6.] 



DR. JOHN COLET. 



17 



we read at the Ibeginning ; Prima experientia in v^- 
tendis Gfr^ecis. And he dedicated this versipn to 
Or. Nicholas Ruter, bishop of Arras, chancellor of 
the university of Lovain. Dat. Lovanii, M. D. III. 
XV, kal. Deeemb^. 

In the mean time Bern. Andreas, a native of Tho- 
louse, first opened a school for the Greek tongue in 
London. But the first Englishman, who in any 
public school taught the Greek as well as Latin, 
Was master William Lilly, in St. Paul's school ; the 
good founder whereof, dean Colet, seeing the neces- 
sity of having a tolerable share of the Greek tongue, 
towards the better proceeding in his theological 
studies, did shun no pains, nor thought himself too 
dd to learn it ; as was before hinted, p. 14. 

When Colet had taken his degrees in arts at Ox- 
ford, he was at years, and at liberty to choose his 
IH*6fession, or to take up with the life of a gentleman ; 
having a sufficient estate to support him, and a fair 
interest to recommend him at court for any suitable 
ofSce and employment ; with the advantage of a 
tall and comely personage ^ And this turn to a 
courtier might perhaps have been the advice of lus 
father, sir Henry Colet ; who in so many public 
offices of the city had been used to gaiety and splen- 
dour, and had gained a very particular interest in 



^ The original MS. is in Tri- 
nity college library in Cam- 
bridge^ given to it by Hugh 
Peters, the regicide. It is both 
in Greek and Latin, with a de- 
dication to Nic. Ruter, bishop 
of Arras ; before which are his 
anns illuminated. Erasmus is 
there styled ccmanicus ardinis 
D. Augustini. Deelamatio prima 



sub persona Menelai, tertio 
Nov. 1503. Quum nuper es- 
sem declamationes aliquot Grae- 
cas nactus, praesul amplissime, 
eisque vertendis periculum de 
nieipso &cere statuissem, &c. 
[Lovan, 15 cal. Dec. 1503.] 

^ Accesserat his fortunse com- 
modis coipus elegans ac pro- 
ceruni. [Eras. Jod. Jon.] 
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the king, by being a faithful and serviceable subject. 
But the pious young mati, determined by his own 
spirit of religion, was resolved to enter into holy or- 
ders, and so renounce the temptations of his birth and 
fortune : which choice, and his fixed adherence to 
the service of God in his church, Erasmus thought 
very commendable *". 

Being thus unmoved in his resolution, he was pre- 
sented to the church of St. Mary Denyngton, in the 
diocese of Norwich, within the county of Suffolk; 
which made Cambridge a convenient road between 
Oxford and his benefice, and might well entitle him 
to that relation unto both universities, which Polyd. 
Verg, ascribes to him ". He was presented to this 
living by sir William Knevit, knight, and dame 
Joan his wife ; instituted August 6, 1485^ and kept 
it to his dying day. 

Another of his preferments was the prebend of 
Botevant, in the church of York ; to which he was 
admitted in the year 1 493, upon the resignation of 
the famous Christopher Urswicke. 



"* Ac fortasse Coletus hoc 
nomine plus laudis meretur, 
quod nee indulgentia fortunse, 
nee impetu naturae longe alio 
trahentis, potuerit ab evan- 
gelic® * vitffi studio depelli. 
[Ibid. p. S73. edit. Bas.] 

° Coletus se ad divina- 

ram literarum studium contulit, 
etPaulum sibi prseceptorem de- 
legit; in eoque cum Oxonii et 
Cantabngix, tum in Italia ita 
exercuit, ut homo factus ad un- 
guem, &c. [Pol. Verg. Hist. 
Ang» lib. 6.] 

** Sexto die mensis Augusti 
annoDom. [r485] perdominum 
reverendiim patrem apud Thor- 



negge, institutus fiiit personali- 
ter Johannes Colet acolitus in 
ecclesiam parochialem de De- 
nyngton suae dioces. per libe- 
ram resignationem M. Milonis 
Thorpe, ultimi rectoris ibidem 
rite factam et admissam, vacan- 
tem ad praesentationem domini 
Will. Knevet niilitis, et do- 
minae Johannae uxoris suae, ve- 
rorum ipsius ecclesiae patrono- 
rum, receptoque ab eodem in- 
stituto juramento canonicae obe- 
diential, scriptum fuit archidia- 
cono Suffolc. seu ejiis offi<dali 
ad inducendum. [Ex registro 
domini Jacobi Goldwell^ epis. 
Norvicensis, lib. xii. foL 1 16.] 
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He was also presented by his own father, sir 
Henry Colet, to the church of Thrynning", (or 
Thyming,) in the diocese of Lincoln and county of 
Huntingdon ; to which he was instituted Octob^ 2, 
1490. But he resigned it the latter end of 1498, 
and was succeeded in it by John Smith, chaplain, 
presented by John Peck, Jan. 20, 1498^. He re- 
signed also the prebend of Goodeaster, in the church 
of St. Martin le grand, Jan. 26,. 1508, having in 
1502 been admitted to the prebend of Dumesfbrd 
in the church of Sarum. 

He was scarce nineteen years old, when he was 
preferred to the great living of Denington : which 
practice of taking livings, while a novice, has gene- 
raDy (though v^ry irregular and indecent) prevailed 
in the church of Rome ; and was one of those many 
abuses which have been since removed by the blessed 
reformation. But if he did enter upon a cure of 
souls before he could sufficiently consider the weighty 
charge belonging to it; yet by his care when he 
came to a more mature age he atoned for it : and 
we may see by his excellent sermon to the clergy in 
convocation, that this matter had great weight upon 
his mind; as well as every thing that tended to- 
wards bringing on a reformation in the church. 

It will therefore be no surprise to find, that master 



Henricus Colet mi- 
les preesentamus dilectum 

nobis Johannem Colet, A.M. 
rectorem eccles. paroch. B. 
Marise de Denyngton, Norvic. 
dioc. ad ecclesiara de Thryn- 
ning dioceseos vestrse^ modo 
vacantem per mortem Richardi 
Squyer ultimi rectoris. Dat. 
ult. die mensis Sept. 1490. 



[Reg. Russel, ep. Line] 

M Literse Johannis Peck de 
prsesentatione Johannis Smyth 
capellani ad ecclesiam S. Ni- 
cholai de Thymyng in com. 
Hunt. vac. per resignationem 
M. Joh. Colet clerici, nuper 
rectoris. Dat. 20. Jan. 1493. 
[Autogr. in reg^ Buckden.] 

c 2 
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Colet was possessed of the benefices beforenamed, and 
w^s canon of St. Martin's le grand in London, as 
also of York % when he was in the very lowest or- 
ders of the church ; if not only acolyte, or colet, 
(which title seems to have given name to his family,) 
yet sub-deacon at most. Nor was he ordained dea- 
con till above seven years after " ; soon after which 
(the same year) he was made priests A. D. 1497. 

These dilatory steps seem owing, not so much to 
the custom of the church at that time, as to the tei^- 
der regard which Mr. Colet had to the dignity of his 
sacred office and function, that he might not invade 
it before a maturity of years, and a due preparation 
of studies. 

In order to improve himself more completely in 
the circuits of learning and the knowledge of the 
world, he left Oxford about the year 14939 -and 
seems to have been travelling abroad till 1497, 
or thereabouts. And though we cannot tell every 
stage he passed through during his recess, yet he 
was surely always so careful a husband of his time. 



' Mr. Wharton has thus en- 
tered his preferments. Ad prae- 
bendam de Botevant in ecclesia 
Eboracensi admissus est, 1493. 
Ad prEebendam de Durnesford 
in ecclesia Sarum, 1502. Prae- 
bendam de Goodastir in ec- 
clesia coUegiata S. Martini 
magni Lond. resignavit, 1503, 
Jan. 26. Dein ad prsebendam 
de Mora in ecclesia Paulina, 
1505, Mail 5. Ad decanatum 
Paulinum eodem anno, eodem- 
que (ut videtur) mense ascitus. 
[De Decanis London, p. 234.] 

* Johannes Colet, Lond. dioc. 
artium magister, canonicus in 
ecclesia S. Martini magni 



Lond. et prsebendarius prae- 
bendse de Godecestre, ordinatns 
diaconus per Johannem Olo- 
nensem episcopum, ex licentia 
Thomse Lond. episc. 17. die 
Dec. 1497. [Reg. Sav. Lrond. 
episc] 

' Magist. Johannes Colet, 
canonicus ecclesiae coUegiatae 
S. Martini magni Lond.^ et 
praebendarius praeb. de Grode- 
cestre in eadem> ordinatus pres- 
byter a Thoma episc. Acba- 
densi in capella B. Mariae 
Magd. infra eccles. cathedr. 
Line, in festo S. Annse, A. D. 
1497. [Ex registro W. Smith, 
ep. Line.] 
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that .none slipt from him without due improvement 
abroad as well as at home* 

Part thereof he spent at Paris, (then the grand 
niart of letters,) where he met with very agreeable 
conversation from Robert Gaguinus, the famous 
historian of that kingdom, who had been ambas- 
sador of Charles the French king, A. D. 1490, to 
Henrj VII. And it was this person that raised an 
earnest desire in Colet to be acquainted with Eras- 
mus ; having shewn him a specimen of his parts and 
abilities, in a letter sent to him upon his publishing 
the History of France, Here also he became ac- 
quainted with the memorable Deloine" and 6u- 
dffius'; the former of which recommended him to 
the friendship of Erasmus, and upon many occasions 
spoke honourably of him. 

He made also a tour into Italy ; where he could 
not but contraxrt an intimacy with some learned 
foreigners, as well as his own countrymen, t^ias. 
Grocyney and Thomas Linacer^; who were per- 



" Erasmus D. Francisco De- 

loino Cum ante paucos 

menses apud Coletum tui face- 
rem nientionem, protinus agno- 
vit nomen Deloini, ac recorda- 
tione reteris consuetudinis visus 
est admodum delectari — Antw. 
ix. cal. Mart. 1 5 1 6. [Erasmi 
epist. edit. Bas. 15^1. p. 36.] 

Jam vero non possum non 
deamare plurimum Coletum il- 
ium tuum, virum doctrina vi- 
taeque sanctimoniaclarissimum ; 
qui te, ut scribis, veteris amici- 
tis, ac consuetudinb commo- 
nuit; quae mihi cum illo non 
.▼ulgaris olim intercessit, quum 
Aureliae studionim causa agere- 
mus. [Fran. Deloini epist. Eras- 



mo, edit. Bas. 1 5 2 1 . p. 36.] 

*■ Erasmus Budaeo — Jam in 
operis calce mire philoscf|}hari8 
cum tuo Deloino, viro jam olim 
mibi cognito ex Coleti praedr- 
catione, deinde ex congressu 
quoque prius Aureliae, mox 
Parisiis — Dat. 5. cal. Nov. 
15 16. [Ibid.] 

y Gul. Grocinus — qui prima 
GrsBCiE et Latinae lingu» rudi- 
menta in Britannia hausit, mox 
solidiorem eisdem operam, sub 
Demetrio Chalcondyle et Poll- 
Uano pr»ceptoribus» in Italia 
impendit, &c. [G. Lilii elogia 
.quorundam Anglorum, &c. p.9 1 . 
8vo.]. 

' Tho. Linacer— Eodem fere 
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fecting their skill in Greek at Florence, under the 
instruction of Demetrius and Politianus ; or at Rome, 
under Hermolaus Barbaras : and there he seems to 
have been some months ; in which place, by reason oi 
frequent embassies, there was always an English 
court. William Lilly here first fell under his notice : 
for having learned the Greek at Rhodes, he was im- 
proving himself in the Latin tongue at Rome, under 
John Sulpitius and Pomponius Sabinus^, and William 
Latymer, who was about the same time settled at 
Padua, for the further advancing himself in the 
knowledge of the Greek tongue. 

An English antiquary may be apt to observe, that 
at this time of the great instauration of learning, our 
students and travellers were so intent upon the at- 
taining the Greek and Latin tongues, and so inqui« 
sitive after the purest writers in them, that tbey 
had no leisure to search after oiu- own historians, 
and the national antiquities of Britain : aikl indeed 
they had no appetite to them. They thought (as 
some since with less reason think) that they ware 
the trash of a barbarous age, and would only serve 
to stuff a good memory, and corrupt a good styte. 
And this made our young gentlemen confine thdr 



tempore quo et Grociuius^ Tho. 
Linaertis perdiscendi studio ex 
Britannia in Italian! venit, Flo- 
rentise Demetrio et Politiano 
praeceptoribus usus, atque a 
Laurentio Medicese fainiliae 
principe viro, praeclari ingenii 
adniiratione, familiariter accep- 
tus, Romam inde, optimarum 
artium cognitione auctus — pro- 
fectus, cum aliorum, turn et 
Hermolai Barbari, docta con- 
suetudine usus est. [Ibid. p. 92.] 



* Gul. Lilius— qui mira per- 
egrinandi cupiditate, ingeQuus 
puer, Uierosolymam usque pie- 
tatis studio pervagatus, mox 
inde rediens, Rhodi aliquandiu 
literarum causa substitit, ibique 
Latinae pariter et Graecselingus 
rudimenta perdidicit. Roms 
denique inter felicissima ejus 
seculi ingenia Sulpitium atque 
Pomponium docentes audivit. 
[Ibid. p. 89.] 
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iTavels to France and Italy; when it had been more 
happy, if some of them had taken a view of. (Ger- 
many and the more northern parts ; where, as also 
in Bweden and Denmark, they had noble monu* 
ments of antiquity. Erasmus in his time observed, 
that in colleges and monasteries * amongst the Gten- 
mans, French, and English, there lay dormant many 
ancient books, which they were not willing to com- 
municate, and which in a short time would be eaten 
up by moths and dust, or at least be stolen and 
lost ^ 

• After Mr. Colet'was returned from his travels, he 
rested himself some few months with his father and 
mother at London and Stepney: and he had possibly 
now a greater temptation to appear at court, that he 
might shew the accomplishments he had brought 
home with him, to the world. Besides which, he 
was endued with some natural propensities, that 
seemed fitter for a public life at large, than for the 
confinement of a college or a gown. For he had na- 
turally a spirit exceeding high, and impatient of 
the least injury and affront. He was also by the 
same bent of nature too much addicted to love and 
luxury, and sleep, and mightily disposed to an air of 
fi*eedom and jocoseness ; and had a tincture of avarice 
in him ^ 

^Latitant in coUegiis ac mo- mi ep. edit. 1 542. p. 355«] 

nasteriis Germanorum, Gallo- ^ Siquidem animo pneditus 

rum, et Anglonim, pervetusti erat insigniter excelso, et om- 

codices ; quos, exceptis paucis» nino injuriee impatientissimo, 

adeo non communicant ultro» ad venerem, ac luxum, ac som- 

ut rogati vel celent, vel perne- nura mire propensus, ad Jocos 

gent, vel iniquo pretio vendunt, ac fiicetias supra mpdum pro- 

usum decuplo sestimatorum co- clivis : fasec ipse mihi fassus 

dicum : tandem pulchre serva- est ; nee omnino tutus a morbo 

tos, vd caries tineseqiie corrum- philargyris. [Eras. ep. Jod. 

punt, vel fures auferunt. [Eras- Jon^] 

c 4 
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Had he followed these inclmations, which were 
the alloy of natural corruption and a d^enerate age, 
he had been fitter for any course of life than that of 
a student and divine. But he gave full proof that^ 
true virtue is neither an inability to do evil, nor any 
natural aversion to it ; but a voluntary restraint of 
the innate tendencies and impulses of flesh and Uood 
to vice and immorality. He conquered, and then 
commanded himself^, and brought his high spirit 
to be subject to reason; so that he could bear a 
reproof even from his own servant. His disposition 
to love, sleep, and luxury, he restrained by a con- 
tinual abstinence from suppers, a strict sobriety, a 
close application to . his studies, and by serious a^ 
religious conversation. So that by his philosophy, 
his divinity, his watchings, and fastings, and devo- 
tions, he preserved every step of his whole life from 
the pollutions of the world ; and (as &r as Erasmus 
could possibly gather from their familiar discourses) 
he was perfectly chaste, and died in virgin purity*. 

And yet whenever opportunities offered them- 
selves, either of jesting with facetious persons, <wr 
talking familiarly with the female sex, or of appear- 
ing at feasts and great entertainments, there nature 
would break forth, and you might see some Uttje 
signs and tokens of it. For which reason he very 

^ Explorata est hominis [Co- que coUoquiis profligavk. [lb.] 

leti] ingenua pietas, cujus mi- ^ Adversus h»c ita pugnavit 

•nimam portionem debebat na- philosophia sacrisque studiis, 

. tune suse. — Opes in pios usus vigiliis, jejuniis, ac precibus, ut 

dissipavit, adversus animi eel- totum vitae cursum ab hujus se- 

situdinem ratione pugnavit ; culi ihquinamentis purum pere- 

adeo ut a puero quoque moneri gerit : nam quantum mihi li- 

sepateretur. Venerem^somnum, cuit ex illius consuetudine, col- 

ac luxum, abstinentia ccenae per- loquiisque famiiiaribus ooUigere, 

petua, jugi sobrietate, indefes- virginitatis florem ad mortem 

sis laboribus studiorum, Sanctis- usc{ue servavit. [Ibid.] 
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much forbore acquaintance with laymen^ and espe« 
dally all public entertainments : where, if necessitj 
brought him, he picked out some learned Mend, and 
talked Latin with him, to avoid the profane dis- 
course of the table : and in the mean time he would 
eat but of one dish, and take but one or two draughts 
of beer ; refraining commonly from wine : which yet 
he relished with delight, if veiy good ; but drank it 
in the most sparing manner. Being always jealous 
of himself, he would therefore be constantly upon 
his guard, and cautious, to the last degree, of offend- 
iag any body : and he so behaved himself in all the 
minute circumstances of human life, as if he well 
knew the eyes of all people were fixed upon him. 
There never was a more flowing wit; which for 
that reason delighted in the like society : but even 
then he chose rather to divert to such discourse as sa- 
voured most of religion and eternal life. And if ever 
he indulged himself in any light and pleasant stories, 
he would still give some turn of philosophy and 
serious application to them. He was a great lover 
of little children ; admiring the pretty innocence and 
simplicity in them : and he would often observe how 
our Saviour had set them for our example ; being 
wont to compare them to the angels above ^ 

^Et tamen si quando sese Atque ioterim sumpto ex uno 

obtulisset occasio, vel jocandi tantum genere cibi pusillo, udo 

apud focetos, vel coUoquendi aut altero cerevisie haustu 

cum ffleminis, vel accumbendi in contentus erat ; a vino tem- 

opiparis conviviis, vidisses ali- perans, quo tamen delectaba* 

qua naturae vestigia. £t ob id tur eleganti, sed temperatis- 

fere a laicorum consuetudine sime utens. Ita se sibi sem- 

abstiuuit, sed pnecipue a con- per habens suspectum, cavebat 

viviis ; ad quae si quando coge- ab omnibus, quibus esse possit 

batur, me^ aut mei similem, ad- offendiculo cuiquam. Nee enim 

bibefa^t, quo Latinis fabults ignorabat omnium oculos in se 

declinaret prophana coUoquia. conjectos. Nunquam vidi in- 
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With this excellent spirit young Mr. Colet, as a 
man of understanding, would not trust himself 
among the allurements of the city and of the court ; 
but after he had staid a sufficient time to shew his 
duty and respect to his friends, he retired to Oxford, 
for the happy opportunities of a studious and pious 
life ; yet not to be buried, but to let his light shine : 
and therefore, without reward, he read public lec- 
tures in the university, by way of exposition on the 
epistles of St. Paul^: where (though he had neither 
taken nor desired any degree in divinity) there was 
not a doctor in divinity or law, nor abbot, or any 
other dignitary in the church, but came gladly to 
hear him, and brought their books along with them. 
Whether this commendation is owing to the &me 
and authority of Mr. Colet, or to the ingenuity of 
the hearers, who, in more honourable degrees and 
years, were not ashamed to learn from a younger 
and inferior person, I will not say \ But though the 
novelty of these exercises might at first gather an 



genium felicius ; atque ob id 
similibus ingeniis unice delecta- 
batur: sed ad hsec se inalebat 
demittere, qu» prsepararent ad 
immortalitatem vitse futurae. 
Nulla in re non philosophaba- 
tur, 81 quando se laxarit fa- 
bulis amcenioribus. In pueris 
ac puellis delectabat naturae 
puritas ac simplicitas ; ad cu- 
jus imitationem suos vocat 
Christus, angelis eos solitus 
comparare. [Eras, epist. Jod. 
Jon.] 

8 Jam reversus ex Italia, re- 
lictis parentum scdibus, Oxonise 
maluit agere. lUic publice et 
gratis Paulinas epistolas omnes 



enarravit. Hie hominem nosse 
coepi; nam eodem turn me 
Deus, nescio quis, adegerat. 
[Ibid.] 

^ In theologica prbfessione 
nullum omnino gradum nee as- 
sequutus erat, nee ambierat ; ta* 
men nullus erat illic doctor, 7d 
tfaeologise, vel juris, nullus ab- 
bas, aut alioqui dignitate prae- 
ditus, quin ilium audiret, edam 
allatis codicibus ; sive hoc lau- 
dis debetur CoJeti autoritati, 
sive illorum studio; quos non 
puduerit senes a juvene, doc- 
tdres a non doctore discere. 
[Ibid.] 
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audience, ]ret nothing could keep it up but the abili- 
ties of the performer. 

About this time it was almost come to a custom 
for men of distinguished parts and learning in that 
university to set up voluntary lectures, by way of ex- 
position or comment on some celebrated writer; to 
which the students would repair more or less ac- 
cording to the opinion they had of the men and 
their performances. Amongst others, we are certain 
Mr. Thomas Moore did read upon St. Austin's books 
de Civitate Dei, while a very young man, to a great 
auditory; the seniors and grave divines not being 
ashamed to learn divinity from so young a layman K 
And it ought to be here remarked, extremely much 
to the honour of Mr. Moore, that while he was hard 
at his studies in Oxford, he could not be discouraged 
nor called away by his father ; who, designing him 
for the common law, had a wrong notion, that the 
learning he was gathering would be of no service in 
that profession; and therefore straitened and half 
starved him in the university, to bring him away the 
sooner to the inns of court ^. 

This exercise was also set a foot at Cambridge. 
We are told by a learned author, that Dr. Warner, 
afterwards rector of Winterton in Norfolk, and who 
assisted Bilney at the stake, read there publicly^ 



* Thomas Moms — ^Augu- 
stini libros De Civitate D^ 
pnblice professus est, adhuc 
pene adolescens, auditorio fre- 
quent!, nee puduit, nee pceni- 
tuit sacerdotes ac senes a juvene 
prophano sacra discere. [Eras, 
ep.] 

^Tbo, Moms ^bonas li- 

teras a primis statim annra hau* 



serat, juvenis ad Graecas literas, 
ac philosopbis stiidiiim sese ap- 
plicuit, adeo non opitulante 
patre, viro alioqui pradente 
proboique, ut ea conautem omni 
subsidio destitueret, ac pene 
pro abdicato haberet, quod a pa- 
triis studiis desciscere videretur. 
[Erasmi epist.] 

1 Cpletus Paulinas epistolas 
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George Stafford read also a lecture in the siaime 
place, upon St. Paul's Epistles to the Romans'": 
being probably induced thereto by the example more 
especially of Dr. Colet at Oxford, and afterwards in 
his own cathedraL 

But to return to Mr. Colet at Oxford : his great 
happiness there was, that he became, in a little time, 
acquainted with the learned and immortal Erasmus, 
one of the restorers of good letters and good sense to 
Europe. Erasmus had lived at Paris, and there 
had been tutor to several of our young nobility and 
gentry ; particularly to the honourable ThomasGrey", 
of the Dorset family, and the lord Mdntjoy, by 
whose means probably he was induced to see Eng? 
land the first time : who, while he was thinking of 
a journey to Rome^ stepped over from Calais to Dover, 
about the latter end of the year 1497, but seems to 
have made little or no stay in London ; hastening 
down to Oxford, as the better mart of learning; 
being thither recommended by the prior and canons 
of St. Genovese at Paris, to father Richard Chamock, 
prior of the regulars of the order of St. Austin, in 
the college of St. Mary the virgin, where he was re- 
ceived, and accommodated with diet and lodging, in 
the most courteous and hospitable manner. Father 



Oxonii publice interpretatus 
est; simileque scrip turas de- 
clarandi institutum Cantabrigian 
turn sequutus est doctor War- 
ner, postea rector Wintertoniae 
in Norfolcia; qui etiam Tho. 
Bylney flammis Norwici com- 
busto supremum consilium ad- 
hibuit. [Antiq. Brit, sub Gul. 
Warham.] 

^See Latimer's Serm. p. 1 74. 



" He seems to be son of Tho. 
Grey, marquess of Dorset, who 
had sent his son to the gram- 
mar school of Magdalen col- 
lege in Oxford, to be under the 
care and instruction of Mr. 
Tho. Wolsey, then master of 
that school. Another of the bro- 
thers was Geo. Grey, admitted 
B.LL. Oxford, 15 11. {Wood's 
Athen. Oxon. voL i.] 
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jChamock, ofter a short trial of the parts and good 
qualities of his new guest, gave a character of him 
to master Colet, that he was, in his opinion, a very 
eKceUexit person, and of singular worth and good- 
ness : which did so please him, (having also before 
heard of his . fame abroad,) that he had not the pa- 
tience to wait for an opportunity of seeing this 
learned stranger ; but would make his first address 
with his pen, and wrote immediately to him from 
his own chamber an elegant and agreeable epistle, 
in ,s|ich a turn of obliging thoughts and words, as 
shewed the writer to be a scholar, a traveller, and a 
gentleman^. He tells him that his friend Brome 
had heartily recommended him by letter, but that 



^ Joan. Coletus Erasmo suo, 
S. D. Brumus meus, Erasme, 
in epistola sua, te mihi valde 
commendat. Commendavit te 
tnibi turn fktna tui nominis» 
turn quorundam scriptorum 
tuorum testimonium. Parrhisiis 
qn&ndo eram, Erasmus in ore 
doctorum non erat incelebris. 
Epistola quaedam tua ad Gagui- 
num senpta, in qua iilius ope- 
ram et artem in Gallica historia 
admiraris, a me lecta, erat mihi 
quasi specimen quoddam et 
degustauo perfecti liominis, et 
magnae literaturae, et multarum 
renim scientise. Commendat 
autem te mihi maxime, quod 
venerandus pater, apud quem 
e& isthic, prior domus et eccle- 
use Jesu Christie faeri mihi af- 
firroavit; te, suo judicio, virum 
optimum esse, ct bonitate prae- 
ditum sinigulari. Quamobrem 
quantum possunt literae, et re- 
rum cognitio, et sincera bonitas 
apud homiuem, qui magis h»c' 



vult, et optat, quam profitetur; 
tan turn tu mihi, Erasme, ex jure 
istarum in te virtutum, et debea 
esse semper commendatissimus. 
Quem cum videro, agam pne- 
sens, pro mea persona, quod 
alii egerunt pro te absente: 
commendaboque me tibi, tu- 
seque sapiential ; quem indigne 
alii mihi commendaverunt : nam 
minor majori commendari de- 
bet, indoctior erudition. Verum 
si quid est in mea parvitate, in 
quo tibi vel gratus, veX utilis 
esse potero, id erit in te tarn 
promptum,' et liberale quam 
vult ista tua et exigit praestanda ; 
quem jam venisse in Angliam 
gaudeo : cui velim tam jucunda 
esset Anglia nostra, quam te 
udlem ei tua doctrina arbitror 
esse posse. £^o vero sum in 
te, et ero is qui debeo esse in 
eum, quem opinor tum opti- 
mum, tum doctissimum. Vale* 
Ex cubiculo Oxoniae, [Epis. 
Eras. ed. Bas. 1497. p*355.3 
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he stood before highly commended to him, as well 
by the fame of his reputation abroad, as by the tes- 
timony of his writings : that while he was at Paris, 
he well remembers the name of Erasmus was in the 
mouths of the learned ; and that he had there parti- 
cularly read over an epistle of his to Gaguinus, 
wherein he had celebrated his industry and skill 
in drawing up the history of France, which seemed 
to him to be the specimen of a perfect writer, both 
for learning and the knowledge of the world. But 
stiU the best recommendation of him was, that the 
venerable prior, with whom he now sojommed, had 
yesterday told him, that his new guest, in his 
opinion, was a very excellent person, and endowed 
with singular virtues. " For this reason," says he, 
<< my Erasmus, as far as learning and insight into 
*^ things, and a sincere goodness can make impres- 
" sion upon one, who rather wishes for these talents, 
" than he dares pretend to them ; so far, in right of 
" those accomplishments, you are and must be al- 
" ways most acceptable to me. As soon as I can see 
" you, I shall, in my own person, do for myself what 
" others have done for you in your absence, com- 
" mend myself to you with a better grace, than 
" others have commended you to me : for in truth 
" the less ought to be commended to the greater, 
" and the ignorant to the more learned. But if 
" there be any thing in a person so inconsider- 
" able, wherein I can be any way agreeable or use- 
" ful to you, I am entirely bound to be at your ser- 
" vice. I congratulate your arrival in this island, 
" and wish our country could be as pleasant to you, 
" as I know you, by your great learning, must needs 
" be useful to our country. I am, sir, and shall 
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^^ alwajs be most devoted to one, whom I think to 
^^ be the most learned and the best of men. Farewell. 
" From my chamber in Oxford." 

To this Erasmus immediately returned a very ap- 
posite answer P.- that could he find any thing cmn- 
n^ndable in himself, he should be proud of being 
commended by such a worthy person, to whose 
judgment he allowed so. great a weight, that his si- 
lent esteem alone had been preferable to all the ap- 
plauses of a theatre at Rome. But however, the 
commendations given him' by such a person were so 



P Si quid omnino in meipso 
a^Qoscerem, Colete humanis- 
sime, velmediocri laude dignum, 
l«tarer profecto, cum Hectoi:e 
iUo Nsviano, laudari abs te, 
viro omnium facile laudatis- 
simo : cujus ego judicio tantum 
tnbuo, ut longe mihi sit jucun- 
diortacitatua unius existimatio, 
quam si vd universum forum 
Romanum et acclamet, et ap- 
plaudat Verum tuse laudes, mi 
Colete, tantum abest ut mihi 
cristas erexerint, ut homo natu- 
re putidulus vehementius etiam 
mihi displicuerim. Videor enim 
admoneri qualem me esse con* 
veniat, quuni ea de me prsedi- 
cantur quae in aliis veneror, in 
me desidero. Novi, novi ipse, 
optime, qua me parte calceus 
stringat. — ^En meipsum tibi de- 
scribam ; tanto quidem melius, 
quanto sum ipse mihi, quam 
aliis notior. Habebis homi- 
nem tenui, imo nulla fortuna; 
ab ambitione alienum, ad a- 
mandum propensissimum ; li- 
terarum tenuiter sane peritum, 
*ed tamen admiratorem fla- 
gnmtissimum ; qui probitatem 



alienam religiose veneratur, 
suam habeat nuUam ; qui doc- 
trina facile omnibus cedat, fide 
nemini ; simplicem, apertum, 
liberum ; simulandi et dissimu- 
landi juxta ignarum; animo 
pusillo, sed integro; sermonis 
parci, eum denique a quo prseter 
animum nihil expectes. Hu- 
jusmodi hominem si tu, Colete, 
potes amare, si tua familiaritate 
dignum judicas, ita Erasmum in 
tuo eere numerato, ut nihil 
seque tuum existimes. Anglia 
rero tua mihi quam multis no- 
minibus, tum hoc prsecipue no- 
mine jucundissima est, quod iis 
rebus abundat, praeter quas ni- 
hil mihi solet esse jucundum ; 
hominibus bonarum literarum 
scientissimis, inter quos (ne- 
mine reclamante) facile te 
principem numero ; qui quidem 
ea sis doctrina, ut nulla morum 
probitate commendatus, tamen 
omnibus admirandus esse de- 
beas ; ea vitae sanctimonia^ ut 
citra doctrinae commendatio- 
nem, nemini tamen non charus, 
colendus, venerandus haberi 
possis, &c. 






82 THE LIFE OF 

far fix>m exalting him in his own conceit, that he 
was rather mortified by them : for they only put him 
in mind what he ought to be. That for his part, 
he best knew his own failings ; and therefore would 
presume to give a character oi himself. ^^' You have 
** in me," says he, " a man of little or no fortune, 
'^ a stranger to ambition, a mighty well-wisher to 
love and friendship ; a sort of novice in leamiog, 
but yet a great admirer thereof. One who has a 
** profound veneration for any excellence in others, 
^* as conscious of the want of it in himself; who can 
" easily yield to any one in learning, to none in in- 
tegrity ; a man sincere, open, free, a hater of fab- 
hood and dissimulation ; of a mind lowly and up- 
right, from whom nothing is to be expected besides 
an honest heart. If, my dear Colet, you can love 
such a man, and think him worthy of your friend- 
ship, you may account me your own as effectually 
as any thing you can call your own. Your coun- 
try of England is most pleasant to me upon many 
accounts, but especially on this ; that it abounds 
with those blessings, without which nothing would 
" relish with me, men of admirable learning, among 
** whom no mortal wiU grudge that I reckon you the 
« chief," &c. 

After which he commends the style of his letters, 
as easy, smooth, unaffected, flowing from a rich 
vein, as waters from a clear fountain-head; even, 
and in every part like itself, open, plain, modest,, 
having nothing in it rugged, or rattling, or turbid ; so 
that he could see the image of his soul in his letters*'. 

^ — Quid ego nunc dicaro, placidus, sedatus, inafiectatus ; 
vir optime, quantum me affece- fontis limpidissimi in morena, e 
nt, delectaritque stylus ille tuus ditissimo pectore scatens ; »- 
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And then he thus conchides : ** You speak whatever 
^ jovL mean, and mean all you speak : words arise 
^' from your heart, rather than your lips ; they fol- 
" low your conception, not your conception them. 
** In short, you have that happy facility, that you 
''can deliver without pains, what another could 
<< haidly express with the greatest labour. But to 
^^ yourself I refrain firom your praises, that I may 
^^ not offend against decency ; knowing how un* 
" willing they are to be praised, who deserve the 
" greatest praises. Farewell. Oxford, 1498 '." 

This foundation of friendship laid in writing, 
ended in the strictest intimacy imaginable ; which 
continued to the end of their Uves. Nor can we 
conceive, that the high character given to Colet in 
the preceding letter could proceed from any thing 
but the greatest esteem of him, either from what he 
had heard of him abroad, or from father Chamock's 
character of him there. Erasmus was und^ no 
temptation to flatter him ; nor do we find that he 
was inclined to this piece of servility to any person 
whatever. He was quite the reverse of such a cha; 
racter; too open and free in his speaking, which 
often caused him more trouble and uneasiness than 
otherwise probably he would have met with. 



quails sui undique similis, a- 
pertus, simplex, modestis ple- 
nus ; nihil unquam habens sca- 
bri, contort!, coiri:urbati ; ut 
inihi plane visus sim animi tui 
simulacruni qiioddam tuis in 
Uteris agnovisse ! 

' — Loqueris quae vis ; vis 
quse loqueris. Verba in pectore 
nata, non faucibus, sententiam 
sponte sequuntur; non ilia 



voces sequitur. Denique felici 
quadara facilitate, ea sine cura 
eiiundis, quse vix alius summo 
studio possit exprimere. Sed 
temperabo a laudibus tuis apud 
te duntaacat, ne recentem tuam 
in me benevolentiam oflfendam : 
scio quam nolint laudari ii, qui 
soli laudem merentur omnium. 
Bene vale. Oxonite, 1498. [Eras. 
Ep. p. 255.] 

D 
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TbeBe tiro friends being now htppy in each other's 
ftoqnauitance, ware not wanting to improve it to the 
mutual benefit of one another, particularij at a pub- 
lic dinner in the university » after a Latin sermon'; 
wherie the table-talk was sdiolastical and theokgpca]^ 
master Colet sitting as moderator. Among other dis- 
course Colet said^ ** that Cain's greatest offence, and 
the most odious in Ood's si^t, was his distrusting 
die bounty of our great Creator, and placing too 
^ much confidence in his own art and industry ; and 
so tilling the ground, while his brother Abd, con- 
tent with the natural productions of the earth, 
was dnly feeding sheep\" Upon this argument 
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' Quam vellem nuper, ut ex- 
pectaram, ita nostro illi convi- 
vio interfiiisses ; vero, inquam, 
convivio, non symposio. Mihi 
quidem omnino nullum un- 
quam fuit suavius, lautius, mel- 
litius : deerat nihil. Belli, ut in- 
quit ille, homunculi, tempus 
lectum, locus lectus, apparatus 
non neglectus : iis lautitiis, ut 
vel Epicurum ipsum3 iis ser- 
monibus conditum erat, ut vel 
Pythagoram delectare potuerit. 
Homunculi non belli solum, 
verum etiam bellissimi : et ejus- 
modi qui academiam possent 
facere, non modo convivium. 
Quinam^ inquies ? Accipe, quo 
magis te doleas abfuisse. Pri- 
muai Richardus Prior, ille cha- 
rituia antistes; turn theologus 
is, qui eod^» die Latinam ha- 
buerat concionein, vir turn mo- 
destusf, turn eruditus; deinde 
Philippus ille tuus, homo lepi- 
dissimae festivitatis. I^nesidebat 
Coletus, veteris illius theologise 
vindex atque assertor. Accum- 
bebat dextro prior, homo (ita 



me Deus amet) non minus 
mirabili mixtura, ex omnium 
literarum generibus omiiibus, 
quam ex summa humanitate, 
summaque item integritate con- 
flatus : ad Isevam recentior ille 
theologus ; cui nos quidem Ue- 
vum latus clausimus, ne poeta 
convivio deesset; ex adverso 
Philippus, ne non adeaset ju- 
risperitus : accumbit deinceps 
mixtum, et sine nomine Tidgus. 
His ordinibus ita digestis, sta- 
tim bellum oritur inter pocula ; 
non tamen ex poculis, neque 
poculentum. Cum variis de ve- 
bus parum conveniebat, tum de 
hac pugna erat acerrima : dice- 
bat Coletus, " Cayn ea prinmm 
*' culpa Deum offendisse, quod 
'' tanquam Conditoris beuigni- ^ 
** tati diffisus, suseque nimium 
'* confisus industris, terrampri- 
" mus prosciderit ; quiun Abel, 
'* sponte nascentibus conteatus^ 
** oves paverit." Contra nos pro 
se quisque niti ; theolc^rus ille 
syllogismis, ego rhetoriis. Ne 
Hercules quidem contra duos, 
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Ae whole ooinpaxij engaged ; tiie diriae aipmig by 
drict syllogisms, while fiirasmus opposed in a more 
loose and rhetorical manner: *^ but in truths" saith 
Erasmus, *^ this one diyine, ^Master Colet,) was more 
^ than a match for us ail. He seemed to be filled 
^ witli a divine spirit, and to be somewhat above a 
^ man: he «poke not only irijtfa his voice, but with 
^ Ms eyes, his countenance, and his whole demea^ 
« nQur.^ When the disputation grew too long, and 
iras too grave and severe for sach a cheerful enter- 
tainment, Erasmus broke it off, by tdUing an old 
story 4if Cain, from a pretended anciest auth(»r, 
though purely of his own invention upon the spot ; 
aad so they parted Mends. Erasmus, the same 
year, gives this account of the result of that med>« 
i^, to 4Dne who was invited to it, Johannes fiiKtinus, 
a learned Pbrysian, who tihen studied in the univer- 
sity of Oxford, and was afterwards incorporated Br* 
of Laws, in the year 1510. 

Mr. Colet, as he was ambitious of contracting ac^ 
quaintance with any person of note for virtue or 
kaming, so he obliged Erasmus in bringing him to 
the acquaintance of his fellow-citizen, Mr. More; 
of whom he was used to say, that he was the only 
wit la the island t. And as to Mr. More's opinion 



mat Gf»cL At ille iimu Tin- 
eeiKit omnes. Vtsits est sacro 
qnodam furore debacchari, ac 
nesck) quid homi^e sublimius 
augustiiisque pne se ferre. 
Alnid sonalMit yok ; aliud tue* 
bentur ocuU, alius vultus, alius 
Aqpectns, majorque videri affla-, 
tnft est Duminequando. Tan- 
dem quum et longius processis^ 
set disputatio, et esset quani ut 



coaviyio convienirety gravior at« 
que severior, turn ego meis, Hoc 
est poet», partibus lunctuni$» 
ut et eam eontentionem diseu- 
terem, etfeativiore fabeUa pran- 
dium exhilarareni ; res, inquam, 
perantiqua est, et ex vetustissi- 
mis auctoribus repetenda, &c. 
[Eras. £p. Joanni Sixtino. ed. 
Bas. 1521. p. 252.] 

t Johannes Coletus, vir ac^is 

D 2 
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of Colet, it was so great and lasting, that after he wa^ 
preferred to the deanery of St. Paul's and himself at 
Idncoln's-inn, he constantly attended on his excellent 
lectures ; of which more fully in another place. 

Erasmus (who made up one of the happy trium- 
virate) was so well pleased with the air and convier-^ 
sation of Oxford, that, like many other students, he 
staid till he had spent aU his money, and was in^- 
debted for his commons. Upon this exigence, he 
writ to the lord Mountjoy, to send him that little 
money he had in his hands, that he might be just to 
father Chamock, who had treated him with all pos* 
sible civility and bounty". 

In this letter, dated from Oxford in 1498, he re^ 
members the humanity of Coletj as well as of the 
prior Chamock, and says, that nothing can be 
more sweet, lovely, and charming, than the temper 
and conversation of these two men~: he could live 
even in Scythia, or any the remotest part of the 
world, with two such agreeable friends and com- 
panions \ 

Towards the end of the same year, Erasmus, ex- 



exactiquejudicii, ia familiaribus 
colloquiis subinde dicere solet, 
•* Britannise non nisi unicum 
** esse ingenium,** cum haec in- 
sula tot egregiis ingeniis floreat. 
[Eras. Ep. Uld. Hutteno de Vita 
Jilori.] 

« -^.Pecunias xneas, annulo 
tuo diligenter obsignatas, mitte. 
Priori jam sum inultis nomini- 
bus obaeratus. Ministrat ille qui- 
dem turn benigne, turn prompte. 
Verum quando ille humanissimi 
hominis officio functus est, par 
est nos invicem gratorum ho- 
minum munere fungi ; et quam 



ille libenter dedit» tam nos 11- 
benter reddere. Ut rara supel- 
lectile, ica bonis amicis parcius 
utendum esse censeo. [Eras. 
Ep. Gul. Montjoio.] 

^ — Dici non potest, quam 
niihi dulcescat Anglia tua; id-» 
que partim consuetudine, qu» 
omnia dura lenire solet; partim 
Coleti, Charnocique prioris hu-* 
manitate, quorum moribus nihil 
fingi potest suavius, mellitius, 
amabilius : cum his duobua 
amicis, ego vel in extrema Scy- 
thia vivere non recusem. [lb.} 



DR. JOHN COLET. 87 

tmnely well pleased with his enjoyments at Oxford, 
being suppfied with money, returned to London, to 
wait upcm his pupil, the lord McHintjoy ; and to gain 
and cultivate a better acquaintiance with the men of 
studies and travels, who at that season of the year 
resorted to the court and dty . 

The next summer (if his epistles were right 
dated) he seems to have made a second visit to the 
liaiiversity of Oxford, in attendance upon his scholar 
the lord Mountjoy ; * who left his young lady for a 
while, to go down and study at Oxford, under the 
direction of his old master. From thence Erasmus 
often wrote to his friend Mr. Tho. More of Lin- 
coh's-inn ; and wished he would piit the men of let- 
ters, wha were then in London, in mind of writing to 
bnn, that he might enlarge and fill up the number of 
kamed firiends, and maintain an useftd correspond- 
ence with them. And it seems to have been at this 
time that Erasmus, and his admiried friend Master 
Colet, held first their learned conferences upon our 
Uessed Saviour's reluctances and fears before his last 
passion ; the substance of which Erasmus put after- 
wards into writing^. 

Mr. Colet did by no means approve of the com- 
mon opinion of divines, that our Saviour, upon a 
prospect of his agonies, did in his human nature 
shrink from them ; and as true man, was afraid of 
the cross, and would have declined his sufferings on 
it : and that from the natural desire of escaping the 
trial and cruel torments, he let fall that expression. 



^Des.ErasziiiRot. disputati- est mortem deprecari> Pater, si 

uQcula de tsedio,. pavore,. tris- Jieri potest, transeat a me caUx 

tiua Jesu, iostante supplicio cru- iste. 
cis, deque verbis quibus visus 
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as it were> of human weakness ; Father, if it b^ 
possible, let this cup pass from me. He thaugbt 
this avoidance of the shame and punishment wa^ un- 
worthy of our Saviour's ardent desire of mankind's re- 
demption. He would rather have the signs oA v^* 
luctancy to be only a way of recommending his re- 
solution to bear all for the sake of souls, and giving 
the better trial of his obedience and fortitude ; tliai 
within the view of his cross, and bitter agonies upcn 
it, it might the better become him to say, Neverthe-^ 
less, not my wiU, hut thine, O Lord, he done : and 
for this sense of the scripture, he cited St. Je- 
rome, &c. 

The other opinion, that of the sehoohnen, was 
maintained by Erasmus, who thought it did not de- 
rogaite from our Saviour's patience or love of soiils^ to 
suppose, that as he was become man, he would be 
subject to human infirmities, and exert that fiaturef 
by flying from pain, and earnestly deprecating A de* 
Kverance from it, &c. 

As Erasmus has himself stated the arguments &a 
both «ides ^, it is plain that Colet had the advanti^ 



^ Heri, quum in poineridiana 
conflictatiuncula nostra, Colete, 
ihulta quidem abs te tarn acute, 
tain graviter dicerentur, nee 
tuam mihi sententiam satis pro- 
bares ; a qua tamen dissentire 
magis poteram, quam refellere ; 
inihique viderer non tarn causa 
esse inferior, quam facundia, 
contentionem tu quidem in prae- 
sentia, pro tua modestia, re- 
mittebas : verum digredientem, 
ut rem mecum attentius, amus- 
satiusque perpenderem, orabas, 
negans te dubitare quin si ita 
facerem, illico pedibus in tuam 



iturus essem sententiam. Ac 
meo quidem judicio facieba» 
prudenter. Sciebas enim (irt 
graviter dixit Mimus ilie no- 
bilis) nimium altercando non- 
nunquam atnitti veritatem ; 
prassertim si diaputatio peraga- 
tur his testibus, apud quos doc- 
trinse nostras opinionem pericU- 
tari credamus. Aderat aatem 
Richardus Chamocus praesuU 
vetustissimus amicus tibi» mihi 
recens hospes; sed utriusque 
nostrum pene ex aequo turn 
amans, tum admirans. Itaque 
monitis tuis, mi Colete, libenter 
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of tbe best meaning and of the greatest courage in 
depajrting from the common sentiments c^ the schools 
and the churchy in that credulous age : and it is iur-^ 
ther evident, that, in this controversy those two 
firiends were an example of fair disputants; their 
eontention being for what each of them thought the 
truth, without the least upbraiding or exposing one 
another. And Erasmus condudes bis epistle con- 
cerning this dispute in the most friendly and re- 
sp^tftil manner)^. He calls himself a rash fellow for 
presuming, and a raw soldier for entering the lists 
with such an experienced general as Colet: he 
ought to have remembered, that a rhetorician (as Co* 
let loved to call him) was no match for a divine, 
especially one who had brought oat of Italy the most 
el^ant and ancient leaming,. the treasure of both 
laaguagea Greek and Latin, &c. And therefore he 
^ht well be afraid of receiving any answer from 
Mr. Colet upon this subject, lest he should not be 
able to bear the weight and force of it. Mr. Colet 



sum obsecutus; remqne totam 
mecum atiinio repetens, paulo 
sum fixius pressiusque contem- 
piatns, deposito omni studio^ 
rationes utriusque componens 
atque expendens, imo permu- 
tatione facta, nt tuis pmnde 
ac meis faverem, et meas non mi- 
nus acriter quam si tuee fiiisseiit, 
excuterem. Experiai; igitur si 
possim pugnana Ukun umversam 
Uteris reprssentare. 

J — Sed O me temerariumy 
qui vix dum tyrunculus tanto 
cum imperatore audeam con- 
gredi, prsesertim homo, ut tu 
▼ocas, rhetoricus, in re tarn 
tteologica, hoc est, in arena 
non mea. Verum nihil non au- 



dendum mihi putavi apud te» 
qui quidem elegantiorem vetus- 
tioremque omnem eruditionem 
ita scite calleas, tantas uirius^ 
que linguae opes ex Italia de- 
portaris, ut isthoc uno nomine 
ColeCum vix dum satis agno9- 

cant theologi. Sed jaim 

tuani illam ferratam aciem, 
Nestoreaque instruetam arte, 
expecto. Expecto classicum illad 
ingens. Expecto tela ilia Cole- 
tica, v^ Herculanis certiora; in- 
terim et ipse vires ingenii ex- 
plicabo, contraham copias, li- 
brorum auxilia comparabo, ne 
primam tuam impressionem 

sustinere non queam« 

» 
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had likewise proposed to Erasmus some doubts and 
queries about several darker passages in the epistles 
of St. Paul, which Colet understood in a sense dif- 
ferent firom the common acceptation of the church. 
*^ These matters," saith Erasmus, ^* since it is dan- 
** gerous to dispute openly of them, I had rather re- 
" serve them to our private conversation ; as fitter 
" for word of mouth than writing. Farewel, Colet, 
** thou best of men, the ornament of this university, 
** and my singular delight and pleasure. At Qx- 
« ford\" 

To this letter, master. Colet made a very agree- 
able answer, telling him, that his epistle, as it was 
of a good length, so it was the more affecting and 
pleasant to him : he saw in it a very tenacious me- 
mory, and a very faithful recapitulation of what had 
passed between them: he found in it likewise a 
style worthy a philosopher, apt, just, significant ; set- 
ting things in a true Ught, and even sweetening them 
as much as the severe subject would allow : so that 
the more he read it over, the more he was instructed 
and delighted by it " But,*' says he, " though it be 
** full of forcible arguments and of authorities that 
** are powerful in their weight, as well as in their 
" number ; yet they can never wrest from me, or 
•* any way diminish^ that opinion which I have deq)ly 
" imbibed from St. Jerome. Not that I would be 
" obstinate and hardened in any inveterate error ; 
" but because I verily think, that I follow and de- 
** fend that opinion which is true, or most like the 

* — De reliquis, qiise propo- illis h€t)avo7i v€ptv^TOK« ^^^ce 

nebas ex epistolis Paulinis, quam Uteris agitare. Vale, de- 

quoniam sunt periculosa dispu- cus hujus scholae, et mea volup- 

tatu, malo coram, in nostris tas^ Colete optime. Oxonis., 
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^' truth. In the mean time hear with patience : and 
** when, like two flints, we are striking one another, 
*^ if anj spark of light flies out, let us eagerly catch 
'I at it : we seek not for our own opinion, but for 
*' the truth ; which in this mutual conflict may per- 
" haps be extorted, as fire out of steel*." 

The answer to the arguments of Erasmus foUows 
in such a manner as might be expected firom a gen- 
tleman of sense and good nature. First he confutes 
a notion of Erasmus, held by many others, that the 
holy scriptures were so full and abounding, that they 
might contain several senses in the same words and 
expressions. '* Not," says he, ^' that I deny the Ail« 
^ ness of the scriptures : no, I admire the exuberant 
^ firuitfulness and plenitude of them. But I think it 
** becomes a firuitfiil womb to have its birth of one 
*S kind, fiiU and perfect ; not of various kinds, loose 
<< and undetermined in the nature of them ^." 



*Tua epistola^ eruditissime 
Erasme, ut est bene longa, ita 
est eadem vel multo magis certe 
et disertissima, et jucundissima. 
In ea yidi memoriam teDacein» 
et nostrae altercationis fideleni 
recensionem : in ea acumen 
istud tuum, quo vis tam &cile 
penetrans, quam feliciter: in 
eadem etiam stilum philosopho 
dignum, aptum, verum, signi- 
ficantem, educentem in lucem 
res ipsas, et easdem, quatenus 
mateiise acrimouia padtur did- 
corantem. Itaque et docuit me 
tua epistola lectitantem valde et 
delectavit. Tamen quanquam 
et argumentis impetuosa est, 
et postea exemplis potentibus, 
certe tam pondere, quam nu- 
mero violenta; tamen meam 



mihi opinionem, quam ex Hie-r 
ronymo alte imbibi, nihil adhuc 
nee extorquet, nee diminuit. 
Non quod sumus protervi nos, 
et improba pertinacia indurati : 
sed quod (baud scio an recte) 
tamen quod vei verum, vel 
quod verisimilius est, nos sequi 
et tueri arbitramur. Tu interea 
patienter audi; ac nos ambo, 
collidentibus inter se silicibus, 
si quis ignis excutiatur, eum 
avide apprehendamus ; verita- 
tem enim quserimus, non opi- 
nionis o£fensionem ; qu» forsan, 
argumento argumentum recu- 
tiente, ut ignis ex ferro, a ferro 
percusso elucebit. 

^ — Primum quidem non pos- 
sum assentire tibi cum multis a- 
liisid dicenti,et meo judicio er« 
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After this, be was going oti to answer his argu- 
ments in order. ^ But^'^ says he, ^^ other bnsuiess 
** calls me now away, and I must abruptly end t^s 
^ ktter. Consider in the mean while bow to defend 
^^ your cause ; for I shall certainly attack you in my 
" next letter, till then farewel^.** 

Mr. Colet kept his word, and sent a confutation 
of all the foregoing arguments of Erosraras : but it 
seems the remaining papers were lost or stcden 
away^. 

While Erasmus made some stay at Ox&rd, the 
occasions of master Colet called him to dOHie otiier 
part of England: but whatever was the distaffice, 
those two friends kept a constant corre^Mmdence, 
and Colet used to send his own servant to cany and 
bring back the letters that passed between thenai. 

In one of them ^ master Colet had kindly reproved 



ranti» sacras literas, saltern uno 
aliquo in genere, suapte foecun- 
ditate plures sensus parere. Non 
quod nolim ipsas quam foecun- 
dissimas esse, quarum exube- 
rantem fcecunditatem plenitu- 
dinemque unice admiror : sed 
quod opiner, foecunditatis esse 
ipsius non parturire plura, sed 
unum aliquod, et ipsum verissi- 
mum. 

^ — Nunc ex proposito de- 
scendendum esset in camptnn, 
et cum tuis argumentis contli- 
gendum. Sed alia me avocant ; 
ut nunc cogar huic epistolae fi- 
nem ponere. Quapropter eau- 
sam nostram tecum, et cum 
ista instructa acie argumento- 
rum, dimicationem in alia epi- 
stola expecta. Vale interea. 

d — Bis ad haec respondit 
Coletus; toties rursum Eras- 



mus : verum ea non quibant ha- 
beri, cum hsec imprimerentur. 
[Ep. edit. Argentoratr anno 
1515. 4to.] 

^Quam Isetabar antea vel fdso 
laudari a viro omnium laudatis- 
sirao, tam nunc admoneri gnu- 
deo ab amico stncerissimo. Igi- 
tur posthac pro tuo arbitrata 
. tuum Erasmum Tel laudato, 
vel objurgato, modo quotiitfie 
literarum tuarum aliquid hue 
advolet ; qua re nihil possit ac- 
cidere jucundius. Quod neo* 
tericum theologomm genus, 
qui mens argutiis et sophisticis 
cavillationibus inseneseunt, tibi 
negas placere; ne tu mecum 
vehementer, mi Colete^ sends. 
Non quod illorum studia dam- 
nem, qui nullum omnino stu- 
dium non laudo ; sed cum sola 
sunt ista, neq uUis antiquioribus 
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Srasmus for some fauk and ommon in him : wbidi 
though not mentioned by Erasmus, jret we find how 
well it worked with him ; and that he thought these 
kind moniticms were rather an establishment than a 
breach of friendship, and without which plain dealing 
it was impossible it should sub»st long. Then he 
freely expressed his great dislike of that new theo- 
logy, which was unhapjnly brought into the church 
by the modem schoolmen, and was in efifect nothing 
but the art of trifling and wrangling ; telling hiM 
that he had set himself against those scholastical di- 
vines ; and would, if pos^ble, restore the theological 
studies that were founded upon the scriptures and 
the primitive fathers. That it was upon thi» view 
he had publicly in Oxford expounded the ejHstles of 
St. Paul; and should be glad of a partner in that 
labour of searching the scriptures. And he earnestly 
pressed Erasmus to join with him, and to undertake 
a like public exposition of some part of the Old Testa- 
ment, (while he himself was employed in the New,) 
either a book of Moses, or the eloquent Isaiah, that 
he might so warm the minds and affections of the 
students in those cold winter months that were now 
coming on ^ 
This excellent letter of Mr. Colet is lost : but the 



el^antkmbasqae. condita lite^ 
ris, cjufliDodi mihi vldentur, ut 
sciolum et contentiosutn ho* 
minem reddere possint; sapien- 
tem an possint, viderint alii. 
Quo cum hominum genere in<* 
apugnabiii quum tu, Colete, di* 
micationem susceperis, ut vete- 
fem iUam ac Teram theologiam, 
tttorum spinis obsitain implex- 
amque tu prisiinum nitorem ac 
<lignitatem pro tua virili resti- 



tuas ; proTinciam (ita me Deus 
amet) sumpsisti multis modis 
pulcherrimam, ipsius theologize 
nomine piissimam, &c. 

^ — Hortaris enim, imo pene 
convicio efflagitas, ut queniad- 
modum tu Paulum, itidem ego 
vel priscum ilium Mosen, vel 
facundum Esaiam enarrans, hi- 
bernis his mensibus frigentia 
(uti scribis) hujns gjmnasii stu- 
^a <XfneT accendere. 
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answer of Erasmus shews the contents of it. Where- 
i]i» among the excuses made for not complying with 
the advice of it 8^, the best excuse of Erasmus was, 
that he must soon return to Paris. In the mean 
time, while he was detained in England, partly by 
the winter season, and partly by an embargo laid on 
shipping, upon the flight of a certain commander, 
[/. e. an escape out of the Tower, made by the pre- 
tender Perkin Warbeck,] he had retired for a few 
months to that famous university, to converse with 
scholars and divines, rather than with courtiers. He 
would have Colet go on with his laudable endeavours 
of reforming the studies of divinity, and says : " As 
'^ soon as I am conscious to myself of strength and 
" ability sufficient, I wiU readily come in to your as- 
'^ sistance ; and be diligent at least, if not usefiil, in 
" that excellent work. In the mean time, nothing 
" can be a greater pleasure, than either in discourse, 
" or. by letter, to inquire into the sense and right 
meaning of the holy scriptures. Farewell, my 



(( 



g .. Ego vero, qui mecum 
habitare didici, nee ignoro quam 
sit mihi curta supellex, neque 
doctrinee tautuiu arrogo» quse 
tantis obeundis rebus sufficiat ; 
neque tantum animi robur mi- 
hi reor adesse, ut tot bominum 
sua fortiter tuentium invidiam 
queam sustinere. Quod si 
maxime par sim, ne liceat qui- 
dem : nam mox Lutetiam re- 
lictam repeto ; interim, dum me 
partim hyems hie alligat, partim 
recens cujusdam dueis fuga non 
sinit exire, tuto in banc lauda- 
tissimam academiam me con- 
tuli, ut unum aut alterum men- 
sem, cum tui similibus potius, 
quam cum torquatis istis auHcb 



agerem. Cseterum ubi mihi con- 
seius ero, adesse robur et vires 
justas, accedam et ipse tuis par- 
dbus, et in asserenda theologia, 
si non egregiam, certe sedulam 
operam navabo; interim nihil 
mihi possit esse dulcius, quam 
(ita ut CQQpimus) quotidie vei 
coram, vek per epistolas, de sa- 
cris Uteris inter nos conflictari. 
Vale, mi Colete. Humanis&i- 
mus prsesuU Riehardus Char- 
noeus, hospea meus» commuDis 
mihi tecum amicus, Jussit tibi 
suis verbis multam salutem ad- 
scribi. Oxonis, e coU^o ca- 
nonicorum ordinis divi Augusti- 
ni, quod vulgo dicitur S. Maris. 
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^ Colet. The most courteous prelate, [all heads of 
** religious houses were so called,] Richard Char« 
^ nock, my host, and our common friend, bids me 
" give you his wishes of health and happiness. Ox- 
" ford: from the convent of canons of the order of 
" St. Augustine, commonly called St. Mary's.** Thus 
ends the epistle which is prefixed to the first im- 
pression of the dispute, JDe Ttedio et PwD&reChrutii 
though it seems to have no relation to it, but to have 
been upon some other subject. 

In this epistolary intercourse, Colet and Erasmus, 
like true Christians and divines, consulted and in- 
structed one another, Atid their conversation, while 
together in England, was to promote their mutual 
studies and endeavours for the public good : which 
they continued to do many years after this : for When 
Erasmus was here preparing his immortal work, the 
New Testament in its original, and a new Latin 
version, he was very much assisted by Dr. Colet ; 
who lent him two very authentic Latin copies \ of 
so great antiquity, that he was at first a stranger to 
the literature of them, and was forced to learn their 
alphabet, that he might understand them '\ 



**The two first Gospels were 
copied out of them by Peter 
Meghen, a rare scribe with one 
eye, bom at Brabant in Flanders. 
He was kept by Dr. Colet, in 
the dean's house at Paul's : 
and his most fair transcript is 
now kept in the public library 
at Cambridge. [Smith's Life of 
Colet. 1662.] Habui duos co- 
dices vetustissimos ex biblio- 
theca collegii quod est Lfondini 
sacrum divo Paulo, ex his quam 
multa restitui. [Eras. Apolog. 



adv. Sutorem. Op. torn. ix. p. 

613] 

* Testamentum quod vocant 
Novum, omni qua licuit diligen- 
tia, quaque decuit fide, recog- 
novimus; idque primum ad 
Graecam veritatem: ad quam, 
seu fontem, si quid inciderit, 
confugere, non solum illustrium 
theologorum exempla suadent ; 
verum etiam toties monent 
Hieronymus et Augustinus, et 
ipsa Romanorum pontificum 
decreta jubent : deinde ad fidem 
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' AAar the departure^ Erasmus, master Ckdet h$it 
stitt has common residence at Oxford, where he went 
on with his ns^il ^Lposkion of the apostolical 
epistles ; and did it in such a <;lear ajBfectianate way, 
that he gained much upon his audience. 

At this time it was a new thing to have anj read- 
ings upon the scriptures, even in that place where a 
public divinity lecture was founded by king Cd« 
ward IV ^. And though theological disputations 
were frequently had in many, houses, (especially of 
the religious,) yet the scholasticaL divinity, (which 
then generally prevailed,) did very little concern it- 
self with seriptureL Their readings were ushered 
in with a text, or rather a sentence of Scotus and 
Atiuinas : and the explication was not trjdng it by 
the word of God ; but by the voice of other schdas« 
tic interpreters, and the intricate turns of what they 
called l<^c ; which was then nothing but the art of 
corrupting human reason and the Christian faith. It 
may be noted here, that the use and study of the 
scriptures was so low at that time, and even in tins 
university of Oxford, that the being admitted a 
bachelor of divinity, gave only liberty to read the 
Master of the Sentences, [Pet. Lombard,] and the 
highest degree of doctor of divinity did not admit a 
man to the reading of the scriptures : which made 
Mr. Colet so careless as to those degrees ; who would 
not take them several years after he was capable of 

vetustissimorum Latinae linguae cenda lectio, et in noscitandis 

codicum, quonim duos exhibuit elementis fiierit repuerascen* 

eximius ille divinae philosophise dum. [Erasmus lectori, in An« 

mystes, Johannes Coletus, Pau- not. N.T.] 

linse apud Londinum ecclesiae ^ Hist, et Antiq. Oxon. lib. 

decanus; adeo priscis literarum xi. p. 3 2. 

iypis, ut mihi ab integro dis- 
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4kem» tiU Bt last ^by the iraportunity of his fiieiidB) 
ve &id hm fidoctor of divmity in the year 1504, (as 
lfr« Wood .says,) « degree very beooming one who 
bd sach preferments as he then enjoyed; and 
gneEter be ims designed for; thongh fab thoughts 
Kce ISO TQudi engagetU tiiat he could hardly attend 
to any thaiag else but the destruction of that idol of 
^gnDraBce^tfae cobw^ divinity of the schools, and to 
tsak the scriptures and Jesus Christ in its room ; 
vlach tras ail the faonoitr he sought. 

ife had obsarved these schoolmen to be a heavy 
M nf isrmal fellows, that might pretend to any 
HAag rather tiian to wit and sense : for to argue so 
elalorately about the (^nions and tiie very words of 
tther men, to snarl in perpetual objections, and to 
<li8tiii^ii]sh and divide into a thousand niceties ; this 
^as isdier the work of a poor and barren invention 
than any thing eiseK 

It all along appears that Colet was a great despiser 
cf lihe Sootists ; and even sometimes an abhorrer of 
them: chiefly because they would be divines, with- 
out 80 much as reading tiie scriptiu^s ; as Erasmus 
observed with some indignatio*"'. And that he 
thought them as bad as even Colet himself did, is 
very plain from an epistle he wrote to one of his 
pupils, (Mr, Grey,) wherein he sets them out in their 

^ Scotistas, quibus hominum ^ -— Audivi ego nonnuUos, 

^U8 oeu peculiare tribuit acu- qui sibi usque adeo humanis iilis 

oen, [Coletus] aiebat sibi videri commentatittiiculis jdacebant, 

itupidos, et Ivebetes, et quidvis ut veterum interpretamenta pe- 

pojdufl quam ingeniosos : nam ne pro somniis contemnerent ; 

<ugnt«ri circa alienas sententias, tantumque illis fiducise Scotus 

AC Tevba, nunc hoc arrodere, fiBUsiebat, ut ne lectis unquam 

QQDciUud, et omnia minutatim sacris literis, se tamen absolutos 

^i>>ecare, ingenii esse sterilis theologos putarent. [Erasmi 

^ inopis. [Eras. Jod. Jon. ed. Enchiridion. Op. torn. v. p. 8.] 
fiw.p.176.] 
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proper colours. He had at Oxford (sometime be- 
fore) conversed much with them, and now at Paris 
he was so much in their company, that it might (as 
he writes) be thought he had ahnost conmsenced 
one of them ; " a sleepy surly fellow, of a £ro\¥ning 
countenance, heavy eyes ; a sort of walking ghost, 
and perfectly another man. The mysteries of their 
^'. profound science, they affirm, cannot be attained by 
any one who holds a correspondence with the miises 
or graces. Their followers must unlearn all good 
" letters, and cast up whatever they have drunk 
^' upon the banks of Helicon. I will endeavour," 
says he, ^^ to talk no pure Latin, to say nothing 
smooth or smart, and by degrees I may be fit to 
be owned by them, &c. Yet I would not have 
** you think that I say any thing against the profit 
sion of divinity, (which I entirely love and honour,) 
but only against the mongrel divines of the present 
generation ; a sort of wretched creatui^, whose 
brains are rotten, their language barbatrous, their 
apprehension dull and stupid, their knowledge 
abstruse and knotty, their manners very roughs 
their lives a mere scene of hypocrisy, their speech 
<^ virulent, and their hearts as black as hell. Fare- 
" weU. Paris, 1499^." 
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^ — Rem oppido qiiani pro- 
digiosara audies, sed veram. 
Ego, ille vetus theologus, nu^ 
per Scotista esse ccepi. Quam 
rem ut superi bene vertant, ta 
quoque debes apprecari, si 
mihi faves. Conterranei tui 
somniis (nam Scotum, ut olim 
fuit Homerus, a diversis regio- 
nibiis certatiQi adoptatum, An- 
gli potissimum sibi vendicant) 



adeo sumus immersi, ut vix ad 
Stentoris vocem videamur ex- 
perrecturi. Quid si videres 
Erasmum inter sacros ilios Sco^ 
tistas K€x>iy^et9 sedentem, e sub- 
limi solio praelegente GryUar- 
do ? Si cemeres frontem con- 
tractam, oculos^stupentes, vul- 
turn soUicituro } aiterum esse 
diceres. Ne^ant hums disci- 
plinse mysteria percipi posse ab' 
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This mean opinion of Scolus, and his rigid dis- 
dples, Erasmus had borrowed chiefly from the good 
judgment of master Colet; who despised those 
schoobnai while they were in the greatest ^ vogue 
with the common people.: and evai the most cele- 
brated Aquinas was not more favoured by him than 
the rest. " When I," says Erasmus, " once took oc- 
'' caaqp to commend Thomas Aquinas, as not con* 
" temi^ilde among the later schoolmen, because he 
^ seemed to have studied the scriptures, and to have 
'* consulted the primitive writers, &c. he held his 
^' toague, and seemed purposdy to take no notice of 
''it B^k .w)ien afterwards, in another discourse 
'' witii him, I said somewhat more in praise of 
'' Aii}uiqas^. he looked wistly upon me, to observe 
^ whether I; s^dbe in jest or earnest : and taking me 
'' to be in earnest, he raised himself into «ome 
^ warmtii, and said ; Why are you so fond of com« 
'' meoding. that schoc^an, who, without a great deal 
^ of arrogancf^, could never have reduced all things 
^ into such positive and dogmatical definitions ; and 
" witbo^t too much of a worldly spirit, he could 
** never have so much corrupted and defiled the pure 
" doctrine of the gospel with his mixture of profane 



eo, cui quicquam ommno com- 
mercii sit cum Musis^ aut cum 
Gratiis. Dediscendum est, si 
quid bonarum literarum attige- 
ris; retromendum, si quid hau- 
seris ex Helicone. Adnitor pro 
virili, ue quid Latine dicam, ne 
quid venuste, aut salse : et vi- 
detur res procedere; apes est 
fore, ut Erasmum agnoscant 
aliquando, &c. Verum ne quid 
crres, mellitissime Greie; no- 
iim h«c interpreteiis in ipsam 



dicta theologiam, quam, ut scis, 
unice semper colui : sed in nos- 
tra tempestatis theologastros 
quosdara jocari libuit, quorum 
cerebellis nihil putidius, lingua 
nihil barbarius, ingenio nihil 
stupidius, doctrina nihil spino- 
sius^ moribus nihil aspei'ius, vita 
nihil fucatius, oratione nihil 
virulentius, pectore nihil nigrius. 
Bene vale. Lutetiae, anno 1499. 
[Erasmi £p. ed. Bas. p. 3 ^ ' 
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** philosophy ? I admired this freedom of Ck>Iet in 
^ censuring the head and father of the Thomists : 
<< and it made me look a little more^narrowly into 
^ the writings of that celebrated schoolman ; which 
<* when I had done, it abated very much of my fixr- 
" mer esteem for him ^/* 

That Mr. Colet by his own strength of judgment, 
and Erasmus by his example, should have, in those 
dark days of ignorance and superstition, such sense 
and courage as to despise the schoolmen on both 
sides ; this was a good sign and token of their soon 
opening a way for the reformation. For indeed those 
scholastical divines, on both sides of the church of 
Rome, had made themselves the pillars and buttresses 
of it ; and when they were pulled away, the mighty 
fabric could not but appear weak and ready to fall. 

Erasmus tells his friend Colet, in another epistle, 
(from Cambridge,) that he was forced to fight for 
him with the Thomists and Scotists of that placed: 
being the more angry with those fellows, for hinder- 

^ — Thomse tamen, nescio Quid tu, iDquit, mihi pnedicas 

qua de causa, iniquior erat istum^ qui nisi habuissetinultuin 

quaniScoto. Etenim cum faunc arrogandieynontantateoaeritatey 

apud ilium aliquando laudarem^ tan toque supercilio definissei 

ut inter recentiores non asper- omnia ; et nisi habuisset aliquid 

nandum, quod et sacras literas, spiritus mundani, non ita totam 

et autores veteres videretur Christi doctrinam sua prophana 

evolvisse (cujus rei suspicionem philosophia oontaminasset. Ad- 

mihi fecerat catena quae voca- miratus sum hominis Mova-ut' 

tur aurea) et aliquid haberet in o-fioyyCGepiquediligentius^usviri 

scriptis aflectuum, semel atque scripta evolvere. Quid verbis 

iterum dissimulavit obticescens. opus est? omnino deoessit ali- 

Verum ubi rursus, in alio col- quid meee de illo aesdmationi. 

loquio, inculcarem eadem vehe- [Eras. Ep. Jod. Jon. ed. Bas. 

mentius^ obtuitus est me, velut p. 576.] 

observans serio ne haec dice- p — EiSt mihi nonnunquam 

rem, an c/pa)yci^»y, cum animad- dimicatio pro te cum his Tho- 

verteret me ex animo loqui, tan- mistis et Scotistis ; sed de bis 

quam afflatus spiritu quodam. coram. [Erasmi Epist.} 
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iDg the progress of learning ; especially of the Grreek 
language, at that time making its way into the 
woild : Hrhich they were so mad at, that they could 
sot forbear flying out against it even in their pul-- 
pits^; and endeavoured to run it down, under the 
notion of heresy, as hath been before hinted ' . 

But for all the good precautions of great and wise 
m^ polite learning and the true use of the learned 
hag^ag|ss made slow advances in the world. And 
this calls to mind a pleasant passage of one of the 
dan before spoken of. 

Though the knowledge of the Greek tongue was 
at this time very low, yet there was a comment on 
Aristotle ventured upon for the sake of the school- 
men ; wherein, (as ill-luck would have it,) by the mis- 
take (or rather ignorance) of the coiQmentator, in-^ 
stead of if^^ €(mv aiiAof, anima e^t immaterialis, was 
read 4^07 €<rr<y avAor and so it was rendered anima 
est Hbiay instead of immaterial^. This put the good 
man's brains, while reading upon that author, on the 
testers to clear his text : but at last he thought he 
had done notably, when he brought no less than 
fifteen reasons (such as they were) to prove that odd 
assertion, that the soul was a pipe, which Aristotle 
never so much as dreamt of. 

This was the case with all of them, as to their 

^ — Peccant qui odiose voci- rant) qui corrigit precationem 

fenmtur in hactenus recepta dominicam, qui castigat canti* 

studia, licet infantia : sed gra- cum Magnificat, qui emendat 

VIU8 peccant, qui conscenso evangelium S. Johannis. Adeste 

iHggesto, unde solet audiri tuba prefecti, succurrite cives, tan- 

evangelica, Christi gioriam per- tain pestem arcete rebus huma- 

sonang, seditiose claqfiitant ; ar- nis. [Eras. Epist. ad Laur. 

ceteliberos vestros aGrsecis lite- Campag. Card, preefixa Paraph, 

na, hinc nascuntur haereses ; ne in ep. ad Ephes.] 
t«ngitelibros illius et iliius (ne- ' Page 13. 

<iue enim a nominibus tempe- 

ES 
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Ignorance in the Greek tongue. But yet they hugged 
themselves under this venerable mantle, and pro- 
claimed every one an heretic, who understood that 
tongue; especially if he made use of his skill in 
translating or criticising upon the New Testament. 
And this aversion to good literature remained all the 
reign of Henry VII. and the beginning of Henry VIII. 
About which time, even at Oxford, a preacher de- 
claimed openly at St. Mary's against the pemidous 
innovation of the Greek tongue ; and raised such a 
ferment about it among the students, that the king^ 
then at Woodstock, (having had the matter rightly 
stated to him by Mr. Thomas More and Richard 
Pace,) sent his royal letters to the university, to allow 
and commend that study among the young men^. 

It was not long after this, that a divine, preaddBg 
at court, presumed to rail plentifully at Greek learn- 
ing, and new interpretations of the scripture* Dr. 
Pace cast his eyes upon the king, to observe how his 
majesty was affected with such stuff. The kii^ 
smiled upon Pace by way of contempt of the 
preacher; and after sermon sent for him, and ap- 
pointed a solemn disputation, wherein he himself 
would be present, to debate the matter between the 



" — ^Aoglia duas habet acade- 
mias, haudquaquam incelebres, 
Cantabrigiam et Oxoniani. In 
utraque traduntur Gnecse li- 
terae: sed Cantabrigise tran- 
quiUe, quod ejus scholee prin- 
ceps sit Johannes Fischerius, 
episcopus Roffensis, non erudi- 
tione tantum, sed et vita theo- 
logica. Verum Oxonias, cum 
juvenis quidam, non vulgariter 
doctus, satis feliciter Grseca 
profiteretur ; barbarCis quispi- 



am, io popular! concione, mag- 
nis et atrocibus convitiis de- 
bacchari coepit in Graecas lite- 
ms. At rex, ut non indoctus 
ipse, ita bonis literis fi&vens 
(qui tum forte in propinquo 
erat) re per Morum et Pacaemn 
cognita, denunciavit, ut volen- 
tes ac iubentes Graecanicam li- 
teraturam amplecterentur. Ita 
rabulis ilHs impositum est silen- 
tium. [Eras. £p. Pet. Mosel- 
lano, Lovan. 1519.] 
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preacher opposing, and Mr, Thomas More defend- 
ing the use of the Greek tongue. When the time 
came, Mr. More began an eloquent apology in favour 
of that ancient language. The divine, instead of an- 
swering to the purpose, feU down upon his knees, 
and only begged pardon for giving any offence in the 
pulpit. And excusing himself, that what he did, 
was by the impulse of the Spirit : not the spirit of 
Christ, says the king, but the spirit of infatuation. 
His majesty then asked him, whether he had read 
any thing of Erasmus ? He said, No. Why then, 
says the king, you are a very foolish fellow, to cen- 
sure what you never read. I have read, says he, 
something they call Mmra. Yes, says Pace, may 
it please your highness, such a subject is fit for 
such a reader. At last the preacher, to bring him- 
self the better off, declared, that he was now better 
jeconciled to the Greek toiigue, because it was de- 
rived from the Hebrew. The king, amazed at the 
%norance of the man, dismissed him, with a charge 
that he should never again preach at court ^ 



V'" 



^ — Accipe et alteram, hiiic 
similem fabellam. Theologus 
quidam, cum in aula conciona- 
retur apud eundem regein» 
ooepit in Graecas literas, et novos 
interpretesy non minus impu- 
denterquam stolide debacchari. 
Pacaeus in regem conjecit ocu- 
ios, observans quo vultu haec 
audiret. Is mox Pacseo sua- 
Titer arrisit. Peracta condone, 
jussus est adesse theologus. 
Datum est Moro negotium, ut 
adversus hunc tueretur Grsecas 
literas. Rex ei disputationi 
voluit interesse. Ubi Morus 
multa facundissime dixisset ; 



Jamque theologi responsio ex- 
pectaretur: is, fiexis poplitibus, 
nibil aliud quara veniani depre- 
catiis est : sic tamen extenuans 
admissum, ut diceret se inter 
concionandum Spiritu quodam 
afflatum, hoc in linguam Grse- 
cam effudisse. Turn rex. At- 
qui, inquit, spiritus iste non 
erat Christi, sed stultitise. De- 
inde rogat, num quid legisset 
Erasmicum ; neque enim latuit 
regem, quod in me torserat 
quiedam. Negat legisse. At 
isto, inquit, argumento, declaras 
te palam esse fatuum, qui dam- 
nes quod non legeris. Sub haec 

£ 3 
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It ought to be looked upon as a singular provi- 
dence, that king Henry VIII. was bred a scholar, 
and became a good judge in divinity; and likewise 
that some of his prime ministers were men of let- 
ters and languages : otherwise the court about this 
time might have been deluded by those old btgots, 
without ever seeing their hjrpocrisy and profound 
ignorance. 

To dispute with those old theologues, was like 
fighting with beasts at Ephesus: and jet these 
were the monsters our Colet often engaged with ; 
and did easily vanquish, though not convince. For 
they always looked upon him with a jealous eye ; 
who, besides his love of Greek learning, had some 
other violent symptoms of heresy upon him : and his 
friend Erasmus owns, that he had much more here- 
tical pravity in him, than he himself had.» 

Indeed Colet thought some usages in the church 
were intolerable, which Erasmus could more easily 
bear : but both agreed in the necessity of a reform- 
ation ; for which all good and pious men could not 
but sigh out their wishes. And it is certain, that 
both these great men did jointly promote and for- 
ward it; not only in pulling down those strong 
holds of ignorance and corruption, the scholastical 
divinity, and routing entirely both the Scotists and 
Thomists, who had divided the Christian world be^ 



theologus : Legi, inquit, rem 
quaudam, quae vocatur Moria. 
Hie Pacseus interloquens, Hoc, 
ait, argumentum, serenissme 
rex, huic maxime congruit. 
Denique commentus est theo- 
logus et aliud enthymema, quo 
leniret factum ; Graecis, inquit, 
literis non perinde sum infensus. 



quod originem habeant ex lin- 
eua Hebraica. Rex, admiratus 
msignem hominis stultitiam, 
jussit abire: sed hac lege, ne 
unquam rediret in aula concio- 
naturus. [Eras. Ep. Pet. Mo- 
sellano, &c. edit. Bas, 1540. 
p. 241.] 
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tween them ; jbut also in diacovering the shameful' 
abuses of monasteries, and houses called religious, 
and the perils of imposing celibacy on the clei^ : 
to which places Colet gave little or nothing while he 
Iiyed» and left not a farthing when he died ; yet not 
so much disliking the orders themselves, as their way 
of livings 

These houses had by this time so far lost their re- 
patation, that a new abbey or priory had not been u 
founded for above thirty years ; and very few and 
dender benefactions had been made to any of the 
ancient foundations. It was in contempt and de« 
^te of them, that public charities began now to 
run in another channel, that of schools and colleges ; 
of which a greater number had been erected and en- 
dowed within that time, than for a hundred years 
before. 

And it is certain, the restoration of languages, and 
the learning of the ancients, was now owing to a 
disrelish of the barbarous schoolmen, and a new 
taste of classic authors, old Greeks and Bomans. 
But the students in Scotus and Aquinas had got 
such a rude style, and such an intricate way of puz- 
zUng the world, that they had much to unlearn be- 
fore they could attain to any benefit in those politer 
studies. And this was not only the case in England, 
but in other countries. At Florence, the first aca- 
demy of tongues and arts, we find the noble Jo. Fi- 
cus Mirandula complaining of his blind and slavish 
way of education ; and his grievous loss of time, in 

* — Eisque aut nihil, aut beat ordines ; sed quod homines 

quam minimum laigiebatur ; ac professioni suae non r^ponde« 

M moriens quidem aiiquid illis rent. [Eras. Jod. Jon.J 
^dit: non quod invisos ha- 

£ 4 
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being so laboriously idle among the schoolmen : to 
no purpose, but to gain an ill habit of mind ^ 
: But to return to Colet. Notwithstanding the odium 
he had gained amongst the generality of the church- 
men, and his freedom from ambition of any sort, un- 
less to do good, and to be serviceable to the world ; 
he was, without one single step of his own^ made 
dean of St. Paul's > , upon the promotion of Dr. Ro- 
bert Sherburne to the see of St. David's; wha* had 
the temporalities delivered, 12. April, 1505, and the 
restitution of the spiritualities the 4th of May fol- 
lowing^. 

This preferment that wise king, who (as Sir Henry 
Wotton, in a letter, remarks) loved to give unex- 
pected and undesired favours, thought very proper 
for him, upon the account of his being a most emi- 



* — Expertus sum ego, cum 
semper alias, tum hac proxima 
tua ad me epistola ; in qua dum 
barbaros hos philosophos in- 
sectaris, quos dicis haberi vulgo 
sordidos, rudes, incultos ; quos 
nee vixisse vivenles, nedum ex- 
tincti vivant ; et si nunc vivant, 
vivere in poenam et contume- 
liam : ita Hercule sum com- 
motus, ita me puduit piguitque 
studiorum meorum (jam enim 
sexennium apud illos versor) ut 
nihil minus me fecisse velim, 
quam in tam nihili facienda re 
tam laboriose contendisse. Per- 
diderim ego, inquam, apud Tho- 
mam, Johannem Scotum, apud 
Albertum, apud Averroem, me- 
liores annos ; tantas vigilias 
quibus potuerim in bonis literis 
fortasse nonnihil esse. Dat. 
Elorencise, in. nonas Junias, 
MCCCCLXXXV. [lUust. Vi- 
rorum Ep. 1526. 4to,] 



y — Ab his sacris . laboribus 
[i. e, Paulinis epistolis Oxonie 
enarratis] regis Henrici ^us 
nominis septimi favore, Londi- 
num est revocatus, ac decanus 
apud divum Paulum factus, ut 
illius prseesset coUegio, cujus 
literas sic adamabat. E^t au- 
tem ea dignitas ejus nominis 
apud Anglos prima, tametsi 
simt aliae proventu magis opi- 
mo. [E^ras. Jod. Jon. id. Jun. 
1521.] 

^ Rymer*s Foedera, torn, xvi, 
p. 115. 

^ After three years be was 
translated from St. David's to 
Chichester; where, having sat 
twenty- eight years, he died 21. 
August, 1536, aged ninety-six, 
and was buried in his cathedral 
church; which had been cu- 
riously beautified and adorned 
at his own charge. 
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nent divine and excellent preacher^ and . this the 
chief church in his capital city ; as also his being a 
native of, and the son and heir of one who had been 
twice chief magistrate of that city. 

Such an advancement of Colet did much rejoice 
all. good men, who knew his fitness for so eminent a 
station : and his friend Erasmus was sure to take 
the first opportunity of letting him know how grate- 
ful to him the news was of his honours and prefer- 
ments. For beiog at this time in the house of an 
Englishman at Paris, Mr. Christopher Fisher^, a 
singular friend to Dr. Colet, and a special promoter 
of all sorts of good literature, was soon informed 
from the English court, of this intended disposal of 
the deanery of St. Paul's, and of the degree of doc- 
tor of divinity taken by Mr. Colet, in order to it : so 
he writes him a congratulatory letter ^ ; which be- 

^ SooD after bishop of Elphin accidere> ne ideo desierim esse 
in Irelandy and prebendary of in animo» quod absim ab oculis. 
Hustwayl in the church of Quod autem compluribus jam 
York ; employed as the king*s annis nihil a Coleto redditar li- 
agent in the court of Rome, terarum, vel occupationes tuas, 
from whence he brought the vel quod certum non scires ubi 
pope's trifle^ a golden rose, an- loconim agerem, denique quid- 
no 15 lo. yis potius in causa fuisse mihi 
. ^ Erasmus Joanni Coleto, S.P. persuaserim, quam oblivionem 
Si vel amicitia nostra> doctissime amiculi. Sed ut de silentio nee 
Colete, vulgaribus causis coiis- debeo, nee velim expostulare te* 
Bet, vel tui mores quioquam un- cum, ita majorem in modum te 
quam vulgi sapuisse visi essent, oro obsecroque, ut posthac tan- 
vererer equidem nonnihil, ne ea tillum otii suffureris studiis ne- 
tam longa tamque diuturna lo- gotiisque tuis, i)uo me nonnun* 
corumactemporumsejunctione, quam Uteris tuis compelles. 
si non interiisset, certe refrix- Miror nihildum tuarum com- 
isset. Nunc quoniam te mihi mentationum in Paulum atque 
doctrine cujusdam singularis in evangelia prodiisse in lucem. 
sdmiratio, amorque pietatis, me Equidem non ignoro tuam mo- 
tibi spes fortasse nonnuUa, vel destiam ; verum ista quoque 
opinio potius harum rerum tibi aliquando vincenda, et pub- 
conciliavit; non puto metuen- lies utilitatis respectu excuti- 
duQ] esse, quod vulgp videmus enda. De doctoris titulo, ac de- 
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gins with an apok^ for the long dlence between 
them: supposing that a friendship first laid in the 
love of learning and religion^ cannot easily be di»- 
solved by any distance of time and place, nor by any 
casual intermission of correspondence; and being 
persuaded the reason, why he has had no letter for 
some years from Mr. Colet, was either his continual 
crowd of business, or his not knowing how to direct 
a letter, (or was indeed any thing rather than a for* 
getfiilness of his old friend,) he would not now ex- 
postulate with him for his past silence ; but would 
only adjure him, from henceforward, to steaL now 
and then an hour from study and business to write 
to him. He wonders Colet had not yet published 
his commentaries on St. Paul's epistles, and on some 
of the four evangelists ; knowing the reason of it to 
be his great modesty, which ought to yield and give 
place to the public good. And as to his doctor'3 de- 
gree, and the honour of a deanery, and some other 
distinguishing rewards of his virtue and merit ; he 
could not so much congratulate his person, who 
would have nothing but the labour and the burden 
of them, as he did the world, which would have the 
benefit: and the honours themselves, which then 
seemed worthy of their name, when they fell upon 
a man of merit, without his own seeking. 

To this judgment of Erasmus, which proce^ed 
from one who knew him so intimately before his ad- 
vancement, accords the account he gives of him af- 

canatus honore, neque non aliis quam us, quibus tu ista gestuma 

quibusdam oraamentis, quae tuis es, quam ipsis honoribus, qui 

virtutibus ultro delata esse au- turn demum hoc nomine digni 

dio, non tam tibi eratulor, videntur, cum inciderint in pro- 



• 1 •! • 



quern, certo scio, nihil mde sibi merentem, neque tamen ambi- 
praeter laborem vendicaturum, entem. [Bras. £p. Coleto.] 
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temrards. ^* ¥txt this excellent man," says he^ '' as if 
^ he had been called to the labours, not to the dig* 
^ nity of his office, restored the decayed discipline of 
** his cathedral church, and brought in what was a 
*^ new practice there, preaching himself upon Sun- 
** days and all solemn festivals. In which course of 
^ preaching, he did not take a desultory text out of 
^ the gospel or epistle for the day ; but he chose a 
^ fixed and larger subject, which he prosecuted in 
'* several successive discourses, till he had gone 
^ through the whole ; as suppose, the gospel of St. 
** Matthew, the creed, or the Lord's prayer. And 
** he had there always a full auditory ; and amongst 
^ others, the chief magistrates of the dty." 

The frequent preaching of dean Colet, in his own 
cathedral, set a good example to some other deans, 
to do the same good office in their respective 
churches ^ : as particularly at Litchfield, Dr* CoUii^- 
wood introduced the pious practice of preaching 
every Sunday ; being the first and only preacher of 
all the deans ^ there. 

That St. Paul's church might be constantly sup* 



^ Hie vir optimus, tanquam 
ad opus vocatus, non ad digni- 
tatem, collegii sui coliapsam 
disciplinam sarcit ; et quod erat 
illic novum, singulis diebus fes- 
tis Id sue temple concionari in- 
stituit, prster condones extra- 
ordiuarias quas nunc in regia, 
Duuc aliis atque aliis locis na- 
bebat. Porro in suo templo 
non sumebat sibi carptim argu- 
mentum ex evangelio, aut ex 
epistoiis apostolicis ; sed unum 
*Iiquod aigumentum propone- 
bat, quod diversis concionibas 
ad finem usque prosequebatur ; 



puta evangelium Matthsei, sym- 
bolum fidei» precationem domi- 
nicam. £t habebat auditorium 
frequens ; in quo plerosque pri- 
mores suae civitiitis. [Eras. Ep.] 
^ Magister Radulphus Col- 
lingwood, S. T. P. et praeben- 
darius de Doi^et, decanus Lich- 
field prsefectus, eodem anno 
(15 1 2.) inchoavit residentiam 
in primo Januarii. Is primus 
et solus omnium decanorum in 
more babuit, concionem ad po- 
pulum quolibet die dominico 
habere, ad tempus horae dimidi- 
atse. [Angl.Sacr.yoLi. p.456.] 
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plied, the dean called in to his assistance other 
learned and able persons ; amongst whom was mas- 
ter William Grocyne; whom he prevailed upon to 
read divinity lectures upon some part or other of the 
holy scriptures, as I conceive : for though Mr. Wood 
seems positive, either from Erasmus, or at least from 
Mr. Fox, that his lectures were upon the book of 
Dionysius Areopagita, commonly called Hierarchia 
Ecclesiastical even in dean Colet's time; yet this 
seems not probable, if we trust even to the computa- 
tion of Erasmus himself; who answering the divines 
of the faculty of Paris, about 1530, where he men- 
tions Grocyn's ingenuous and open retractation of 
his opinion ^ in relation to that author, (accounting 
him altogether spurious, though he had a little be- 
fore with great vehemency asserted the contrary,) he 
says expressly, that those lectures upon Dionysius 
were ante annos triginta ; which must carry it back 
to dean Sherbom's time. Dr. Colet's predecessor. 
However, it is plain that the public lecturers, both 
in the universities and in the cathedral churches, 
took the liberty of reading upon any book rather 
than upon the holy scriptures; till Dr. Colet re- 
formed that practice, and both in Oxford and in St. 
Paul's, brought in the more useful way of reading 



^ Londini, in eede Divo Paulo 
sacra, magna celebritate coepit 
pro6teri Uierarchiam Ecclesias- 
ticam : atque in praefatione sto- 
machatus est in eos, qui nega- 
rent esse ilium Areopagitam : 
notans^ opinor, Laur. Vallam ; 
verum ubi jam aliquot hebdo- 
madas esset professus, atque at 
fit, propius ac familiarius in- 
trospexisset autoris ingenium, 



non dubitavit apud eosdem au- 
di tores, TraXivwSciV priorem sen- 
tentiam, profitens sibi nequa- 
quam videri Dionysii Areopagi- 
tse. Recens adhuc est Grocini 
memoria ; facile possum redar- 
gui, si quid mention [Eras. 
Declarat. ad Censuram Facul- 
tatis Theol. Parisien. Op. torn, 
ix. p. 743.] 
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and expounding St. Paul's epistles, or some other 
parts of scripture. The said Grocyne, after he had 
continued some time to be so publicly useful, was 
preferred to the wardenship of Maidston in Kent^ 
and the rectory of Newinton-LongviU in co. Bucks, 
and perhaps some other place; but though one of 
the best scholars and most judicious divines of the 
nation, had only these small preferments, (far bdow 
the worth of so great a man,) and was so bare in 
them, that he was forced to pawn his plate to the 
master of the rolls. Dr. John Yonge ; who, dying be- 
fore him, did, by will, restore it, and remit the prin* 
dpal debt and interest upon it. 

After Grocyne, dean Colet jHXMnired other learned 
men, to go through a like course of divinity lectures 
in his cathedra], for which he made them a generous 
allowance. And among others, there was a very 
learned Scot, (probably John Major, D. D.) who (as 
an historian of that age relates in his Annals, 2S 
Hen. VII.) interpreted the epistles of St. Paul in 
that cathedral, with the attendance and approbation 
of a great number of the ecclesiastics, who had that 
benefit gratis; it being weU known, that the re- 
verend dean maintained that lecture by a suitable 
exhibition, or salary allowed for it ^. 

Another (no less famous) person encouraged to 
take his part in these labours, was father John Sowle, 
a Carmelite, in the White-friars in Fleet-street : who 

sMense Jan. xxiii. Hen. VII. tur ; quam quidem lecturam re- 

—— Sub idem tempus ad verendus ejusdem ecclesise de-* 

sanctum Paulum quidam do- canus, Colet, omnibus palam 

ctor theologus, Scotus natione, exhibuisse dicebatur. [Bern, 

epistolas •—— — magna doctissi- Andr. Tholosatis Annales. xxiii: 

morum virorum ecclesiastico- Hen. VII. MS, Cotton, Jul. A. 

mm cum approbatione atque 3.] 
frequentia, gratis interpretaba- 
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was a great admirer and preacher up (tf the doctrine 
of St. Paul, as well as of an unUameaUe life and con- 
versation, and upon both accounts much vahied and 
esteemed by oiir religious dean K 

Nor can I forget to put Erasmus himself amongst 
these divinity readers : he having prepared some 
lectures according to the direction of the dean, by 
way of commentary on the epistle of St. Paul to the 
Romans i ; which he at first undertook by the sug- 
gestion and example of Mr. Colet at Oxford, and af- 
terwards enlarged by his advice, with an intention to 
read them in St. Paul's church at his second comii^ 
into England : but his meeting with a great many 
avocations, (such as visiting old friends, contracting 
new acquaintance, writing various epistles, revising 
and preparing several things for the press ; and above 
all, his accepting the invitation of Dr. John Fisdtier, 
to spend some time in Cambridge,) prevented him 
from putting in practice what he had iuUy designed. 

After dean Colet had retained several learned 
men successively, to read these theological lectures 
in his church, he at last procured a settlement for 
ever, for such a lecture to be constantly read there 



^ Johannes Souiile Carmelita 
London, magnus apostoli Pauli 
sestimator ac propalator, doctor 
doctori Coleto v^de familiaris, 
&c. [Balei Centurise.] 

» Deinde liber atque toto pe- 
ctore divinas literas aggrediar, 
in his reliquam omnem aetatem 
insumpturus. Quanquam ante 
triennium ausus sum nescio 
quid in epistolani Pauli ad Ro- 
manos, absolvique uno quasi im- 
petu quatuorvolumina : progres- 
suru9, ni mt qusedam avocas- 



sent, quorum iUud praecipuum 
quod passim Graeca desiderarem. 
[Erasmi Jo. Coleto ep. dat. Lu- 
tetise, MD IIII. ed. Bas. 1521. 
p. 415.] Sunt adhuc apud me 
nonnulla jam olim coepta, quo- 
rum de numero sunt commen- 
tarii in epistolam Pauli ad Ro- 
nianos. Cujus operis absolve- 
ramus libros quatuor, ante an- 
nos, ni fallor, viginti duos. 
[Cat. Lucubrationum. dat. 3 cal. 
Feb. 1522.] 
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three dayd in every week» by the chaacellor of the 
church, CM- his sufficient deputy K 

It is true, divinity lectures had been read ia La- 
tm within many other cathedral churches, for tiie 
benefit of the priests and clerks belonging to them : 
but the Subject of them (as of all sermons ad de-* 
rum in the two universities, and in all ordinary visi- 
tations of the rural clergy) was commonly a question 
in scholastic thedlogy, running into Mvolous doubts, 
and elaborate resolutions out of the oracles of Sco- 
tus, and his puzzling interpreters ; not to edification, 
but to a confounding the thoughts of God and reli- 
gion ; though I find one instance to. the contrary L 

It therefore redounds much to the honour of dean 
Cdet, that he first engaged to purge away that bar- 
barous divinity out of the capital church of St. Paul, 
and to introduce the more Christian practice of in- 
terpreting and expounding the holy scriptures ; and 
especially the epistles of St. Paul, which contains the 
fimdamental doctrines of salvation ; and with which 
he was to that degree enamoured, that he seemed to 
be wholly wrapt up in them ; as may be seen in 
an excellent epistle of his in the appendix, which 
was never before published. And it is very plain, 
that this way of his in expounding the scriptures. 



^Vide statuta, ordinationesy 
et decfeta Ricardi London, 
episcopi, cum assensu decani 
et capituli, et inagistri Willel- 
m Lycfafelde eancellarii, pro 
lectura in theologiajam denuo 
restaumnda, et debite obser- 
vanda, in ecclesia S. Pauli Lond. 
a dicto ecclesise cancellario» vel 
*iio ejus deputato per 3 dies 
nog. septiman. Registr. f^tz. 
James. 1518. p. 128. 



1 Acta visitationis eccles. 
cath. Line, per Willielmum 
Lincoln, episcopum, die xxix. 

Martii» anno MD post 

concionem Latine habitam per 
Edwarduni Powel, sanctse theo« 
logiae doctorem, super haec 
verba. Gen. xxxrii. VadCy et 
vide, si cuncta prospera sint 
ergafratres tuos, 8sc. [Memo- 
rand. Smyth episc. Line. MS.] 
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though in a tongue unknown to the peojde, did be-* 
gin to raise in them an inquiry after those oracles of 
God ; and by degrees inflamed that love and zeal to 
search the scriptures, which soon opened a way to 
the blessed reformation. But till this time (to say 
nothing of those portions of scripture which were 
recited in the Latin offices) there was scarce so 
much as a Latin Testament in any cathedral church 
in England. Instead of the gospel of Christ "*, there 
was, forsooth, the gospel of Nicodemus affixed to a 
pillar in the nave of the church ; as Erasmus himself 
says, and admired at it, in the metropolitical church 
of Canterbury". 

What helped farther to open a door to the reform- 
ation, was Dr.Colet's discovering the shameful abuses 
of monasteries and houses called religious ; and the 
perils of imposing of celibacy on the clergy; for 
which reason he gave little or nothing to them 
whQe he lived, and he left them not a farthing when 
he died. Not that he hated any one of their several 
orders ; but because he found few or none of them 
lived up to their vows and professions. As to his 
own person : he had a great desire to extricate him- 



°* No wonder that the gospel 
of Christ was in so low esteem 
in that church ; seeing bishop 
Morton, in his Appeal, observes 
from the old books remaining 
in the church of Canterbury; 
that whereas there used to be 
three offerings, one to Christ, 
another to the virgin Mary, 
and the third to Thomas Becket ; 
that oblation made to Thomas 
Becket did communibus annis 
amount to 8oo2. or iooo2. that 
to our lady, to 200L that to 



Christ, sometimes to five marks, 
and sometimes to twelve^, marks, 
hoc anno nihil, 

^ Cantuarise templum divo 

Thomae sacrum Ingres? 

sis aperit spatiosa quedam «- 
dificii majestas. £a pars quos- 
libet recipit. Nihil illic visen? 
dum praeter structurse molem, 
et libros aliquot columnis af- 
fixos ; in quibus est evangelium 
Nicodemi, et sepulchrum ne? 
scio cujus. [Erasmi Colloquium, 
Peregrinatio religionis ergoJ] 
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ktf oiit of thie affairs of the world, if he could but 
eater into anj society, that would con^bine to live 
aecording to the roles of the gospd of Christ : and it 
seems when Erasmus first returned from England, 
with full intention of going towards Rome, he spoke 
tphiiii to fiqd out some truly religious cell for him in 
Ilaly ; where he had known some monks to be reaUy 
wj$e smd pious mean : but in England, he could by 
op means think that to be reli^on, pr a religious 
life, which the common people so called, when it was 
often foolishness, and want of parts. He commended 
likewise some mqnks in Germany ; among whom 
there were some footsteps of the ancient institution 
of Hermits. But he used to say, that he never 
fouad better ch* purer manners than among the mar- 
ried m&n, whose natural affection to their wives, and 
care of thep* own children, and government of their 
own families, did keep them within the bounds of 
moderation and chs)stity". 

As for tlji^ reh^ous orders : Chough he himself 
led a mo^t unspotted life ; yet among the men who 



°Ciun Denio ntagis faveret 
Christian^e pietati^ tanien erg^ 
motiasteria, quae nunc falso no- 
mine pieraqiie sic vocantur, 
minimum hat>ebat afTectus, eis- 
que ant nihil^ aut quain mini- 
mum laigi^baliir; ac ne niori- 
ens quidem aliquid illis decidit. 
^oft qaod invisos habeat or- 
diaes; aed quod homines sus^ 
piofessioni non responderent. 
Nam ipsi in votis erat, se pror- 
SU8 ab hoc mundo extricare, 
8H:abi reperisset sodalitium vere 
coQJuratum in vitam evangeli- 
cam ; atque id negotii roihi de- 
^g%rat Italisim adituro, narrans 



aese apud Italos comperisse 
quosdam raonachos yere pru-. 
denies ac pios. Nee enim ille 
judioabat esse religionem, quam 
vulgus judicabat ; cum sit ali- ^ 
quoties ingenii penuria. Liau- 
dabat atque Germanos aliquot, 
apud quos residerent etiamnuni 
prises religionis vestigia. Dic- 
titare solet, se nusquam reperire 
minus corruptos mores quam 
inter conjugates ; quod hos af- 
fectus naturae^ cura liberorum,. 
ac res familiaris, ita veluti can-, 
cdlis quibusdam distringerent>, 
ut non possint in omne flagitii 
genus prolabi. 

F 
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took more liberty, and were any way vicious, he had 
more charity for those priests or monks who of- 
fended only in that way. Not but that he did abo- 
minate their sins of uncleanness :' but still, he said, 
they were better than those other of their order, 
who being proud, envious, railers, and backbiteis, 
hypocrites, vain-glorious, ignorant, and given lip to 
avarice and ambition, did yet set a mighty value 
upon themselves ; while the other frailer lirethreo, 
conscious of their own infirmities, were made more 
humble and modest by it. He said, for a priest 
to be habitually proud and covetous was worse than 
to keep a hundred lewd women. But let none infer 
from hence, that Colet thought such impurity to be 
a venial sin in a priest or a monk : he only thought 
that those other spiritual sinners were more vile aad 
impious men. He was angry with no sort of mortals 
mbre than with many of the bishops, m his ^ time, 
who, instead of shepherds, acted the part of so many 
wolves : and he thought none more execrable, because 
tinder the pretence of devotions, ceremonies, benedic- 
tions, and indulgences, they recommended themselves 
to the veneration of the people, while in their own 
hearts they were perfect slaves to the world, and 
minded nothing but the glory and gain of it^ 



^ Cum ipse castissime viveret ; 
tamen inter illaudatos, minus e- 
rat iniquus his, qui tametsi 
sacerdotes essent, aut etiam 
monachi, venere duntaxat pec- 
carent. Non quod impudicitise 
vitium non detestaretur ; sed 
quod hos experiretur midto 
minus malos, quoties eos cum 
aliis conferret; qui cum es- 
sent elatis animis, invidi, ma- 
ledici, obtrectatores fucati, vani, 



indocti, toto pectore pecu- 
niae et amfoitioni dedid, ta- 
men sibi magnum qurddam ease 
viderentur; cum aiteros infirmi- 
tas agnita redderet humiliores 
ac modestiores. Aiebat magis 
execrandam in sacerdote avari- 
tiam, et superbiam, quam si 
centum haberet concubinas. 
Ne vero quisquam haec hue ra- 
piat, ut putet leve crimen esse in 
sacerdote, aut monaoho litHdi- 
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This way of thinking, and his firee communicating 
of sfuch thoughts to his friends, were out of the road 
of the church, and . did not fail to expose Dr. Colet 
to the jealousy and hatred of the inferior clergy, and 
to a persecution from the then prevailing powers. 
But however, by the strength of his own parts, and 
the integrity of his conscience, he went on boldly in 
detecting the enormous corruptions of the Roman 
feith and worship. 

He had gathered up several authorities from the 
ancient fathers against the current tenets and cus- 
toms of the church : and though he did not care to 
fly in the face of the governors ; yet he could not 
but favour those who utterly disliked the way of 
worshipping images in our Christian temples. As to 
those who questioned, whether the wickedness of the 
priest did not take away the efficacy of the sacra- 
ment administered by him ; though he could not 
agree with them, yet he had great indignation at 
those of the clergy, who, by their scandalous lives, 
gave occasion to such a wrong notion. The collegtes 
in England, which were built and endowed with 
great magnificence and bounty, he said, rather hin- 
dered than promoted the right course of studies, and 
the quick progress of learning ; being then little bet- 
ter than the nests of drones, or the cells of slothful 
idle fellows. Nor did he think much better of oiir 
public schools and universities in those times, when 

nem, sed ut intelligat, alterum remoniis, benedictioDibusac ve- 

genus longius abesse a vera niolis sese venditarent popu- 

pietate. Nulli mortalium ge- lo, cum toto pectore servirent 

nerr erat infensior, quam epi- mundo, hoc est, gloriae et que- 

scopis, qui pro pastoribus lupos stui. [Eras. Jod. Jon. £p. ed. 

agebant; nee uUos magis exe- Bas. p. 576.] 
cn^atur, quod cultu sacrd, ce- 

y 2 
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the ambition of professors, and their trade of getting 
motley, corrupted the simplicity and plainer way of 
teaching arts and sciences. Though he well ap- 
proved of private confession, receiving himself a 
great deal of comfort and inward satisfaction ftam 
the use of it ; yet he could not but condemn the po- 
pular custom of the frequent repetitions of what 
they called auricular confesnon^. And thouigh the 



p — £ Dionysio ceeterisque 
priscis theologis quaedam hau- 
serat; quibus non ita favebat, 
ut usquam contenderet adversus 
decreta ecclesiastica ; sed tamen 
ut minus esset iniquus iis, qui 
non pr6barent sic passim in 
templis adorari imagines pic- 
tas, ligneas, saxeas^ sereas, au- 
reas, argenteas. Item iis, qui 
dubitarent an sacerdos insigni- 
ter ac palam improbus conti- 
ceret aliquid sacramentali func- 
tione, haudquaquam favens isto- 
rum errori, sed indignatus iis, 
qui vita palam et indigne con- 
taminata, prseberent causam hu- 
jusmodi suspicionis. Collegia 
quae multo magni6coque sump- 
tu suilt apud Anglos instituta, 
dicebat officere bonis studiis, 
nee aliud esse quam invita- 
bula ociosonim: neque scholis 
publicis periude multum tribue- 
bat; quod ambitio profitendi, 
et quaestus omnia vitians, cor- 
rumperet synceritatem omnium 
disciplinarum. Ut confessionem 
secretam vehementer probabat, 
neg^ns se ulla ex re capere tan- 
tundem consolationis ac boni 
spiritus ; ita anxiam ac subinde 
repetitam vehementer damna- 
bat. Cum apud Anglos mos 
sit,^ ut sacerdotes fere quotidie 
faciant rem divinam ; ille ta- 



men contentus enA difebus da- 
rn inicis, ac Testis sacrificare; 
aut certe pauculis diebus' extra 
hos; sive quod sacris studiifl^ 
quibus se parabat ad concio*' 
nandum, et ecclesise suae nego- 
tiis distineretur, sive quod com- 
periret se majore cum affectu 
sacrificare, si id ex intervallo fa- 
ceret. Haudquaquam tamen 
improbabat illorum institutom, 
quibus placeret quotidie adire 
mensam dominicam. Cum esset 
ipsedoctissimus; tamen anziara 
banc et laboriosam sapientiam 
non probabat, quse ex omnium 
disciplinarum cognitione, et ex 
omnium autorum lectione, vel- 
ut ansis omnibus absolvitur; 
dictitans ita deteri nativam il- 
1am ingenii sanitatem, ac syn- 
ceritatem, hominesque reddi 
minus sanos, et ad Christianaffl 
innocentiam, puramque ac aim- 
plicem charitatem minus ido- 
neos. Plurimum trtfouebat epi- 
stolis apostolicis, sed ita suspi- 
ciebat admirabilem illam Christi 
majestatem, ut ad banc quo- 
dammodo sordescerent aposto- 
lorum scripta. . Omnia fere 
Christi dicta miro ingenio re- 
vocaratad terniones,; undeetli- 
brum instituerat scribere. Quod 
sacerdotes, etiam occupati, quo- 
tidie tarn prolixas preces ex- 
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custom in England was for the priests to say mass 
^7 ; yet ^he was content to do it only upon Sun- 
days and great festivals^ or at least upon very few 
interFening days: either because he thought himself 
better employed in his studies^ (especially in prer 
paring sermons,) or was detained by the necessary 
business of his church; or because he found himself 
more intent upon that sacred office, after some inter- 
missions. And yet he did not condemn the practice 
of those devout persons, who loved every day to fre- 
quent the Lord's table. Though he was himself an 
excdknt scholar, yet he could by no means admire 
ihat anxious and laborious sort of learning, that was 
to be gained by the running through all sorts of 
books. He said this did but wear away the niitural 
edge of human understanding, and made men the 
less capable of a true Christian simplicity, and the 
right evangelical charity. He had a mighty esteem 
for the apostc^cal epistles ; but was more affected 
with the admirable words of our Saviour in the gos- 
pels : which he thought infinitely exceeded the other; 
and therefore he selected all the sayings of our Sa- 
viour under certain heads, and intended to write a 
book upon them. He misliked very much, that 



^^ 



haurire cogerentur, etiam domi 
stque in itmere, vehementer 
admirabatur ; nam cultum ec- 
clesiasticum magnifice fieri valde 
probabat. Innumera sunt faodie 
ID publicis scbolis receptissi- 
na, a quibus ille plurinium 
diasentiebat ; de quibus inter 
vniculos soleta liquando confer- 
re, apud alios dissimulabat ; ne 
geminum caperet incommo- 



dum, ut et nihil proBceret, nisi 
in p^us, et existiq^ationis su» 
jacturam faceret. NuUus erat 
liber tarn haereticus, quern ille 
non attente evolveret; dicens 
se plus aliquotiens ex illis ca- 
pere fructus, quam ex horum 
libris qui sic omnia definiunt» 
ut frequenter adulentur cory- 
pbaeis, nonnunquam et sibi ipsis. 
Ibid. 

F 8 
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priests should be enjoined to run over every day a 
course of prayers and psalms, though at home, or 
in their journeys: for he would have all divine ser- 
vice performed in the most serious and solemn man- 
ner. There were many opinions commonly received 
in the schools, from which he dissented very miich 
in his own private judgment : and he would some- 
times debate them among his famiUar friends; 
though he was more reserved in common conversa- 
tion, to avoid a double inconvenience; it being to 
expose himself, and yet work no good upon others. 
There was no book so heretical, that he did not read 
over with great attention: and he said, that he 
often learned more out of these, than from such as 
they called orthodox writers ; those who go on in 
the road that others lead them. 

It is not to be wondered that the greatest and the 
best of men, are often wedded to some, little pecu- 
liarities of error : but as we are not obliged to sub- 
scribe to all their opinions, so likewise not to tfaink 
the worse of them for them, if they are not destruc- 
tive of love and good works. 

Thus it is very plain, that the dean was got clear 
of many of the grossest errors and rankest supersti- 
tions of the Romish church : which (considering the 
age he lived in) was as much as could be expected ; 
and much more than was commonly practised at that 
time. But either out of conformity to the common 
usages of the church, or thinking some of the rites 
and ceremonies not in themselves sinful, he com- 
plied with them in other things. And yet the bigots 
of that church gave him a great deal of disturbance 
for his swerving from those very palpable errors, 
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which make up the main of their religion ; . such aft 
worshipping of images, auricular confession, &c^. be- 
fore mentioned. And as for the doctrine of purga- 
tory, (which of all others is the most gainful amongst 
them,) it appears by a passage in his comment on 
the epistle to the Corinthians, he did by no means 
approve of it. He very honestly interprets that great 
text, 1 Cor. iii. 13, 14. quite contrary to the whole 
current of their own interpreters : his gloss upon 
cujusque opus, quale sit, ignis prohahit, being 
thus; Idem spiritus purgatorius viri cufusque 
opus, quale sit, prohahit: i. e. The Spirit of God, 
which is of a purging or purifying nature, shall 
discover, or make manifest, every one^s work, what 
it is. And he adds ; Spiritus iUe bonus et sanctus 
est, &c. // is the good and holy Spirit of God 
(not the fire of purgatory, which these men are so 
fond of, and which brings no small gain to such 
craftsmen) that will make this discovery. 

Erasmius, who was very intimate with' the dean, 
and often entertained by him, and thereby had a fuB 
opportunity of knowing his ways, and methods of 
living, and governing his family, &c, hath trans- 
mitted the following relation as an example to pos- 
terity. And it is more than probable that most of 



^ Auricular confession must 
needs been the more odious to 
him, if it was now made such 
an engine of state> as I find re- 
lated by an English writer. In 
kynge Henryes dayes the VII. 
the cardynal Murton, and by- 
shope Foxe of Wynchestre, de- 
iyvered unto the kynges grace, 
the confessions of as many lordes 
as his grace lusted* Whosoever 



was mistrusted, if he shrove 
himself at the . Chiirtre-house, 
Syon, Grenewhyce, at Seynt 
Ihons, or wheresoever it was, 
the confessour was com- 
maunded by the autoryte of 
the pope to delyver his confes- 
syon wrytten, and sworn that it 
was all. [Cited in the Practyc^ 
of Prelates, 1530. 8vo.] 

F 4 



72 



THE LIFE OF 



4< 



U 



it 



i( 



the observations he made in relation to his leaynilig 
and way, of living, were more fix>m his own know* 
ledge, than from any informations from others. He 
^ften tdUs us so, more particularly in one of his ej»- 
stles, wherein he has these words : " There is at 
*• London, Dr. John Colet, dean of Paul's ; a ma;i> 
who has happily conjoined the deepest learning 
with the greatest piety, and therefore is of the 
highest esteem and authority among all sorts of 
people. He loves my conversation so well, that he 
" would live with me above aU manjdnd^" No 
doubt then, such familiarity made him privy to aH 
his ways and methods of Uving ; particularly such 
as follow. 

" ' The dean's table," says he, " which, under the 
name of hospitality, had before served top much 
to pomp and luxury, he contracted to a more fru-^ 
gal and temperate way of enteitainiiig* And it 
having been his custom, for many years, to eat but 
one meal, that of dinner, he had always the even- 
ing to himself. When he dined privatdy with 
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T — Est Londini Joan. Cole- 
tus» decanus apud D. Paulum, 
vir qui maximam eruditionem 
cum admirabili pietate copula- 
vit, magnae apud omnes aucto- 
ritatis. Is nie sic ainat, ut 
cum nemine quam mecnm vi- 
vat libentius. [Eras. Ep. Ser- 
vatio,] 

» — Mensam decani, quae 
antea- sub hospitaiitatis titulo 
luxui servierat, contraxit ad fru- 
galitatem. Nam cum et ante 
annos aliquot, in totum absti- 
ikuisset a'coena, caruit vesper- 
tinis couvivis. Porro, quum 
cum servis pranderet, etiam turn 



minus habuit multos ; sed hoc 
pauciores, quod et frugalis ap- 
paratus esset, tametsi 'nitidus, 
et brevis accubitua.; deniqite 
sermones qui non delectarent 
nisi doctos ac bonos. Conse- 
crata mensa, mox puer aliquis, 
clara voce, distincte pronuncia- 
bat, caput aliquod ex Epistolis 
Pauli, aut Proverbiis Solomonis. 
Ex eo delectum locum ipse f<ne 
repetebat, ac sermonis occasi- 
onem sumebat, sciscitans ab 
eruditis, ac ingeniosis etiam idi- 
otis^ quid hoc aut ilhid dictum 
sibi vdlet. Atque ita sermoneai 
tiemperabat, ut quanquain et 
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** his own family, he had always some strangers for 
*^ his guests ; but the fewer, because his pibvisidA 
^ was frugal ; which yet was neat and genteel. The 
'^sittings w&re short; and the discourses sudi as 
^ pleased only the learned and the good. As soon 
*^ as grace, before meat, was said, some boy, with a 
** good v(»ce, read distinctly a chapter out of one of 
^^ St. Paul's Epistles, or out of the Proverbs of Solo« 
'^mon. When he had done reading, the dean 
^ would pitch upon some particular part of it, and 
*^ thence frame a subject-matter of discourse ; ask*- 
*^ ing either the learned, or such as were otherwise 
** of good understanding, what was the meaning of 
^ this or that expres»on : and he would so adapt 
^and temper his discottrse, that though it was 
'^ grave and serious, yet it never tired, or gave any 
^ distaste. Again, toward the end of dinner, when 

pus et gravis^ tamen nihil ha- mones, qiiam de Christo. Im- 

beret taedii, aut supercilii. Rur- patieos erat omnium sordium, 

BUS sub convivii finem, quum adeo ut nee -sernionem ferret 

jam utcunqne satisfactum asset, solcecum, ac barbarie spurcum. 

Don voluptati» sed necessitatis Quicqiiid erat domesticte supel* 

aliud argumentum injecit, atque lectilis, quicquid apparatus in 

ita convivas dimisit et animo et cibis, quicquid in vestibus, quic- 

oorpore refectos, ut meliores quid in libris, nitidum esse vo- 

discederenty quam venerant, et lebat ; de maguificentia non la- 

stomachum minime cibis onus- borabat : non nisi puUis vesti- 

twn referrent. Impense delec- bus utebatur, cum illic vulgo sa- 

tabatur amicorum colloquiis, cerdotes et theologi vestiantiir 

qus saepe dififerebat in niultam purpura. Summa vestis semper 

noctem; sed omnis illius sermo, erat lanea ac simplex ; si irigus 

aut de Uteris erat, aut de hoc postulabat, interulis pelli- 

Christo. Si grati confabulo- ciis se muniebat. Quicquid e 

nis non erat copia (nee enim sacerdodis redtbat, id in usus 

quibuslibet deleetabatur) puer domesticos oeconomo suo dis-> 

i^quis e sacris libris aliquid pensandum reliquit; quod erat 

proounciabat. Menonnunquam patrimonii (erat autem amplis- 

^ peregrinationis comitem as- simum) ipse in pios usus dislri- 

ovit Nihil erat illic eo fes« buebat. [Eras. £p. Jo. Jons, 
tiyius; sed semper libellus erat . id. Jun. 152 1*] 
itiaeris eomes> nee aHi ser-- 
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** the company was rather satisfied than satiated, he 
^ would throw in another subject of discourse : and 
** thus he dismissed his guests with a double repast^ 
** refreshed in their minds as weU as bodies ; so that 
they always went away better than they came, 
and were not oppressed with what they had eat 
^* and drunk. He was mightily delighted with the 
'* conversation of his friends ; which he would some^- 
"times protract till very late in the evening: but 
'* all his discourse was either of learning or religion. 
" If he could not get an agreeable companion, (for it 
** was not every body he did like,) one of his ser* 
" vants read some part of the holy scriptures to him. 
<* In his journeys he would sometimes make me 
" (says Erasmus) his companion ; and he was as 
easy and pleasant as any man living : yet he al- 
ways carried a book with him ; and aU his dis- 
^^ course was seasoned with religion. He was so im- 
" patient of whatsoever was foul and sordid, that he 
" could not bear with any indecent or improper way 
of speaking. He loved to be neat and clean in 
his goods, furniture, entertainment, apparel, and 
" books, and whatever belonged to him ; and yet he 
** despised all state and magnificence. His habit 
" was only black ; though it was then common for 
the higher clergy to be clad in purple. His upper 
garment was always of woollen cloth, and plain ; 
which, if the weather was cold, and required it, 
he lined with fur. Whatever came in by his ec- 
" clesiastical preferments, he delivered to his stew- 
" ard, to be laid out on family occasions, or hospi- 
tality: and all that arose from his own proper 
estate (which was very large) he gave away for 
" pious and charitable uses." Thus far Erasmus. 
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Not less carefiil was he in fulfilling any trust that 
he had t^en upon him, in relation to the charitable 
bequests of others. 

Being now rector of the fraternity or gild of Jhe- 
BUS, in the crowds of this church of St. Paul's, the 
better to discharge that trust, and his conscience in 
it, he first gathered up all the deeds and evidences, 
acts, ordinances, and other memorials, relating to 
the foundation and continued estate of it, and then 
he caused them to be carefiilly transcribed into a 
cartulary, or ledger-^)ook : and for the better govern- 
ment of it, he caused a body of new statutes and or- 
dinances to be made, for the regulation of divine 
service, for the registering and entering of charters 
and evidences, for the passing of accounts, &c. 
Which statutes he got to be solemnly confirmed by 
commissioners ; the lord archbishop of Canterbury, 
as chancellor; the earl of Surry, as treasurer; sir 
Robert Fineux and sir Robert Rede, as chief jus- 
tices, 24. April, 1507 ^ 



^ A fair copy thereof is pre- 
served in the aforesaid cartu- 
lary; being a large and fiiir 
transcript of all the muniments 
belohging to the said gild or 
fraternity, in vellum, folio, now 
ID the hands of my reverend 
and learned friend Dr. Tho. 
Tanner, chancellor of the see 
of Norwich, thus entituled : 

This booke bought and or- 
deigned by maister John Colett, 
doctour of divinitie, dean of the 
cathedral churche of Paules, 
and rectoiur of the fraternitie 
and guild of Jhesus ' in the 
croudes of the said churche^ 
William Cromwell and John 
Monke, wardens of the same. 



recordeth and sheweth the co- 
pies of certain letters patentes 
of kynges and ordinaunces for 
the fundacyon and corporacyon- 
of the foreseyd fraternite. And 
also the copyes of dyvers char- 
ters and dedes with accomptes, 
and other necessaryes, which 
hereafter are to be hadde, en- 
titled, and remembred for the 
behalfe of the saide fraternite 
and guyld : I. The grante of 
kynge Henry the sixte, for the 
foundation and corporation. 
11. The confirmation of kynge 
Henry VH. teste meipso apud 
Croydon^ decimo sexto die A- 
prilis, anno r€^i nostri vice- 
simo secundo. HI. Xhe actes 
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It seems to have been owing to the like care and 
public sfMrit of dean Colet, that there was about the 
same time an inquiry made after the several chan- 
laies founded within the cathedral church of St. 
PauU and the parochial churches and chapels within 
the city of London ; found entered at tfac^ beginning 
of the registry of Dr. Fitz-James, bishop of London^. 



and ordenaiinces examined, ap- 
proved, and accepte by the most 
reverend &der in God WilUaxp 
archbyshope of Caunterbury, 
chancellour of Englande ; John 
Fyneux» cbiefe JuBtyoe of the 
kynges benche; and Robert 
Rede, chiefe justice of the com- 
mon pleace, who sette thereto 
theyr sygnes manuell the 28. 
day of April, xxii. Hen. VII. 
IV. Other ordenaunces enacted 
for diuine servyce by the said 
rectour^ wardens, and brothers 
of the said fratemite [begin- 
ning] For as moche as the ho- 
norable person maister John 
Colett, doctour in theology, 
deane of the cathedrall chiirche 
of saynt Paules, in the citee of 
London, and rectour of the ira- 
ternite, &c. V. The regestryng 
and entryng of divers charters, 
dedes, and evydences belonging 
to the fratemite. VI. Ac- 
cbmptes passed for several 
years. 

" Cantaria in ecclesia S. 
Pauli London, dicta Chesthunt, 
fundata pro domino rege et e- 
pisc. Lond. et dicitur quod dues 
sunt. 

Cantaria in eadem ecclesia 
pro anima Michaelis de North- 
borough fundata. 

Cantaria in dicta ecclesia pro 
anima Nicolai Wokyndon. 

Cantaria in eadem ecclesia 



pro anima Eustachii dudum 
Lond. episc. 

Cant^fia aaac^i Nioobu de 
Berkynge chyrcbQ juxta turrim 
London. 

Cantaria in ecclesia de Al- 
dermanbury prQ ^u^mab-ifs ^-^ 
phani Botriell, et uxoris ejus. 

Cantaria in ecclesia sancti 
Benedicti Sherhog pro aniina§>i^ 
Tho. Romayne, et alionun. 

Sunt du« cantariffi in eccle- 
sia de Aldermary Churdhrla^e, 
immediate jurisdictionis ar- 
chiep. Cant, pro anima Tho. 
Romayne, et omiuiim fidelium 
defunctorum ^mdata; ad qua? 
episc. Lond. qui pro. temjx)re 
fuerit, vigore testament! diet! 
Tliomse, habet prsesentare d°^ 
Cant, archiepisc. quotiens iSltA 
vacare contigerit. 

Item si capella de Guyholde 
Lond. sit magistri sive custodis 
ibidem ministerio destiltuta per 
24 dies vel ultra, quod nuUus 
ad illud per idem tempus ep°. 
sit praesentatuB, turn' vigore fun- 
dationis ejusdem liceat ep^. 
Lond. qui pro tempore fiierit, 
seu ipsius vicario in spiritualibuS 
generali, sede plena^ vel decano 
et capitulo sede vacante, unum 
capellanum de collegio in ma- 
gistrum prseficere et custodem. 

Item sunt 4 cantarise in dicto 
collegio fundats ; ad quas, cum 
vaeaverint> major vel custos et 
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Besides "^hich^.there was alio a chantry in the church 
of St. Paul, founded on the 8d of July^ S8 Hem 
III. by Martin, one of the justices dT.the common 
{de^^^and desn of that churchy for two priests,, or^ 
idned to celebrate divine service there daily for his 
soul^at the altar of the apostles. And two more, 
wbk^ are oniitted in the said registry, were founded, 
£..ksd. Mali, hy Richard de Gravesend, bishop of 
Logidoii: in whose inventory prices of com, ice. 
rated by himself, are as follow, tm. 



- 


^. a. 




Mait git)und - - 
Pease - - - * 
Oats - - - - 


8 4-) 

2 6 >the quarter. 

2 OJ 


Bulls ... . 


7 4" 




Kine . . - - 


6 




Mutton - - •- ^ 


1 




Ewe sheep - - - 
Capons ... 
Cocks - - . 


8 
2 
ob. 


>a piece. 


Hens - - - 


ob.. 





Amidst all the good works, and other fruits of 
charity aijid beneficence before mentioned, deari Colet 
could tiot escape the censure of an heretic, or an 
enemy of the. church. For preaching frequently at - 
St. Paul's, and before the king, and in other popu-» 
bus assemblies, he would not refrain from speaking, 
with some freedom and boldness, against the vulgar 
superstitions and prevailing corruptions in the 

cunerarius London, infra duo- devoluto ; et si ipse sit negli- 

dedm dies a tempore vacatipnis gens per z 2 dies, tutic decanus 

ejusdem babent praesentare. et oapitulum eccles. cath. S. 

Alias episc. Load, qui pro tem- Pauli, London, habent prsesen- 

poKB fuerit infra alios xii dies tare. £ coUectaneis rev. patr. 

conferre potest, eodem jure sibi White, ejusc. Fetroburg. 
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church. Tlus exposed hun to the hatred and ca- 
lumnies of the more ignorant and inferior part of 
the clergy ; and especially of. those beloi^ing to his 
own choir, who could not well bear his love of disci- 
pline and regulation of manners, being so very ob- 
noxious themselves to church-censures on the ac- 
count of their ill behaviour': and then knowing 
that the bishop of London (Dr. Fitz-James) was not 
well affected towards him, they were ready to take 
any opportunity of incensing him more against him. 

There is a letter of Erasmus's to Dr. Colet, anno 
1506, which relates to the uneasiness and opposition 
the dean began to meet with from those fierce bigots, 
(the clergy of that time,) which tells him ; ** He 
" now begins to smell out that sort of men of whom 
" Colet had com^^ned, and of whom they would 
" talk more when they met^." 

I believe he meant the bishop of London, and his 
school divines, who were now beginning to accuse 
the dean of heresy. 

The dean,'' says he, " had never stood right with 



« z 



^ How profane and dissolute 
some of the popish choir of 
PauPs were about this time, 
does appear in the remnant of 
an old English book^ printed in 
,the latter end of Henry VII. 
that has this plain story in it. 
Certeyne of vycars of Poules 
dysposed to be merye on a 
'* Sondaye at hye masse tyme, 
*' sent another madde felowe of 
*' theyr acquayntance unto a 
folyshe dronken preest upon 
the toppe of the stayres by 
the chauncell dore, and spake 
to hym, and sayd thus, Syr, 
my maistre hath sent you a 



(« 



«< 



«« 



(C 



c< 



« 



<« 



" bottell to putt your drynke 
" in, because ye can kepe none 
" in your brayne. Thys preest 
" beynge therewith very angrye, 
'* all sodenly toke the bottell, 
" and with his fote flange it 
** down into the bodye of the 
*' churche upon the gentyl- 
" mennes heddes." 

y Jam nunc^ubodoror genus 
hoc hominiim, de quo memi- 
neras; qua de re plura coram 
CantahriguB tertio non. Qctob. 
MDVI. 

^ Jam ne quid defuisse pute- 
tur absolutse Coleti pietati, tem- 
pestates quibus agitatus est, ac- 
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the iHshop, who was a very rigid Scotist, and 
the more jealous of the dean, because his lectures 
aikd sermons were chiefly employed in opening 
the sense of the scriptures; which being in the 
new way of learning, was called heresy. And in 
truth, at that time, any divine that had more leam- 
ii^ or piety than the grosser part of his order, 
or did touch or talk of any thing out of the com- 
mon road of the church of Rome, was counted a 
penra*se heretic, or at least suspected of the crime 
of heretical pravity. . The bishop upon this score 



cipe. ^unquam illi bene con- 
venerat cum suo episcopo ; de 
cujas moribus ne quid dicam, 
superstitiosus atque invictus 
6rat Scotista, et hoc nomine 
sibi seroi-deus videbatur. Quo 
quidem ex genera^ cum aliquot 
Doverim quos nolim improbos 
ap[tellare, nullum tamen adhuc 
vidi quern, mea quidem senten- 
tia, possis vere pureque dicere 
Cbristianum. Nee admodum 
gratus erat plerisque sui cel- 
1^, quod tenacior esset dis- 
cipline regularis \ ac subinde 
quiritabanturse pro monachis 
haberi, quanquam hoc colle- 
gium dim fuit, et in vetustis 
syngraphis vocatur orientale 
moDasterium. Sed cum jam 
odium senis episcopi, jam enim 
erat non minor annis octoginta, 
atrocius esset quam ut premi 
posset, ascitis duobus episcopis 
Kque cordatis, nee minus viru- 
lentis, incipit Coleto negodum 
fiicessere, non alio telo, quam 
quo Solent isti, si quando cui- 
quam exitium moliuntur. De- 
fert eum apud archiepisc. Cant, 
articulis aliquot notatis, quos 
ex illius concionibus decerp- 



serat. Quorum unus erat, quod 
docuisset non adorandas ima- 
gines. Alter, quod sustuUaset e 
Paulo laudatam hospitalitatem, 
qui enarrans'iliud ex Evangelio, 
Pasce^ pascCy pasce wes meas, 
cum in prioribus duobus cum re- 
liquis interpretibus consentiret, 
pasce exemplis vitse, pasce ser- 
mone doctrines, in tertio dis- 
sensisset, negans convenire ut 
apostoli, qui tum erant pau- 
peres, juberentur oves suas 
pascere subsidio temporal], et 
hujus loco aliud quiddam sub- 
stituisset : * tertius, quod eum 
in concione dixisset quoadam 
de charta concionari (id quod 
multi frigide faciunt in Anglia) 
oblique taxasset episcopum, qui 
ob senium id solitus sit fa- 
cere. Archiepiscopus, cui Co- 
leti dote3 erant. egregie cognitas, 
patrocinium innocentis susce- 
pit, e judice fiactus patronus, 
cum ipse CJoletus ad hsec aliaque 
stulUora respondere dedignare* 
tur. Non conquieyit tamen 8e« 
nis odium ; tentavit aulam regi- 
on in Coletum concitare, atque 
imprimis regem ipsum. [Eras, 
Ep. Jod. Jon. id. Jun. 152 1.] 
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*< accuses the dean to the archbishop, a? a daogevous 
<* man ; and calling in the assistance of two other 
^< bishops of equal bigotry, and no less virulency, 
he began to create liim a great deal of trouble and 
vexation ; using no other weapon but that of the 
charge of heresy^ which was then reckoned the 
most fatal engine for the destruction of their ene- 
mies. So the bishop direw up certain articles 
against the dean. One was, that the said Dr. Co- 
let had taught, that images were not to be wor- 
'* shipped. A second was, that he had preached 
against the temporal possessions of the bishops, by 
denying that the repeated exhortation of Christ to 
Peter, to feed his sheep, could be at aU meant ol 
hospitality, or the worldly ways of entertainment, 
because the apostles were then poor, and unable 
to give any such reception. A third was, that he 
had preached against some men's reading their 
sermons in a cold unaffected manner, whereby 
*^ he must needs mean to reflect upon the bishop 
himself, who, by reason of his old age, had taken 
up that idler way of preaching. But archbishop 
Warham, who knew the integrity and worth of 
" Dr. Colet, undertook to defend the innocent party ; 
** and from a judge became his advocate and patron, 
*^ and dismissed him without giving him the trouble 
" of putting in any formal answer. And yet the old- 
" bishop did not cool in his spirit of persecution ; but 
" in effect appealed from the archbishop to the 
^^ king, by endeavouring all that was possible, to in- 
" cense his highness and the whole court against 
" him, as we shall see hereafter.'* 

This account given by Erasmus is, no doubt, the 
most authentic, because he had it from the dean's 
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own mouth, as their letters imply : and possibly he 
might have had it also from th^ report of arch- 
bishop Warham himself. But the relation oif ^s 
matter given by Mr. Pox, and his- very introduction 
of it, seems to have been all taken from this epistle 
of Erasmus, with no additional particulars of time or 
place, or any other circumstances'^; an argument. 



^ It is observable that Mr. 
Foi has nothing of these trou- 
bles of DX' Colet, neither in his 
Latin edition, dated from Basil, 
Sept. 1, 1590, [Rerum in Ec- 
clesia gestarura Commentarii,] 
Dor in the first English impres- 
sion, fol. But afterwards he 
inserted this account from E* 
rasmus, in his Book of Martyrs, 
vol. ii. p. 54. " Dr. John Co- 
let, after he came from Italy 
and Paris, began to read the 
epistles of St. Paul openly in 
Oxford, instead of Scotus 
and Thomas : from whence 
he was called by the king, 
and made dean of St. PauPs ; 
^ere he accustomed much 
to preach, not without a great, 
auditory, as well of the king's 
court, as of the citizens and 
others. And although the 
blindness of that time earned 
him away after the common 
error of popery ; yet in ripe- 
ness of judgment, he seemed 
' something to incline from the 
' vulgar trfde of that age. The 

* religious order of monks and 
'ftiars he fansied not; as 
'neither could he greatly fa- 
*vour the barbarous divinity 
' of the school doctors, as of 

* Scotus ; but least of all ofTho- 
' mas Aquinas. The bishop of 

* London, Fitz-James, bearing 
' long grudge and dii^leasure 



(« 



<i 



(( 



" against Colet, \vith two other 
** bishops taking his part, like 
*' to himself, entered action of 
** complaint against Colet, to 
" the archbishop of Canterbury, 
« being then William Warham. 
*' The matter of his complaint 
'* was divided into three articles. 
" The first was, for speak- 
" ing against worshipping of 
'* images. The second was, about 
" hospitality; for that the en- 
" treating upon the place of the 
** gospel, PascCy pasce, pasce. 
Feed, feed, feed ; when he had 
expounded the two first for 
feeding with example of life, 
" and with doctrine, in the 
" third, which the schoolmen 
'* do expound for feeding with 
hospitality, he left out the 
outward feeding of the belly, 
** and applied it another way. 
" The third crime wherewith 
" they charged him was, for 
'* speaking against such as 
" used to preach only by bo- 
*'' som sermons, declaring no- 
thing else to the people but 
what they bring in their pa- 
'• pers with them : which be- 
*' cause the bishop of London 
*' used then much to do for his 
** age, he took it as spoken 
** against him, and therefore 
bare him this displeasure. The 
archbishop more wisely weigh- 
ing the matter, and being well 
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that no copy of the articles, or other acts of process, 
were remaining^ in his time; and, I believe, none have 
he^ since found: at least there is no manner of 
hint and reference that way in the register of arch- 
bishop Warham ; nor in that of Fitz-James, bishop 
of London, which indeed begins only from the 4th 
of March, 1 508-9- the third year of his trandation. 

There may be room to conjecture, that the pro- 
ceedings of the bishop against Mr. Dean Colet were 
not by way of first instance before Archbishop War- 
ham, but rather by appeal. That the bishop of 
London had given the dean a citation at least to 
his own consistory, (where his lordship was ofiten 
found proceeding against heretics,) and upon con- 
tempt for not answering the allegations, the bishop 
had denounced some sentence of suspension or silence 
against him ; this is sufficiently intimated in other 
letters of Erasmus : and from this sentence Dr. Colet 
might appeal to the archbishop of Canterbury : who 
being a prelate of greater wisdom and moderation, 
saw through the charge, that it was frivolous and 
vexatious; and so with a larger soul, and more 
Christian charity, he defended this good man from 
that persecution ; and encouraged him to return to 
his plain and useful way of preaching. . 

We have also a good account of this matter given 
us by archbishop Parker, or by his suggestion, in the 
lives of his predecessors, the archbishops of Canter- 
bury**. 

*' acquainted with Colet, so dus atque copiosus ; vitae pne- 

^' toc^ his part against his ac- terea integer, prudens, comis, 

*^ cusers, that he at that time atque frugi ; cumque Pauliniim 

*' was rid out of trouble.** decanatum regis beneficio ac- 

^ Vir fiiit Coletus tam Latino, cepisset, in divino verbo prsedi 

quam matemo sermone facun- cando assiduus fuit. Hie in 
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Mr. Fox has farther observed, that William Tjn- 
dal, in his book answering Mr. Moore, addeth more- 
over, and testifieth, that the bishop of London 
would have made the said Colet, dean of Paul's, an 
heretic, for translating the Pater-noster into Eng- 
lish, had not the bishop of Canterbury stood up for 
the dean^. 

Bishop Latimer, who was at that time a young 
student at Cambridge, remembered the noise that 
the prosecution of dean Colet for heresy then made, 
and says expressly, that he ** was not only in trouble, 
^ but should have been burnt, if Grod had not turned 
" the king's heart to the contrary^." 



concionibus s«pe pupugit bar- 
dos illos et stupidos theologos, 
qui semper eundem meditatum 
sermonem concioni adferebant, 
etcs^ Ic^ndis notas, ac decan- 
tata& oarrationes sepius itera* 
bant Inter hos turn fiiit Lon- 
dinensis episcopus, qui Fitz- 
James appellabatur, atque hoc 
o£o motus Coletuin de hseresi 
oonun Warfaamo archiepiscopo 
postolabat: quoniam^ ut cri- 
miaabatur, simulacrorum cuU 
turn damnabat: deinde, cum 
de verbis Salvatoris nostri ad 
apostoium Petnim ter repetitis, 
Pa$ce 0V& metUj prsedicaret, 
de ho^italitate mentionem nul- 
1am fecisset, sed tertiam pas- 
ceadi Christi oves rationem alio 
tradaxisset : postremo, quod 
sermones studio longo praeme- 
ditatos reprehenderet. Verum 
arcbiepiscopus, cum huic Lon- 
dinensis episeopi accusationi 
aubesse odium, ipsaque accusa- 
tkmia capita inaAia atque frivola 
iudkaiet, et Coletum ob theo- 
logis aliaramque scieotiaruin 



peritiam unice diligeret, eum 
judicio solvit atque liberavit- 
Coletus autem jiulicio dimis- 
sus verbum Dei frequentius, et 
ardentius praedicavit. [Antiq. 
Britan. sub Gulfelmo Warham. 
edit. Hauover,^ fol. 353.] 

^ The words are in Tyndal*8 
Answer unto M. More, third 
book, XV. chap. More^ The by- 
shop of London was wise^ ver- 
tuous, and cunnyng. TyndaU. 
For all those three, yet he 
would have made the old deane 
Colet of Paules an hereticke for 
translatyng the Pater nosier in 
English, had not the byshop of 
Canterbury holpe the deane. 
[Works of Tyndai, &c. foL 
Lond. 1573. p. 3 18.] 

^ When I was at Camhrid|^ 
master George Stafford read a 
lecture there. I heard him; 
and in expounding the epistle 
to the Romans, where St. Paul 
saith. That we should overcome 
our enemy with welt-ijUmg^ and 
so heap up hot coals upofi his 
head; now in expounding of that 

GJB 
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I think I may farther add, from as gocNl an au- 
thority, that the malice of his enemies was so far 
from ending with his life, that some time after he 
was dead and buried, he had like to have been 
served as Mart. Bucer and Paul Fagius after- 
wards were ; who were taken up and burnt at Cam- 
bridge ^ 

After all ihese authorities it may be fit to observe, 
that there is an unhappy omission in the Ecclesiasti- 
cal History of Mr. Collier ; who leaves out all this 
preaching of Dr. Colet against image-worship, and 
other corruptions of the church of Rome ; and gives 
account only of his Lent sermons, about war ; as if 
they had been delivered in this reign of Henry VII. 
when the occasion of their subject did not oflfer itself 



place he brought in an exam- 
ple, saying, that he knew in 
London a rich marchant, which 
marchant had a very poor neigh- 
bour ; yet for all his povertye, 
he loved him very well, and lent 
him money at his neede, and let 
him come to his table whenso- 
ever he would : it was even at 
that time, when Dr. Colet was in 
trouble, and should have bin 
burnt, if God had not turned 
the king*s heart to the contra- 
rie : now the rich man began to 
be a scripture-man, he began 
to smell the gospel; the poor 
man was a Papist still. But at 
last this poor man was brought, 
through the lenity and meekness 
of the rich man, from his errour 
and wickedness to the know- 
ledge of God's word. [M. 
Latymer*s Sermons, 1595. 4to. 

P- 1 74-] 

^ — Seldom shall ye see a 

known heretyke buried^ but 



most commonly burned. Ex- 
ample of this hath bene lately 
seene here inEiigland» byTho-* 
mas Hytton, Thomas Bylney, 
&c. The body of Formosus 
was first taken up by Steven VI. 
bishop of Rome, and disgraded. 
The bones of master John Wi- 
cliff were taken up and burned 
xl. year after his death. So of 
late years, in Worcester diocese, 
the body of master William 
Tracy, esq. and in Ixmdon, the 
body of Richard Hunn> mer- 
chant- taylor. Moreover, John 
Coletj' dean of Paul's in Lon- 
don, also was not far from the 
Qame, for reading Pauls epistles, 
by his lyfe; had not there 
weighty matters bene ia the 
way. [John Bale, in his Image 
of both Churches, or paraphrase 
on St John's Revelation, chap, 
xi. on those words, shali not 
suffer tfmr hodk$ to he put m 
graves,'] 
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till the preparations made by king Henry VIII. for 
a war against France, in 1512. But what is more 
surprising, he doth not so much as mention his name 
in. his Historical Dictionary. 

Besides what hath been said, there was another 
reason why the dean could not be very safe, amongst 
those whose tender mercies were cruelty: in this 
age, if any man was, by mere humanity and goodness, 
a favourer or reliever of the then reputed heretics,, 
it was enough, in the eye of the church, to make 
him partaker of their crimes : and this was the case 
of Dr. Colet. He had a great tenderness and com- 
passion for the honest people, who suffered as Lol- 
lards. One of them, it seems, had been censured 
and condemned in the spiritual court, and com- 
mitted to one of the king's prisons, as given up to 
the civil magistrate for an obstinate offender : but 
dean Colet had the courage to mterpose for him 
with the king himself, (a prince of noble wisdom and 
clemency,) and, by his own single interest, got him 
his life and liberty : an act of Christian compassion, 
which Erasmus, then in Flanders, highly commended 
in a letter to Andr. Ammonius^ in England ; which 
we find in the London edition, dated 1513, but most 
likely should be 1517 s. 

^ Gaudeo N. ereptum a car- knowing the singular humanity 

cere regio; id si tuo quoque and good disposition of his 

bono fieu;tum est, duplici nomine friend Colet, had recommended 

gaudeo. Amo Coleti tarn Chri- objects of compassion and cha- 

stianum animum ; nam ejus u- rity to him ; from whom he was 

nius opera liberatum audio, cum sure to meet with some suitable 

is semper a Coleto inter amicis- relief: particularly -he tells 

simos habitus, cum jam amicus Pet. ^gidius, he had done for 

urgeretur episcoporum calum- a friend of his. Petrus Cocles 

niis, ab illius adversariis steterit. fortasse decumbit; nam audio 

[Eras. £p. Andr. Ammonio.] non modo spoliatum, verum 

8 Erasmus, at other times, etiam delumbatum : id si verum 

g8 
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This Ammonhis had some time hefore this, in a 
letter to Erasmus from London, mentioned the seve- 
rity that was exercised towards the new professors ; 
so that the price of wood was raised by .it, much 
of it being spent in burning of heretics, who in- 
creased daily ^ : Erasmus, in his answer, seems to 
jest upon the poor sufferers ; as if he was very angry 
with them for consuming so much wood, and raising 
the price thereof so near winter *. But thoij^h he 
took this liberty in playing upon the poor heretics, 
yet it is very plain, he mightily despisecl the popular 
religion in the church at that time. This appears 
from several instances already mentioned ; to which 
more 'might be added, (would they not make too 
long a digression.) It is very certain, he was ex- 
tremely pleased to hear news of his friend Colet's de- 
liverance out of his troubles. For though the dean 
had, in the time of his persecution, jested with Eras- 
mus, and given him some reprimand for running out 
of town without calling at the deanery, as if he had 
been afraid to come near a person infected with 
heresy, and under a suspension for it : yet Erasmus 
assures him, " that was not the reason, but his 
haste for fear of the plague ; upon which account 
he since had left Cambridge, and got into a coun- 
try village to be safe." And in the same letter he 
congratulates dean Colet, for getting out of his trou- 
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est, doleo vicem hominis. Jam 
Coleto scripsi, ut succurrat ho- 
mini. BruxelUB, xiv. cal. Dec. 
[Eras. £p. Pet. Mgidio, ed. Bas. 

** — Lignorum pretium auc- 
tum esse non miror; multi 
quotidie heeretici holocaustum 



nobis prabent, plures tamen 
succrescunt. [Andr. Ammooio 
£p. Erasmi. 

i — istis h»reticis vel hoc 
nomine sum iniquior, quod in- 
stante bruma nobis auxerint lig- 
norum pretium. — [Erasmus 
Ammonio.] 
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bles for heresy, and having his suspension taken of. 
And as he had wished him J07 of this in a former let- 
ter, he now again repeats his hearty satisfaction, that 
he was at liberty to return to his former holy and use- 
ful labours of the pulpit ; not doubting but the inter- 
ruption given to him, would turn to a good account, 
and make the people more desirous .to hear him K 

Indeed the troubles and persecutions which the 
good dean met with, seemed only to have this in- 
fluence upon him, that Jthey made him more devout 
and more charitable ; weaning him from the world, 
and bringing him in mind and soul much nearer 

unto heaven. 

« 

He had a plentiful estate, without any very near 
relations : and as he had already dispensed the yearly 
produce of it in the occasional demaiids of piety, 
bounty, and charity ; so he now, in the midst of his 
life and health, resolved to consecrate the whole 
property of it to some standing and perpetual bene- 
faction. Yet he had some debate within himself 
what would be the best work for the truest use and 



'^De reddita quiete dici non 
potest, quam tibi gratuler.— 
Seutio te substomachari, quod 
iterum te insalutato Londinum 
reliquerim ; et impatientiam 
taxas meam. £quidem non in- 
ficias eo morbum meum; ve- 
mm nihil turn fuit ejusmodi, 
cojusmodi suspicaris. Primum 
nihil erat quod tecum agerem : 
et palam admonuit me tuus 
Giilielmus, te literis scribendis 
oocupatissimum esse, ne quid 
obtttrbarem ; quanquam eeo 
nee in boc ?eneram, sed ut li- 
tens ad me missas a tuo Gu- 
lielmo redperera ; et adeo me 



properabam isthinc subduoere 
propter metum pestis, ut ne 
cubiculum meum fuerim in- 

gressus .Hoc animo non 

salutavi te — Gratulatus sum 
proximis literis : et iterum gra- 
tulor, quod ad sanctissimos lllos 
ac saluberrimos concionandi la- 
bores redieris. Arbitror enini 
cessatiunculam illam in bonum 
etiam versum iri, dum avidiua 
audient, cujus vocem aliquan- 
diu desiderarunt. Inoolumem te 
tueatur Opt. Max. Jesus. Can^ 
tabrigia, calend. Nov. anno 
1507. rectius MDXV. [Eras. 
£p. edit. Bas. 1521. p; 290.] 

Q4 
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service of the church and nation, of immediate he* 
nefit to the present age, and of most lasting advan- 
tage to posterity. The channels of public charity in 
England had been long since the building and adorn- 
ing of churches ; then the founding and endowing of 
monasteries, and what they called religious bouses ; 
after this the establishing chantries, and perpetual 
masses for the souls of the dead ; soon after the 
erecting of colleges, and providing for students in 
the tiniversitiesi. 

The latter of these works of charity was most 
agreeable to the judgment of Dr.Colet, if under those 
regulations which he had formed in his mind. But 
he saw persons of higher rank and order engaging in 
those noble designs"^ : and it is plain, he had taken 
some offence and prejudice against the universities, 
colleges, and schools, as filled too much with idle 
ignorant fellows ; who about that time studied no- 
thing but to be of the party of Scotus and Aquinas, 
and to snarl and wrangle. He considered there was 
a much politer learning brought out of Italy, and 
spread by the art of printing, that might be properly 
called good letters ; consisting in the knowledge and 
practice of the Latin and Greek tongues, for the 
understanding and imitating the pure ancient writ. 



* By Margaret countess of 
Richmond, William Smith bi- 
shop of Lincoln, Richard Fox 
bishop of Winchester, Hugh 
Oldham bishop of Exeter. 

"* Under this year 1508, the 
Oxford historian relates, that 
king Henry VII. had some good 
intentions of being a benefactor 
to that famous University ; but 
was diverted from it by reason 
the state of learning was then 



very low. The scholars despised 
Greek, and addicted themselves 
wholly to a contentious sophis- 
try; the monks and regidars 
were given up to luxury, and all 
manner of immorality: and if 
any of the students were sober 
and industrious, and had more 
learning than the rest, they 
were inclined to the heresies of 
Wicliffe, and durst not appear 
in the public schoob. 
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ers, and for opening the sense of the scriptures, and 
looking back upon the state of the primitive church, 
and inquiring what reason and religion were of old 
in the simplicity and sincerity of thein, before they 
i^ere perplexed and defiled by the barbarity that had 
broken in upon the church of Rome, and was indus- 
triously maintained in her colleges and schools. And 
therefore he thought it would better serve the pur- 
pose of the restoration and improvement of learning, 
to provide a grammar school, for the instruction of 
youth in the two subsidiary languages of Latin and 
Greek, to come at the true sense and spirit of classic 
authors, to know how to read, speak, and write in a 
proper and agreeable way ; and so to lay the best 
and only foundation for academical studies, and 
especially those of divinity : that in bdng the foun- 
der of one such grammar-school, he should in effect 
be the restorer of the two universities, in preparing 
and fitting the youth of the nation for the better re- 
ceiving any benefit from them. 

When he had, iipon such (and the like) motives, 
fixed the nature of his charity, he could not be long 
in determining the place of it. London was his na- 
tive city; wherein his father had obtained a fair 
portion of wealth and honour : and he bore a new 
relation to it, as dean of the noble cathedral church 
in the midst of it. He also found the city in nothing 
more deficient than in public schools, for the educa- 
tion of youth. And moreover he thought, for his far- 
ther encouragement, that the sons of his feUow-citi- 
zens were naturally more capable of learning than 
those who had a rustical birth and breeding". 

** The building and endowing raised the envy of the great 
this school was a work that nien^ to see a private clergyman 
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This noble impulse of Christian charity, in the 
founding of grammar schools, was one of the provi- 
dential ways and means for bringing about the blessed 
reformation: and it is therefore observable, that 
within thirty years before it, there were more gram- 
mar schools erected and endowed in England, than 
had been in three hundred years preceding : one at 
Chichester, by Dr. Edward Story, bishop of that see, 
who left a farther benefaction to it, by his last will, 
dated 8th Dec. 1502 " : another at Manchester, by 
Hugh Oldham, bishop of Exeter, who died ISIO*" t 
another at Binton in Somersetshire, by Dr. Fitz- 
James, bishop of London, and his brother sii* John 
Fitz-James, lord chief justice of England : a fourth 
at Cirencester in Gloucestershire, by Dr. Thomas Ru- 
thai, bishop of Durham^: a fifth at Roulston in Staf- 
fordshire, by Dr. Robert Sherbom, bishop of St. Da- 
vid's, predecessor to Dr. Colet in the deanery of Paul's^: 



able to be such a magnificent 
benefactor; as Thomas Moore 
writes to Dr. Colet — Neque 
valde miror, si clarissimse scolae 
tuse rumpantur invidia. Vident 
enim, uti ex equo Trojano pro- 
dierunt Graeci, qui barbaram 
diruere Trojam, sic e tua pro- 
dire scola, qui ipsorum arguunt 
atque subvertunt inscitiam. — 
[Cited by Stapleton, torn, iv! 

P-993] 

** — Item successoribus meis 

in perpetuum duo messuagia» et 

terras pertinentes eisdem in 

Ambley; scilicet ut habeant 

inde annuatim duo ma'rcas, 

m sint faventes et benevoli 

scolse mese grammatical! Cices- 

triae per me erectae — Probat. 

1 7. Martii. [Reg. Cant. MS.] 

pAt Manchester in Lanca- 



shire, bishop Oldham built an 
house to be employed for a 
school, joining to the college 
there on the west part. Of this 
school he appointed a master 
and an usher, who were to teach 
children grammar after the 
manner and form of the school at 
Banbury in Oxfordshire, where 
Thomas Stanbridge taught the 
Grammar composed by John 
Stanbridge. [Athen.Ozon.vol.i. 
Col. 562, 565.] 

1 Dr. Tho. Ruthal, bom at 

Cirencester towards bis 

latter end founded a free sdbool 
at the place of his natiyity, and 
gave an house and seven pounds 
per annum, for the maintenance 
of a master. [Ath. Ox. vol. i. 
Col. 565.] 

^ Anth. Oxon. vol. L Col. 
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a sixth at Kingston upon Hull, by John Alcock» bishop 
of Ely'': a seventh at Sutton Colfield in Warwick- 
shire, by Dr. John Hannan, (alias Veysy,) bishop of 
Exeter: an eighth at Fam worth in Lancashire, by Dr. 
William Smith, bishop of Lincoln, bom there: a ninth 
at Appleby in Westmoreland, by Thomas Langton, 
hishop of Winchester : a tenth at Ipswich in Suffolk, 
by cardinal Wolsey ^ : another at Wymboum in Dor- 
setshire, by Margaret countess of Richmond" : another 
at Wolveriiampton in Staffordshire, by sir Stephen 
Jennings, mayor of London : another at Macclesfield 
in Cheshire, by sir John Perdval, mayor of London : 
as also another by the lady Thomasine his wife, at 
St. Mary Wike in Devonshire, where she was bom : 
and another aft Walthamstow in Essex, by George 
Monnox, mayor of London, 1515^: besides several 
other schools in other parts of the kingdom. And 
after the reformation was established, the piety and 
charity of protestants ran so fast in this channel, 
that in the next age there wanted rather a regula- 
tion of grammar schools, than an increase of them. 

No doubt the same motives occasioned the raising 
of St. Paul's school in London : which taking up 
some years in purchasing the site, removing the in- 

574*7-A certain note collected Hulle ; et capellam ibidem ad 

uy sir William Diigdale, and australe ecclesiae latus posuit. 

communicated to me, informs, [MS. J. W.] 
that the said Rob. Sherborne * Ath. Oxon. vol. i. 

founded a free school in the " — StipendiaconstiUdttribus 

time of Hen. VHl. at Roulston hoc coenobio [Westmon.] mo- 

in Staffordshire. nachis et doctori grammatices 

' Johannes Episcopus Elien- apud Wymborn — [Epitaph.Ma- 

sjs scholam pueris in gramma- garetae comitisse Richmond. 
tiea instituendis extruxit, et do- * Stow's Survey of Londpn, 

tant, apud Kyngeston super p. 89. 577.] 
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cumbrances, erecting the new pile of buildings, pro- 
viding of suitable masters, and settling the endow- 
ment in trust for ever; this might be the reason 
why our common historians have differed so much 
in the date of its foundation, taking their liberty 
within the space of seven or eight years. 

This seems to be a true account ; that there was 
a beginning, and even a considerable progress made 
in it, before the death of Henry VII. in the year 
1508. Accordingly the Annals annexed to the Nor- 
vicus of Alexander Nevil place the foundation in 
this year >'. And Polydore Virgil seems to point out 
the same time in the twenty-sixth book of his his- 
tory ; which he concludes with the following memo- 
rial of dean Colet, and his ample foundation of Paul's 
school : speaking of the new foundations of colleges 
in Oxford and Cambridge ; " *It was," says he, " the 



y Hoc anno 1508. Jo. Cole- 
tus, divi Pauli decanus, suis 
sumptibus magnificam scholam 
extruxit, in ea parte coemeterii 
Paulini, quae ad orientem spec- 
tat. Eodem anno niortuus est 
Henricus ejus nominis Septi- 
mus. [Annal. ad finem Nordo- 
▼ici Alex. Nevil.] 

^ — Idem etiam virtutis et 
glorise stimulus concitavit Jo- 
annem Coletum, decanum quern 
dicunt divi Fauli^ ad istiusmodi 
bonas literas propagandi stu- 
dium. Is partim animi atque 
mentis virtute, partim vitse ac 
morum integritate omatus, apud 
suos Anglos alter pene aposto- 
lus: Faulus habitus est, quod na- 
tura sanctus et religiosus, ut pri- 
mum ex pueris excessit, atque 
ab his artibus quibus aetas pue- 



rilis ad humanitatem informa* 
tur, se ad divinarum literanim 
studium contulit» et Paulum si- 
bi praeceptorem delegit, in eo- 
que cum Oxonii et Cantabrigiae, 
tiim in Italia ita exercuit, ut 
homo factus ad unguem, sicut 
aiunty cum mox domum rediit, 
coeperit Londini, ubi natus est, 
Paulinas legere epistolas, et In 
templis saepe concionari. Et 
quoniam non secus docebat 
quam vivebat, idcirco minim m 
modum mortales in ejus opti- 
mis praeceptis acquiescebant : 
erat enini homo continentissi* 
mus, qui semel in die cibum 
capiebat : non sitiebat honores, 
non cupiebat opes, non quiere- 
bat divitias ; quae tamen eum 
Higientem secutae, tandem con- 
secutae sunt. Sane accidit, ut 
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"same spirit of virtue and glory that excited Dr. 
"John Colet, dean of St. Paul's, to propagate in 
" some like manner the knowledge of good letters. 
" He being very eminent, as weU for his greatness 
" and firmness of mind, as for his goodness and in- 
« tegrity of life, was esteemed among his country- 
" men (the English) as if he had been a second St. 
" Paul. For being from a child naturally' devout 
" and religious, as soon as he grew up, and was per- 
"fectly instructed in those arts and sciences which 
" are called the studies of humanity, he applied him- 
" self with the utmost intention to divinity, and 
"chose out St. Paul for his great master and di- 
"rector: in whose writings he was so conversant, 

lia aliquot per anno8» perfectis 
Uteris operam dederat, domum 
reversus, Anglorum primus apud 
suos eas docuit: antea enim 



ex duobus et viginti filiis, quos 
Henricus Coletus ejus pater, ci- 
vis summa modestia et gravi- 
tate, ex Christiana uxore, nobiii 
muliere susceperat, solus ip§e 
superstes fuerat ; eique patema 
hsjeditas venerit. Turn Joan- 
nes videns plures suos cives na- 
turae tantum habitu, evadere vi- 
ros graves et modestos, putavit 
illos ipsos multo excellentiores 
fore, si excolerentur doctrina: 
quapropter statuit suis sumpti- 
bus juvare pubem Londinen- 
sem, ad percipiendam, colen- 
damque doctrinam. Qui circi- 
ter ista tempora posuit in ea 
parte coemeterii Paulini quae ad 
orientem solem spectat, magni- 
ficam scholam, deditque praecep- 
torem, Gulielnium Liliuro ; alte- 
rum, qui rudiores informaret pue- 
ros ; quod in eo erat literatura, 
mores boni, diligentia summa. 
^am Lilius vir, quemadmodum 
dicit Horatius, integer vitse, sce- 
lerisque punis, postquam in Ita^ 



Cornelius Vitellius, homoltalus, 
Cometi, quod est raaritimum 
Hetrurise oppidum, natus nobiii 
prosapia, omnium primus Oxo* 
nii bonis Uteris juventutem eru- 
divit. Deinde secutus est doc- 
trinse et morum magister Johan- 
nes Reighevus^ deinde Richar- 
dus lonys. lis auteni ludi li- 
terarii raagistris Coletus, ex 
suis facultatibus in annos sin- 
gulos stipendium constituit, 
quo ilU, et posthac aUi, omni 
tempore, gratuito docerent. Ac 
ut Londinensis juventus e Pau- 
lina schola multo est politior, 
sic tota Anglia, multi studiis et 
doctrinis dediti perfecta litera- 
tura florent. [Polydori Virgilii 
Urbinatia Anglicse Historiee lib. 
26. et ult. finis, 8vo. Lugd. Bat. 
1651.] 
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both at Oxford and Cambridge, and in Italy, that, 
becoming a sound divine, and a complete scholar, 
as soon as he returned from his travels, he began 
to read public lectures out of the epistles of St. 
Paul, in his native city of London, and to pi-each 
often in the churches. And because his life was 
agreeable to his doctrine, people were much the 
more attentive and complying to him. For he 
was a man of exemplary temperance, and all other 
virtues. He eat but once a day. He was not 
ambitious of honour, nor covetous of worldly 
wealth ; so far from pursuing after riches, that he 
rather avoided and fled from them, while they 
notwithstanding pursued and overtook him. It so 
happened, that of two and twenty children which 
Henry Colet,his father, (a citizen of great prudence 
and virtue) had by Christian his wife, (an excel- 
lent woman, of a good family,) this John was the 
only survivor; and his father's inheritance came 
to him. When he was in full possession of it, ob- 
serving that many of his fellow-natives of that city 
did, by the mere strength of nature, grow up into 
considerable men, he concluded they would sooner 
do so, if they had the help and advantage of being 
trained up in good literature. And therefore he 
resolved to lend (at his own expense) that assist- 
ance to the children of that city : for which pur- 
pose he founded a magnificent school in the east 
part of St. Paul's churchyard, and appointed two 
masters; the principal being William Lily, the 
other John Ryghthuyscj who was to attend the 
lower boys ; both men of learning, good manners, 
and the greatest diligence. Lily was a man (in 



DR. JOHN COLET. 95 

** the phrase of Horace) of a pure and unspotted 
" life ; who, after he had bestowed some years in 
"Italy, for the attaining of perfect letters, i. e. the 
" Greek and Latin tongues, upon his return was the 
"first among the English that taught them in any 
" public school. It was somewhat before this time, 
" that Cornelius Vitellius, an Italian, bom at Cor- 
" naro, a maritime town on the coast of Tuscany, a 
" man of a noble family, and of all agreeable qualifi- 
" cations, taught both these kinds of literature at 
" Oxford. 

" For those two masters dean Colet made a suitable 
" provision, by annual salaries, to support them, in 
" teaching without fee or reward for ever. And he 
" made it an injunction, that in the room of the 
" upper master, the second should succeed, without 
"just impediment: by which means Ryghthuyse 
" succeeded Lily ; and after Ryghthuyse, master 
" Bidiard Jones, a very learned and modest man. 
" But as by the benefit of this school the London 
youth have been very much polished and im- 
proved; Bo the whole kingdom has enjoyed the 
good effects of a daily progress of languages and 
" school-learning." 

The foundation is placed the following year, 1509. 
1 Hen. VIII. by master Grafton, in the Abridg- 
ment of the Chronicles of England, (8vo. 1572.) in 
these words of Mr. Hall. ^^ In this time also the 
^ right famous and learned doctor in divinity, John 
" Colet, dean of Paul's church in London, the sonne 
" of Henry Colet, mercer, and late mayor of Lon- 
^^ don, of his own great costes and charges, builded, 
" in the east end of St. PauFs churchyard in the 
" said citye, one free grammar-schoole, and placed 
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** one master and usher in the same, for the educa- 
** tion and bringing up of youth in lemyng ; and he 
" buylded also two fayre tenements joyning to the 
*^ said schoole, for the maister and usher to inhabit 
*' in, and endued them with goodly pensions, and 
^* committed the charge and oversight of the good 
** government and continuance of the saide schoole 
*^ unto the maisters and wardens of the woTshi{^ill 
** companye of the mercers for the time beynge, to 
*^ be ordered and kept according to such ordinances 
^^ and statutes as he had drawne for jthe good go- 
" vemment of the same : whiche said companye of 
** the mercers have, to their great prayse hitherto, 
" ordered the same to God's high honour, and to 
" the benefit rf the common weale, and to the well 
" bringing up of many an honest pore man's childe. 
^^ This man in his tyme was a great aoHl diligent 
" preacher of God's blessed worde ; and did in those 
^* dayes much reprehend and rebuke the sloafthfttU- 
" ness of the cleargie ; and he was the first in his 
" tyme that taught the people the articles of the 
fayth, the commandments of Almighty God, tod 
the Lordes prayer in English ; for the which he 
was not at that time well thought of by sundry of 
" the bisshoppes and cleargy, who then favoured in 
" the common people ignorance better than know- 
" ledge." 

George Lily, in his Latin Chronicle, places the 
foundation of St. Paul's school under the same year, 
1509. ** *At this time," says he, "the perfection 

> Anno 1509. His tempori- cipes nonnullos apud Anglos 

bus perfects literse Latinee, si- suis sumplibus ad juvanda pas- 

mill ac Grsecs, fselicissimo ex sim bonarum artium studia ec^ 

Italia ingeniorum proventu, in citarunt — istorum instituta se- 

Britanniam usque difitisae, prin- cutus Joannes Coletus,D.PauIi, 
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'' of good letters, Latin and Greeks by the ha|^ ad- 
^^ vantage of many wits and scholars out ot Ita^t 
^ was spread throughout Great Britain, and excited 
^ the piiices and nobility of England to encourage 
"^ the study of arts and sciences. Their good ex- 
*^ ample was followed by Dr. John Colet, dean of 
*^ Paul's, an excellent (Nreacher oi the word of God, 
^ and mach &voured of king Henry for his. singular 
<< pie^ and learning, who about this time erected a 
^ piitdic SGhool in Lcmdon, of an elegant structure, 
<< and endowed it with a large estate,, for teaching 
<< gmitis tiie sona of hia foUow-citi|z€9i6 for ever." 

Others kave fixed the foundation of this eminent 
school in the year 1510. (as Cooper ^ Holingshed% 

&c;^) imd witb good reason ; because the frcmt ei it 

• 

next the church was then finished, and this inscrip- 
tion put upon, it r SCHOLA CATEPHIZATIONIS FU-^ 
SEOKUM IN CHBJSTI OPT. MAX. FIHC £T BONIS 
IIT£EIfli ANNO CHBiaTI MDX ^ 



tti Toeanty deeauus, vesbi divini 
ooQcaonatoi eximius, Henrico 
regi, propter maigDem aqimi pi- 
etatem doctrinamque apprime 
cbaiuSi^eiKft h«c tempomL^a- 
dini scholam publican}, elegant! 
fidnctura, posuit; eandemque 
ftiwrum civiiim Uberift giatuitxi 
in perpetuum erudiendis am- 
pKssimo patrimonio ditavit. [G^ 
lilii Chran. sub anao 1509.] 

^ The worshipfdll cledce doc- 
tour CpUett^ which buiid^ the 
free schole of Faules in London, 
lired at this time, and by his di- 
%eQt preaching firste began to 
opea die slothfulness and neg- 
ligence of the clergy of this 
fealme in those dayes. [Cooper's 
Chron. 410. sub anno t^ic] 

^ In the year 1510, Dr.Colet, 



deane of PauleS) erected a free 
schooie in Paules church-yarde 
in London, and committed the 
Qvers^ht thereof to the masters 
and wardens of the mercers, 
because himself was bom in 
Lopdon, and was sopne to 
Henry Colet mereea, somcidme 
lord-mayor pf the eatie of Loa- 
don. [HoKngshed sub anno 
1510.] 

^ Cumque Pauhnum deeana- 
tmn regis beneficio aceepisset 
in divino verbo prsedicando as-> 
stduus fuit, et ad juveiies primia 
Uteris et grammatica instituen- 
dos scholam iilam egregiam, 
que Paulina dicitur, extruxit. 
[Antiq. Britao. sub Will. War- 
liamo, edit. Hauov, p. 306.! 

^ Some other ancient insciip*' 

H 



ga 



THE LIFE OF 



-« 



4€ 



it 



The account of this foundation given by Mr. AVood 
189 though the last, the most imperfect of any. Speak- 
ing of Dr. Colet, he tells us : " In 1512, 4 Hen. 
** VIII. he was at the charge of 4,500/. for the found- 
** ing a free school in the east part of St. Paul's 
** churchyard, for three hundred fifty and three poor 
** men's children, to be taught free in that school; 
appointing a master, usher, and a chaplain, with 
sufficient stipends to endure for ever ; and he com- 
mitted the oversight of it to the mercers of Lion- 
^* don ; whom he endowed with an hundred and 
" twenty pounds yearly, for the maintenance there- 
** of. He also at the same time gave orders for the 
^* scholars ; whereby also^ the schoolmasters them- 
^* selves should be directed. As for the rents^ they 
^* being much increased since, more comes to the 
" schoolmaster than the whole endowment V 

But the best account is given us by Erasmus ; and 
it is very particular, as folio weth. " sTJpon the death 
" oT his father, when by right of inheritance he was 
possessed of a good sum of money; lesl the keep- 
ing of it should corrupt his mind, and turn it too 
" much toward the world, he laid out a great part of 
" it in building a new school in the churchyard of 
" St. Paul's, dedicated to the child Jesus : a magni'^' 
" ficent fabric ; to which he added two dwelling- 
" houses for the two several masters : and to them 
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tions, as also the modem ones, 
that are now to be seen in and 
about the new fabric, I shall 
insert in the appendix. But 
here it is to be noted, that the 
new. school was built much ac- 
cording to the ancient model, 
though more magnificently; a- 
boye 6,000/. being laid out upon 



it by the worshipful company 
of mercers. 

^ Athen. Oxon. vol. i. col. 1 1. 

8 Nam patre defuncto» 

cum ingentem pecuniae vim ac- 
cepisset ex hsreditate, ne ser- 
vata gigneret in eo aliquid mor- 
bi, novam scholam extruxit in 
coemiteno S. Pauli, puero Jesu 
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^ he allotted ample salaries, that they might teach 
" a certain number of boys, free, and for the sake of 
" charity. He divided the school into four apart- 
" ments. The first, vh. the porch and entrance, is 
" for catechumens, or the children to be instructed 
« in the principles of religion ; where no child is to 
" be admitted, but what can read and write. The 
** second apartment is for the lower boys, to * be 
" taught by the second master, or usher : the third 
^ for the upper forms, under the headmaster : which 
" two parts of the school are divided by a curtain, 
" to be drawn at pleasure. Over the master's chair 
^ is an image of the child Jesus, of admirable work, 
" in the gesture of teaching ; whom all the boys, go- 
'^ ing and coming, salute with a short hymn : and 
.** there is a representation of God the Father, say- 
** ing, Hear ye him; these words being written at 
" my suggestion. The fourth or last apartment is 
." a little chapel for divine service. The school has 
" no comers or hiding places ; nothing like a cell or 
"closet. The boys have their distinct forms, or 
"benches, one above another. Every form holds 



sacram, opere magnifico. Ad- 
jedt aedes magnificas, in quibus 
agerent duo ludimagistri ; qui- 
bua amplum salarium designa- 
vit, quo gratuito docerent ; sed 
sic, uti schola non capiat nisi 
certain numerum. £^m dis- 
tinxit in partes quatuor. Primus 
ngressus habet ceu catechu- 
^QBenos. Nullus autem admitti- 
tur, nisi qui jam norit et legere 
etscribere. Secunda pars habet 
^quos hyppdidasculus institu* 
)t Tertia quos superior eirudi|« 
Alteram ab altera ^mit velum 
qnoddam, quctd acii^^ifcitur, ac 



diducitur, cum libet. Supra ca- 
tbedram prseceptoris sedet puer 
Jesus singulari opere, docentis 
gestu ; quem totus grex, adieus 
scholam ac relinquens, hymno 
salutat. £t imminet Patris ia- 
cies dicentis, Ipsum audite: nam 
hffic verba, me autore, ascripsit. 
In postremo sacellum est, in 
quo licet rem divinam facere. 
Tota schola nullos habet angu- 
los, aut secbssus ; adeo ut nee 
ccenaculurh sit uUum, aut cubi- 
culum. Pueris singulis suus est 
locus in sFadibus paulatim ad» 
^pend^ntibus, distinctis spaciis. 
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'** sixteen ; and he that is head or captain of each 
'^ form has a little kind of desk by way of preemi- 
** nence. They are not to admit all boys of course, 
** but to choose them in according to their parts and 
*^ capacities. The wise and sagacious founder saw 
** that the greatest hopes and happiness of the ccun- 
^* monwealth were in the training up of children to 
good letters and true religion : for which noULe pur- 
pose he laid out an inunense sum of money; and 
yet he would admit no one to bear a share in this 
expense. Some person having left a legacy of one 
hundred pounds sterling toward the fabric of the 
school, dean Colet perceived a design in it^ and^ by 
leave of the Bishop, got that money to be laid out 
upon the vestments of the church of St« Paul. 
After he had finished all» he left the perpetual 
care and oversight of the estate, and govemmeiit of 
it, not to the clergy, not to the bishop, not to the 
chapter, nor to any great minister at court ; but 
amongst the married laymen, to> the con^any of 
mercers, men of probity and reputation. And when 
** he was asked the reason of so committkig this trust, 
" he answered to this effect : That there was no ab- 
" solute certainty in human affairs ; but for his part, 
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Quaeque classis habet sedecira ; 
et qui in sua ciasse prsecellit, 
selhilani habet cseteris pauiulo 
eminentiorem. Nee quosvis ad- 
miltunt temere ; sed delectus fit 
indolisetiDgeniorum. Viditillud 
vir perspicacissimus, in hoc esse 
preecipuam reipublicse speni, si 
prima setas bonis rationibus in- 
stitueretur. Ea res cum constet 
immensa peciinia, tamen nul- 
lum in hujus consortium admi- 
sit. Quidam legarat in earn 



structuram centum libraa mo- 
netee Britannicte : ubi seoaitCo- 
letus, hac gratia sibi oescio quid 
juris vindicare laicos, pemiiasu 
episcopi sui, earn pecuniam oon- 
tulit in sacraa vestes templi. 
Reditibus totique negotio prae- 
fecit non sacerdotes, noa epi* 
scopum, aut capitulum, ut va- 
cant, lion magnates, sed cives 
aliquot conjugates, probatae hr 
mee. Roganti MMiMmn^ ait^ nUul 
qui(Jem esse certi in rebiis fait- 
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^ he found less corruption in such a body of citizens, 
*^ than in any other order or degree of mankind.*' 

Erasmus often had reference to the wisdom and 
honesty of Dr. Colet, in preferring a married man for 
fhe master of his school ; and again, married men for 
the trustees and guardians of it ^ : the celibacy of the 
dergy being at that time fallen into infinite crimes 
and scandals ; into the very corrupting of tiieir prin- 
c^les, and making it a less fault to have ten whores 
abroad, than one wife (or, as they called it, a concu- 
tttne) at home ; which sir Thomas Mo(»ie remembers 
to have been defended by a divine of his acquaint- 
ance'. Besides which reasons, the dean might be 
fiirther induced to make this wise choice, upon the 
account of that strange turn the church affairs were 
taking about this time. 

Here I cannot but remark also, that this school is 



manis, sed tamen in his se 
minimum invenire corruptelae. 
[Eras. Ep. Jbd. Jon.] 

^ So Erasmus observes in his 
dialogue de Pronunciatione. — 
Vrfut. Proinde Joannes Cole- 
tos, vir sterna dignus memoria, 
qnutn temple divi Pauii scholam 
puerilem addidisset, nulla cura 
]Qagistorquebatur,quam in quos 
cgus rei praefecturam delegaret. 
Episcopi judicant hanc rem in- 
d^am sua solicitudine. Scho- 
kMsres censibus recipieiKlis se 
potius quam schoUe curands 
datos arbitrantur, et pulchre sibi 
videntur sue functi officio, si lu- 
dinwgistros nou deciment. In 
coUegiis canonicorum fere sem- 
per deterior pars superat. Ma- 
^tratus vel jiidicio careut, Vel 
indulgent privatis afiectibus. 
Ifo, Quid tandem consilii repe- 
nt? Urs^ Hominem conjuga- 



turn, et liberis divitem, schole 
preefecit: provisionem delegavit 
aliquot e civibus laicis, quorum 
probitatem habere sibi videba- 
tur exploratam, ut ab his in has- 
redes proximos deriretur. Leo. 
Num ea providentia secumm 
reddidit? Ura. Minime; sed 
his aiebat sibi videri minimum 
esse periculi, ut tum habebant 
res humanse. p. 919. 

' Theologus asserebat con- 
clusionem famosam cujusdani 
limpidissimi doctoris, qui fecit 
ilium singularissimum librum 
qui intitulatur Directorium Con- 
cu^martorum, plus eum peccare 
qui unain domi concubinam, 
quam qui decern foras meretri- 
ces haberet ; idque cum ob ma- 
lum exemplum, tum ob'oceasi- 
onem smius peccandi cum ea 
quae domi sit. [Tho. Mori Apo- 
logia pro Erasmo.] 
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not hampered or clogged with any statute which might 
hinder it from being generally useful to the worid- 
Not only natives of the dty, but they that were bom 
in any other part of the kingdom, and even those 
who are foreigners, and (as the founder expresses it,) 
of all nations and countries, are capable (under the 
same good restrictions as others) to be partakers of 
its privileges. And the good founder's wisdom is also 
very apparent, in giving liberty to declare the sense 
of his statutes in general ; and from time to time to 
alter and correct, add and diminish, as should in 
after-times be thought proper, or should any way 
tend to the better government of the school. For 
want of such a liberty, how many ridiculous customs 
have been and stOl are kept up in some schools and 
colleges; which, though when first enjoined, were 
not only laudable, but even necessary, yet became, 
in process of time, monstrously absurd and ridicu- 
lous. The dean, no doubt, was aware of this ; or 
else he would not have been so obsequious to the 
time he Uved in, as to mention in his statutes the 
ceremony of the boy-bishop : which seems to be so 
ludicrous, that he would never have enjoined any at- 
tendance on him by his scholars, but that he hoped 
he might thereby facilitate matters of much greater 
importance. Bating this one superstition, his sta- 
tutes (drawn up by himself) would easily gain belief, 
that they were of a more modem date, and writ by 
one who was not of the communion of the Romish 
church ; they being written in the most grave and 
pious strain imaginable, with frequent and very seri- 
ous adjurations of the name of God. 

This school, which has continued for above two 
hundred years, could we but give the reader a com- 
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plete catalogue of the names of the most consider- 
able persons bred up in it, would have no cause to 
envy any of its standing in Europe. But we rnust^ 
content ourselves at present with those few orna- 
ments of their country (according to their several 
capacities) which, with some difficulty, we have 
picked up by one means or other: a trouble that 
might have been prevented, if care had been taken 
to keep a register of every admission into the school ; 
which being handed down from time to time, would 
have been a great credit to the school, as weU as 
service to the world. Such sort of diptychs should 
be hung up in every public school, especially those 
of ancient foundation, to excite a spirit of emulation 
in the bo3rs to follow their famous leaders. All that 
I can contribute towards so good a design, the 
reader will find in the appendix. 

The state of schools in London before dean Colet's 
foundation was to this effect: ^the chancellor of 



^ Caocellariusecclesiae S. Pauli 

Loudon. Is etiam prseest li- 

teraturae, non solum ecclesiae 
aed etiam totius civitatis. Om- 
nes magistri graramatices ei 
subjiciuntur. Is in schola Pauli 
magistrum idoneum, quern ante 
decano et capitulo praesentave- 
rit, praeficit ; et eedes iHius scho- 
1« sumptibus suis reficit. Is 
etiam libros ecclesiae omnes 
scholasticos custodit, et magis- 
ter eruditionis et doctrinse est ; 
et auditoribus legere oportet sa- 
cras literas ad Dei cognitionem, 
et ad vit» et morum institutio- 
netn. 

De Magktro Grammatices. 
MKgister scholae grammaticse 
vir probus et bonestus debet es- 



se, atque miiltae et laudata; iite- 
raturse : is pueros doceat gram- 
maticam maxime eos qui sint 
ecclesiae ; eisdem exemplum bo- 
nae vitae ostendat. Caveat mag- 
nopere, ne scandalizet teneros 
animos aiiqua fioaditate vel hcti 
vel sermonis; quin imo simul 
cum casta literatura imbuat eos 
Sanctis moribus, sitque eis non 
solum grammatices sed etiam 
virtutis magister. Is loco can- 
cellarii scribit in tabula, atque 
notat ordine, quid quisque l^at 
in eoclesia. Is etiam magister 
habitum gerat inchoro; etjn 
majoribus festis primam lectio- 
uem legat. [Ex lib. Statutorum 
Eccles. S. Pauli Lond. scripib 
ad mandatum Th. Lyseux, de-i 

H 4 
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Paul's (as in all the ancient cathedral churches) was 
master of the schools, {magister sehclarum^) having 
the direction and government of literature, not only 
within the church, but within the whcrfe city; so 
that all the masters and teachers of grammar de- 
pended on him, and were sntgect to him : partica* 
laiij he was to find a fit master for the schod of 
St. Paul, and present him to the dean and chapter, 
and then to give him possession ; and at his own 
cost and charges to repair the houses and buildings 
belonging to the school. This master of the gram- 
mar school was to be a sober, honest man, of good 
and laudable learning ; who should instruct the boys, 
especially those belonging to the church, in gram- 
mar, and set them the example of a good hfe, and 
take great care not to deprave the minds of those 
little ones by any turpitude in word or deed, but 
with chaste language and conversation, tndn them 
up in holiness and the fear of God; and be unto 
them, not only a master of grammar, but also of vir- 
tue and religion. He was, to all intents, the true 
vice-chancellor of the church, and was some time so 
called ; and this was the original meaning of chan- 
cellors (and vice-chancellors) in the two universities, 
or great schools of the kingdom. A grant of the 
office and dignity of chancellor of the church passed 
formerly by giving and granting the school of St. 
Paul ; as in the time of Richard de Belmeis, Inshop 
of London, about 1123. 

That Paul's school was very ancient, appears by 
the charter of Richard, bishop of London, in Hen.I.'s 



cani, an. decanatiis sui nouo. Cant. Mon. Angl. tom. iii. p« 
1450. MSS. R. in bibl. pub. 339.I 
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time' ; who granted to one Hugh, the dcboolmirter 
Iliepe<^, and his raccessors, the habitation oi Doran- 
dus, at the amieT of the turret, or foell«tower, and 
the custody c^ the lifararf belonging to the church : 
dfter whom succeeded Henry, a canon of the same 
Ushop ; which Henry was so respected by Henry de 
Bloys, bishop of Winchester, that he commanded 
none should teach school in London without his li- 
cmce, except the schoolmasters of St. Maty le Bow 
and St. Martin le Grand. AU that presumed to open 
any school within the city, (except in those ex^npt 
places,) after a third admonition, were to be excom- 
RHmicated *". 

Dean Colet being desirous his school should be 
independent upon this power, (which probably he 
observed had been somewhat abused,) was therefore, 
in respect to the memory of his father, who had 
gained a fair estate in the company of mercers, as 
well as for other reasons, willing to shew his regard 



^ Ricardus, Dei gratia Lond. 
episcopuB> W. decano, totique 
fratrum conventui, et W. Uc- 
chendone dapifero suo, cunctis- 
que suis hominibus salut. et in 
Christo beDedictionem. Notiim 
vobis facio, carissimi, rae con- 
cessisse Henrico canonico meo, 
successori magistri Hugonis, 
scolas S. Fauli ita honorifice 
sicut unqiiam melius et hono- 
rabilius illas ecclesia habuit ; et 
terrain de atrio quod praedictus 
Hugo ad se hospitandum sibi 
mclusit, et pratum quod eidem 
Hugoni in Folcham concesse- 
ram ; scilicet iii acras, scilicet 
quicquid est in illo loco a grava 
usque ad Tamisiam : singulis 
aanis pro xii. denariis, de re- 
cognitione in festo S. Michae- 



lis : et in elemosina decimam 
de Hingis, et decimam de Ma- 
deleia. Test. Will, de Winto- 
nia, et "Willo de Occehendone 
dapifero, et Hugone de Cancri- 
sio. Valete. [Cart. Autogr. pe- 
nes decan. et capit. Lond.] 

" H. Dei gratia Winton. ce- 
des, minister capitulo S. Pftuli, 
et Willelmo archid. et ministris 
suis salutem. Precipio vobis per 
obedientiam, et post trinam vo- 
cationem, sententiam, anathe- 
matis in eo proteratis, qui sine 
licentia Henrici magistri scho- 
larum in tota civitate London, 
legere preesumpserit, praeter eos 
qui scholas S. Mariae de Arcu- 
bus, et sancti Martini Magni 
regunt— 
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to thenii by constituting them sole governors of his 
foundation : and he seems to have been instrumental 
in obtaining for them the right of nomination, or 
presentation, of a master to the hospital of St. Tho- 
mas of Aeon, in the city of London, (now Mercers' 
chapel,) granted to the said society by Richard, bi^ 
shop of London, in 1514. " 

At this time the common way for the nolnlity 
and gentry to educate their sons, was, to send them 
into a religious convent, especially of the Domini- 
cans, Franciscans, or Augustine friars: where, as 
Erasmus says, ^^ they had not above three months' 
time allowed them for learning grammar; and 
then immediately were posted away to sophistry, 
'* logic, suppositions, ampliations5 restrictions, expo- 
sitions, resolutions, and a thousand quibbles, and 
so on to the mysteries of divinity; but if they 
^^ were brought to any classic author, Greek, or La- 
" tin, they were blind, they were ignorant, they 
" thought themselves in another world ^" Yet the 



« 



«< 



«( 



«« 



" Concessio nominationis sive 
presentatioDis magistri hospita- 
lis S. Thorns de Aeon, facta 
societati merceriorum in civi- 
tate London, per D. Ricar- 
dum London, episcopum^ dat. 
Fuiham, anno MDXIV. nos- 
trae translationis nono. [Reg. 
Fitz-James episc. London, f. 
cxviii.] 

® — ^Ne recedamus ab insti- 
tuto, hujus mail pnecipua pars 
niibi videtur oriri ex publicis 
scholis, quas ambitioso vocabulo 
nunc appellant universitates, 
quasi nihil absit bonae discipli- 
nae; turn ex monasteriis, prae- 
sertim iis in quibus instituuntur 
ad doctrinam evangelicam, quod 



genus sunt Dominicanorum, et 
Franciscanonmiy et AugustineD- 
sium. In his eniin adolescen- 
tes, vix trimestri studio gram- 
maticse dato» protinus rapiuntur 
ad sophistioen, dialecticen^ sup- 
positiones, ampliationes, restric- 
tiones, expositiones> resolutio- 
nes ad gryphos et quaestionuio 
labyrinthos, hinc recta in adyta 
theologie. Tales, ubi ventum 
est ad eos autores qui utriusque 
linguae facundia praeoelluerunt, 
Deum immortalem ! ut caecu- 
tiunt, ut delirant, ut sibi viden- 
tur in alio prorsus esse mundo. 
[Eras. Dialogus de Pronuntia- 
tione. Operum tom.i. p. 770.] 
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ace b^nn now to be wiser ; and to be well versed 

importance by all who were well-wishers to the re- 
storation of learning. Particularly bishop Waynfleet^ 
in founding his three schools, at Waynfleet, Brack- 
ley, and within Magdalen college in Oxford, took 
care that in those different parts of the kingdom the 
seeds of Greek and human literature might be early 
sown^ to yield a plentiful increase through the whole 
nationP : and in his foundation of Magdalen college, as 
he provided suiBBicient salaries for a master and usher 
to teach boys the rudiments of that tongue, so for 
the scholars of his house that should grow up to 
greater maturity in age and learning, he settled a 
particular professor, to confirm and perfect them in 
that language. That bishop Fox had a design to 
promote the three learned tongues in his college at 
Oxford, appears by a letter of Erasmus writ to John 
Claymond, the first president thereof, here under 
placed *i. And it would be well, if governors and 



/ 



p — Hoc consilio illustrissim. 
fiiDdator et institutor collegii 
vestri (Magdaleosis) scholam 
Wainfiettensem> Brachliensem, 
et vestram domi celeberrimain 
extrui et aperiri voluit, ut diver- 
sis regni locis Grsecarum et 
humanarum literarum semina 
sparsa in fcecundam segetem to- 
tius reipublicae excrescerent, &c. 
[Laur. Humphredus de Grsecis 
Literis, et Homeri Lectione.] 

"i Eras. Rot. insigni theologo 
Joanni Claymondo, S. D. Egre- 
giam illam prudentiam suam, 
qua semper publics fainse prse- 
conio cotnmendatus fuit Ri- 
cardus episcopus Wintoniensis, 
nullo certiore argumento nobis 



declaravit, Claymonde, non in- 
fimum decus ordinis theolc^ci, 
quam quod coll^um magnifi- 
cum, suis impendiis extructuro, 
tribus praecipuis Unguis ac m^i- 
oribus literis vetustisque auto- 
ribus proprie con^ecravit. Nam 
qua ratione melius mereri potuit 
de rebus humanis : aut quo mo- 
numento rectius nomen suum 
eetemse hominum memorise de- 
dicare } isthuc profecto demum 
est ecclesise columen^ isthuc est 

episcopum agere. mihi 

prsesagit animuj futurum olim, 
ut istud coU^ium ceu templum 
sacrosanctum .optimis literis di- 
catum, toto terrarum orbe, in- 
ter preecipua decora Britanniae 
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tutors could call back the younger scholars in col- 
leges and halls to the primitive institution of them ; 
the being perfected in languages, as well as in arts 
and sciences. 

Instruction in grammar was a main use and pur- 
pose of the ancient foundations. And even so late 
as the erecting and endowing of Jesus college in 
Cambridge, it was, as for a master and »x fellows, 
so for a certain number of scholars to be instructed 
in grammar '• 

It may shew the great regard had about this time 
to these studies, that the university students took 
their degrees in rhetoric and grammar ; the manner 
whereof Mr. Wood tells us, in his account of an emi- 
nent grammarian, Robert Whitington. " In the be- 
" ginning of the year 1518, 5 Hen. VIII. he suppli^ 
'* cated the venerable congregation of regents, under 
the name and title of Robert Whytingdon, a secular 
chaplain, and a scholar of the art of rhetoric ; that 
whereas he had spent fourteen years in the study 
" of the said art, and twelve years in the inform- 
ing of boys, it might be sufficient for him, that 
he might be laureated. This supplication being 
^^ granted, he was (after he had composed an hundred 
verses, which were stuck up in public places, espe- 



i* 
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nunieretur: pluresque futuros 
quos trilinguis istius bibliothe- 
ctB spectaculuni, quae nihil bo- 
norum autorum non habeat, 
nnde nihil malorum non exulet, 
pertrahat Oxoniam, quam olim 
tot miraculis visenda Roma ad 
se pellexit. Quin et illud mihi 
quiaem sagax consilium optimi 
prsesulis arguit, quod te potissi- 
mum ex omnibus delectum, vi- 
rum haudquaquam novse, sed 



jam olim notee perspectseqtie 
probitatfs, novo coll^o pne- 
fecent. Lovainii, 5 kal. Jul 

ISI9; 
^ Literse Henrici regis VII. 

quod Johannes episcopus Elien- 
sis fundare possit quoddam col- 
legium de uno magistro, et sex 
sociis, et certo numero schola- 
rium in gnun. erudiendorum. 
[Rymer's Acta publ. torn. xii. 
P- 653.] 
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" cially on the door or doors of St. Mary's churcht) 
" very solemnly crowned, or his temples adorned 
** with a wreath of laureU that is, doctorated in the 
*^ arts of ^ammajf and rhetoric, 4. July the same 
" year ^*' And this may discover the error of some* 
who, not considering the crown of laurel as the en- 
sign of a degree, have been apt to think that a poet 
laureat of old, as well as of late, had that title» and 
a pension with it from the prince ; when it came from 
the university, in commencing the degree of doctor 
of grammar ; as it came thus to Bernard Andreas* 
tutor of prince Arthur, to John Skelton, tutor of 
prince Henry, &c. 

Dean Colet, it is plain, had gramnuur4eaming so 
much at heart, that in the year 1509 S as he had 



* Wood's Athenffi Oxon. vol. 
i. col. 22. Hence the said Whi- 
tinton, in his grammatical tracts, 
began his epistles to the reader, 
Robertus Whitintonus, Lichfel- 
diensis, grammatices magister « 
in fiorentissima academia lau- 
reatus, lectoribus salutem dicit, 
&c. 

Under his name there is a lit- 
tle book of good manners for 
children, now lately compiled* 
and set forth by Erasmus Roter- 
dam in Latin tongue, with an 
interpretation of the same into 
the vulgar English tongue, by 
Robert Whytyngdon, poet-lau- 
reat By Wyn%n de Worde. 

^532. 

^ The sad estate of grammar 
schools a little before this time, 
with the reformation now made 
in them, is frequently implied by 
Erasmus, particularly in his Ec- 
clesiastes. (Op. tom. v. p. 710.) 
Primum illud constat, gramma- 



ticen esse disciplinarum omni- 
um fundamentum, ex cujus neg- 
iectu quanta bonorum autorum 
ac disciplinarum vel ipteritus 
vel corruptela sit profecta, no- 
tius est„ quam ut hie sit osten- 
dendum. Quum autem gramma- 
ticam dico, non sentio inflexio- 
nem nominum, ac verborum, et 
appositi cum supposito congru- 
entiam ; sed rationes emendate 
proprieque ioquendi, quce res 
non contingit, nisi ex multijuga 
veterum lectione, qui sermonis 
elegantia prsecelluerunt. Ac no- 
stro quidem seculo jure gratu- 
lamur, quod e ludis iiterariis 
penitus sublatum est illud lite- 
ratorum genus, qui dum incul- 
cabant modos sigoificandi, aU- 
asque comroentitias difficulta- 
tes, idque verbis illotis atque so- 
phisticis, nihil aliud docebant 
pueros quam barbare loqui, 
quum grammatica sit ars emen- 
date > Ioquendi. Videbatur hoc 
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been the pious founder of this school, so he was la- 
bouring himself to be the perpetual teacher and in- 
structor of it ; and therefore, after he had appointed 
Mr. WiUiam Lily to be the chifef or high master, who 
answered Erasmus's character of a good scholar in all 
respects", he drew up some rudiments of grammar 
with an abridgment of the principles of religion, 
and published them for the standing use and service 
of Paul's school, entitled, Rudimenta Grammatices 
a Johanne ColetOy Decano JEcclesue Sancti PauU 
London, in Usum SchoUe ah ipso instituUe\ Which 
little manual, called Paul's Accidence, the author, 
Dr. Colet, dedicated to the new master, Lilye, in a 
short elegant Latin epistle, dated from his own 
house the first of August, 1510^. ' 



esse compendium, quum revera 
maximum esset dispendium. 
Rapiebant piieros ante tempus 
ad dialecticam, atque adeo ad 
sophisticam, &c. 

Deum immortalem! quale 
seculum erat hoc, quum magno 
apparatu disticha Joannis Gar- 
landini adolescentibus operosis 
ac proHxis commentariis enarra- 
bantur? Quum ineptis versicu- 
lis dictandis repetendis et exi- 
gendis magna pars temporis ab- 
sumebatur ? Quum • edisceretur 
Florista, et Floretus ? Nam Ale- 
xandrum inter tolerabiles nu- 
merandum arbitror. [Eras. De 
Pueris liberaliter instituendis.] 
^ " — Primum, ex omnium ci- 
vium numero, deligam mihi vi- 
rum setatis non quidem decre- 
pitae, sed tameu provectae, vigi-^ 
lantern, industrium, bons fidei, 
qui maximam statis partem in 
hoc literarum gener^e npn infe* 



liciter transegerit. [Dialog. De 
Pronuntiatione. Op. torn. i. p. 

766.] 

* In bibl. publ. Cantabr. in- 
ter MS. reg.] 

y Jo. Colet suo Lilio salutera. 
Accipe, optime ac literatissime 
Lili, libellum puerilis institu- 
tionis, in quo quidem eadem, 
quae fuerunt ab aliis tradita, ra- 
tione et ordine paulo (ni fallor) 
commodiore digessimus. Idque 
fecimus, ut elementa gramma- 
tices et felicius influerent in pu- 
erorum animos, et tenacius in- 
haererent — Tuum erit, qui pri- 
mus es hujus novae Pauli scbols 
praeceptor, his rudimentis dili- 
genter exercere pueros nostras, 
deinceps ad majora profecturos : 
nihil enim aeque mihi cordi est 
in prsesentia, quam ut parvuli 
Christi quam plurimum apud te 
proficiant, cum literatura, turn 
bonis moribus : ad quod si eni- 
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The most remarkable part of this introduction to 
grammar, are the honest and admirable rules that 
the dean prescribed for the admission and continu- 
ance of boys in his school : which rules and orders 
were to be read over to the parents, when they first 
brought their children, for their assent to them, as 
the express terms and conditions of expecting any 
benefit of education there. And because the book is 
so rare, and the rules and cautions so very good, 
accept this copy of them. 

" -^ The mayster shall reherse these articles to 

them that offer their chyldren, on this wyse here 

followynge 

If youre chylde can rede and wryte Lat3m and 

Englyshe sufiycyently, so that he be able to rede 

and wryte his own lessons, then he shal be ad- 
^ mitted into the schole for a scholer. 

** If youre chylde, after resonable season proved, 
*^ be founde here unapte and unable to lemynge, 
** than ye warned therof, shal take hym awaye, that 
" he occupye not oure rowme in va3aie. 

*^ If he be apt to leme, ye shal be contente that he 
" continue here tyl he have competent literature. 

^^ If he absente vi dayes, and in that mean season 
^ ye ishew not cause reasonable, (resonable cause is al 
^ only sekenes,) than his rowme to be voyde, without 
*^ he be admitted agayne, and pay iiiic/. 

" Also after cause shewed, if he contenewe to ab- 
** sente tyl the weke of admyssion in the next quar- 
'^ ter, and then ye shewe not the contenuance of his 
" sekenes, then his rowme to be voyde, and he none 

tens, et Jesuiu, pueronim pr»- dideris. Vale, ex sdibus meis; 
sidem, tibi tuo studio demere* cal. Aug. anno 1510. 
beris, et me plane felicem red- 
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** of the schole t^ he be admfUtd agajme^ and paje 
'< iiikf. for wrytmg hid name. 

^ Also if he && thryse into absence, he dial be 
<< admytted no more. 

Your chylde shal, on ChjMennaa daye^ wayte 

upon the boy byshop ' at Pouks, and offer there. 

<< Also ye shal fynde him waxe in winter. 

^< Also ye shal fynde him convenyent bokes to his 
" lemynge. 

** If the offerer be content with these artides, than 
<« let his childe be admytted." 

Then follow, in En^h, The Arddes of the 
Faythe ; the seven Sacraments ; Charyte^ the love 
q£ God, the love of thyne own self, the love of 
thy neighbour, penaunce, howselinge in sekenes, 
in deth, precepts of lyvio^: (in Latine) Syinbo- 
lum Apostolicum ; Oratio Dominica ; Sakitatio An- 
gelica ; Qratiuncuta ad puerum Jesum Scde Presi- 
dem : Mi Domine, Jesu suavissime ; qui pner adhuc, 
tmno «tatis tu«e doodedmo, &c. All wUch you wffl 
have in the appendix* 

The great cardinal Wolsey, when he had founded 
a school in his native town of Ipswich^ aaid was to 
recommend some Uttle system of grammatical rules 
to it, did dean Colet and faimaelf the iMnmtr to re- 
print those rudiments of Colet %ibr the nae oC Ips- 

^ See Thoresby's Vica. Leo- 1699. 8vo.) who has righdv 

dieDS. Lewis. obserred, (p. 20* ebip.3.) ''In 

^ No one of our writers had *' our times the comiDon grvn-* 

a true notion of cardinal Wol- '* mar that goes under the name 

8ey*8 building on this first foun* ** of M. Lilye^ wa& done by some 

datioo of the gnunoar rudi-^ ** of the most considenibte men 

ments of Colet, till the excel- " of the age ; the English ru- 

lent author of Reflections upon *' di ments by Dr. Colet, dean of 

Learning, (printed at Lond. " Paul's, with a preface to the 
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wichy as well as of Paul's school^ and prefixed an 
epistle dated at Westminster, 1 Sept. 1528. The 
title-page of which book runs thus ; ^^ Rudimenta 
'* GrammaticeSy et docendi Methodus, non tam Sco- 
" lae Gypswichianae per Reverend. D. Thomam Car- 
^' dinalem £bor. foelidter institutae, quam omnibus 
" aUis totius Angliae Scolis praescripta. Joan. Gra- 
'^pheus excudebat impensis Amoldi Birckmanni, 
'^ Antw. 1534^" The cardinal also vouchsafed to 
direct the use of it in a short epistle^ to the masters 
of his school ^. 



" first editions, directing its use, 
** by no less imm than cardinal 
'* Wolsej. Tbe most rational 
" part, the syntax, was writ or 
^ corrected by Erasmus; and 
''tbe> olher parts by other 
"hands: so that though Mr. 
"Lilye now bears the name, 
'^wtteh^ wUt^ living* he air 
** ways modestly refused, yet it 
** was carried on by the joint 
^ endearoun of several learned 
" men, and he perhaps had not 
"the largest share in that 
** work." 

^Dr.Yoim^ of WelwYQ told 
me, he had a quarto edition of 
this, published by cardinal Wol- 
seyhimBetf, probably printed in 
1528, the year of the epistle. 
North. 

^ Mr. Wood had seen this 
epistle, and the directions for 
teaching the dght classes in 
Ipswich school, set before the 
grammar of William Lilye, and 
printed in 1 528 ; but having not 
seen the first editions, he com- ^ 
mits a mistake in saying — Dr. 
John Colet, the learned dean of 
^t PauVs cath. compiled the 
eight parts of speech, and Wil- 



liam Lilye, the first master of 
Paul's school, an English syn- 
taxj whereunto cardinal Thomas 
Wolsey did afterwards prefix an 
e{HStle and directions for teach- 
ing the eight classes or forms 
in Ipswich school. [Ath. Oxon. 
vol. i. col. 571. et col. 7.3 
Notie» Ipffiirich school was after 
the model of St. Paul's eight 
classes, &c. 

^^ Thomas cardinalis Ebor. &c. 
Gypsuychianse scolae prsecepto- 
ribus, S. D. Neminem latere 
putamus, quanto animi conatu, 
studio, industria hue semper 
labores nostros destinaverimus ; 
non ut nostris privatim commo- 
dia» sed uti patriie civibusque 
nostris omnibus quam pluri- 
mum consuleremus. Ex sedibus 
nostris 1528. cal. Sept. — Quo 
ordine pueri in nostrum gymna- 
sium admissi docendi sint qui- 
que autores iisdem prselegendi 
— His rudimentis pueri in nos- 
tra scola imbuti facile declara- 
bunt, quantopere referat ab op- 
timis auspicatum fuisse. Vps 
modo pergite, ac patriam bene 
merentem honestissimis studiis 
illustrate. 
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A few years after the publication and general use 
of these Rudiments, (which related chiefly to the more 
easy construing of Latin, and are now, with som6 
improvement, placed in the common accidence after 
the eight parts of speech, though made before,) dean 
Colet proceeded to draw up, for the familiar use of 
his boys, that other little tract of the Construction of 
the Eight Parts of Speech ^; which, with some alterar 
tions, and great additions, now makes up the synta:^ 
in Lilye's vulgar grammar. He sent it to the master 
of his school, Mr. Lilye, with a very ingenious and 
affectionate epistle, dated from his own house in the 
year 1513. " ^Methinks," says he, " my dear Lilye, 
" I bear the same affection to my new school, as a 
" parent does to his only son ; to whom he is not 
" only willing to pass over his whole estate, but is 
" desirous even to impart his own bowels also : and 
" as the father thinks it to little purpose to have be- 



* Absolutissimiis de octo ora- 
tionis partium constructione li- 
bellus, emendatus perErasmum 
Rot. &c. cum Epist. prsefixis 
Coleti et Erasmi. Antw. apud 
Mart. Csesarem, 1530. 8vo. 

^ Joannes Coletus, decanus 
S. Pauli, Gulielmo Lilio ad di- 
vum Paulum liidi moderatori 
primario, S. D. Hand aliter 
mihi videor affectus in novam 
banc scholam nostram, Lili 
charissime; quam in unicum 
filium pater, in quern non solum 
gaudet universam suam sub- 
stantiam transfundere, verum 
etiam sua viscera (si liceat) cu- 
■pit impartiri. Namuthuicest 
parum genuisse, nisi eundem 
diligenti educatione ad bonam 
fhigem provexerit : ita meo 
animo non satis est, quod ludum 



bunc institui, boo est^ genui, 
quodque insumpto patrimonio 
universo vivus etiam ac super- 
stes solidam bsreditatem cessi, 
nisi modis omnibus dem ope- 
ram, ut piis moribus et bonis 
literis diligentereducatus, adma- 
turam frugem adolescat. Proin- 
de libelliim bunc de constiuc- 
tione octo partium orationis ad 
te mitto ; pusillum quidem, sed 
non pusillum utilitatis allatu- 
rum nostras pubi, si diligenter 
abs te fiierit traditus. Scis in 
praeceptis brevitatem placere 
Flacco, cujus sententiam etipse 
vehementer approbo. Porro si 
qua praeterea erunt digna cog- 
nitu, tuarum partium erit, ut in- 
cident in prsel^endis autoribus, 
adnotare. Bene vale. Domi 
nostrse, anno mdxtii. 
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^ gotten a son, unless by diligent education he raises 
*^ him up into^ good and useful man ; so to my own 
*^ mind it is by no means sufficient that I have 
'^ raised (f. e. begotten) this school, and have con^t 
" veyed my whole estate to it, (even during my own 
" life and health,) unless I likewise take all possible 
*' care to nurture it in good letters and Christian 
'' manners, and bring it on to some useful maturity 
" and perfection. For this reason, master, I send you 
" this small treatise of the Construction of the Eight 
" Parts of Speech ; small indeed in itself, but such 
^^ as will afford no small advantage to our scholars, 
" if you diligently teach and explain it. You know 
" Horace was pleased with brevity in the way of 
" teaching ; and I very much approve of his opinion 
" in that matter. If in the reading of the classic 
'^ authors any notable examples to these rules shall 
" oflTer themselv^, it will be your part to mark them 
" as they shall occur. Farewel. From my house. 

Dean Colet had such humble thoughts of his own 
performance upon this subject, that he charged Mr. 
I41ye to amend it and improve it, and then return it 
into his hands : and even when master Lilye had 
finished his emendations upon it, the dean would 
still have it brought, if possible, to a greater perfec- 
tion. So he sends the papers to the best critic in 
Biirope, Erasmus ; and importunes him to give the 
finishing strokes to it. Erasmus could not but com- 
ply» as he tells us, with such a friend, who might 
ask, and even command, any thing from him : and 
^ter he had engaged in it, he made so many amend- 
ments and alterations in it, that Lilye could not in 
modesty own it for his work ; nor could Erasmus, in 

1 S 
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justice, can it his own s. However it was published 
in 1515, by Erasmus, with an epistle, dated from 
Basil, 3. cal. Aug. giving an honourable account of 
the great concern that Mr. dean Colet had for his 
school, and how careful he was to make the book 
pass through several hands, that it might be the more 
correct and complete **. 



g Gerardus Noviomagus ge- 
nerosissimo principi Maximili- 
aao Buigundo, S. D. P. — 
taDdem forte fortuna pervenit 
ad manus meas libellus iste 
quem cernis, De constructione 
octo partium orationis, ci^us 
autorem magnum ilium Eras- 
mum facile credidissem^ nisi 
eloquentissimi theologi, JoaDois 
Coleti, epistolam in fronte prse- 
scriptam legissem. — Vale, e 
oollegio nostro, anno 15 14. cal. 
Aug. 

^ Erasmus Rot. candidis le- 
ctoribus salutem D. — Video 
passim exoriri mei nominis et 
quam ipse velim studiosiores, 
qui libros mihi asserunt, quos 
aut non scripsi, aut certe non in 
hoc scripsi, ut sederentur. ^di- 
derunt epigrammata a me qui- 
dem scripta (non inficior) sed 
non in hoc scripta. Ea (sicuti 
conjicio) famulus sufiuratus ty- 
pographis vendidit. Alius quis- 
piam ex pauculis paginis, iisque 
depravatissime scrip tis, velut ex 
opere sedito, dictu mirum, quam 
multa citet et inculcet de ra- 
tione conscribendarum episto- 
larum. Et, ut de caeteris minu- 
tioribus sileam, nuper hunc 
9€p\ cvyreitof libellum mihi 
veluti postliminio vindicarunt, 
primitus nuUius eeditum titulo. 
Qusrebat Joannes Coletus, the- 
ologus inter Anglos eximius. 



nov» Bchols suae de Construe- 
done libellum, qui simul et 00m- 
pendio pueris commendaretur, 
et perspicuitate. Eum ejus jitssu 
scripserat Gulielmus Liilius, vir 
utriusque literature baud rul- 
gariter peritus, et minis recte 
instituends pubis artifex. Abso- 
lutum ab illo mihi tradidit, 
imo obtrusit emendandum, 
quid enim facerem, cum vir 
ille rogandi finem non iaceret, 
tam amicus ut nefas esse duce- 
rem quicauam negare preeanti, 
tantae veft» authoritatis de me 
merltuSy ut suo jure .qmdvis 
etiam imperare posset Erasmo, 
Quoniam autem sic einendaram, 
ut pleraque mutarim: nam eo 
nihil videbam esse fieunlius : nee 
Lilius, nt est nimia qiiadam 
modestia prseditus, passus. est 
librum suo vulgaii nomine, nee 
ego judicavi mei candoris esse, 
usurpare mihi, in quo quicquam 
esset alienum. Proinde magno- 
pere sum interminatus cujusvis 
titulum, ascriberent modo ne 
meum. Itaque recusante utro- 
que, libellus dydwfMi prodiit, 
Coleti duntaxat prsefatiuncula 
commendatus, Quem quidem 
libellum in pnesentia neclauda- 
turus sum, ne cui videar arro- 
gandor, nee vituperaturus, ne 
parum candidus habear. Verum 
hsc praefari visum est, ne post- 
hac quisquam ut' meum - am- 
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Master Xiilye^s son George, in the elogy of his 
fether, ascribes the syntax to him ; and imputes it' 
to his modesty only, «that he would not assume a 
title to it, after he had submitted it to the correc- 
tions and amendments of Erasmus K 

Give me leave to observe by the way, that it re- 
dounds not a Uttle to the honour of this scho(^, that 
not only the Latin grammar is owing to the skill 
and care of the founder, and the first master of his 
school; but also the common Greek grammar, used 
throughout England, by the same authority as the 
Latm, was composed by the great Mr. Camden^ who 
had been a Paul's scholar ; and, as the author of his 
life says, it was in this school that he laid the foun- 
dation of that niceness and accuracy in the Latin 
and Greek tongues to which he afterwards arrived. 

It may not be amiss to remark also, that many of 
the examples in the Latin grammar pointed at the 
then juncture of public affairs; viz. the prosecution 
of Empson and Dudley in the beginning of Henry 
Vlllth's peign : as, Regum est tueri leges ; Re- 
fert omnium animadverti in malos. And this hu- 
mour was the reason, why in the following editions 

plectatur, quod ipse pre&tiun- et erudite explicans, sub Erasihi 

cala mihi non assero. Plus sa- nomine a librariis exceptus, cut 

tis erratorum et in lis quae pub- Lilius id operis recognoscendum 

licaDtur a nobis ut nemo alius paulo antea quam ederetur ob- 

sdat, quse vel non scripsimus, tulerat. Nee enim postea li« 

yel Don emendavimus. Bene ^bellum^ quern alterius judicii 

▼ale, lector amice. Basilese, iii. censurs submiserat, modestus 

I^endas August!, mdxy. [Prse- ingenii sui eestimator suo ipsius 

&tio libelli De octo orationis nomine in publicum prodire yo- 

partium constructione, Erasmo luit. [G. Lilii Elogia quorun^ 

^terdamo autore. Lovanii, dam Anglorum, 8va. p. 89.] 

"Dxxiii. mense Octobri, Svo.] J Dr. Smith in the life of 

'Extatejus (Lilii) S^ntaxis Camden, prefixed to Bishop 

inscnptione libellus, Latmi ser- Gibson's edition of his Britan- 

naonis. construcdonem breviter oia. 
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of the S3mtax, there were examples accommodated 
to the respective years of the impressions : as, Andko 
regent Doroherniam prqfici^i ; Imperator meruit, 
sub rege\ &c. There were likewise in that edition 
of Erasmus several examples referring to dean Co- 
let : as, Vixit Romte^ studiit Oxonii^ uattis est Lan- 
diniy discessit LondinOy &c. 

Ajfter the Syntax was published, William Litye 
(at the suggestion no doubt of Dr. Colet, and with the 
approbation at least of Erasmus) drew up short rules 
for distinguishing the genders of nouns, called from 
the first words Propria qu€B marihus ; and likewise 
for the inflection of verbs, and indication (rf their jwe- 
terperfect tense and supines, called As in prsssenii ; 
making the rules more compendious, and the lines 
smoother, than had been in any of the former gram- 
matical systems with which the schools abounded ^ 

It is the opinion of Mr. Wood ™, that the fest 
printed grammar in England was that by ooe John 
Holt of Magdalen college, and usher of Magdalen 
school in Oxford, entituled, Lac Puerorumy &c. 
printed about the year 1497, and dedicated to Mor- 
ton, archbishop of Canterbury: which grammar 



^ Many, says Fuller, were 
the editions of this grammar ; 
the first set forth anno 15 13, 
when PauPs school was found- 
ed, as appears by that instance. 
Meruit sub rege in Gallia, relat- 
ing to Maximilian, the German 
emperor, who,i;hen at the siege 
of Therovenne in Flanders, 
fought under the banner of 
Henry VIII. taking an hundred 
crowns a day for his pay. An- 
other edition, anno 1520, when 
Audito rege Doroherniam prqfi- 
ciscif refers to the king's speedy 



journey into Canterbury, there to 
give entertainment to Charles V. 
emperor, lately landed at Dover. 
[Fuller 8 Ch. Hist. p. 168.] 

1 — Scripsit et ad inutflem 
grammaticarum pneceptfonuffl 
congeriem abolendam, paucts 
exametris versibus, de lAtino- 
rum nominum verborumque 
generibus opusculum, nidibus 
adhuc ingeniis maturandis ac^ 
commodatum. [Geo. liilii En- 
comia quorundam Anglorum, 
8vo. p. 90.] 

™ Wood's AthenfleOxon. vol i. 
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(printed abo with the works of John Stanbridge) 
being the first of note, or most fit for use that 
was ever printed in England, was much used and 
taken into the hands of all sorts of scholars. And 
one Holt, who was master to su- Thomas More, 
did publish an Accidence and Grammar about the 
^ame time that Lmc Puerarum was made extant. 
Aft^ the grammar of John Holt of Magdalen col- 
lege aforesaid, John Stanbridge, and his scholar 
Robert Whittington, with others, put forth divers 
treatises of grammar". 

William Lilje, before the dean had made choice 
of Idm. for his school, taught a private school in 
London ; and had shewn an excellent vein in Latin 
poetry, by celebrating the arrival and reception of 
Philip, king of Castile, and his qUeen, cast upon the 
coasts of C!omwall, in their passage from Flanders to 
Spam "" ; wherein some particular circumstances are 
haadsomdy descanted on. And again, when in 
June 1622, Charles the Vth, emperor of Germany, 
was here in England, nobly entertained by Henry 
VIIL at their solemn procession through the city 
of London, master Lilye caused a v^^T elegant 

° Robert. Whittingtoni Gram, ex eodem turbine sublata ex 
haL et Anglic. 4to. Lond. apud Paulini templi fastigio snea 
Wyn de Worde, 15^6. magni ponderis aquila, quae fa- 
Idem de octo partibus Ora- cili motu gpirantiuni ventorum 
tionis, 4to. per Pynson^ 152 1. regiones indicare solet, ad ta- 
NoBTH. bemam librarian! proximam in 
° — Sed et in carmine- mire depictee aquilae tabulam impe- 
&elix atque candidus, Philippi teret, quo veluti prodigio, Jam 
Maximiliani Cssaris filium vi tum non sine divini numinis 
tempestatis, dum ex Flandria potentia, ex tam gravi naufragio 
Hbpaniam peteret, disjecta Philippo re^, qui pro insigne 
clAsse,mComubicilittorispor- aquilam gerebat, optatam in 
^ appulsum, elegantissimis Britannia salutem contigisse oS' 
aliquot venibuscelebraYit»quum tendit. [G. LUii Encomia, &c.] 
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panegyric upon the emperor in verse p ; and an ora- 
tion in prose, composed by himself, to be publicly re« 
cited before him by one of his scholars^. 

Having before mentioned how well received Mr. 
Lilye's pains were, as to that share he bore in the 
common Latin grammar, we will now remember Ih*. 
Linacer, who, about the same time, was engaged in 
a woi^ of the same nature, which afterwards he im- 
proved, and puUished under this title, De emen^UUa 
Structura Latini Semumisy libri ii. &c. 

Though this most accurate commentary was pro- 
bably printed with a respect to Paul's school^ Lina- 
cer being encouraged thereto by dean Colet; and 
though the book has since met with great applause, 
and had several editions abroad, and has been had in 
the highest reputation as a classic, with several an- 
notations on it ; yet Dr. Colet approved better of his 
own more familiar introduction, as a more plain and 
inteUigible one, whereas this other was very obscrae 
and prolix, too acute and copious, rather a guide to 
critics than an help to beginners. This Phil. Me- 
lanchton confessed in his epistle commendatory, that 
Linacer wo^ld be thought by many of the wiser 
readers to be a little too curious in the minutest mat- 



P Carolum item quintum Cae- 
sarem, ab Henrioo octavo rege 
magnificentissimo hospitio ex- 
ceptum, et celeberrimo specta- 
culorum apparatu Londini ur- 
bem intrantem, panegyrico car- 
mine, et luculenta oratione a 
puero in foro pronuntiata, lau- 
davit. [Ibidem.] 

^ It is somewhat strange that 
Mr. Wood, in the catalogue of 
W. Lilye's works, should neither 
specify his versions from the 
Greek and other epigrams, 



jointly made and published with 
those of -sir TIk>. More, nor 
his translation of an Italian 
book upon Dice-play into proper 
elegant English, made at the 
request of sir Thomas More. 
Vide Progymnasmata Tho. Mori 
et Gul. Lilii sodalium, Bas. 
1518. 4to. [See new edition by 
Dr. Bliss, vol. i. col. 32.] 

'See App. to Dr. Friend's 
History of Physic> vol. ii. h. viiL 
Lewis, 
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ters : and therefore, though be encouraged. a new im- 
pression of this grammar, and earnestly importuned 
the masters in Germany to receive it into their schools ;■ 
yet he intimated, it was tok) hard for beginners'. 

Mr. Wood affirms, that Linacer's six books were 
originally made for the use of the lady Mary, the 
king^s daughter ; nustaking this work for what he 
h^ before mentioned, The Rudiments of Grammar, 
{Lond. in iedibus PynsonianiSj) turned into Latin 
by George Buchanan, a Scot^ and printed at Paris 
16S3. and 1550, in octavo ; which book hath ever 
since been the cynosura to grammarians explained. 
But this book was only an amendment of some former 
tracts, made plainer and easier for the use of the said 
princess ^ The original is very scarce : yet from the 



'Phil. Melanthon adolescen- 
dGulielmo Rifenstein Guliel- 
mi fiiio. Adlatus est hue Lina- 
crl viri doctissimi liber de Syn- 
taxi Ladni sermonts, quern Qum 
stadm avide percurrissemjudi- 
ca?i magnOpere profiiturum esse 
studiosis ad emendate et vere 
Latine loquendum^ et ad recte 
judicaodum de phrasi, et onrni- 
bus figuris Latini sermonis — 
mihi quidem nullum videtur in 
hoc genere scriptum extare per- 
fectius — Linacer ubique recitat 
exempla prudenter electa ex op- 
timisautoribus^ et interdum ali- 
quam subtilem interpretationem 
^dit; neque hoc facit immo«- 
dice, aut intempestive, sed ele-. 
^t gusmodi tc%voXo7/<9K) quffi 
judicium lectoris acuunt. Quare 
^e optarim eum in scholis 
^ttsari, ac legi ; et si quid mihi 
tribuunt isti qui praesunt liidis 
literariis, adbortor eos, ut dent 
operam ut hie libellus studiosis 
familiaris fiat. Witeb. raense 



Feb. anno 153 1. 

^ lUustrissimsB Manse, inric- 
tiss. Anglise, Franciseque regis, 
ac fidei defensoris^ filise, Comu* 
bisB ac Wallise principi, Thomas 
Linacrus medicus cum omni 
observantia, S. D. 

Quum tibi> illustrissima Ma- 
ria, datus ab invictissimo r^e 
patre tuo, pro tua sanitate tu- 
enda, sim comes, nee id minis- 
terium obire per valetudinem U- 
cuerit, cogitavi mecum, quanam 
alia ratione tibi esse usui potis- 
simum possem : itaque cemens 
in te, prseter indolem quandam 
ad omne virtutum genus, qiise 
eminere in muliere possunt in- 
credibilem, nunc quoque foeli- 
cissimi ingenii tui ad studia li« 
terarum generosum impetum; 
hunc mihi quam maxime prb 
mea virili juvandum favenduni- 
que censui; vel intermissi diu 
officii mei sarciendi, vel literato- 
mm omnium causa; quibus ipsa 
in Uteris proficiens maximo pro- 
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translation of it into Latin hj George Buchanan^ 
for the use of his noble pupil Gilbert Kennedy, earl 
of Cassils^; it appears to be little more than the 
present Accidence taught in schools, and still retain- 
ing that title of The Rudiments of Grammar : for it 
begins with the eight parts of speedi ; makes five 
declensions, and gives the same examples to four of 
them ; and so the four conjugations are specified in 
amo, doceoy lego^ audio, &c. as in Colet's Rudi- 
ments. But these rudiments of grammar, as adjusted 
to the use of the lady Mary, Were not so plain and 
perfect as might have been desired: for this must 
be the reason why her mother, queaa Katharine, soon 
after employed Ludovicus Vives to draw up some &- 
miliar instructions, to direct her daughter in the 
study of the Latin tongue: which he did accord- 



culdubio fiitura es turn oma- 
mento turn adjumento. Acci- 
pies igitur ea vultus serenitate 
qua reliqua soles, haec rudimenta, 
quee alias Anglis tuis per me 
edita nunc in siimmam quam 
potui redegi claritatem. Non 
potest (fateor) nisi rude esse 
munus, sicuti ipso nomine pree 
se fert. Sed si aptum tibi prind- 
pium, ad majora discenda erit, 
vel opportunitate sua, principii 
gratiamquod (juxtaproverbium) 
plus est quam dimidium ; licet 
totaih nee mereatur, nee speret, 
tamen nee ea in totum, ut spero, 
desUtuetur. Diu viras Anglo- 
rum deliciae et decus. 

" Rudimenta Grammatices 
ThomfB Linacri, ex Anglico ser- 
mone in Latinum versa, Geor- 
gio Buchanano Scoto Inter* 
prete. Seb. Gryphius excude- 
bat Lugduni, anno 1541. 8vOi 

^ Summse spei et indolis a- 



dolescenti, Gilberto Kennedo, 
comiti Cassil. Georg. Buchana- 
nus, S. D. Cum superiore anno 
tibi cursim^ et memorue confir- 
mandse causa, haec Linacri Ru- 
dimenta praelegerem, placuit 
mihi supra modum in eo viro, 
etiam in rebus minimis, citra 
curiositatem ezacta diligentiael 
ordinis lux, quanta in tam con- 
fusa rerum congerie eaae potest, 
ut quaedam (ut reor) sani ju- 
dicii lectoribus in ai^gumento 
vulgato non ingrata futura no- 
vitas. Quare visum est mihi, 
tum ob hffic, turn ob alia multa, 
opene pretium futurum, si eum 
libellum e vemaculo Anglorum 
sermone, quo primum ab autore 
est editus, in Latinum verterem 
doctos omnes et humani- 
tatis studiosos appdilo, quibus 
Linacer (nisi falk>r) in mi^ori 
opere satis&ciet. 
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ingly^ and dedicated that essay to the queen S as 
written by her command; supplying in many places 
the Obscurities and oiftissions of former gramma- 
riflns% with a great deference to the prec^tor of the 
young princess, D.Tho. Linacer ; recmmnending his 
Rudiments, and the grammar commonly ascribed to 
Erasmus : Compendium Crrammaticte T^omte lA- 
nacrif et libellus de Canstructione, qui inrcumfer- 
tur Erasmi nomine. 

That Linacer resented much Dr. Colet's refusing 
to adndt those his lucubrations into Paul's school, 
(to which he seemed to have an eye in the ccmiposing 
of them,) Colet was very sensible ; and that he had 
incurred his displeasure. But Erasmus interposed, 
to soften the matter, and reconcile them ^. And it 



y Ludovicus Vires de Rataone 
Studii puerilis, 8vo. 

' Jo. Ludovicus Vives domi- 
B» Cathariiifle, regins Anglie, 
patronae unicae S. Jussisti ut bre- 
?em aliquam rationem conscri- 
berem, qua in Maria filia tua in- 
sUtueoda prseceptor ejus uti pos- 
set Parui iibeos tibi» cui ia 
rebus multo ni^joribus obsequi 
vellein^ si possem. Et quoniam 
institutorem Uli doctum in pri- 
mis hominem, ac probuni, ut 
par erat, delegisd^ res velut di- 
gito indicasaefui CQntentus; ille 
leliqua explicabit. Quae tamen 
aut obscure tradita, aut pneter- 
missa a scriptoribus artis gram- 
maticae putavi, ea paulo pluri- 
busconsignavi verbis. Christum 
precor, ut hsec docendi ratio et 
ad eruditionem et ad virtutem 
filiam tuam impense juvet. 
Vale; et bunc raeum animum 
addictiss. majestati tuee scito. 
Oxoniae. Non. Octob. mdxxiii. 



• <- Quaproijter eg. oun, tjr- 

pographis nostns, ut quam pn- 
mum excuderent, et passim in 
omnibus soholis haram r^o* 
num spai^gerent. Nunc veto 
etiam nos qui praesunt scholis 
duxi adhortandos esse, ut hunc 
librum adolescentibus propo- 
nant, et prsdiegant; sed ita, A 
prius vulgares r^;ulas brevi 
compendio tradidermt; ad has 
postea velim accedere hunc li«- 
bellum, qui quasi exsedificatio 
est doctrinae de constructione. 

^ — De Linacro cave, ne cui 
temere credas : nam ego certis 
argumentis habeo comp^tum, 
ilium observantissimo in te esse 
animo : at de rejecta mmma- 
tica non magnopere laborare^ 
quamquam id est hominum iu- 
genium, ut suis quisque scriptis 
ceu psu'entes filiis impensus fa- 
veant; quod siquid etiam ea 
res hominem movet, tuae dexte- 
ritatis erit dissimulare, neque 
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being certain, that Linacer was very laborious in his 
grammatical studies, and was forming aod revising 
these tracts twenty years together, in the midst of 
his practice of physic, and his philosophical and msu 
thematical studies ; it is very likely that Erasmus 
must mean him, when, drawing his character and 
circumstances, without a name, he makes him a 
drudge, during life, at the eight parts of speech ^. 

To shew the many good offices that Erasmus did 
for St. Paul's school upon the request of the founder: 
Dr. Colet employed this his Mend's vein of Latin 
poetry for the service and honour of the said school; 
which being under the patronage, (not of the boy- 
bishop, St. Nicholas,) according to the common 
superstition of that age ^, nor of any other saint nor 
angel, but of the child Jesus ; it seems to have been 
the founder's first request, to have an inscription that 
should signify the choice and preference of that divine 
protector and governor of the school. This Erasmus 
drew up in Iambic verse®; and it seems to have 



refricare earn cicatricem ; vul- 
tuque et consuetudinis alaerita- 
te magis quam accusatione, prse- 
cipue per alios facta, revocare. 
Hoc pacto, si quid illi dolet, 
tempore sensim evanescet. Sed 
ne ego egregie inipudens, qui 
hsec tibi ; hoc est sus Minervse 
— ' — [Erasm. Ep. Jo. Coleto.] 
*= Novi quendam voKintxy^a- 
Toy Graecum, Latinum, mathe- 
maticum, philosophuin, medi- 
CUm, KOI raSra PaaiTuKw, jam 

sexagenarium ; qui cseteris re- 



bus omissis, annis plus viginti 
se torquet, ac discructat, in 
grammatica ; prorsus felicem se 
fore ratuSj si tam diu se liceat 
vivere, dolnec certo statuat, quo- 
modo distinguendae sint octo 
partes orationis, quod hactenus 
nenio Grsscorum aut Latinorum 
ad plenum prsestare yaluit. 
[Morise Encomium, edit. Beati 
Rhenani, Bas. 1522. p. 253.] 

d See Mr. Strype's Ecclesi- 
astical Memorials, vol. iii. p. 
206. 



• Carmen lambicum. 

Non invenusto antiquitas senigmate 
Studii magistram, virginem 
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been hung up in the pra^cholUm, together with a 
Sapphic ode, imploring the divine aid and success to 

flnxit Minervam ; ac litterarum pneaides 

Fiiuit Camaenas virgines. 

Nunc ipse virgo matre natus virgioe 

Praesideo virgineo gregi ; 

£t sospitator hujus et custos schols. 

Adsunt minbtri virgines, 

Pueros meos mecum tuentes angeli. 

Mihi grata ubique puritas, 

Decetque studia litterarum puritas. 

Procul ergo sacro a limine 

Morum arceant mihi literatores luem ; 

Nihil hue recipiant barbanim : 

Procul arceant illiteratas literas ; 

Nee regna poUuant mea. 

Sappfucum Carmen. 

Coeperit faustis avibus, precamur. 
Semper augescens meliore fato. 
Hie novae sudor lioyus officins, 

Auspice Iksu. 

Hie rudis (tanquam nova testa) pubes 

Literas Graias, simul et Latinas, 

£t fidem sacram, tenerisque Christum 

Combibet annis. 

Quid fuit laeta sobolem dedisse 
Corporis forma, nisi mens et ipsa 
Bite fingatur, studiisque castis 

Culta nitescat ? 

Stirpe ab hac sensim nova pullulabit 
Civium proles, pietate juxta ac 
Literis pollens, breviterque regno 

Digna Britanno. 

Ludus hie sylvae pariet futurae 
Semina ; hinc dives nemus undequaque 
Densiiis suigens decorabit Angium 

Latins orbem. 

Carmen Phalecium. 

' Sedes haec puero sacra est Ibsu, 
Formandis pueris dicata ; quare 
Edico, procul hinc fiusescat, aut qui 
Spurcis moribus, aut inerudita 
Ludum hunc inquinet eruditione. 

Aliud. 
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this new foundation, and expressing the design of it 
to be for the institution of boys in the Greek and 
Latin tongues, and in the principles of religion ; as 
also wishing and portending, that from this semi- 
nary should proceed, for generations to come, citi* 
zens' sons so weU instructed in piety and learning, as 
to be worthy of their English birth, and successive 
ornaments of this church and nation. 

At the upper end of the school was the image of 
the child Jesus, (before mentioned,) and Erasmus 
composed this distich which was put under it : 

Disciie me primunij pueriy atque effingite puris 
Moribus ; inde pias addite litemlaa. 

When these little compositions were done for the 
ornament of the school, (together with an inscription 
that seemed to be designed for the bottom of the 
school, as a sort of comment upon Disce aut discede^ 
now painted upon the windows ; as also a tetrastic, 
recommending the example of the child Jesus, as 
the rule and original of wisdom and purity of life,) 
the dean had another task for Erasmus, which was 
to translate from the English the Institution of a 
Christian Man into Latin verse, briefly and plainly, 
for the easy apprehension and memory of the boys ; 
containing an exposition of the creed, the seven sa- 
craments, the love of God, the avoidance of sin, the 
seven deadly sins, the avoidance of ill company, a 
zeal for religion, the duty of prayer, of temperance 

AUud, 

Quin hunc ad puerum pueri coacurritifi oniaes ? 

Unus hie est vitae regula foDsque pie. 
Hunc qui non sapiat, hujus sapieotia stulta est : 

Absque hoc vita kominis mors (mibi cre4e) oaeln est. 
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h) eating and drhikii]^, of fiEistihg, paiity of hearty 
cleanness of liaads» restitution of any thing acei- 
dentally found, the love of our neighbour, receiving 
the sacrament of our Lord's body, a bed of sickness, 
die hour o£ death ; with a concluding sentence. Do 
this, and liee^ This was to be the school catechism, 
or mstruction for children, under the then common 
heads of religion, as Colet himself had published 
them in En^sh, in his Paul's Accidence, or First 
Rudiments of Grammar. I know not whether it 
hasi been observed, that the system of religion, in 
the beginning of the reformation, drawn up by the 
convocation, and approved by Henry VIII. was 
called the Institution of a Christian Man, from the 
title given of old to any little abridgment of the 
prmdj^es of Christian religion ; particularly to this 
done by Erasmus. This little book, with the sup- 
plement to it, which seemed designed for the use of 
Paul's school, is mentioned by Erasmus also in a 
letter to Gonell at Cambridge, some time after: 
who tells him, that he would have sent it him, but 
that he has but one copy, and can get no one to 
transcribe it; complaining of the lazhiess of the 
English, that they will not work for money ^ 

In his own account of his writings he tells the 
world that these verses, containing the Rudiments 
or Institution of a Christian Man, were put into the 
plainest or most simple style, by command of Dr. 
Jrfm Colet, who at that time had founded a new 

^Eras. Rot. Galielmo Go- Britannos laboris iiiga, tantus 
nello, 8U0 S. D. — Cato> et amor otii, ut ne turn quidem 
^a quae adjecimas, jampridetn excitentur, quum spes dolosi af- 
absoluta sunt ; sed unicum no- fiilserit numnii — tiius adven- 
ts dtintaxat exemplar est, sen- tus erit gratissimus — [Epist. 
barum inopia — ^tanta est apud lib. 7. Ep. 38.] 
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grammar school, for the education of the London 
youth in Christian piety, no less than in good let* 
ters : '^ For," says he, ** that good man of singular 
'^ wisdom, seeing the sad and degenerate condition 
of that age, chose out the tender youth to work 
upon, that he might put, as it were, the new wine 
<' of Christ into new bottles ^." But more expressly 
doth he ascribe this little work to the de^n, in an 
epistle to John Naevius, master of the Lilian school 
at Lovain, and fixed to this book, saying, that Dr. 
John Colet had drawn it up in English ; ** a man," 
says he, ** whom the whole flourishing kingdom of 
England could hardly equal, or afford one other 
more pious, or more truly a disciple of Christ ;" 
and that he himself had put it into verse, not in an 
elaborate, but a plain humble way ^ : which epistle is 
the more worthy of notice, because not reprinted in 
any collection of his epistles. But though he calls 
this little collection a fiivolous trifle ; yet it is plain. 



t( 
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g — ^ditum est carmen 
Rudimenta complectens Homi- 
nis Christiani. Id scriptum est 
stilo simplicissimo : sic enim 
jussit Joannes Coletus^ qui 
turn magnis irapendiis novum 
ludum literarium instituerit, in 
quo non minus in pietate, quam 
in doctrina, volebat institui for- 
marique pueritiam: vir enira 
singulari prudentia praeditus^ 
videns seculum suum deplora- 
tissimum, teneram aetatem de- 
legit, ut novum Christi vinum 
novis utribus committeret. [E- 
rasmi Catalog. Lucubrat. praefix. 
Operum tom. i. ed. Bas. 1540.] 

** Erasmus Rot. M. Joanni 
Nevio Hendiscolano Liliano- 
rum, apud inclytum Lovanium, 



Gymnisiarchae, S. D. P. IMsti- 
cha Moraiia, vulgo Catonis in- 
scripta titulo, Nevi theologorum 
decus, primum diligenter a men- 
dis repurgavimus — adjecimus 
his mimos publicanos, &lso in- 
scriptos Senecs Proverbia — 
Addidimus et Septem Sapira- 
tum celebria Dicta ; et Hominis 
Christiani Institutum* quod nos 
carmine dilucido magis quam 
elaborato sumus interpretati, 
conscriptum antea sermone Bri- 
tannico, a Joanne Coleto, quo 
viro non alium habet, mea qui- 
dem sententia, florentissimum 
Anglorum imperium, vel magis 
pium, vel qui Christum verius 
sapiat. Bene vale. 15 14. kal. 
Aug. 
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that this great man valued himself upon it, since the 
dedgn of ii was to do good to children, and to laj a 
sure foundation of morality in their minds '. 

We have a late instance of the like humble con^ 
descension in the head of a hall ^ at Oxford ; a very 
worthy and noted man, who not only published the 
Guardi^s Instruction for Youth, but (even latterly) 
a Hornbook (or A, B. C.) for. children. 

Another excellent composition of Erasmus, for the 
use of the Paul's scholars, was an oration in praise of 
the child Jesus, (which was spoken publicly in the 
school, by one of the scholars, at the solemn time of 
visiting the school,) in an admirable strain of Chris- 
tian eloquence recommending the exmnple of Jesus in 
his childhood, and exhorting the schoolfellows to 
follow his steps in all piety and virtue. This has 
been frequently published under the title of Cando 
*de puero Jesu^ pranundata a puero in sehola 
Cdetica nuper instituta Londini. To which (no 
doubt at the like desire of dean Colet) were added 
two short prayers for the daily use of every scholar ; 
one for docility^, or aptness and application to 



* Erasmus Budso -^ mihi 
coidi est in hujosmodi frivolis 
plnlosophari, in quibus et mi- 
nus video nugacitatis, et ali- 
quauto plus fructus quam in 
magni^is iilis, ut ipsis vide- 
tur, argumentis. Deniqne qui 
uniim hoc spectat, non ut sese 
ostentet, sed ut prosit, huic non 
perinde refert, in quam splen- 
(Hdis versetur, atqui in quam 
utilibus. Non refugiam etiam 
illo contemptissimo latrunculo 
contemptiora, modo> sensero ad 
provebenda bona studia condu- 
cere. Non haec scribuntur Per- 



siis ac Laeliis; pueris et cras- 
sulis scribtintur. 

Joannes Watsonus Erasno. 
S. D. -*- Incidi ante paucos dies 
in Catonem minorera, quern 
comraentariolis elucidasti ; in 
quibus non crederes quantum 
me oblectarim, admirans tarn 
dulcem et uberem frugem, in 
tam modica gleba. 

^ Mr. Stephen Penton, prin- 
cipal of St. Edmund hall, Oxon. 

* Precatio PuerUis pro Doci- 
litate. 

Audi preces meas, eetema 
Patris Sapientia^ Domine Jesu ; 
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learning; the other, for a blessing on his parents™: 
both which forms have nothing but plain Christiaii 
piety; savouring not the least of popery, or the 
common superstition. 

I might here further mention some other short 
forms of prayer, drawn up by this great man : as 
also his exposition of the Lord's Prayer ; which was 
not only done at the request of the dean, but after a 
model and example given by him, that had the ho- 
nour to be inserted into one of the public offices of 
the church ; for in the collection of prayers, &c. en- 
titled, Horce heatce Maria Virginia ad usum 
Sarum^ cum multis Orationibus ad longum^ 8vo. 
toward the end is put a paraphrase by Dr. Colet, on 
the Lord's Prayer in English ", which you may see 
in the Appendix. 

It is observable, that in all the forms of devotion 
composed by Erasmus, there are but two prayers of 



qui tenerse eetati docilitatis 
commodum addidisti : adde, 
quseso, ad naturae propensionem 
auxiliutn gratise tuae, ut literas 
ac liberales disciplinas citius 
perdiscam, sed tuae glorise ser- 
vituras ; quarum adminiculis 
ac^uta mens mea plenius asse- 
quatur cognitionein tui^ queni 
nosse felicitatis humans sum- 
ma est : utque ad tuee sanctis- 
simse pueritiae exemplum indies 
proficiam aetate^ sapientia, et 
gratia apud Deum, et apud ho- 
mines ; qui vivis et regnas in 
consortio Patris et Spiritus 
Sancti, in aetema secula. Amen. 

^ Precatio pro Parentibus. 

Domine Deus, qui nos secun- 
dum te phirimum honoris pa- 
rentibus nostris habere voluisti. 



nee inter officia pietatis mini- 
mum est pro parentum incolu- 
mitate tuam bonitatem inter- 
pellare ; serva, qusesumus, pa- 
rentes meos cum omni familia; 
prinium in tuae religionisamore, 
deinde tutos a corporis et ani- 
mi ' perturbatiooe. Mihi vero 
praesta, ne quid illis ex me mo- 
les tiarum accedat; denique ut 
ego ilios, illi te propitium habe- 
ant, qui supremus es omnium 
Pater. Amen. 

° Mr. Wood reciting tfa» 
works of Dr. Col^, puts down 
Comment, in Precationem Do- 
minkam: et Com. ^ Sf^bolum 
Ftdei ; and says, the first of these 
two last is translated into Eng- 
lish. 
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invocation to the \^gin Mary ?; and they were 
made by him when he was very young : and he con- 
fesses in effect, it was rather his fancy to please a 
lady than his own judgment. But though made 
long before the foundation of Paul's school, they 
were never recommended to the boys; nor indeed 
any thing else of foppery or popish superstition ; so 
that considering the original constitution of it, it 
might be called the first Protestant school before the 
reforniation. 

To say the truth. Popery at that time was the ap- 
parent issue of ignorance and interest ; and where 
people were got above the obstructions of the one, 
and the impulse of the other, they were so far turned 
bac^ to a primitive Christianity, the restoring 
whereof must of necessity end in a reformation : and 
this was liow beginning in the discerning minds of 
Colet and Erasmus, and many other private men of 
sense and integrity, long before it could make its 
way to be established by public authority. 

When dean Colet had obtained from Erasmus so 
many good essays, both in poetry and prose, towards 
directing and securing the principles and morals of 
the boys ; his next care was to procure some gram- 
matical and critical performances, to lead and assist 
the boys in classic authors, and the literature con- 
tained in them. So walking one day in his garden 
with Erasmus, and hearing him mention his pains in 

*' — Adjec^ramus . epistolam juvenili, et ad lUius afiectum 

parsaneticam ad Adolphuin prin- accommodato, piotius quam ad 

cipem Veriensem, turn admo- meura judicium. Post unam 

dum poerutn : prssterea duas addidi ad Jesum magts ex animo 

precatioQe$ ad virginem ma- meo. ' [Erasmi Catalog. Lucu- 

Uem, in gratiam matris illius brationum, torn. i. 1540.] 
Aadk DominsB Verianee, stilo 

K 2 
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drawing up two books, De Copia Verhomm ac Be- 
rum, to form the style and help the inventioii of 
young scholars ; Colet asked him to dedicate that 
new work to his new school of Paul's. No, says 
Erasmus, your school is too poor and bare, I must 
have a patron of some ready money; and he telliiig 
him the charge he had been at in books and papers, 
and transcribers for that purpose; the dean an- 
swered, that he could not afford a just reward for 
those labours, but he would willingly give him fif- 
teen angels; upon whose repeating the promise, 
Erasmus did at last accept it. But some time pass- 
ing between that promise and the impression of the 
book, the dean had forgot it ; so that Erasmus was 
forced to refresh his memory by a jocose letter about 
it : to which the dean's answer was very serious and 
grave ^ ; that he was indeed indebted to him, for he 



y Erasmus Rot. Coleto uoico 
patrono suo. Ad epistolamjoco 
scriptam respondes serio. Non 
decebat fortasse cum tanto pa- 
trono jocari. Sed tarn en mihi 
turn libebat cum amico tani 
singular! Atticis salibus ludere, 
magis humanitatis tuee memori, 
quam magnitudinis ; tuse faci- 
litatis erit nostram ineptiam 
boni consulere. Scribis me tibi 
debere, etiamsi nolim. Onmi- 
no, mi Colete, dunmi est, ut in- 
quit Seneca, debere cui nolis. 
At ego neminem novi mortalium 
cui libentius debeam, quam tibi. 
Et is semper in me fuit animus 
tuus, ut etiam si nihil accessis- 
set ofliciorum, tamen debiturus 
tibi plurimum fuerim : tantum 
autem accessit et officiorum et 
beneficioruni, ut si non agnos- 
cam, sim unus omnium ingra- 



tissimus. De tenuitate tua pror- 
sus et credo et doleo; sed mea 
tenuitas gravius me premens 
coegit, ut tuse tenuitati nego- 
tium facesserem. Quod quam 
fecerim invitus, vel hinc potes 
colligere, quod jam olim promis- 
sum tam sero petii. Excidisse 
tibi promissum baud miror, 
quippe homini tot occupato ne- 
gotiis. At in horto tuo cum in- 
cideret de Copia sermo, et indi- 
cassem mihi esse in animo, ut 
nuncuparem puerile opus prin- 
cipi nostro puero, rogabas ut 
novum opus novae schol$ tu« 
dicarem. Respondi subrideos, 
scholam tuam esse pauperculam, 
mihi opus esse qui aliquantulum 
daretin manum. Arridebas. De- 
inde cum multos titulos adduxis- 
sem sumptuum^ nonnihil conta- 
tus n^abas te posse suppeditftre> 
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owed his whole self to him ; but yet he did not re- 
member the promise charged upon him. However, 
Ids stock was now very low, by reason of his great 
charge about the school : and beside, he was now 
so oppressed with business, that he had not leisure 
to recollect himself. To t^ Erasmus replied, with 
acknowledgment of great obligations to him, and 
some apology for challenging a promise from him ; 
reminding him how and where the promise was 
really made, and insisting, as decently as he could, 
upon the discharge of it, which he could not call a 
debt, but a seasonable bounty to him. He intimates 
that some of the dean's friends thought him a little 
too sparing ; which if a fault, was not owing to any 
tenacious avarice, but to his modesty : he not being 
aUe to d^iy some confident petitioners, and so the 



quantum mete res postularent ; 
veram quindecim Angelatos lu** 
bcDter daturum. Idque quum 
dacri vultu repeter^, rogabam 
num satis esse yideretur ? Re- 
spondebas etiam alacrius, hoc 
oerte te libenter impensurum. 
Turn ego et ipse, inquam^ li* 
benter acdpiam. Ex bac com- 
memoratione fortasse res redi- 
bit in memoriam tuam. Pos- 
sem et aliis ar^mentis ad- 
struere, nisi tu mihi tua sponte 
jam fidem haberes. Sunt om« 
nino quidani, iique amid, (nam 
cum inimicis nihil mihi com* 
mercii est, nee eorum dicta piii 
£eK:io) qui te duriusculum prae* 
dicenty et in distribuenda pe- 
cunia diligentiorem : idque non 
accidere (sic enim illis appro- 
bantibus interpretabar) vitio 
tenacitatis; sed quod improbe 
instantibus et urgentibus ne* 



gare non posses, ob ingenii ve- 
recundiam, in amicos non mo- 
lestos, minus esse profiisum, 
quandoquidem utrisque non 
posses saUsfacere. Nee tamen 
hsec res ad me pertinet, qui 
quanquam non sim admodum 
improbusac molestus flagitator, 
tamen te semper benignissi- 
mum sum expertus. Non igi- 
tur hoc accepi a tuis obtrectato- 
ribus, sed ab iis qui tibi ex 
animo bene volunt. Quorum 
tamen sententis nee aocedo, 
nee refragor, nisi quod tuam in 
me benignitatem singularem 
agnosco. Si reliquum promissi 
non gravaberis dare, equidem, 
ut nunc res meae sunt, aoci- 
piam, non uti debitum, sed uti 
beneficium, relaturus si qua 
possim, certe gratiam habiturus. 
[ErasmiEpist. edit. BaSi 152 1. 
p.49a.] 

K 3 
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more unable to gratify those who desenred b^ter of 
him. 

Dean Colet then comptied readily with the ex- 
pectation, of Erasmus; who therefore dedicated the 
said books De Capia, &c. to him, in the fcdlowing 
very eloquent epistle, dated from London, 3 cal. 
May, 1520. 

^ ^' I cannot but extremely commend, my dear Co- 



^ Des. Erasmus Rot. Joanni 
Coleto, decano Sancti Pauli a- 
pud Londinum, S. D. Non 
possum equidem non vehemen- 
ter laudare^ Colete, singularem 
istam vereque Christianam ani- 
mi tui pietatem, qui conatus 
tuos omnes, omnia vitse studia 
semper hue destiharis^ non ut 
tuisprivatim commodisconsule* 
res, sed uti patriae civibusque 
tuis quam plurimum prodesses. 
Neque minus admiror judicium 
tuum, qui duas praecipue res de- 
legeris, quibus id cumulatissime 
consequi posses. Videbas enim 
amplissimum charitatis fructum 
in eo situm esse, si quis assiduis 
concionibus sacraque doctrina 
Christum popularium suorum 
animis inserat : quo tu quidem 
in negociojam annos complu- 
res versaris, non dicam quanta 
cum laude (quam tu adeo non 
spectas, ut nee admittias) sed 
certe magno cum fructu. Quo 
nomine Paulus ille tuus, alio- 
qui modestissimus, subinde glo- 
riatur, ac sese sancta . quadam 
insolentia jactat. Deinde quod 
proximum evistimabas, ludum 
literarium longe pulcherrimum 
ac niagnificentissimum institu- 
isti, ubi sub electissimis ac pro- 
batissimis praeceptoribus Bri- 
tannica pubes rudibus st^tim 



annis, simul et Christum, et 
optimas imbiberet literas; ni- 
mirum graviter intelligens, et 
in hac aetate velut herba, spem 
reipublicae positam esse, et 
quanti referat in omnem vitam, 
protinus ab incunabulis optimis 
imbui. Jam vero quis non ada- 
met etiam generosam istam 
animi tui celsitudinem, ac sane- 
tam (ut ita dixerim) superfoiam, 
qui ntrumque hoc in patriam 
ofEcium ita gratuitum ac sinoe- 
rum esse volueris, ut nee ex 
tot annorum laboriosissimis 
concionibus, vel teruncio fkctus 
sis ditior ; quumque tua semi- 
naris spiritualia, nullius linquam 
camalia messueris; et scholae 
sumptus, tam videlicet ingentes, 
ut satrapam quoque deterrere 
possent, solus omnes ferre ?o- 
lueris: et quum vulgus homi- 
num nulla in re libentius so* 
cium accersere soleat, tu pa- 
trimonium, tu censum nnifer- 
sum, ad hsec domesticam etiam 
supellectilem profiindere ma- 
luisti, quam ullum mortalem in 
istius glorisB partem admittere. 
Quaeso, quid istud est aliud 
quam in universos tuorum libe- 
ros, in universos cives animum 
plusquam patemum gerere? 
Teipsum spolias, ut ipsos locu- 
pletes ; te ipsum nudas, ut illoa 
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^^ let, your singular and truly Christian piety ; who 
" have hitherto directed all the endeavours and la- 
^1 boiirs of your Ufe, not to the seeking of your own 
'* private interest, but to the consulting the good of 
." your country, especially of your native dty. Nor 
" do I less admire your judgment, in choosing out 
''two of the most proper methods for the full at- 
'' tainment of these glorious ends. For you saw the 
'' greatest fruits of love and charity would arise from 
'' the pains of instilling into the minds of people 
'' the knowledge of Christ by constant sermons, and 
" a diligent teaching of the word of Grod : and there- 
''fore in this exercise you have now spent many 
" years ; I need not say with what praise and com- 
'' mendation, (for that you despise,) but I may say, 
'' with great profit to the hearers ; upon which duty 
" of preaching the gospel your own apostle St. Paul 
" (otherwise modest, and sparing enough of his own 
''liaises) did often boast, and in a manner pride 
^' himself. Then for a second effectual means of an- 
'' swering the same public ends, you have founded a 
^' very beautiful and magnificent school, where, un- 
^* der the choicest and best approved masters, the 
/' British yoath, in their tender years, might imbibe 



ornes : teipsum laboribus con- 
ficis, quo tua soboles vegeta sit 
in Christo. Breviter totum te 
impeodis, ut illos Christo lu- 
crifacias. Nimium profecto sit 
invidus, qui talia cooanti non 
impensissime faveat ; impius, 
<)ui reclamet et obstrepat ; hos- 
tis ^Dglise, qui non pro sua 
▼irili adjumenti aliquid con- 
ferre studeat. Ego sane non 
igaarus, et quantum Anglie de- 
^m pubUce, et quantopere 



tibi privatim sim obnoxius, 
officii mei sum arbitratus, lite- 
rarium aliquod munusculum in 
ornamentum scholse tuee con- 
ferre. Itaque duos hos meos 
de Copia commentarios nov» 
scholsB nuncupare visum est; 
opus videlicet quum aptum pue- 
ritias, turn non infrugiferum (ni 
fallor) futurum. Bene vale, 
Colete optime. Londini. anno 
lfDXu« III. cal. Maias. 
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«< the Christian religion and good letters ; as rightlj 

*< apprehending, that fhun that tender age, in bud 

^ and Uossom, the commonwealth might justly 

** hope and expect, in time, the fruit in proportion ; 

^ and that it would be an infinite advantage to man- 

<< kind in every stage of life, to be well instructed 

from their cradle. And in both these res^)ects, 

who would not love and admire that generous 

*< greatness of mind (I was going to say that holy 

^ pride) in you, that you paid both these regards to 

*^ your country in such sincere and disinterested a 

** manner ; that by so many elaborate sermons, in so 

long a course of years, you are not one farthing the 

richer; and though you sowed in such plenty 

your spiritual things, you reaped no man's carnal 

things ? And again, though the expenses of your 

*^ school were such an immense burden, that it 

might well have affrighted any noble peer, yet you 

took it all upon yourself; when the common sort of 

^^ mankind are well pleased to admit of any assistance 

^^ in such cases, you chose to spend your patrimony, 

" your whole revenue, your very furniture and house- 

*^ hold goods, rather than to admit any one soul to 

" be a partner in the glory of your an^le founda- 

" tion ^ What is this but to have a fatherly affec- 

" tion for aU your children, that is, for all your fel- 

" low citizens ? You become poor, to make them 

" rich ; naked, to clothe and adorn them ; by your 

*^ great labours, you well nigh destroy yourself, to 

" make them grow in Christ ; in a word, you spend 

" yourself, to gain them unto salvation. Surely he 

' It cost him 4500Z. (an im- 120Z. annual rent, which is 
mense sum in the tiipe he lived,) much increased since. [New- 
and besides he endowed it with GOurt*» Repertorium Loud.] 
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'^ must be very envious, who wffl not heartily favour 
" such good works ; and he must be notoriously im- 
*^ pious, who shall dare to speak against them. He 
^ is an enemy to England, who would not, accord- 
*^ ing to his power, help and promote them. For 
*^ my own part, I am not ignorant how much I am 
'^indebted to this kingdom in general, and how 
^* much to you my special friend : and therefore I 
^ thought it my duty to bestow some small literary 
^ present towards the beautifying and adorning 
*^ of your new school ; and to dedicate these com- 
^^ mentaries about the copiousness of words and 
'^ things to the use and benefit of your school at 
^^ Paul's ; a work befitting the wants of young leam- 
" ers, and such, I hope, as may be very serviceable 
^^ to them. Farewell, my best and most excellent 
** Colet, Lond. 1512, 8 kal. Mail.** 

This work, though the author designed it chiefly 
for the use of our school ; yet he elsewhere speaks c^ 
it with satisfaction, as what would be of a more ge- 
neral use ^ 

In the book itself', Erasmus adapts his examples 
to the honour of his English friends ; as particularly 
in varying this sentence. Semper dum vivam tui 
meminero, he makes the variation run wholly upon 



* Edidi opus De rerum ver- 
borumque Copia, quod inscripsi 
Coleto ntieo ; opus utilissimum 
concionaturis. [Eras. Epist. 
Servetio.] 

^ There was afterwards an 
edition with the commentaries 
of Hegendorphin, thus enti- 
tled, Des. Erasmi Rot. De Co- 
pia verborum ac rerum oom- 
Rientarii duo, postrema autoris 
cure recogniti locupletatique. 



Cum scholiis marginalibus Chri- 
stophori Hegendorphini, in qui- 
bus vir ilie quorundam studio- 
sorum ef&agitationibus victus» 
et exempla pleraque ab Erasmo 
adducta ex autoribus optimis 
quibusque deprompta ostendit, 
et loca authorum ab Erasmo 
non indicata diligenter indicat. 
Anno MDxxviii. mense Julio, 
Antwerpise in sedibus Michae- 
lis Hillenii, 8vo. 
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his remembrance of master Moore, and rings the 
changes upon it in near two hundred several ways of 
expression. 

This mention of sir Thomas Moore after the let- 
ter of Erasmus, which so highly commends the 
preaching of Dr. Colet, makes it not improper to 
observe, that sir Thomas Moore ", in his younger 



» Sir Thomas Moore, while 
a young man — He frequented 
sermons diligently, especially 
when those men preached who 
were most excellent for good 
life and spiritual direction; 
such as Dr. Colet was, the most 
famous dean of Paules, who, as 
Erasmus writeth> was wont 
every day to preach at Paules, 
besides many other sermons, 
which he made at the court 
and elsewhere, expounding in 
them either the Pater noster, 
the Apostles* Creed, the Ten 
Commandments, the Seven Sa- 
craments, or some other matter 
of necessary instruction, which 
he never left off until he had 
perfected the whole, that there- 
by every one might learn what 
they should believe, what to fol- 
low, and what to shunne ; and 
shewed the means how every 
Christian might come to perfec- 
tion in the sundry states of life. 
And his life did not disagree 
from his doctrine; for he ex- 
ercised himself much in all 
works of charity and mortifica- 
tion of his flesh. This was he 
that founded the goodly school 
of Paules, dedicating it to the 
little boy Jesus, as he was found 
disputing with the doctours at 
twelve years olde ; of which fa- 
mous act sir Thomas Moore, 



Mrriting to him, compareth it by 
a full antithesis to the horse oi 
Troy, out of which the Grecians 
issued to surprize the citye. In 
like manlier, saith he, out of 
this your school many have 
come that have subverted and 
overthrown all ignorance and 

rudeness Therefore he 

chose this worthy dean for his 
ghostlye father, for he was ac- 
counted one of the most skilful 
physicians for the soule that 
could be found amongst ten 
thousand. Him he committed 
himself unto, as to a safe guide 
of perfection in the dangerous 
passages of youtb ; that by his 
experience he might the more 
easily overcome the devil, the 
world, and his own flesh, by 
following his wholesome les- 
sons, to work the salvation of 
his soule, without any prejudice 
of his body. To him he was as 
obedient in ail spiritual a£&irs, 
as he was to his fiather in all 
dutifuU obligation, whereby he 
arrived to perfect obedience, 
one of the chiefest helps that a 
spiritual man can have to get 
heaven. And because everyone 
may see what afifection he bore 
to this man, his ghostly physi- 
, cian, I will set down here an 
excellent letter of sir Thomsis 
Moore to Dr. Colet. 
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years, was a great admirer and constant frequenter 
of the sermons and lectures of Dr. Colet ; and had so 
great a veneration for his sound preaching and good 
living, that he made him his confessor. In an ex- 
cellent epistle to him he complains of his staying too 
long in the country, and importunes his speedy re- 
turn to Stepney or Loiidon, th^t he might again en- 
joy the benefit of his edifying sermons ; reflecting on 
the ordinary preachers at Paul's Cross, as men of ill 
lives, who therefore could make no great impression 
upon their auditory. They were physicians that 
ought to be called upon to heal themselves ; and the 
people did not care to have their sores touched by 
those who they saw had need of healing themselves : 
in Colet only they had confidence ; of him they had 
experience ; he alone could cure them ; they would 
willingly all submit to whatever he prescribed, &c. 
This letter in the original Latin I shall subjoin to 
the English translation given long since by the au- 
thor of the Life and Death of sir Thomas Moore, 
4to.l642. 
* " As I was lately walking at Westminster, busy- 



^ Tho. Moras Joanni Coleto 
8U0, S. D. Ambulanti raihi du- 
dum in foro, et intra aliena ne- 
gotia ocianti, obtulit se puer 
tutts. Quem quaro primum in- 
tuerer, vehementer sum gavi- 
811S, turn quod hie ipse mihi 
semper charus extitit, turn prae- 
cipue quod arbitrabar eum non 
sine te venisse : at ubi ab illo 
didici te modo non rediisse, sed 
nee adhue diu reditunun ; diet 
non potest^ ex quanta Isetitia, 
in quantam moestitiam rejeetus 
sum. Quid enim mihi potest 
esse mol^stius, quam suavissima 



,consuetudine tua privari? cu- 
jus prudentissimo consilio frui, 
cujus jucundissimo conyictu 
reereari, eujus gravissimis con- 
cionibus^ excitari, cujus ex« 
emplis et vita promoveri, in 
cujus denique vultu ipso ac nu- 
tu solebam conquiescere. Ita- 
que ut his praesidiis vallatus 
aliquando me sensi roborari, 
ita eisdem destitutus, languore 
mihi ferme videor absolvi. £t 
quia tua semper vestigia se- 
cutus, jam pene ex ipsis orci 
faucibus emerseram, nunc rur- 
sum tanquam Euridice (con- 
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** ing myself about otber men's OBUses, I met hy 
^ chance your senrant ; at whose first sight I mar« 



traria tamen i^e; Euridice 
quidem, quod illam respexit 
Orpheus ; ego vero, quia tu me 
HOD respicis) in obscuras retro 
caliginea, nescio qua vi ac ne- 
cessitate, relabor. Nam in urbe 
quid est quod quenquam ad 
bene vivendum moveat, ac non 
potius suopte ingenio niteotem 
in arduum virtutb callem eva* 
dere mille machinamentis revo- 
cet, illecebris mille resorbeat? 
Quocunque te conferas, quid 
aliud quam bine fictus amor et 
blande adulatorum mellita vene- 
na circumsonant ? Hinc odia 
•eva et querulse lites ac forenses 
strepitus obmurmurant. Quo- 
cunque tuleris oculos, quid aliud 
videas, quam cupedinarios, ce- 
tarios, lanios, coquos, fartores, 
piscatores, aucupes, qui mate- 
riam ventri ministrant, ac mun- 
do et principi ejus diabolo? 
Tecta quinetiam ipsa^ nescio 
quo modo, bonam partem lucis 
eripiunt, nee coelum libere si- 
nunt intueri. Aerem itaque non 
ipt^eoyof ille circulus, sed do- 
morum culmen determinat. 
Quo eequior tibi sum, si mi- 
nime te adhuc ruris pceniteat; 
quippe ubi simplicem turbam 
rides, et urbics fraudis exper- 
tem; ubi quoquoversus oculos 
intendas, blanda telluris facies 
juvat, aeris grata reficit tempe- 
ries, ipse te coeli delectat aspec- 
tus. Nihil ibi vides nisi benigna 
naturae munera, et sancta quae- 
dam innocentiae vestigia. Nolo 
tamen his oblectationibus adeo 
capiaris, quin quam primum 
possis, ad nos revoles. Nam si 
tibi diisplicenturbis incommoda» 



at Stephani ruB (cujus etiam 
non minus debes esse sollid- 
tus) baud minora tibi commoda 
8uppeditabit» quam quod nunc 
incoiis : unde etiam in urbem 
(ubi magna tibi merendi mate- 
ria est) poles interdum, tan- 
quam in hospitium, divertere. 
' Nam run, quum sint homines 
ipsi per ae aut foe innocui, ant 
certe non adeo magnis sceleri- 
bus irretiti, cuj usque medici 
manus utilis esse poteaf; : at in 
urbe, tam propter ingeatem 
magnitudinem, tam ob inveteni^ 
tam morborum censuetudinem, 
medicus omnis fruatra, nisi pe- 
ritissimusy accesserit. Veniunt 
certe in D. Fbuli suggestum 
aliquando, qui sanitatem polli- 
centur : sed quum speciose per- 
orasse videntur, adeo vita cum 
verbis iitiffat, ut irritent potius 
quam mitigent. Non enim per- 
suadere possent hominibus, ut 
quum ipsi sunt omnium a^ro- 
tissimi, idonei credantur, qui- 
bus alienarum aegritudinum cura 
merito committatur. Itaque 
morbos suos, quum ab his 
tractari sentiunt, quos exul- 
ceratos vident, indignantur ili- 
cet, atque recalcitrant. At si 
(ut naturarum indagatores affir- 
mant) is demum medicus ad 
sanitatem appositus est, in quo 
aegrotus maximam habet spem ; 
quis dubitet quin te uno, ad cu- 
randam universam urbem, ne- 
mo possit esse salubrior? A 
quo quam aequo animo vulnera 
sua tractari patiantur, quantum 
confidant, quantum pareant ; et 
tute antehaec satis expertus es, 
et nunc apud omnea tui desi- 
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** veUously rejoiced, both because he hath been al- 
** ways dear unto me, as also especially for that I 
*^ thought he was not come to London without your- 
" self: but when I had learned of him, that you 
** were not come, nor yet minded to come of a long 
« while, it cannot be expressed how suddenly my 
** great joy was turned into as great sorrow and sad- 
^^ ness : for what can be more grievous unto me than 
** to be deprived of your most sweet conversation, 
" whose wholesome counsel I was wont to enjoy, 
"with whose delightsome. familiarity I was recre- 
" ated, by whose weighty sermons I have been often 
" stirred up to devotion, by whose life and example 
" I have been much amended in my own ; finally, 
" in whose face and countenance I was wont to rest 
" contented ? Wherefore, as I have found myself 
** greatly strengthened whilst I enjoyed these helps, 
" so now do I see myself much weakened, and 
" brought almost to nothing, being deprived of them 
" so long : for having heretofore, by following your 
" footsteps, almost escaped out of hell's mouth ; so 
" now, like another Euridice, (though in a contrary 
" manner, for she was lost there, because Orpheus 
" looked back upon her, but I am in the like dan- 
" ger, because you do not look upon me,) I fall back 



derium, atque incredibiHs quae- 
dam expectatiodeqlarat. Venias 
ergo tandem, mi Colete, vel 
Stephani tui gratia, qui baud 
secus diuturnam tui gemit ab- 
seotiam, quam infaotuli matris ; 
Tel patriae tuae causa, cujus 
baud minor tibi cura esse de- 
bet, quam parentum. Postremo 
(quamquam boc minimum ait 
reducendi tui momentum) mei 
te respectus commoveat, qui 



me tibi totum dedidi, et in ad- 
irentum tuum solicitus pendeo. 
Interea cum Grocino, Linacro, 
et Lilio nostro tempus transi- 
gam ; altero (ut tu scis) solo, 
dum tu abes, vitae meae mag^s- 
tro; altero, studiorum prae- 
ceptore ; tertio,cbarissimo rerum 
mearum socio. Vale ; et nos^ 
utfacis, ama. Londini, lo caU 
Novembris. [StapletondeTribus 
Tbomis. Op. tora.iv. p«992.] 
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« again, by a certain violence and necessity, into 
** that obscure darkness I was in before. For what, 
I pray you, is there in this city, which doth move 
any man to live well, and doth not rather, by 
** a thousand devices, draw him back, and with as 
^ many allurements swallow him up in all manner 
** of wickedness, who of himself were otherwise well 
disposed, and doth endeavour accordingly to climb 
up the painful hill of virtue ? Whithersoever any 
man cometh, what can he find, but feigned love, 
and the honey-poison of venomous flattery? In 
** one place he shall find cruel hatred ; in another, 
** hear nothing but quarrels and suits : whither- 
soever we cast our eyes, what can we see but 
victualling-houses, fishmongers, butchers, cooks, 
** pudding-makers, fishers, and fowlers, who minis- 
** ter matter to our bellies, and set forward the 
" service of the world, and the prince therec^, the 
devil ? Yea, the houses themselves (I know not 
how) do bereave us of a great part of our isight of 
heaven ; so as the height of our buildings, and not 
the circle of our horizon, doth limit our prospect. 
For which cause I may pardon you the more easily, 
that you delight rather to remain in the country, 
where you are ; for there you find a company of 
plain souls, void of all craft, wherewith citizens 
" most abound ; whithersoever you look, the earth 
" yieldeth you a pleasant prospect, the temperature 
" of the air refresheth you, and the clear beholding 
" of the heavens doth delight you ; you find nothing 
there but bounteous gifts of nature, and saintly 
tokens of innocence. Yet I would not have you so 
carried away with those contentments, that you 
*^ should be stayed from hastening hither : for if the 
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*' discommodities of the city do (as they may very 
^^well) displease you; yet may the country about 
'* your parish of Stepney (whereof you ought also 
^^not to have the least care) afford you the like 
'^ delights to those which that affords you, wherein 
" you now keep ; from whence you may, upon oc- 
'' casions, come to London, as into your inn, where 
" you may find great matter of merit. The country 
^'people are most commonly harmless; or at the 
^^ least, not loaden with great offences, and there- 
*^ fore any physician may minister physic unto them. 
'* But as for citizens, both because they are many 
" in number, as also in regard of their inveterate 
^^ custom in sinning, none can help them but he 
" that is very skilful. There come into the pulpit 
" at Paul's divers men that promise to cure the 
^* diseases of others, but when they have all done, 
^* and made a Mr and goodly discourse, their life, 
" on the other side, doth so jar with their saying, 
^^ that they rather increase than assuage the griefs 
" of their hearers ; for they cannot persuade men 
" that they are fit to cure others, whenas them- 
" selves (God wot) are most sick and crazy. • And 
" therefore when they feel themselves touched and 
" handled by those, whom they see are full of loath- 
" some sores themselves, they cannot but have a 
" great aversion from them. But if such an one be 
^ accounted by learned men most fit to cure, in 
" whom the sick man hath greatest hope ; who 
^^ doubteth then, but you alone are the fittest in all 
" London to cure their maladies, whom every one 
^' is willing to suffer to touch their wounds ; and in 
" whom what confidence every one hath, and how 
" ready every one is to do what you prescribe, both 
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jou have heretofore sufficiently tried, and now the 
desire that every one hath of your speedy return 
may manifest the same ? Return therefore, mj 
dear Colet, either for Stepney's sake, which 
<' moumeth for your absence, no less than children 
** do for the absence of their loving mother ; or 
^< else for London's sake, in respect it is your native 
country, whereof you can have no less regard than 
of your parents : and finally, (though this be the 
least motive,) return for my sake, who have wholly 
dedicated myself to your directions, and do most 
earnestly long to see you. In the mean time I 
pass my time with Grocine, Linacer, and Lilye; 
the first being, as you know, the director of my 
life in your absence ; the second, the master of my 
'< studies ; the third, my most dear companioir. 
" Farewell, and see you love me as you have done 
" hitherto. London, 21 Octob." [about the year 
1610.] 

• Upon reading this epistle, one cannot but observe 
the different spirit from what sir Thomas appeared 
to have had in the latter part of his life, after Colet's 
death. He had early in his Utopia^ sufficient^ 
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y Especially in the iSrst edi- 
tion of that book, which gave 
such a ridiculous view of the 
several orders in the church 
of Rome, that care was taken 
to erase several passages relat- 
ing thereunto. Thus in p. 56, 
he taxes the preachers of that 
age for corrupting the Christian 
doctrine, and practising upon 
it : for they^ observing that the 
world did not suit their lives to 
the rules Christ hath given, 
have fitted his doctrine as if it 



had been a leaden rule to their 
lives, that some way or other 
they might agree with one an- 
other. But there is one thing yet 
more surprising ; that in p. 1 75> 
he makes it one of the maxims 
of his Utopians, that no man 
ought to be punished for his 
rehgion ; and yet afterwards he 
breathes out nothing but threat- 
enii^a and slaughter against 
the poor Protestants. See But' 
net's Hist, vol. iii. ' 
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derided the popular superstitions in the church ; and 
had wit and learning sufficient to make an heretic : 
and what is more to be wondered at, (if we may be- 
lieve Erasmus's character of him,) he was a religious 
man, and free from superstition ^. But sure we are, 
the last scene of his life shewed him to be a quite 
different man ; so that in his very epitaph, composed 
by himself, he values himself upon his being a sworn 
enemy to. heretics \ This was owing to some of 
the prelates, who took him off from his freedom of 
thinking, and importuned him to employ his abilities 
and parts in defence of the catholic church, against 
Tjmdal, Frith, and other heretical writers, as they 
called them. He did so ; and upon this controversial 
subject he wrote so unequally to what he had 
done before, and so very much beneath himself; 
that it either bewrayed a task imposed upon him 
against his will, or a cause wherein wit and inven- 
tion could not help him out against the simplicity of 
truth. Let any one but read the Vindication of our 
Protestant Faith, by poor John Frith, a boy in effect, \ 
and a naked prisoner, and then run over the answers 
and oppositions of the noble lord chancellor, sir Tho- 
mas Moore, and compare the sense, the style, the 
spirit of them both; and he need not be told on 
which side infinite advantage lies. Had sir Tho- 
mas wrote upon no other subject but this of re- 
ligion, it would be as hard to find by his writings, as 
it was by his conversation, when he was in jest only, 
and when in earnest. Nay, Erasmus himself, an- 

' Moms — veriB pietatis non * — Quod in epitaphio pro&- 

indiligeDs cultor, etianni ab teor baereticis me fuiue moles- 

omni superstitione alienissimus, turn, hoc ambitiose feci. [Mori 

[Eras. £p. p. 437.] £p. Erasmo^ ed« Lond. p. 1 51 1.] 
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other of the dean's most intimate Mends, those zea^ 
lots had, by their artftil stratagems, brought even 
him to enter the lists with Luther ^: who, though in 
many of his books he professes himself well affected 
to Luther's person, and not averse to many of his 
doctrines ; yet he had no mind to be a martyr for 
him, by no means loving sufferii^, but delighting 
in a studious ease and safety ^. 



^ Muita scripsit Lutherus im- 
prudeDter magis quam impie ; 
quorum hoc istos habet pes- 
sime, quod Thorns non mul- 
tum tribuit, quod minuit quae- 
stum veniarum, quod ordinibus 
mendicantium parum tribuit, 
quod scholasticis dogmatibus 
non tantundem defert quan- 
tum evangeliis, quod negligit 
humanas disputatorum argu- 
tias. HsB nimirum sunt hse- 
reses intolerabiles ; sed bis dis- 
simulatis, praetexunt invidiosa 
apud pontificem homines tan- 
tum ad nocendum et Concordes 
et callidi. Olim etiam reve- 
renter audiebatur hsereticus ; 
et absolvebatur, si satisfaciebat ; 
sin convictus perstitisset, ex- 
trema poena erat, non admitte- 
batur ad ecclesiasticam com- 
mimionem. Nunc alia res est 
hiereseos crimen ; et tamen ob 
quamlibet levem causam, statim 
hoc habent in ore, haeresis est. 
Olim hsreticus habebatiu*, qui 
dissentiebat ab evangeliis, ab 
articulis fidei, aut his quae cum 
his parem obtinerent authorita- 

tem Nunc si quis un- 

quam dissentiat a Thoma, voca- 
tur heereticus; imo si quis a 
commentitia ratione quam heri 
sophista quispiam in schohs 
commentus est. Quicquid non 



placet, quicquid non intelligunt, 
hseresis est. Greece scire h«- 
resis est, expolite loqiu haeresis 
est; et quicquid ipsi non &- 
ciunt, haeresis est. [Eras. Rot. 
arch, et principi Mogontiuo, 
cal. Not. 15 19. Ep. ed. Bas* 
1521.P.477.] 

^ — At pro Luthero, proque 
Lutheri paradoxis nondum est 
animus mortem oppetere. -^— - 
Pro his quae solent esse thema- 
ta confiictationum scholastica- 
ruro, nee ausim cuiquam vitam 
eripere, si judex sim, nee velim 
in capitis discrimen venire. Op- 
tarim esse Christi martyr, si 
vires ipse suppeditet; Lutheri 
martyr esse nolim. [Erasmus 
adv. Huttenmn Op. torn. ix. 

p. 1365.] . ... 

Ex universis Lutheri libns 

non perlegi dnodeeim pagellas, 
atque eas etiam carptim ; et ta- 
men ex his degustatis verius 
quam lectis, videbar mihi de- 
prehendere dotes naturae raras, 
et ingenium pulchre accommo- 
dum ad explicandum juxta ve- 
terum morem arcanas lite- 
ras, ad suscitandam evangelic® 
doctrinae scintillam, a qua et 
publici mores orbis, et schols 
nimium Jam indulgentes argutis 
magis quam necessariis quie- 
stiunculis vehementer prolapstt 
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He aftarwarda also» in Im Mori^ JSnamnum^ 
lashed the cairdinals^ struck Areely even at the pope 
iimseif, and exposed all the ambitioii, ayarice, pi^ 
geantry, and fopparies of the church of Rome : espe^ 
daily in the bargains about purgatory, masses, pil* 
grimages, indulgences, and other religious toys sold 
to the poor deluded people ; all which was effeetu« 
ally the blowing a trumpet for the reformation* 

Yet though these two writers were the two leading 
reformers, human fears and worldly policy stopped 
them short, and turned them out of the way they 
saw to be right. 

To ascend yet higher ; the fiame trick (for so it 
may well be called) was put upon king Henry VIII. 
His education and parts were so good, that he could 
not but' despise the idol of religion, as it was dressed 
up in the church of Rome: and he had openly 
laughed at some of their impostures; and would 
have much sooner exerted his authority in reforming 
of them, if the bishops (especially Wolsey, his prime 
minister, and Longland, his confessor) had not 
worked him up to shew his learning, in defence of 
the Catholic faith, against Luther. And when, by 
their importunity and aid, they had got such a book 
from him, and a glorious title for the author, it was 
the greatest wonder of the providence of Grod, that 
he should afterwards becotne the first instrument of 
the reformation in these kingdoms. 

^ But to return : the last act of Erasmus's kind- 



ndebantur. Audiebani eximio9 
W08 probatsB doctrine, proba<* 
tseqite religionis, sibi gratulari, 
<}uod in hujus viri libros inci- 
dissent. Videbam, ut quifique 
^set integerriiiii9 nioribus, et 



evangelics puritati proximus» 
ita minime ihfensum LutherOf 
Porro vita prsdicabatur et nb 
lis qui doctrinam non ferebant. 
[Laur. Canapegio Lova. 1520.] 
^ Venit in mentem quiddaxn. 
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ness to the dean's school was to find out at Cam- 
bridge (where he then was) an usher, or second 
master, according to the founder^s desire, to be un- 
der Mr. William Lilye. He inquired among the 
masters of arts there ; but he could meet with none, 
it seems, that cared for, or were fit for that place, 
who would engage in it. Thej did not affect so la- 
borious an employment, however honourable the 
terms might be. One of the seniors said, in a flouting 
way. Who would lead such a slavish life among hoySy 
in a school^ if he can have any other way of living? 
" I answered gravely,** says Erasmus, " that the office 
of instructing youth in letters and good manners 
was a very creditable office, that our blessed Saviour 
** himself did not despise the conversing with child- 
<^ ren ; that no age was so capable of good instruction, 
** and a man could no where bestow his pains with a 
** better prospect of success, thaii at Paul*s school. 



t( 
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quod ridebis, scio. Cum inter 
magistros aliquot proponerem 
de hypodidasculo, quidam non 
infimse opinionis subridens: 
*' Quis/* inquit, '* sustineat in ea 
'* schola vitam agere inter pue- 
** ros, qui posset ubivis quomo- 
" docunque vivereV* Respondi 
modestius ; hoc munus mihi yi- 
deri vel in primishonestum, bonis 
moribus ac Uteris instituere ju- 
ventutem ; neque Christum earn 
aetatem contempsisse, et in nul- 
1am rectius collocari benefidum^ 
et nusquara expectari fructum 
uberiorem, utpote cum ilia sit 
seges ac sylva reipublicse. Ad- 
didi> si qui sint homines vere 
pii, eos in hac esse sententia, ut 
putent sese nullo officio magis 
demereri Deum, quam si pue- 
rbs trahant ad Christum. At- 



qui is comigato naso, subsao- 
nans : " Si quis/* inquit^ *' velit 
" omninoservireChristo,ingre- 
'* diatur monasterium ac reli- 
" gionem." Respondi, Paulum 
in charitatis officiis ponere ?eram 
religionem; charitatem in hoc 
esse, ut proximis quam maxime 
prosimus. Rgecit hoc tanquam 
imperite dictum. ** Ecce,** in- 
quit, " nos reliquimus omnia; 
•• inhocestperfectio." Nonre- 
liquit, inquam, omnia, qui cum 
possit plurimis prodesse labore 
suo, detrectat of&cium quod hu- 
milius habeatur. Atque ita, ne lis 
onretur, hominem dimisi. Vides 
sapientiam Scotisticam et habes 
dialogum. Rursum vale. Can- 
tabrigiee^ postridie Simonis et 
Jude. [Erasmi Epist. edit 
Bas. 152 1, p. 42 1.] 
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^ which was in the heart of the dtj, and centre oi 
^ the kingdom : besides, said I, if men have a true 
^' sense of religion, they must needs think, that 
" there is no better way of pleasing and serving God 
^' than by the bringing of children to Christ ; f . e. 
^ training them up to piety, and virtue, and know* 
^ ledge. But upon this he turned up his nose, and 
^ said in a deriding manner. If any man desires to 
*' he an absolute servant of Christy he may go into 
** a monastery y and take the vows of religion upon 
^ him. I told him. Paid placed true religion in the 
^ works of charity ; and the greatest charity was to 
" do most good unto our neighbours : but he laughed 
^ at this, as a silly way of talking. Well, says he, 
*^ we students seem to have left all; we must he 
*^ here in a state of perfection No, said I, a man 
" cannot be said to have left all, who, when he can 
^^ do good to the world in any station, declines it, 
'^ because he thinks it too mean for him : and so, to 
'^ prevent any further dispute, I took my leave of 
" him.'* 

He had also in a former letter mentioned his fruit- 
less endeavours to serve him in the affair of an usher ^ 
And he did not only in the former of these epistles, 
but whenever he had an opportunity, encourage men 
of letters to undertake the laborious care of a gram- 
mar school ; of which he often speaks in the highest 
commendation, as what exalts the schoolmaster to 
the highest dignity; whose business is to season 
youth in learning and religion, and raise up men for 
the service of their country. " It may be,'* says he, 

' Nondum occurrit queni ex- rere, et simul atque reperero, 
istimem idoneum hypodidascn- certiorem te faciam. Bene vale, 
ium tiue schole ; pergam inqui- prooeptor optiine. 

LS 
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** the eiiipky3rm^t is aocoimted vile and mean in the 
^ q)iniofn dT fbols ; but in itsdf it it really great and 
«• honottraMe^** 

The aforesaid story about the aversioin of men in 
the university to the drudgery of a grmnmar school, 
was by way of postscript to a letter, wherein Eras- 
mus acquainted the dean^, that he had almost finished 



^ Eretmus Joatini Sapido.^-^ 
Porro sortem tuam ut labori- 
osam esse Hon negaverim, ita 
tragicatni at tu vocas, aut deplo* 
randam ease prorsus iDiicior. 
Ludi literarii magistrum esse, 
proximutn regtio munos esC 
An tu putas sordidam esse funo- 
tionem, primam iliam aetatem 
tuorum civium optimis literis et 
Christo st&tim itnbuere, totqiie 
probos et intesros viros patrie 
tuse reddere '} Stultonim opini- 
one humiliuB est, re longe 
splendidissimum . 

Sed quo alacrius verseris in 
isto UHitiere» !nc memineris se* 
cundum principes et episcopos, 
neminem magnificentius posse 
mereri de repubHea> quam Iti^ 
di literarii mogistrtnii, si rudi- 
bus adhuc, et in quemvis habi- 
turn sequacibus animis men- 
tern instilled Christo dignam^ 
easque literas, quae semper opti* 
mo cuique placuerunt. ]~Erasmi 
Epist, Eurido C<h4o> ludima- 
gistro,] 

s In absolvenda Copia mea 
nunc sum totus, ut jam flenig'- 
matis instar videri possit, m6 
simul, et in media Copiay et in 
summa vefrsari inopia • 
Porro quod mihi tuas offers 
pecunias, agnosco veterem tu- 
um in me animum, et gratiam 
babeo quam possum maximam. 



S6d pupugit nofmihil atumuin 
meum verbum illud, quamlibet 
joco dictum ; si kumitiier men- 
diMverts. Eortass4 significas, 
et vere ugnificaa, quod aortem 
nostram tarn iniquo ferimus 
animo-^-A Cftteris- ne ihistra 
petam; a te vero qua fron** 
te, queeso, petam > prsesertira 
cum ipse hoc opum genere 
non admodum atntndea* At<- 
tamen si tibi probatur inhere- 
cundia, finiam epistolam clau- 
sula quam possum ittipttdaids- 
sima. Nee adeo possum per* 
fricare iaciem, ut nullo titulo 
abs te petam ; nee «Mieo super- 
bus tamen sum> ut muous re<- 
Jiciam, siquis talis amicus li- 
benter dederit, presertim hoc 
rerum statu. Vale. 

Refricuit mihi jocus Mori 
Ynei, dictum quoddam non 
illq)idam : nam seditia libris 
de Copia; *' Emisit**' inquit, 
" Erasmus utramque Copiam, 
'* quid itaque rcnquuni fedt, 
*' pFBBter summam inopiamr 
[Eras. Ep.^ 

In the Hebrew toDgue the 
word aUuphf as one obser?esi» k 
rendered both padagogus aod 
princeps; and shehet in that 
language is as pdpBoq in the 
Greeks and signifiiea both a rod 
and a sceptire. 
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his book de Copta, (before mentioned,) and jet upon 
the sut^ect of plenty he found himself in great want. 
And a8 to his offer of money to him ; ** I acknow- 
'^ ledge/' says he, '^ your good old generous disposi* 
^^ tion, aad thank you mpst heartily. But you have 
" nettled me with one expression, (however spoken in. 
* j^f ) ify^^ h^ humbly ; intimating perhaps, (and 
^ with truth enough,) that I am too {H*oud for my 
" condition. However, were I to beg of others, I 
^^am afraid it would be in vain. And yet with 
^'what face can I beg of you? especiaUy when 
^ you do not much abound in what I beg for. But 
^' if you will excuse my boldness, I will conclude 
^ now in sl very impudent manner. I can hardly 
" have the face to crave any thing of you^ wh^n I 
^ have deserved nothing ; and yet I am not so proud 
^ as to re&se a gift when generously offered to me, 
^^ especially und^ my present circumstances, low 
" enough." 

What confid»ce Srasmus {daced in his friend 
Colet, he discovers to him also (with his state and 
circumfiftaBoes) in am^er letter^ which mentions his 
engaging in a translation of St. Basil upon Isaiah, a 
woik that pleased him very much. '^ I wiU^'' says he, 
^ fseoA a specimen of it to the bishop of Rochester, 
" and try whether he will soften my labour with 
" some little reward. This is a way of begging, you 
*' will say ; and I know you will laugh at it. But I 
" begin to hate my poor condition ; and I am re- 
" solved to get some fortune, to keep me above beg- 
^ ging ; or else to imitate Diogenes, and get into a 
"tubV 

^ Coepi vertere Basilium in valde placet. Exhtbebo gustum 
EsaiaoL Mihi quidem opus episcopo Roflfensi ; experiarque 

l4 
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Having before mentioned Erasmus's pains, in 
seeking out for a proper person for the usher^s place 
in Paul's school ; I am now to add, that being not dis- 
couraged in his quest, he did at length very proba- 
bly recommend Mr. John Rytwise ; who being bom 
at Sawl in Norfolk, and bred at Eaton school, was 
now member of King's college at Cambridge, and 
being retained by dean Colet as usher to his school, 
was, for his ability and industry, very agreeable to 
the head master Lilye. 

Under these two excellent masters of Paul's 
school, if there was any fault in the management of 
it, it was in the practice of too much * severity, ow- 
ing a little to the roughness of that age, and to the 
established customs of cruelty : somewhat too may 
be attributed to that austere temper of the founder. 
Dr. Colet ; who verily thought, there was a necessity 
of harsh discipline to humble the spirit of boys, 
to inure them to hardship, and prepare them for 
mortifications and other sufferings and afflictions in 
the world. 

This severity appears by several passages in Eras- 
mus's works ; particularly in his tract of the Edu- 
cation of Youth, where he falls upon the rigid French 
schoolmasters of the Scotical k clan^ ; than whom no- 



num is velit hos labores nostros 
aliquo prsemiolo lenire. O men- 
dicitatem ! jam rides, sat scio. 
At ego meipsum odi ; planeque 
decretum est, aut aliquam nan- 
cisci fortunam, quae me ab his 
mendicabulis eximat, aut pror- 
8US Diogeuem imitari. Rursum, 
vale. Cantabr. id. Septembr. 
[Etas. Epist. ed. Lond. p. 5 18.] 
' Wood*s Athenae Oxon. 
vol. i- col. 15. 



^ " Next the Scotcb clan." 
Lewis and ColbJ 

* — Gallis literatoribus se- 
cundum Scotos nihil est plago- 
sius. Hi moniti respondere 
Solent, eam nationem, quem- 
admodum de Phiygia dictum 
est, nonnihil plagis emepdari. 
Hoc an verum sit, alii viderint ; 
fateor tamen nonnihil in natione 
discriminis esse, sed multo ma- 
gts in singulorum ingeniorum 
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thing more cruel, and jet when reproved for this 
their cruelty, they replied, that this nation (as was 
said of Phrygia) is only to be amended by such a 
harsh proceeding. ** Whether this be true or not, 
** I will not dispute," says Erasmus, ** but must own, 
^* there is a good deal of difference between one peo- 
^^ pie and another as to this point ; but much more 
^ in the disposition of children. You may kill some 
*^ before you can make them one whit better by 
^* beating; and yet at the same time with good 
** words, and good usage, you may do what you 
^* please with them. Of this temper I own myse;lf 
^^to have be^n when a boy. And my master, of 
^' whom I was a great favourite, because he was 
^* pleased to have conceived great hopes of me, having 
^^ a mind to gcft a thorough knowledge of my dispo- 
'^ sition, did therefore make a trial how I could 
^ bear a sound whipping. Upon this a fault was 
'^ cooked up, of which (God knows) I never so much 



\' 



proprietate. Quosdam occidas 
potius, quam verberibus emen- 
des; at eosdem benevoientia 
blandisque monitts ducas, quo- 
cunque velis. Hac indole fateor 
me puerum fuisse, quum prae- 
ceptor, cui pne ceteris eram 
charus, quod diceret ae nescio 
quid magnae spei de me con- 
cipere, magis advigilaret, vellet- 
que tandem experiri quam es- 
sem virgarum patiens, objecit 
commissum, de quo nee somni- 
anun unquam, ac csecidit — £a 
res omnem studiorum amorem 
mlbi excussit ; adeoque dejecit 
puerilem animum, ut minimum 
abfuerit quin dolore cohtabes- 



cerem. Jam hinc roihi con- 
jecta, vir ^regie, qiiam mirita 
felicissima ingenia perdant isti 
camifices indocti ; sed doctrinse 
persuasione tumidly morosi, vi- 
nolenti, truces, et vel animi 
gratia csedunt; nimirum ihge- 
nio tarn truculento, ut ex alie-< 
no cniciatu capiant voluptatem. 
Hoc genus homines lanios aut 
carniSces esse decuit, non pue- 
ritiae formatores. Nee uUi cm- 
delius excamificant pueros quam 
qui nihil habent quod illos do- 
ceant. Hi quid agant in scholis, 
nisi ut plagis et jurgiis diem ex- 
trahant? [Eras, de Pueri in- 
stitute 
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** as dreamed; and accordkiglj I Buffered the dis- 
cipline of the schooL Immediately I lost all man- 
ner of relish to my studies { and this usage did so 
damp my spirits, that it almost broke my heart. 
" From hence we may see, that these illiterate 
** butchers (to give them no better tarm) ruin many a 
hopeful lad. These conceited, morose, drunken, 
cruel creatures, exercise this their severity as a 
piece of pleasure; and from another's pain take 
great satisfaction. They are indeed fitter for the 
business of a butcher, or hangman, than to be in- 
structors of youth. And it is an observation not 
ill-grounded, that the most ignorant schoolmasters 
are generally the best at this exercise. For what 
is done in their schools? and in what do they 
spend their days ? Nothing but noisy stripes and 
" chidings." 

Erasmus therefore approved of the practice of 
Speusippus, who caused the pictures of joy and glad- 
ness to be set round about his school ; ^^ to signify, 
(as the excellent archbishop Tillotson observes,) 
that the business of education ought to be rendered 
as pleasant as may be ; and that children stand in 
need of all enticements and encouragements to 
learning and goodness imaginable: for, (as one 
says,) Metus haud diuturni magister qfficii, fear 
^ alone will not teach a man his duty, and hold 
*^ him to it ; but rather causes a lasting disgust to 
^^ both learning and virtue, and (to use Erasmus's 
" words,) Vtrtutem simul odisse et nosse.^* 

Thus we find Erasmus was of a contrary opinion ; 
and more for the merciful and gentle way of edu- 
cation : who therefore was almost angry with the ] 
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deno andlas two masten; and told the Morjr of them 
mentioned below ^^ ia the original Latin, not very 
much to their reputation : which, though he con- 
cealed their n^nes, it will be a hard task to apply 
to any other than tQ them. He judged of human 
Bature accc»'ding to his own share of it ; and there- 
fore was for the milder and softer ways of teaching. 
He seems to wish that boys could play and learn at 
the same time : and it is with approbation and plea^ 
sure that he tells this story '^ of an English gentle-^ 
man. ^ One seeing his little son very fond of shoots 



m. 



' — Novi theologum quen- 
dam, et quidem domestice, 
maximi nomiiiis, cujus animo 
nulla crudelitas satisfaciebat in 
discipulos, quum magtstros ha- 
b^et slreDue pkgosos. Id ex- 
istimabat unice, et ad dejicien- 
dam ingeniorum ferociam, et 
ad edomanduni aitatis lascivi- 
801 pertinere. Nunquam agi^ 
tabat convivium apud gregem 
suum, nisi quemadmodum co- 
moedra exeimt m ketam cata- 
strophea, ita post cibum sump- 
turn tinus aut alter protrahere* 
tur viigis lacerandus ; et inte- 
rim sasviebat, et in immeritoSy 
aimirum ut assuescerent places. 
Il»e quondam utiti prolci^ 
quum a pramtio ex more pue* 
rum evocaret, annos natum (ut 
opinor) decern. Recens autem 
a matre vetiemt in eum gre*- 
gem. Phefattts est, iili ma- 
trem esse cum primis }uam fos^ 
mioam, ab ea «ibi pummi stu- 
diose oonrniendatam ; mox, ut 
baberet occasionem casdendi, 
coepit objioere nescio quid fero*- 
^, quum nihil minus prae se 
ferret puer, et innuit illi oifi 
Coll^ii preefecturam commiserat 



ut cederet. lUe protinus dejec- 
tum puerum ita csecidit, ut qui 
^acrilegium commisisset. Theo« 
logus semel atque iterum inter* 
pellavit, satis est, satis est. At 
carnifix ille fervore surdus per- 
egit suam carnificinaoi pene 
usque ad pueri sydcopem. Mox 
theologus vertus ad nos, NihH 
cammeruitt inquit, sed erat hu" 
miUandus ; nam hoc verbo est 
usus. Quis unquam ad eum 
modum enidivit mancipium? 
imo quis asinum ? [Ibid.] 

° Britanni jaculandi studio 
pnectpue ducuntur} nee airud 
prius suos docent infantes. 
Quidam itaque solerds ingenii 
pater, aninwdvertens in filid 
miram jaculandi voluptatem, 
bellissimum arcum ac sagittas 
perpulcrasparavit; in omnibus 
turn arcu turn sagittis erant de- 
plete literae: demde scoporum 
vice, GrsBcaruth primum^ de* 
inde Latinarum literarum figu- 
ras proposuit ; ferienti ac litertt 
nomen pronunmanti, praeter 
i^plausum, preemioium erat ce- 
rasum, aut aiiud quo gaudent 
parvuli. [Eras, de Piieris insti* 
toendis. Op. torn. i. p. 441 .] 
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*^ ing, bought him a fine bow and arrows ; .wbich 
*< was painted with the letters of the Gfreek and La- 
** tin alphabet : and so for the butt, or mark to shoot 
** at ; the like capital letters were drawn upon it : 
** and when he hit a letter, and could tell the name 
^* of it, he had, besides the applause of the bj-stan- 
<* ders, a cheny, or some such trifle, for his reward." 
Erasmus also was a great enemy to that laborious 
way of trifling and losing time, which had lately ob- 
tained in grammar schools ^; the going round as it 
were in a mill with sweat and noise, and getting by 
heart so many lines, without understanding the sense 
of them ; too much the custom of idleness in Eng- 
land and Holland ^ He shewed also a very good 
judgment; that boys should be sent early to a 
grammar school, before their minds are corrupted 
with any ill habit of tenderness, slothfiilness, or 
other impediment of learning ; and then that they 
should not be taken away too soon to the university, 



° Pueros nostros ultra puber- 
tatem domi detinemus ; ac otio, 
luxu, deliciisque corruptos, vix 
tandem in scholam publicam 
mittimus. Illic ut res bene cedat, 
degustant aliquid grammatices ; 
mox simul atque norunt inflec- 
tere voces, et suppositum appo- 
sito recte jungere, perdidicere 
grammaticam, et ad perturba- 
tam dialecticen admoventur ; 
ubi si quid etiaro recte loqui 
didicerunt, dediscant oportet. 
[Erasmus de Pueris instituen- 
dis. Op. tom. i. p. 443.] 

P Leo, Arbitror tibi frequenter 
ex majoribus auditum, fuisse 
tempus quo pueri multis annis 
discruciabantur modis signifi- 
candi, et queestiunculis ex qua 



vi, et aliis indoctissimis neniis, 
magnaque ambidone dictaba- 
tur, ' ediscebatur, exponebatur 
Ebrardus et Florista ; quod su- 
pererat temppris^ ridiculis ver- 
siculis transigebatur : Joannis 
Garlandini Grasco-Ladaa dis- 
ticha prielegebantur a sudan- 
tibiis, Catholicon in omnibus 
templis habebatur, Urs, In- 
felix profecto seculum. Leo. 
An tu credidisses unquam fore, 
ut apud Britannos. aut Bata- 
vos, pueri Gnece garrirent, 
GrsBcis epigrammatiis non infe- 
liciter luderent ? Urs, Citius ere- 
didissem ruiturum ooBlum. [£- 
rasmi Dialog. dePronuntiatioDe. 
Op. tom. i. p. 773.] 
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to be confounded with logic, before they rightly un- 
derstand their grammar ; and in a manner to unlearn 
tbe little they had learned at school. 

Sir Thomas Moore likewise doth often complain 
of tbe then vulgar method of teaching grammar, and 
the intricate systems of it ; particularly of the Parwi 
Logicalia of Albertus, full of abstruse and trifling 
rules to puzzle and confound the poor boys % 

But Erasmus was above all solicitous for the 
morals and virtuous dispositions of children. He 
would have them read no authors but what were 
clean and chaste, and be in no company but what was 
innocent and uninfected. 

We find by one of the dean's statutes, he was 
much of his mind ; for he orders several Christian 
authors {viz. Lactantius, Sedidus, Juvencus, &c.) to 
be used in his school, for fear the children's morals 
should be corrupted by some of the heathen writers. 

Erasmus also thought boys carried from school, as 
from their first vessel, that savour or tincture of good 
and evil that prevailed in all their following course 
of Mfe, and gave them the right or the wrong bent 
and turn, to be wise and useful in their generation, 
or to be a sort of rakes and reprobates for ever. 

He used to talk over this subject with dean Colet, 
upon the occasion of discoursing about the masters 
and scholars of Paul's : and the dean fiilly declared 



4 Albertus quidam gramma- 
ticam 86 traditurum professus, 
logicam quandam aut meta- 
physieam^ imo neutram, sed 
mera somnia, mera deliria 
grammaticw loco substituit ille 
parvorum logicalium ; quern 
ideo sic appellatum puto, quod 



parum habeat l<^ces. Opene 
pretium est videre in supposi- 
tionibus, quas vocant, in am* 
pliationibus, restrictiombus, ap- 
pellationibus, quam ineptas, 
quam etiam .falsas pneceptiun- 
culas habet. [Tho. Mori Apo- 
logia pro Erasmo.] 
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himself of the same opinion, that bojra woidd im« 
faibe their principles and morals fimn the books and 
the company they conversed with. It is probaUe, 
that upon this observation the dean made it a prover- 
bial sajring of his, ^ We axe all such as our conveT'* 
^ sation ia» and come habitiudly to practise what we 
^ frequently hear." This apophthegm, or wise saying 
of dean Colet, is remembered by Erasmus in his ela- 
borate collection of Adages ; and b prefeired before 
any of the sentences of the ancient philosophers ^ 

N.B. Here I cannot but remark, that though 
dean Colet had a plain unaffected style, yet it had 
always something weighty and pungent in it : and 
this (which some may call carelessness) did not pro- 
ceed from a want of what goes under the iiame of 
rhetoric ; but from a professed contempt of it, as an 
art only of amusing. 

When Erasmus, in one of his books which he called 
Antibarbari^ had elegantly declaimed against the 
abuses of rhetoric ; Dr. Colet, upon reading it ov», 
told Erasmus in private conversation, that his book 
had perfectly persuaded him to despise eloquence: 
and when Erasmus desired him to suspend his opL- 
nion, till he should hear what could be said on the 
other side ; he said, he was enough satisfied in that 



* Proinde nullum apophtheg- 
maphilosophonim memini lege- 
re, quod mihi videatur cum illo 
oonferendum, quod Joannes 
Coletus meus, vir pariter et 
eruditus et incorruptus, subinde 
dictitare consuevit: Tales nos 
esse, qualia sunt quotidiana coU 
loquia; tales enadere, qualia 
frequenter audimus. Jam vero 
quod de colloquio dictum est. 



idem oportet et de studiis aeci« 
pere. Qui vitam omnem in 
ethnicis conterunt literis, gen- 
tiles evadunt. Qui praeter ob- 
scoenos autores nil eTolvunty 
moribus obsco^is reddantiur 
oportet. Etenim lectio coUo* 
quium quoddam esse videtur, 
[Erasmi Adagia. Op. torn. ii. 

P- 34^-] 
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matter ^ He was however a great master of style 
aad language. Hence it proceeded, that though his 
preaching was popular S and adapted to the capacity 
of the common part of his congr^ation ; yet withal 
it was agreeable to the better judgment of the men 
of wit and learning : as I before instanced in sir 
Tho. Moore, who was a great admirer of him. But 
above all» archbishop Warham, who was, in effect^ 
the supreme judge in the chancery and in the churchy 



* Opens summain in quatuor 
libros digesseram. Primus re^ 
fellebat ea quae quidam vel su- 
perstitiosi, vel hypocritae reli- 
gionis verius quam religiosi, so- 
lent nobis in os jacere. Secun- 
dus, subomata persona, qualis 
est apud Platonem Gkuoo, 
^ sununis eloqueotiae viribus vi- 
tuperabat eloquentiam ; totam- 
que rhetorices panoptiam ex 
iotimis illius armariis petitam» 
in ipsam rhetoricen expedie- 
bat: adeo ut felicis memorise 
Joannes Coletus, simul atque 
eum Hbrum legisset, serio mibi 
dixerit in familiari coUoquio; 
Plane liber tuus mthi persuasit 
neglectum eloquentia : cum- 
que monerem, suspenderet sen- 
tentiam, donee aiidiret elo- 
quentiae patarocinantem ; nega- 
l>at a me posse diUii, quae in- 
tendissem. [Erasmus Johanni 
Sapido in librum primum Anti- 
barbarorum.] 

^ It was the free and plain 
preaching of Dr. Co}et at Paul's 
Cross tod Stepney, and other 
I^aces in and near the city, that 
bad raised up the disposition 
Uid spirit of the people, to be- 
gin to hate the yoke that had 
been put upon them, and to de- 



sire a redemption from it. There 
was so great a change in the 
minds of the citizens, that from 
a slavish superstition they were 
become a body of heretics, or 
favourers of heretical pravity; 
as the bishop of London com- 
plained in a letter to cardinal 
Wolsey, at the beginning of the 
year 1 5 1 5, in behalf of his poor 
chancellor, who was then in 
warde, and endited, says he^ 
by an untrue quest for the 
death of Richard Hunne. [Who, 
for refusing to pay a mortuary 
unjustly demanded by the parish 
priest, was first accused of 
heresy, then thrown into pri- 
son, and there barbarously mur- 
dered.] He begs that it may 
please the king's grace to awarde 
a plakarde unto his attorney, to 
confess the said enditement to be 
untrue, when the time shall re- 
quire it : " For assured I am," 
says he, ** if my chancellor be 
tried by any twelve men in 
London, they be so mali- 
ciously sette in favorem ha- 
reiica praioHatis^ that they 
will cast and condemn any 
olerke, though he were as in- 
** nocent asAbel." 
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testified the highest approbation of his performances 
in this kind ; as appeared by this, that at the open- 
ing of a convocation of the province of Canterbury ", 
the archbishop appointed Dr. Colet to preach the 
Latin sermon on that solemn occasion : whose sub- 
ject was of the necessity of reformation, from Ro- 
mans xii. 2.^ Be not conformed to this world; 
hut he ye transformed^ in the renetoing of your 
minds f &c. ^ 

In this discourse he tells his fathers and brethren 
boldly, that their present meeting was to consult 
the reformation of ecclesiastical afikb^ ; and that 
there was never more need of it than in the present 
state of the church ; the spouse of Christ (which 
one would wish to be without spot and wrinkle) was 
become deformed and ill-favoured; as the faithful 
city was become a harlot, &c. He must therefore 
warn them and importune them to bestow all their 
thoughts upon the reformation of the church: a 
work incumbent on the bishops and clergy, because 



^ See Holland's Heroologia 
Angl. p. 146. and Cambden*s 
Remains, p. 272. or 357. 

* Mr. Wood seems not to be 
accurate, when be calls this 
one sermon Orationes dtue ad 
Clerum in Convocatifme^ anno 
15 1 1. &C. Lond. 8vo. *' One 
" of them was also printed in 



' One of the eKoeUendes of 
'Dr. Colet was a momorvso 
' stupendious, that he could re- 
' peat the Decretals memoriier 
' verbatiMt and did never foi^ 
' get any thing he read. SU 
*Jides penes authorem. Yet 
' there may be some tmth in 
' it/* [Note on the Life of Dr. 



" three sheets in 4to. by Colet, written by Erasmw, p. 

" Richard Pynson/' [Wood's 76.] 

Athen. Oxon.] /An English transiatkm of 

Dr. Colet preached without part of Dr. Colet'a aermon is 

notes ; and had the best ability given by bishop Burnet, who 

for so doing, in a strong and thinks it was preached 1 J13, 

happy memory. Mr. Smith has though it is printed as preached 

put in this citation from Wirt- in 15 11. [See Hist. Referm. 

zung, in his general Practice of vol. iii. p. 25, &c.] 
Physic, part i. c. 12. sect. i. 
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nothing has so much disfigured the face of the 
church, as the secular and worldly lives of the clerks 
and priests in it : if priests and bishops, who should 
be the lights of the world, ran into dark ways, 
how great must the darkness of the common people 

be^' 

The being conformed to this world, is to foUow 
the four evils of this world ; 

I. Devilish pride. 

II. Carnal lusts. 

III. Worldly covetousness. 

IV. Secular business. All which now are, and 
reign, in the church and ecclesiastical persons. 

I. Pride of life. How ambitious, how greedy 
are the clergy nowadays of honours and prefer- 
ments ! How do they run as it were out of breath, 
from one benefice and dignity to anothier, from the 
less to the greater profit, frdm the lower to the 
higher place ! And the more they rise, the more 
lofty and stately they become; forgetting the hum- 
ble (^ce of bishops, and affecting a worldly lord- 
ship, &c. 

II. Carnal lusts and concupiscence. * And has not 
this vice so abounded in the church, that at present 



^ The Remains ascribed to 
Cambden hate put down thi$ 
among the wfte Speeches, p. 
219. "Doctor Colet, the dean of 
** Paules, said, that if the cler- 
"gie were naught, the laitie 
" were worse ; for it could not 
"oth^^ise be, but the lay- 
" men must ever be one degree 
" under the clergye: for hereby 
" it cannot be a lie that 6ur Sa- 
" vyour said himself; who saith 
" of the clergye, that they be 
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" the salt of the earth; and if 
" that salt once appall, the 
" world must needs wax un- 
" savorie : and he saith, that 
the clergie be the l^ht of the 
world; and then, saith he, if 
the light be darkened, how 
" dark will then the darkness 
*' be ? That is to wit, all the 
" world besides, whereof he 
" calleth the clergye only the 
" light." 
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the far greater number of the priests regard nothing 
but the pleasure and delight of their own senses; 
feasting and reveling, and vain babbling, or hunting 
and hawking, or being immersed in other sports or 
amusements of the world, &c. 

III. Worldly covetousness, or the lust of the eye. 
This plague has so infected the minds, and blinded 
the eyes of the clergy, that they will look at nothing 
but what has some gain and filthy hicre in it\ 
What do we seek for in the church but fat benefices 
and high promotions ? And when we attain them, 
do we mind the duty of them ? No, the greatest 
pluralist does the least office. O avarice, avarice, the 
root of all evil, of thee comes the heaping of one be- 
nefice upon another ; of thee, the bargain of resigna- 
tions for pensions reserved; of thee, the firivolous 
suits for tithes, for oblations^ for mortuaries, for 
dilapidations, in the name of the church ; but truly 
for our private interest. O avarice, of thee comes 
the burden of episcopal visitations ; of thee» the cor- 
ruption of ecclesiastical courts, and the new inven- 
tions of extorting from the poor and needy ; of thee* 



^ Erasmus had often enter- 
tained Dr. Colet with great ex- 
pressions of his indignation at 
these markets in the church, and 
mercenary dealings of the po- 
pish clergy. — Apud sacerdotes 
nihil non venale est^ nihil im» 
mune. Quas non tragoedias 
movent pro suis illis decimis? 
quam odiose divexant miseram 
plebeculam ! Non datur bap- 
tism us, hoc est, non licet fieri 
Christianum, nisi numeres : at- 
que his prseclaris auspiciis 
fores ingrederis ecclesiae. Non 
comprobant matrimonium, nisi 



numeres. Non audiunt poeni- 
tentium commissa, nisi sperent 
premium. Sacrificant conducti. 
Non psalluDt gratis, non oraot 
gratis, non imponunt manuro 
gratis; vix procul mota manu 
benedicunt, nisi dederis. Non 
consecrant saxum^ aut calicem, 
nisi data mercede. Quin et illiid 
vere pontificium munus dooendi 
populum, quaestu vitiatum est. 
Denique non impertiunt cor* 
pus Christi> nisi numeres. [£- 
rasmi Adagia, Op. torn. ii. p* 
296.] 
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the sharpness o£ officials in gracing all dues, and the 
eagerness of all ordinaries to extend their jurisdic- 
tkm ; of thee, the great abuses in the probate of 
wills, and the sequestration of fruits; of thee, the ri- 
gorous execution of all canons that bring in profit to 
the court, and the shameful neglect of all others that 
tend only to the reformation of manners. 

IV. The fourth evil is secular business ; wherein 
priests and bishops do now wholly employ their time, 
as servants of men rather than of Gkxl, and mcHre the 
soldiers of this world than of Jesus Christ. Our 
warfare should be to pray devoutly, to read and study 
the scripture diligently, to preach the word of God 
sincerely, and rightly to administer the holy sacra- 
ments. But, alas ! we are entangled in the affairs 
of the world, &c. From these secular occupations 
of the clergy many scandals do ensue. 

1st, The dignity of the priesthood is debased, 
while priests are wrapped up in earthly things, whose 
conversation ought to be in heaven. 

SIdly, The sacred order must needs be debased, 
when there appears no difference between the priest 
and the layman, but according to the prophet Hosea, 
(chap. iv. 9.) there shall be like people, like priest 

Sdly, The order and harmony in the church is 
confounded, when the highest churchmen meddle 
with the meanest and vilest things, and in their 
stead the matters of religion, the high and heavenly 
things, must be handled by the lowest of the people. 

4thly, Great offence and occasion of falling is 
given to the layrpeople, when, by the example of the 
priesthood, instead of being weaned from the world, 
they are taught to be the more addicted to it. jSuch 
woridly^minded priests are the worst of hypocrites. 
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while they go in holy vestments, and live a profane 
Ufe. 

By these four mischiefs among the clergy, the face 
of the church is more wounded, than it was at first 
by the persecution of tyrants, or since by the insults 
of heretics. For by persecuting tyrants the church 
in affliction grew more bright and pure, and the 
church being shaken by insulting heretics, was the 
better grounded and settled in the holy scriptures: 
but by the secular lives of the clergy and their 
worldly dealings, all charity is extinct, and the 
church cannot be wise and strong in the Lord. We 
are sensible that the laity are very apt to oppose the 
clergy ; but, alas ! the danger is in our own opposi- 
tion to the laws of Christ. We are now threatened 
and troubled with heretics ; but, alas ! the most per- 
nicious heresy is in the ill lives of the clergy. St. 
Bernard, preaching to a convocation of the dergj, 
said ; ^^ Many men are catholic in their words and 
" doctrines, who are heretics in their works and 
conversation. They do the same by ill example 
that others do by false doctrine ; i. e. they lead 
people out of the way of truth and righteousness. 
" These men are more dangerous than other common 
" heretics ; as people are led into other pernicious 
" ways more easily by ill examples than by any per- 
" verse teaching." 

So much for the first part. Be not conformed to 
this world. 

The second duty is to be reformed. The refor- 
mation of the state of the church must begin fi'om 
you fathers, and be followed by us, as sons and 
brethren. The way I presume to refcMTn the 
church is not so much to make hew laws, (we have 
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enougb, too man^p^,). b\it to put the present laws in 
execution. To this purpose rehearse the ancient 
canons. 

. I. The canons that warn you, holy fathers, to lay 
hands suddenly on no man ; not to be too easy in 
admitting men to holy orders. This gate, alas ! is 
kept too wide and open. Multitudes thrust in, who 
have little learning, and less religion in them. But 
the best qualification is go9d morals and serious 
piety. 

II. Rehearse the canons that command the bene- 
fices of the church to be given to the most worthy ; 
iiot by near relation, or carnal affection, or any other 
respect of persons ; whereby it happens that boys, 
and blockheads, and sots, do now reign and rule in 
the church, instead of grave, and wise, and good n^en* 
. III. Rehearse the canons against simony and cor- 
rupt procuring of benefices ; a prevailing infection, 
that eats like a canker in the minds of the clergy ^i 
and prostitutes them to the most servile and the 
most mercenary ways of getting preferment. 

IV. Rehearse the canons against non-residence. 
How many evils grow frona hence ! All the care of 
souls is left to poor curates ; and these insufficient, if 
not scandaloi^s. 

. V. Let all canons be recited that concern the 
liyes of the bishops and clergy, that forbid every man 
in holy orders to be either a merchant, a usurer, a 
hunter, a gamester, or a soldier ; especially the ca- 
nons that restrain clergymen from the haunting of 
taverns, and keeping company with suspected wo- 
men ^ 

^ Nihil magis optandum, conjugio, liber ac totus ser- 
quam iit sacerdos immimis a viat Domino suo. Nunc vi- 

M 3 
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VI. llecite the canons f<^ the regulation of mo&ks 
and r^gious orda*8 ; that they leave the broad way 
of the world, and go in the strait and narrow way to 
heaven : not negotiating in worldly business, nor at- 
tending and soliciting in the courts of princes. 

VII. Above all, reverend fathers and bishops, re* 
cite the canons that concern yourselves ; and espe- 
cially those which relate to your fair and canonical 
election in the chapters of the respective cathedral 
churches : the neglect of these canons has been the 
reason that bishoprics have been disposed of more 
out of favour to men, than any respect to the grace 
of God ; so that we have l^hops who have little ijf 
the spiritual persons in them, earthly rather ihsBik 
heavenly, savouring of the things o( this world more 
than of the spirit of Christ. 

Let the canons be recited ci the residence of bi- 
shops within thdr respective dioceses ; that they 
look diligently to the cure of souls, sow the seed c^ 
the word of God, shew themselves in their own ca- 
thedrals, especially on the greater festivids ; offidaie 
sometimes in their own persons; do sacrifice for 
their people ; hear the petitions and pleas of the 
poor ; support the fatherless and widow, imd exeiv 
cise themselves in the works of charity. 

Recite the caxions for a due distribution of the re- 
venues of the church ; not to squander them away 
in costly buildings, nor in sumptuous apparel, nor m 
extravagant feasting^ not in the raising of kinsmen, 
much less in the keeping of hounds ; but in things 

demus mundum esse plenum millia sacerdotum palam con* 

sacerdotibus concubinariis. Est cubinariorum. Nam tales sin* 

apud Germanos episcopus qui- gulis annis pendunt aliquid epi- 

dam^ qui ipse dixit in convivio ; scopo — [Erasmi Resp. in Not. 

uno anno ad se delata undecim N. Beddfie. Op. torn. ix. p. 401.] 
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prbfitaUe and neoessary for the church. R^IneIIlb^F 
GM;. Austin the monk (while bishop of England) had 
this rule given to him by pope Gregory, to make a 
partition of the goods of the church into four equal 
riiares ; one for- the support of the lashop and his fa- 
mily; a second, to maintein the inferior clergy; 
^a liiird, to uphold and repair the buildings of the 
Church ; and a fourth, to relieve the poor. 

Let the canons be recited, (even over and over,) 
that would purge away the corruption of their courts, 
the arts, the .frauds, the many ways of getting and 
catching money by that sordid covetous humour that 
is the cause of all our mischie&j the fountain of all 
iniquity. 

Lastly, let tliose canons and constitutions be re*- 
newed that enjoin the celebration of councils, and 
eqiedally of provincial synods for the reformation of 
the church. Nothhig can be more to the detriment 
of the church of Christ, than the want of such ge- 
iwral and provincial assemblies. When these several 
canons have be^i recited, with such as relate to the 
cacrection of manners, there will want nothing but a 
^ and impartial execution of them ; that having a 
W of the churchy we may live actx^rding to that 
^w. And the execution and observation of these 
<^anon8 must begin with you, our bishops and go- 
vernors. Your example must teach axkl direct all 
other orders and degrees. It is your light must 
shine before us ; that we sons may see how to follow 
^ mv fath»'6 steps. 

When once the clergy are thus reformed in the 
dwrch, we are then in a right method of proceeding 
to the reformation of the laity ; who will then readily 
comply with us : for the body foUows the soul ; and 

m4 
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such as are the rulers of the city, such will be the in- 
habitants thereof. So likewise will the people soon 
be good, if the priests are so : our good lives will 
teach them more effectually than all our sermons and 
discourses to them ; our piety and virtue will even 
compel them to come into the right way, more 
powerfully than all your suspensions, excommunicar 
tions, and other cursings and terrors of the church. 

If you would bring the lay-people to Uve accord- 
ing to your wish and will, ye must first walk your- 
selves according to the will of God. You would have 
them obedient to you ', and. St. Paul doth so advise 
them, Heb. xiii. 17. But then the foundation of that 
obedience must be to take heed to yourselves, &c. 
You would be honoured of the people, as St. Pau 
again requires, 1 Tim. v. 17. But then ye must 
rule well. Ye must likewise labour in the word 
and doctrine ; and so shall ye be counted worthy of 
doubte honour. 

You would have your tithes and offerings, and all 
sort of church dues without suit or contention for 
them, as St. Paul has provided, Rom. xv. 27- But 
surely then you should sow your spiritual things, be^ 
fore you can expect to reap their carnal things. 
Would you be so hard and unjust upon them as 
to reap where you did not sow] and to gather where 
you have not strowed ? 

You would have what ye call the liberties and 
franchises of the church, i. e. the clergy exempted 
from secular judges ^. This also is reasonable ; for 

^ The exemption of the clergy their sermons and writings. In 

from punishment by the civil a treatise of the Soul of Man, 

magistrate, was the doctrine of printed about the time of this 

the poj}ish clergy in most of sermon, we find what follows 
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it is written in the Psalms, Toveh not mine anointedi 
Psalm cv. IS'' . But if je desire this liberty, be not 
in bondage to the world, assert within yourselves 
the liberty of the gospel, that liberty wherewith 
Christ, hath made you free. Set your hearts and af- 
fections upon his service, which is perfect freedom. 
Serve God, and reign in him ; and then, believe me, 
tha people will not touch their Lord Gods anointed: 
In this admirable sermon, it is observable, the 
preacher had first made an apology, that he, a ser-^ 
vant, should presume to advise the lords ; and that 
the son should undertake to teach the fathers: 
" Truly this," says he, ^ had been more fit for the 
" fathers themselves. You prelates might have done 
" it with a graver authority and greater wisdom; 
^^ But the command of the most reverend father and 



in the ivth chap. Speaking of the 
dygnite of preestes, and how the 
vertu of the sacramentes is not 
lessed or myhyshed throwe the 
synnes of the receyver, and how 
God will not that seculers of 
the worlde correct the niynys- 

ters of holy chyrche " To 

'^ God it loogeth only for to 
** correct them for theyr de- 
** fautes, and so I wyl it be, for 
** if the excdleoce and autorite 
*' that I have gyve to them that 
" yt is from subjectyon of tem- 
*' poral lordes, temporal lawe 
** may uothyng punish them, 
" but he only that is set aboue 
** for to mynystre in my lawe 
** that am endless God, (as be 
'* such as are anoyut^d of me,) 
** they should correct them un- 
*' der me» whan they trespasse, 
"and therefore by holy wryte 
" 1 have sjatd thus, NoUte tan-* 



'* gere, &c. to temporal lords ; 
** touch not my Crystes that be 
** my mynestree, which be an- 
" oynted of me," &c. 

^ In the solemn dispute upon 
this subject in the Black-fryers, 
by the king's command, in 
April 1515, the abbot of Win- 
chelcumb, advocate for the 
clergy, did gravely produce thia 
text, as giving an exemption by 
divine right, and malnng any 
proces9 against a clerk before^ 
a teniporal judge to be mal^m 
in le, as Cjontrary to the 0x-r 
press commandment of Jesua 
Christ ; Nolite tangere Christo$ 
ineo$: to which Dr. Standish; 
advocate for the king and civil 
government, gave such a clea? 
answer, that no reply was made 
to it. [Kellway's Reports* 
Trin. 7 Hen. VIII.] 



170 THE LIFE OF 

*' lord, the archbishop^ president of this synod, nmat 
** be obeyed ; I must submit to the burden he has 
** laid upon me, (in truth too heavy for my shoulders,) 
^ and bear it in remembrance of what the prophet 
« has said, Obedience is better than sacr^>cer And 
he concludes with another decent apology for the 
freedom he had taken. '* I have mentioned, re- 
^* verend fathers and brethren^ the particulars I 
^ thought proper for the reformation of our ecdesi- 
« astical affairs, I trust, that of your benignity ye 
^ will take all in good part. If I have gone beyond 
^ my due bounds, or have spoken with too much 
<< warmth ; forgive a man that speaks out of pure 
^ zeal, heartily lamenting the breaches and decajs of 
*^ the church. Consider the matters well; and be 
^ not offended at my manner of delivery. Oouader 
" the sad estate of the church ; and use all your 
^ utmost endeavour to repair and reform it. Suffer 
^ not this great assembly to meet and depart in 
^< vain. Suffer not this sjmod to be held to no end 
and purpose. Truly ye have before met in convo- 
cation * ; but if, by your favour, I may speak the 






^ Upon the great hopes and to which ig now added an Ap- 

expectations from the first con- pendix of bishop Andrews aod 

vocation of the prelates and Dr. Hammond's solemn Feti- 

clergy after the restauration of tion and Advice to the Codvo- 

King Charles II. for a sort of cation, &c. Cambridge, i66j. 

precedent and rule to them, 8vo. 

this sermon of Dr. Colet was This discourse being latdy re- 
printed in English, under this printed in the Phoenix, irom Mr. 
title ; A Sermon of Conform- Smith's edition in full kogth) 
ing and Reforming made to the editoV speaks of it in ^^ 
the Convocation at St. Paul's following words : 
Church in London, by John '* Dr. Colet's s^mon, ivllich 
Colet, D. D. Dean of the said ** stands foremost in this voium^ 
Church : upon Rom. xii. 2. ^' and is perhaps one of the 
Be ye reformed^ &c. writt an •* oldest, as well as one of tie 
hundred and fifty years since : ^ honestest, extant in tbe £og' 
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truth, I bSLVB not deen any good come of it to the 
dmrch. Go on now, in the holy Spirit ye ha^e 
called upon ; and by the aid of that Spirit, pre- 
siding over this council, dd^ate, detemine, and or- 
ddin Mdi things as may be to the interest of the 
diuK^, to your own praise, and to the honour of 
Ood : unto Whom we ascribe all honour and glory, 
now and f^ eirer« Amen^ 
I cannot but here observe, that the same zeal^ 



^ Ush toBgue, is upon all tbese 
'^aocoants singulai^jr valuable. 
"This piece we inight trast 
** alone into the worlds without 
^ passport or recommendatioii ; 
**• fTh^^ We ooosider it purely 
" as a serflaon» with respect to 
** the language and ornaments 
** of speech, though fmeached in 
"the leign'of Henry VIL or 
** with respect to the matter and 
** doctrine, though hi the days of 
** pipMy. But the present age 
''abounding with infinite va- 
*'* riety of excellent new ser* 
"Motis apen all lexts, which 
'* Boay tefi^ the isjmdidous to 
"ask, XVhy an old sermon 
"tipMkiis? it may not be amiss 
" to flss^ the f eaddB In 4he 
" words of an illustrious prelate, 
* and shew there is a wonderftil 
** historical use in an old ser- 
"mon, as well as in an old 
"medal. 

"When I writ," says his 
lordship, "my History of the 
" Beformation, I had Dr. Co- 
" Wt*s sermon in my hands : 
" and once I intended to have 
" published it, as a piece that 
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might serve to open the 
iBCene, and to shew the state 
of things at the first begin* 
nings of the reformation : but 
I was diverted from it by 
those imder whose direction 
I put the work. They 
thought it might have been 
judged, that I had inserted it 
on des'^ to reflect on the 
present, as well as on the 
past, state of things. I sub- 
mitted to their advice, &c. * 
** By his lordship*s manner 
of taking n&Uce he had Dr. 
Colet's sermoBi ia his handi^ 
he suffioiendy intimates, that 
it was scarce as well as valua- 
able, and not to be met widi 
but among the euriouiB : and 
since the reasons and regards 
which diverted his lorlship 
from publishing it in the reign 
of Charles II. are, it is to foe 
hoped, in a great measure 
changed, or ceased in these 
days; we persuade ourselves, 
the reviving and pufolishing it 
now in the Phoenix will meet 
withimiversal satisfaction.** 



* [Reflections on a book concerning the Rights, Powers, &c. of an English 
CoBTOcation.] 



178 THE LIFE OF 

and pious strain, appears in other writings of his; 
particularly in his Comment upon the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians : where he makes use of the same 
vehemency of speech, and breathes out his soul in 
most passionate desires of reformation ; and yet at 
the same time doth it with so much tenderness and 
candour, without the least assuming to hinbself, or 
being dogmatical in his opinion, that I am persuaded 
the conclusion is worth inserting among the notes, 
in order to shew the winning way he had as to 
others, and the modesty and humility, as well as the 
weightiness and importance of what he said ^. 

It is very observable, that in this sermon of dean 
Colet to a popish sjrnod, there is no manner of po- 
pery, but in the phrase of doing sacrifice^ which was 
at that time common language for saying mass ; 
and the exemption of the clergy from the civil ma- 
gistrate ; which by a long prescription was become 
then in effect the law of the land : he seems indeed 
to claim it by divine right ; perhaps in compliance 
with the stiff humour of the clergy in those times. 

This, though large, abstract of the foregoing ser- 
mon will probably be thought not sufficient ; because 
we have very little or nothing of this great man ex- 
tant besides. For though we have large catalogues of 

' — Nos autem quicquid in ' sit quod eos oflendat qui meli- 

hoc argumentum contulimus, ori sunt judicio, id redai;^!, re* 

quanquam non aliis quam no- pelli, et in me rejici noo reca- 

bismet ipsis scripsimus, tamen sabo; agnosco enim infirmita- 

si fortasse heec nostra, quaecun- tern meam : agnosco etiam 

que sunt, aliquando in alioruni omnia omnibus ex gratia esse, 

manus inciderint, quicquid in ut possumus et debemus illud 

his legent, eos precor ut boui apostolicum dicere ; Non sutmu 

consulant. Tribuentque soli sufficientes ex nobis, quasi ex 

Deo, si quid repererint quod nobis, sed iota nostra suffiaen- 

recte dicitur : sin vero aliquid tia a Deo est. 
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Ihe works of Dr. Colet, by Bale 5 aiid Pitts *^ ; yet, ex- 
cepting the Rudiments of Grammar, we have nothing ^ 



g — Ego nihilomiftus ipsum 
multa scripsisee comperii ; sed 
ideo publicare noluisse, quod 
fiierit Grseci sermonis imperi- 
tus, sine quo ssepenumero se 
nihil esse fatebatur. Nam ista, 
divaricatis pagellis in secretis- 
simo suae bibliothecae loco, sunt 
post ^us mortem reperta> ut 
ab amico quodam accepi, 

De Puerili Institutione, lib. i. 
Accipe optime ac literatis- 
sime. 

De Moribus componendis, 
lib. i. Hosce articulos praecep- 
tor recita. 

EnarraManes in Paulum^ lib. 
liy. 

In Proverbia SalomoniSf lib. i. 

In Evangelium MattfuEi, lib. i. 

Epistoke ad Erasmum, lib. i. 
Nod facile credideris, Erasme. 

De Kejbrmidatione Christie 
lib. i. 

In Symbolum Rdd, lib. i. 

In Precationem Dominicainf 
lib.i. 

Condones ordinaruB, lib. i. 

Condones extraordinaruBy 1. i. 

Ad Convocationem Cleri, lib. i. 

Breviloquus Dictorum Christie 
lib.i. 

Ad Argumenta Erasmi, lib. i. 

Exceptiones Doctorumy lib. i. 

Atque alia, sed omnino im* 
perfecta. [Balei Script. BHt. 
Cent. V, 4to. 1548.] 

^ It is well known that Bale 
did multiply the works of his 
authors; and that Pitts gene- 
rally made bold to increase the 
catalogue of them : as here 
Pitts added to the works of 
Colet, Fita Hominis Christiani. 
2. Ortolan. 3. EpistokB ad Tho- 



mam Tailerum. And Mr. Wood 
doth mention Commentani in 
Ei^clesiasticam Di, Dionysu Hi-r 
erarchiamj MS. This is in the 
public library at Cambridge, ad 
calcem Com. in Epist ad Rom, 
et Corintfuos. The title of it 
stands thus: Jo, Colet de An- 
gelis Cwlestiqite Hierarchia se^ 
cuius Dionysium. At the end 
of his Com, m Rom. OxonitSf 
is added, that which shews they 
were his prelections there, llie 
daily Devotions, printed in his 
name, cannot be said to be all 
of his composition. 

There is still another manu- 
script of the dean*s, now in the 
possession of Roger Gale, esq. 
which seems to be an analyti- 
cal comment on all the cano- 
nical epistles. The reverend 
Dr. Tho. Gale conjectures it to 
be Dr. Colet*s from the likeness 
of expression found in his other 
writings; and from what he 
calls an uncorrectness, which he 
was subject to, by reason of his 
more regarding sense than 
words. 

' Mr. Wood has a little ex- 
patiated upon the hint given by 
Bale: as for the things he 
wrote, they are many; which 
being found in his study, after 
his death, few understood them, 
because written only for his 
own understandings with inten- 
tions, if life had been spared, 
that they should have been all 
fairly transcribed and published. 
(Athens Oxon. vol. i. col. i.) 
But for such intentions there 
can be no authority. The con- 
trary is rather probable, that he 



174 



THE LIFE OF 



entire but this single sermon: the Latin original 
whereof is no where to be found but in the public 
library at Oxbn, among archbishop Laud's MSS. 
though printed ; which, with the English translation, 
(written probably by the dean himself,) since it is 
also a great rarity, deserves a place in the appendix. 
Erasmus excuses him for not leaving more in 
writing, telling us, '* he could not bear, that the 
standard of a good style should be taken from the 
exact rules of grammar: which, he would often 
** aflEirm, did rather obstruct the purity of the lan- 
guage ; not to be attained but by the reading of 
the best and purest authors. He suffered bj this 
opinion : for when by genius and learning he had 
a noble eloquence, and the perfect command of any 
subject ; yet in writing he did sometimes faU un- 
** der the censure of the critics. And it was for 
this reason, I presume, that he abstained from the 
writing of books. Though I wish,'' says that great 
man, ^^ that he had not abstained : I ftbould value 
" the thoughts of such a man, in whatever language 
" they were dressed^." 

It were to be wished, that we had some remains 
of the convocation in 1511, or of a former in 1509. 
In one of which I doubt not it would appear, that 
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was averse to the publishing any 
of his writings. 

^ Recte loquendi copiam non 
ferebat peti e praeceptionibus 
grammatieorum ; quas assevere* 
bat ofiicere ad bene dicendum ; 
nee id contingere, nisi evolven- 
dis optimis autoribus : sed hu* 
jus opinionis ipse poenas dedit ; 
cum enim esset et natura et 
eruditione facundus, ac dicenti 



mira suppeteret oratioDis uber- 
tas, tamen scribens subinde k- 
bebatur in hh qusa solent oo* 
tare critici ; alque bac, ui Mor, 
gratia, a libris scribendis absd- 
nebat: atqtie uUnam non ftb- 
stinuisset ; nam huju$ viri co- 
gitationes, quacunque etiam 
lingua proditas, optarim. {E- 
ras. Jod. Jon. £p. edit. BasJ 
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the preacher, dean Coiet, was (although he had made 
use of great freedom of speech in his sermon) elected 
prdbcutor, and by his prudence and learning ma- 
naged and restrained the spirit of persecution that 
was then fermenting among the inferior popish 
dergy. When one of the seniors of them was ar- 
guing fiercely for putting heretics to death, and it 
was made a question, whether the scriptures did any 
where command it ; the man, with great eagerness, 
offered to quote Titus iii. 10. jHteretieum haminem, 
post unam et secundum earreetionem, devita ; taking 
it for granted, that devitare in the Latin was de 
vita toUerey to kill, or take away life. Erasmus upon 
that place, in his Annotations, says ; *^ None should 
^' suspect this to be my invention ; I had it from Dr. 
'^ Colet, a man of known integrity, who was prolo- 
" cutor when this thing happened in convocation \^ 



'Erasmi Ahnotat. in Epist. 
adlitum cap. iii. com. lo. ffe- 
telkam devita. Hie locus est, 
quem senex theologus, et in 
primis severus, in conciiio pro- 
duxit. Cum venisset in ques- 
tionem, num quis esset locus 
in Uteris canonicis, qui jube- 
ret hsredcum affici supplicio 
capitis ; Devita, inquit» devita ; 
putans devitare Latinis esse de 
«iio toUere, Id ne quis suspi- 
cetur meum esse commentum, 
acoepi ex Jo^ne Coleto, viro 
spectatse integritatis, quo prs- 
sidente res acta est. 

Erasmus had before told this 
story very diverting! j in his Wb- 
n« Encam^ And therefore it 
oduld not so well happen in the 
convocation of 151T, 3 Hen. 
VIII. as it might in 1509, 
I Hen. VIII. because the Mo- 



ria Encomium seems to be writ- 
ten and published between 
these two meetings : for though 
Erasmus^ by way of amusement^ 
pretends he wrote it in his pas- 
sage over the Alps from Italy ; 
yet he really drew it up in 
England, even in the dwelling- 
house of master Moore, at 
whose suggestion he wrote it, 
and sent it over to be printed 
in France, as he afterwards con- 
fessed to Martin Dorp. Diver- 
sabar id temporis apud Morum 
meum, ex Italia reversus, ac re- 
num dolor complusculos dies 
domi continebat, et mea bib- 
liotheca nondum fiierat ad- 
vecta; tum si roaxime fuisset, 
non sinebat morbus quicquam 
in gravioribus studiis acrius 
agitare. Coepi per otium Morias 
Encomium ludere ; nee in hoc 
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That blundering way of perverting the scriptures, 
by catching at the very sound of the words in the 
vulgar Latin, was a common practice among the mas- 
ters and doctors of that age. Melancthon gives a 
like instance in a professor of divinity, who ex- 
pounded the text. Rex Salem panem ac vinum 08- 
tulit ; not thinking Salem was the proper name of a 
place, he ran out into a long dissertation about the 
nature of salt, as well as of bread and wine ^. And 
so, paveant illi non paveam ego, was a good proof, 
that the pravest was not to pave before his own door. 

The dean's two sermons of war preached before 
Henry VIIL when he was entering upon a war with 
France, are lost. Some account indeed is giveii of 
them by Erasmus, and by archbishop Parker, (who, 
no doubt, was the compiler, or at least the director 
of the lives of his predecessors,) by collating both 
which writers we may collect these matters of fact ; 
that dean Colet, for his plainness and fr&edom, and 
scriptural way of preaching, lay uiider the suspicion 
of heresy, and had hardly escaped a persecuticm 
upon it. The same adversaries, in the name of the 
church, were lying in wait for him at every sermon 
he preached, especially in the city, and about the 
court. The convocation sermon was under the com- 
mand and protection of the archbishop, lord chancel- 
lor of England ; and was much the safer for it. 

But it was with the greatest impatience that his 



sane ut ederem, sed ut morbi 
molestiam hoc velut avoca- 
mento levarem, &c. [Eras. 
Epist. ad Dorpium dat. Antw. 

MDXV.] 

°™ Nuper quidam ex magistris 
nostris^ cum enarraret ea quae 
de Melchisedeck in Genesi pro- 



dita sunt^ rex Salem panem ac 
vinum obtulit, non animadver- 
tens Salem loci nomen esse, 
multa de condiment! vi ac na- 
tura disseruit: imposuit enim 
bono viro vocum affinitas. [Elo- 
quentiae Encomium Phil. Me- 
Ian. 8vo. p. 104.] 
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enemies watched some oth^r opportunities against 
him ; and they thought it would as well serve their 
purpose, if, instead of the suspicion of heresy, they 
could fix the misprision of treason upon him. Hence 
the king having resolved upon a war with France, 
they suggested to his highness, that dean Colet had, 
at this juncture, preached up this false doctrine; 
that the most dishonourable peace was preferable to 
the justest war. Two of the Franciscan friars, Stan- 
dish and Bricot, (the first of which was soon after a 
bishop,) opened against Colet upon this occasion; 
and one of them loudly, in his pulpit, declaimed 
against poets, meaning the dean, as well versed in the 
dassics, and a good master of music, though other- 
wise far from a maker of verses. The young king 
hearing of these complaints, gave a signal instance 
of his prudence and moderation : he sent for dean Co- 
let, and in private advised him to go on in reproving 
and reforming a corrupt and dissolute age, and to let 
his light shine in the midst of so much prevailing 
darkness. He was not ignorant, that this had pro^ 
voked some of the prelates against him ; but for his 
own part, was sensible what service and honour he had 
done to the whole nation by his sound preaching and 
good living : and he therefore told him, he would 
humble his adversaries, and satisfy the world, that they 
who struck at Dr. Colet should not go unpunished. 
The dean thanked the king for his royal goodness to 
him ; but as to any punishment of his unreasonable 
adversaries, he did not desire that any should suf- 
fer on his account ; he would rather give up his 
deanery, and live altogether in privacy and silence". 

^ — Non conquievit tamen odium ; tentavit aulam regiam 
Mnia [ej^acofi Londinetisifi] in Coletum condtare, atque iin« 

N 
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But soon after", another occasion offered its^, 
wherein they thought ' verily they should do his 



priinis regem ipsum ; jam aliud 
telum nacti, quod piiblice dtz- 
iMet m coDcione, pacem ini^ 
quam pneferendam bello e- 
quissimo; id temporis enim 
ftdomabatur bellum in Gailos ; 
et hujus fabulx non minimam 
partem Minorite duo agebant : 
quorum alter fax belli, mitram 
meruit; alter bonis lateribus 
yociferabatur in concionibus in 
poetas: sic enim desrgnabat 
Coletum, cum is a poeticis nu- 
meris esset alien issimus, alioqui 
Hon imperitus musices. Hie 
rex, egregius juvenis, dedit evi- 
dens specimen ingenii sui r^no 
dignissimi, privatim hortans Co- 
letum, pergeret sua doctrina li- 
bere succiurere moribus ejus se- 
culi corruptissimis, neque sub- 
duceret lucem suam temporibus 
tenebricosissimis : se non igoo- 
rare, quid in ilium stimularet 
episcopos illos, neque nescire 
quantum ipse fructus attulisset 
genti Britannicse sua vita, sa- 
craque doctrina. Addebat sese 
sic cohibiturum illorum conatus, 
ut aliis liqueret non impune 
fore, si qui Coletum impeterent. 
Hie Coletus egit quidem gra- 
tias pro animo regio ; caeterum 
quod obtulit, deprecatus est ; 
negans se velle, ut ciiiquam pe- 
jus esset sua causa, se potius 
cessurum munus quod gerebat. 
" — Sed aliquanto post data 
est illis ansa, ut sperarent jam 
posse confici Coletum. A Pascha 
parabaturexpeditio in Gallos : in 
die Parasceves Coletus apud re- 
gem et aulicos mire concionatus 
est de victoria Christi ; adhor- 
-A tans Christianos omnes, ut sub 



regis sui vexillo militarent, ac 
▼incerent: etenim qui odio, qui 
ambitione, mali pugnarent com 
malis, seque vicissim trudda- 
fent, non sub Cbrisd, sed sub 
diaboti signis militare; simul- 
que ostendit, quam res esset ar- 
dua Cfaristianam obire mortem ; 
quam paud bellum ausdpereDt, 
non edio aut cupiditate vitiad; 
quam vix consisteret eundem 
habere fratemam chantatem, 
sine qua nemo visurus esaet 
Deum, et ferrum in fratns vis- 
cera demei^ere. Addidit, nt 
Christum principem suum imi- 
tarentur, podus quam Julios et 
Alexandres. Multaque alia turn 
declamavit in banc sententian, 
sic, ut rex nonnibil metoeret, 
ne haec concio adimeret aDimos 
militibus, quos educebat Hoc 
velut ad bubonem omnes con- 
volant mali ; sperluites fore, ut 
r^gis animus jam jn ilium poassit 
exacerbari. Accersitus est Co- 
letus jussu r^s ; venit; praosus 
est in monasteriolo Francisca- 
noi;um, quod adhaeret regie 
Greenwicensi. Rex ubi sensit, 
descendit in hortum monasteni; 
et Coleto prodeunte, dximt 
suos omnes. Ubi solus esset 
cum solo, jussit, ut tecto ca- 
pite fiEuni^ariter colloqueretur; 
atque ita exorsus est juvenis 
humanissimus : " Ne quid te- 
" mere suspiceris, decane; non 
" acceruvi te, quo turbem tuos 
" sanctissimos labores, quibus 
" unice feveo, sed exonerem 
" conscientiam meam scrupow 
" aliquot, tuoque consilio rec- 
" tius satisfaciam officio weo. 
Venun ne totum colloquium t^ 
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business* The archbishop, according to custom, was 
to make a list of Lent preachers, to be appointed to 



petam, quod fere sesquihoram 
productum est. Interim in aula 
ferociebat Bricotus, existimans 
periciitari Coletum; cum per 
omnia cohveniret illi cum rege, 
nisi quod rex optabat, ut quod 
Coletus vere dixisset, diceret 
aliquanto explanatius ob rudes 
milites, qui secus iuterpreta- 
leutur, quam ipse dixisset^ vide- 
licet Chnstianis nullum esse 
bellujn justum. Coletus pro 
sua prudentia, proque singulari 
auimi moderatione, non solum 
animo regio satisfecit^ verum 
etiam auxit gratiam pristinam. 
Ubi reditum est in regiam ; rex 
dimissurus Coletum, allato po- 
culo, prs&bibit illi ; et complexus 
liOmioem bumanissinie, omnia- 
que poUicitusquae sint ab aman-. 
ttssimo rege expectanda, diraisit. 
Jam aulioa turba cii'cumstans, 
expectabat exitum ejus collo- 
quii. Ibi rex omnibus audien- 
tibus, ** Sous," inquit^ " cuique 
*' doctor esto, et suo quisque fa- 
" yeat; hie est doctor meus." Ita 
discesserunt quidam lupi (quod 
aiunt) hiantes, et praecipue Bri- 
cetiis; nee ab eo die quisquam 
est ausus impetere Coletum. 
[Erasmi Epist. Jod. Jonse^ p. 

S79-] 
— Cum ex more archiepi- 

seopus designaretquosdam prse- 

dicatores, qui diebus Dominicis, 

Mercurii, atque Veneris in sep- 

timanis quadragesimalibus co- 

raui rege concionarentur ; proxi- 

matunc sequenti quadragesimali 

Coletus die Veneris ante Pascha, 

qui a Pontificiis sanctus dice- 

batur, jussu archiepiscopi con- 

cionem coram rege habens do- 



cuit, quomodo sub Christi vex- 
illis militandum Cbristianis fue- 
rit. Eo tempore rex in Gallos 
bellum parabat. Ac Coletus, 
cum de sedandis principum dis- 
cordiis, 'Christianisque a bello 
revocandis multa, eaque mint 
facundia protulisset, subjunxit ; 
his qui sub Christi viexillis pug- 
nant, Christi humilitatem, non 
Alexandri, aut Julii C«saris, 
aut similium imperatorum fero- 
ciam esse proponendam. Rex 
aliquanto turbatus ac veritus ne 
suorum ducum atque procerum 
animos tarn piee ac disertae ora- 
tionis vi a bello in Gallos sus- 
cepto flecteret, ac averteret, 
finita concione eum accersivit. 
Id Londinensis episcopus sui- 
que asseclse, qui invisum Co- 
letum habebant, in eam par- 
tem interpretabantur, ac si Co- 
letus, qui contra regis senten- 
tiam atque mentem tanracriter 
prsedicaret, veniret regi in pro- 
ditionis suspicionem, et regb 
jussu ad carceres ex aula duce- 
retur; multujue in eum, dum 
adhuc cum rege loqueretur, pe- 
tulanter invecti sunt. At vero 
praeter illorum opinionem, rex 
Coletum valde humaniter comi- 
terque tractavit; eique suum 
de bello Gallico gerendo consi- 
lium et institutum indicavit; 
non se id sponte, sed lacessi- 
tum, et coactum, ac ad regni 
tutelam suscepisse. Proinde, 
quamvis in concione de Chris- 
tiana pietate gerenda^ et omnis 
vindictae cupiditate deponenda 
eleganter atque pie dixisset; ita 
ut suum ipsius animum in Gal- 
loshosttUter affectum pene mi- 

N2 
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preach before the king on Sundajs, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays^ during that holy time ; in which course 
the dean of St. Paul's, Dr. Colet, preached on Good 
Friday ; and treating of Christ's victory over death 
and the grave, he exhorted all Christians to fight 
manfully under this captain of their salvation, and to 
come off more than conquerors. He spoke some- 
what of reconciling the differences of Christian 
states and princes ; and did persuade men to con- 
quer those lustSf Jrom whence come wars and fight- 
ings amongst them. He said, those worldly wicked 
men who fought with one another out of hatred and 
ambition, and were hurried on to slay and to destroy 
one another, did not fight under the banner of Christ, 
but under the ensigns and tokens of the Devil. He 
shewed how hard it was io die a Christian death in 
a day of battle; how few undertake a war, but in 
malice, or avarice, or ambition, or some other unwar- 
rantable passion ; and how inconsistent that imbru- 
ing of hands in blood was with that Christian cha- 
rity, without which no man shall see the Lord: 



tigasset ; tamen, quia hoc hel- 
ium necessitatis, bon voluntatis, 
nee illatio helli, sed Gallicanse 
yis ac injuriee repulsio qusedam 
esset, rogayit euro, ut altera 
concione se ac aulani suam, de 
hello ad incolumitatem, atque 
defensionem patriae Chrisdanis 
suscipiendo> eadem orationis fa- 
cultate, qua de humilitate turn 
docuit, institueret. In quo Co- 
letus non minus regi quam 
Christo ofllicium, atque ohse- 
quium prsestitit. Nam de hel- 
lo Chrtstianis licito gerendo, 
tanta gravftate et eloquentia 
dixit, ut non modo regem at- 
que proceres ad helium jam 



propensos, sed languentes at- 
que timidos contra Galles turn 
incenderet. Rex finita concione 
ei in populi coronagratias ^t, et 
procerihus suis astantihus ; *' Se- 
" quatur," inquit, " quisqtie il- 
*' lumquemraaximeprohatdoc- 
** torem, mihi enim solus Coletus 
" arridet." Post hoc encomium 
regale, Coletus ah inimiconim 
invidia securus, atque tutus, 
£vangelium indies in concioiii- 
hus propagahat; et tam auli- 
cis quam civibus Londinensihus 
(quos oralionis facundia allexit 
et delinivit) auditorihus flore- 
hat. [Antiq. Britan. sub Will. 
Warham. edit. H«d. p. 306.] 
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and he finally exhorted, that they who were finishing 
their warfare under Christ's banner, should not imi- 
tate the Alexanders and the Caesars, and the other 
victorious princes, but their own humble lord and 
master Jesus. The king was a little disturbed at 
this doctrine ; and afraid that such a powerful dis- 
suasive from war might cool the minds of his sub- 
jects, and even intimidate his soldiers, at this junc- 
ture of his declaring a war against France : and 
therefore immediately after sermon he sent for the 
preacher, who waited his majesty's pleasure in the 
Franciscan monastery, adjoining to the royal palace 
at Greenwich. The king went down to walk in 
the convent garden ; and when Dr. Colet came to 
him, he dismissed all his attendants. The bishop of 
London, and his party, who hated the dean, and 
especially friar Bricot, were waiting in the palace ; 
fiill of hopes and expectation that the preacher 
would fall under the suspicion of treason, and the 
king's highest displeasure upon it, and would im- 
mediately be sent from the court to the tower. But 
on the contrary, as the king and dean Colet were 
alone in the garden, his highness commanded him 
to be covered ; and then spoke to him in this friendly 
manner : " Master dean, that you may fear no harm, 
" I sent for you at this time, not to interrupt your 
" holy labours in preaching, which I would rather 
" encourage and promote ; but to disburden my own 
" conscience of some scruples upon it, and by your 
" ghostly advice to direct myself in the present pos- 
" ture of my affairs." The king then told him, that 
he was now engaged in a war against the French 
king ; not at his own desire, but by force and ur- 
gent necessity, for the defence of his kingdom : and 

N 3 



182 THE LIFE OP 

therefore though the doctor, in his truly Christiaii 
sermon, had spoke admirably well of Christian love 
and charity, and of laying aside all thoughts of re- 
venge, and had almost reconciled him to his greatest 
enemies, the French ; yet, since this was a war, not 
of choice, but of necessity, for the defence of his 
kingdom, and undertaken to repel force with force ; 
he must desire him, in another sermon, to defend the 
lawfuhiess of such a war as was defensive, and should 
be entered upon for the honour and safety of our 
country. Dean Colet with all dutiful readiness 
obeyed the king's command ; and at the next op- 
portunity, in the same grave and eloquent way, he 
spoke of the grounds of a lawful war among Christian 
states and princes, with such strength of reason and 
scripture, that he not only confirmed- the king and 
his nobles in their intended enterprise, but even 
raised the spirits of the common people, before cool 
and indifferent in that matter. At the end of this 
last sermon the king thanked him publicly before all 
the people ; and said to his nobles, who stood about 
him, " Well, let every one choose his own doctor ; 
but this shall be my doctor, before all other whatso- 
ever.*' And so the king took a glass of wine, and 
drank to him very graciously, and dismissed him 
with all the marks of affection ; promising him any 
favour at court he would ask for. After this great 
honour done him by the king, his enemies (that 
stood gaping like wolves for a prey) slunk away with 
shame and vexation ; and the dean, now secure from 
their envy and malice, went on in his constant course 
of preaching, and had always a full audience, as well 
of courtiers as of citizens ; who were all pleased, and 
even charmed with his excellent way of preaching. . 
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But for all this, he seems never to have recovered 
the name of orthodox amongst the churchmen dF 
his time, especially those who were called the reli- 
gious; who had a mighty ostentation in valuing 
themselves as such, and throwing the odious and 
dangerous name of heretics upon all who would 
not speak directly in their language ^. 

Erasmus, as well as his friend Colet, was a suf- 
ferer in this cause of the imputation of heresy ; but 
of the two, Dr. Colet, if possible, was the more here- 
tically inclined : and Erasmus does him the justice, 
in giving him the preference of thinking some su- 
perstitions intolerable, which he himself could more 
easily bear ; at least till some; opportunity offered it-^ 
self of reforming the church without disturbing the 
peace of the state. We have an instance of this, 
when they being joint spectators of some supersti- 
tious relics of Tho. a Becket, Colet was out of pa^ 
tisnce to see those silly fopperies ; whereas Erasmus 
was more easy, waiting tiU a proper time shouM 
come of reforming such abuses ^ : for though there 
was great need of reficirmation, yet he judged there 



P Erasmus frequently com- 
plained of this bigotry in the 
time of Dr. Colet. NonnuUi> 
dum videri volunt vehementer 
orthodox!, diris exiecrationibus 
devovent quos vocant fuereti" 
co8f ipsi fortassis digniores hoc 
vocabulo. Qui vult orthodoxus 
videri, mansuetis rationibus ad- 
nitatur, ut qui errat, resipiscat, 
&c. [Adagia Eras.] 

^ In Anglia offerunt osculan- 
dum calceum divi Thomae, 
quondam episcopi Cantuarien- 
sis, qui forte calceus est alicu- 
jus balatronis ; et ut sit, quid 



ineptius quam adorare calceum 
hominis ? Vidi ipse, quura os- 
tentarent linteola lacera, qui- 
bus ille dicitur abstersisse rauc- 
cum narium, abbatem, ac csete- 
ros, qui adstabant aperto scri- 
niolo Fenerabundos, procidere 
ad genua, ac manibus etiam 
sublatis adorationem gestu re- 
prsesentare. Ista Joanni Coleto 
(nam is mecum aderat) vide- 
bantur indigna; mihi ferenda 
videbantur, donee sedaret oppor- 
tunitas ea citra tumultum corri- 
gendi. [Erasmi Modus Orandi. 
Op. torn. V. p. 933.] 
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was more need of peace and quiet, lest the remedy 
should be worse than the disease '. And according^ 
the tumults and distractions in Germany, e^iedalljr 
at Munster, upon the opening of the r^ormatioD, 
did more check and retard the progress of it, than 
all the powers of earth and hell could otherwise 
have done. 

But notwithstanding the infelicity of those times, 
dean Colet was justly valued by all good and wise 
men for his learning and integrity ; and, even in 
spite of his enemies, in favour with the king and 
parliament: so that it seems to have been for lus 
sake, that by an act made in the third year of Henrj 
VIII. 1511, or 1512, (to be seen in the Appendix,) 
the dean of Paul's, for the time being, was made 
one of the examinants and approvers of aU per- 
, sons within the city of London to be admitted to 
practise as physicians or surgeons, and to give lettm 
testimonial under his seal of such trial and aj^- 
bation. 

Nor was he out of confidence in the court of 
Rome, from whence some commissions were di- 
rected to him. There is now in the right reverend 
lord bishop of Peterborough's hands (besides many 
other valuable originals made use of in this work) 
a printed copy of " Letters of Indulgence to the 
Gild or Fraternity of St. George in Soworke, for 
one hundred days of pardon to all that gyve ony 
thyng or help with ony parte of their goodes to 



it 



"^ — Multa ridicula, turn fi- rat ; quoniam perspicit sine tu- 

imt, turn etiam dicuntiir ; et ta- multu corrigi oon posse, leriufi- 

men quanquam docca pietas cu- que ducit tolerare roalum, 

peret haec esse sublata e mori- quam adhibere remediuui. y^O 
bus Christianorum, tainen tole- 
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<< the reparation or maintesyng the serrjce of Al- 
*^ 0Mghty God in the same place, granted by the car* 
'' dinab of Borne, and duly examyned by the right 
*^ wcHTshypfiil mayst^ doctour Collet, dean of Poulles. 
" Emprynted the yere 1513, the 1st day of Decern- 
« bre." 

He was afterwards made chaplain, and (which was 
Qiore) preacher in ordinary to the king'; and (if 
Erasmus is not. mistaken) he was, before his death, 
admitted to be one of the privy councils And 
though he was, in his own mind, above the accept- 
ance of a bishOfMric, yet he was possibly concerned 
in recommending a very worthy member of his own 
church, master Edward Vaughan, doctor of laws, pre* 
bendary of Brounsbury, and canon residentiary and 
treasurer in the cathedral church of PauFs, who was 
consecrated bishop of St. David's, by Richard, Inshop 
of London, and others, at Lambeth, on the 22d of 
Mj 1509. 

This Dr. Vaughan had been a great benefactor to 
St. Paul's, in rebuilding his residentiary house, and 
in distributing com in the late time of scarcity to 
the poor in London ; and he carried down the same 
public spirit into Wales, where he was a very noble 
builder and repairer of the houses and chapels be- 
longing to that see ". 



'Thomas Morus est a const- 
liig; Paceus huic pene Germa- 
Qus, ab epistolis; Gulielmus 
MoQtioiusreginae famulitio pne* 
fectus est ; Joannes Coletus est 
ft sacris concionibu8» Joannes 
Stokesleiiis a sacris — ^Bas. 7. cal. 
Aug. 15 1 8. [Erasmi Epist. lib. 
u* epist. 24. Lond. edit. CoL 
131.] 



'Thomus Morus est regi a 
consiliis, atque item Coletus; 
Thomas Linacrus a cura valetu>- 
dinis : ipse rex foalicissime phi- 
losophatur: reginaliterasamat; 
quas ab infantia fbeliciter didi-' 
cit. Quis non cupiat in tali 
aula vitam agere ? — Lovanii, 
1519. [Eras. Ep.] 

" Magister Edwardus Vaghan, 
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As to the dean, though he was never inclined to 
much company, yet he did now more than ever 
Table his book, his friend, and his prayers, and af- 
fect privacy and retreat for the quieter enjoyment 
of them. 

The death of some of his friends, whom he highly 
esteemed, happening about this time, did also very 
much tend towards the weaning him from this woild:* 
for the sweating sickness raging much in London, 
Erasmus (then at Louvain) and Colet (at home) bad 
almost every day some afflicting news of their friends 
death. But there was none they lamented more 
than Andreas Ammonius% a learned Italian, of 
Lucca in Italy, apostolical prothonotary, the pope's^ 
collector within the kingdom of England, Latin se- 
cretary to the king, in late attendance upon him in 
his wars in France, prebendary of St. Stephen's 
chapel in Westminster; who perceiving the danger 
he was in, made his last will and testament on the 
17th of August, 15179 and died very soon after. In 
his last will he recited his titles and offices, and or* 
dered his body to be buried in the chapel of St 
Stephen in Westminster, or where it pleased his fd- 
low canons there. He left one hundred nobles to 



caDonicus et thesaurarius S. 
Pauli London, electus Mene- 
vensis, consecratus die xxii. 

Jul. 1509. eedificavit sedes 

apud S. Paulum Londini, ubi 
doctor Smythus nuper habita- 
bat; tempore famis distribuebat 
quinsentas marcas pauperibus 
vidnis 8U1S. Hie ssdificavit in 
ecclesia Menevensi capellam S. 
Trinitatis. Hie etiam aedificavit 
capellam S. Justiniani. Hie 
sedificavit magnum horreum 



apud Lantsey. Hie reparavit 
castellum de Llanhavaden; et 
novam capellam ibi sedificavit 
[Historiola Lond. MS.] 

^ — Periit et apud Gallos 
Faustus ; et c^jud Britannos An* 
dreas Ammonius : quorum alter 
diu regnavit Lutetie ; alter ad 
summam dignitatem emersnrus 
erat, si vita diuturnior contigis- 
set. — Basilea, vii. cal. August 

JIDXVIII. 
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Peter de Vannes, his kinsman, (who afterwards suc- 
ceeded him in the office of Latin secretary to the 
kii^,) and the residue of his estate to his mother 
Eliz. de Harena, a matron or widow of Lucca in 
Italy ^. Sir Thomas Moore, then in London, writes 
an account of his death to Erasmus, expressing the 
great danger they were in, when so many died of 
the sickness every day ; when they had lost so many 
of their friends in Cambridge, Oxford, and London, 
and particularly their dear Andr. Ammonius; in 
whom good letters and all good men had an inesti- 
mable loss. '^ He thought himself," says sir Thomas, 
" by his temperate way of living, to be well fortified 
*' against the contagion; and the rather, because 
*' none of his family had yet had it, and it seldom 
^' came but it took the whole house together. Thus 
** he flattered himself in my hearing but a few hours 
" before he died : for of the present sweating sick- 
" ness none die but on the first day *," 



^Testamentum magistri Andr. 
Ammonii clenci. 

In Dei nomine Amen. A. D. 
15 17. die 1 7. Aug. Ego Andr. 
Ammonius clericus, Lucensis, 
prothonotarius apostolicus, san- 
Gtissimi domini nostri papse in 
vegnis Anglise collector, et se- 
lenissimi regis Henrici hujus 
oomiDis octavi a Latinis secre- 
tariiis, licet »ger corpore, mente 
tunen sanus, condo testamen- 
tam — volo quod corpus meum 
ttpeliatur in ecclesia D. Ste* 
plumi prope Westmon. vel ubi 
confratribus meis con-canonicis 
melius visum fiierit. Lego Pet. 
^ Vannes, cognato et conso- 
brino meo, nobiles argenteos 



centum — Residuum matri mem 
Elisab. de Harena, matrons 
Lucensi — ^Executores, Pet. de 
Vannes primum et principalem^ 
cognatum et consobrinum me- 
um ; deinde Benedictum Maro- 
nellum, et Joannem Cappucum, 
mercatores Lucenses — Probat. 
apud Lamehith, ult. die Apr. 
15 1 8. [Ex Offic. Cur. Prcrog.] 
^ Tho. Moms Erasmo Rot. 
S. P. D. — Si unquam alias^ 
nunc maxime in moerore et 
periculo versamur; multis un- 
dique morientibus, omnibus 
fere qui Oxoniae» qui Cantabri- 
giae, qui Londini sunt, intra 
paucos dies decumbentibus : 
amissis plurimis optimis atque 
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Erasmus also, in several epistles, complaii^ how 
man J old Mends he had lost in England ; especially 
in one to Gariere, where he first mentions, as the 
chief and principal of them, this Andr. Ammonius. 
** Good Grod," says he, ** what a dexterous wit, and 
** what a faithful memory was in that man ! Then as 
to his mind and disposition ; how noble and gene- 
rous, how far from enyy ! How great was he in his 
*' own endowments ! As also he was great in the 
** opinion of princes ^ and designed for the greatest 
preferments, but suddenly snatched away at the 
age of forty years *." / 
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honestissimis amicis ; atque in 
his (quod tibi quoque dolori esse 
doleo) Andrea nostro Ammonio, 
in quo et literae et omnes boni 
magnum fecere jacturam. Is 
valde sibi videbatur adversus 
contagionem victus moderatione 
munitus; qua factum putavit, 
ut quum in nullum pene incide- 
rat, cujus non iota familia labo- 
raverat, neminem adhuc e suis id 
malum attigerit ; id quod et mi- 
hi et multis prseterea jactavit, 
non admodum multis boris, 
antequam extinctus est: nam 
hoc sudore nemo nisi primo 
die perit. — Londini, xix. die 
August! . 

It is a mistake in Mr. Wood, 
to say he died in September. 
AthenaeOxon. vol.i. col. 14. 

3^ Rex omnibus, &c. Sciatis 
quod nos considerantes fidele 
servitium quod Andreas Ammo- 
nius, alias dictus Andreas de 
Harena, clericus, noster in lin- 
guk Latina secretarius, in par- 
tibus Italiae oriundus, antehac 
nobis impendit, indiesque ma- 
gis ac magis impendere non de- 
stitit, atque idcirco cupientes 



condignam sibi pro suis mentis 
aliqua in part« referre merce- 
dem, durante vita sua, sit indi- 
gena et ligeus noster. T. R. 
apud Croydon, xii. Apr. r^. 510. 
[Rymer Acta publ. torn. xiiL 
pag. 400.] 

^ Erasmus Rot. Jodoco Ga- 
vero, viro praeter juris profies- 
sionem undiquaque doctissimo. 
— Procul abest ab Italia Bri- 
tannia, sed eniditorum homi- 
num aestimadone proxima est 
Quam multos hie ex vetere so- 
dalitio desidero. Primum An- 
dream Ammonium Lucensem. 
Deum immortalem ! Quanta 
ingenii dexteritate, quam fiddi 
memoria prseditum ! Tum ani- 
mus, quam erat excelsus, quam 
alienus a livore, quam alienus a 
sordibus! Hunc et suis doti- 
bus, et omni principum applau- 
su florentem, maximis rebus 
destinatum, subita mors inter- 
cepit, natu minorem annis qua- 
draginta t cujus equidem deces- 
sum non possum non dolere, 
quoties in mentem venit quam 
mihi fuerit jucunda ejus famili- 
aritas.^ — Basil, i. Mart. 1524. 
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He was prebendary of Fordington and WrithKng- 
ton in the church of Salisbury, on the death of Gun* 
disalvus Ferdinandus, 1513, as Mr. Wood observes. 
And in his prebend of St. Stephen's, Westminster^ 
he was succeeded by another veiy learned man. Dr. 
Tbo. Linacer, the king's physician. 

Within the same year, and possibly of the same dis- 
ease, died another of the dean's friends and brethren. 
Dr. William Lychfield, chancellor of the church of 
Paul's ; who succeeded Gundisalvo Ferdinand in that 
dignity, 20 Dec. 1504, had been admitted rectcu* of 
AUhallows in the Wall, London, March 1, 1474, and 
was collated to the prebend of Chamberlainwood in 
the church of Paul's, Dec. 7, 1485. His will was 
proved 1 517 ^ 

In the same year 1517» in April, died also Dr. John 
Yonge, a very particular patron of JBrasonus, as well 
as an intimate friend of Colet. He was master of 
the rolls, and dean of York. He had been admitted 
rector of St. Stephen's Walbrook, in London, March 
17, 1502^, and before been rector of St. Martin's in 



* Testamentum magistri Will. 
Lychdbld, clerici, die 2 Nov. 
1507. 9 Hen. VIII. Ego Wil- 
lelmus Lychefeld, clericus, com- 
pos mentis, sed eeger in corpore, 
condo testamentum Cor- 
pus sepeliend* in cancello ec- 
elea« paroch* de Willesden, co- 
ram imagine beatissimaeVirginis 

Maris Item, volo quod in 

obitu meo celebrentur exequise 
in ecclesia D. Pauli London, 
com missa de requiem in cras- 
tino, et decanus prsosons habe- 
bit 20«. quilibet canonicus pree- 

Kns 6s, 8d. JLego Tbomse 

Lychefelde, fratri meo apud Car- 
diff, 402. ■ Item, lego magis- 



tro Richardo Foxforde, scholari 
meo Oxon. 13Z. 6s. Sd. — Item, 
domino Andrew Stoketon, scho- 
lari meo Oxon. 13Z. 6s, Sd. 
Probat. apud Lamehith, penult. 
Jan. 1 5 1 7. [£x offic. Cur. Pre* 
rog. MS.] 

*> AniK) 1502. die 17 Mart. 
M. Joh. Yonge, LL. D. ad ec- 
cies. S. Stephani super Wal- 
broke civitat. Lond. vac. per 
mortem M.Wiil. Sutton, S.T. D. 
ult. rectoris, ad prses. honesti 
viriTho. Mansfelde pro hac vice. 
[Reg. Warham, Lond. MS.] 

Johannes Yonge, LL. D. ma- 
gister rotulorum, admissus ad 
decanatum 5. Pet. Ebor. per 
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Oxford, (17 Mi^h, 1500,) afterwards collated bjr 
archbishop Warham to the church of St. MiEa74e- 
Bow, March 19f 1504 ; to the prebend of Holboum in 
the church of St. Paul, by bishop Fitz-James, Novem- 
ber 28, 1511 ; and, upon its resignation, to the better 
prebend of Newington, 11 Feb. 1511. He resigned 
the church of St. Mary4e-Bow, March 19» 15149 and 
was, in March 30 that year, admitted to the church d 
St. Magnus,at the foot of the bridge in London ; which 
he likewise soon after resigned, says Mr. Newcourt, 
mistaking him for John Yqnge, bishop of Callipoti ; 
and so other writers frequently confound them. An. 
1513, 13 Jul. he was presented by cardinal Wolsej 
to the rectory of Therfeld, in the archdeaconry of 
Huntingdon^, void by the death of Gund. Ferdinand; 
was afterwards succeeded in it by Dr. Henry Raw- 
lins ^. After he had been employed in several foreign 
embassies and negotiations, to Philip archduke of 
Austria, in 1504, to the same Philip, king of Castile, 
in 1506, as also to Maximilian the emperor, in 1512| 
to Francis the French king, in 1515, &c. For these 
good services he was made master of the rolls by let- 
ters patents, 22 Jan. 23 Hen. VII. 1507-8, and being 
prebendary of Applethorp in the church of York, he 
was admitted dean in his absence, by the delivery of 
a book, May 17^ 1514. He made his last will and 
testament 25 April, 1516, willing his body to be bu- 
ried in the chapel of the Rolls. He bequeathed to 

tradidonem libri, die 17 Mali, salv. Ferdinand!, 13 Jul. 1513* 

15 14. [Reg. Ebor. MS. penes [Reg. Smyth, Line. MS.] 

dec. et capit.] ^ Mag^ Joan. Rawlyns, S.T. P. 

^ M. Job. Yonge^ LL. D. prsesentatus per Thomam card, 

praesentatus per abb. et conv. de Ebor. virtute concessionis sibi 

Ramsey, ad ecclesiam de Ther- factae per abb. et conv. Ramsey, 

felde^ vac. per mortem Gundi- ad ecclesiam de Therfeld, vacj 
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archbishop Warhain a golden saltcellar, remittJiig a 
debt to him, and appointing him overseer of his last 
will. To cardinal Wolsey he bequeathed a cup ; to 
New coUege, Qxon. six gilt goblets, and the like to 
the college at Winchester, (which makes it -probable 
that he was of Winchester school, and of New college 
aforesaid, as well as his namesake the titular bishop 
of CaUipoli.) Towards making a new conduit in the 
town of Rye he left one hundred pounds, (which 
seems to intimate he was bom there.) He ordered 
the plate that master William Grocyne had pawned 
to him, to be freely restored without principal or 
use of money. And he made his executors Mr. 
John Taylor, Dy. Mayster, Dr. WiU. Throgmorton, 
Mr. William Shragar, and Mr. William Skinner ^. 

On the beginning of the year 1519» died another 
very intimate friend of both Erasmus and Colet, John 
Sixtine, a person of great sincerity as well as other 



per mortem magistri Johannis 
Yonge, 28 April, 1526. [Reg. 
Atwater, Line. MS.] 

^ In Dei nomine Amen. John 
YoDge, master of the roUys, and 
dean of the cathedral church 
of York, 28 Apr. 1516. 8 Hen. 
VIII. My body to be bu- 
ried in the chappie of theRoUes, 
there as the organs now dothe 
stande. Item, I wille that a 
tombe be made over the place 
of my sepulture. Item, I gyve 
andbequethe to my lorde of 
Canterbury a sake of golde, and 
my two gay saltes dene anelyd. 
Item, I remytte clerly to my said 
lorde of Canterbury two billes 
of debte, besechynge his lord- 
ahyp to be good lord unto my 
fendes, and namely to my poor 



servaunts to my lorde car- 

dynal a standinge cuppe 7- 

Unto the new college of Ox^ 

ford, vi guilt gobblettes 

to the new college of Wynches* 
ter vi guilt gobbletts, to the 
makyng of the conduyte in Rye 

c lib. I wyl that master 

Grocen shall have his plate de- 
ly vered unto hym whiche I have 
now in pledge, without any ma- 

ner of redemption I or- 

deyne and make executors M. 
JohnTaylour, Doctour Mayster, 
mayster Will. Throckmorton 
doctour, M. William Shragar, 
and M.'William Skynner. Item, 
I beseche my lorde of Canter- 
bury to be overseer. Probat. 1 7 
Mali, 1 5 1 6. [Ex offic. Cur. Pre- 
rog. Cant.] 
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good qualities, a Phiysian bj birth, bred in the uni- 
versity of Senes in Tusctmj; where he took the de- 
gree of Dr. of both laws, civil and canon ; and he 
was incorporated in Oxford, 89 Nov. 1510, having 
been more than a year in that university ; (as Mr. 
Wood says too sparingly;) for he was in Oxford 
when Colet and Erasmus met there in 1497) as ap- 
pears by an epistle of Erasmus. He was rector of 
Ecclescliffe in the diocese of Durham, (wherein he 
succeeded Dr. West, bishop of Ely,) and of Hakkamb 
in the diocese of Exeter. Mr. Wood says, he was like- 
wise dignified in the church of England, and was 
reckoned one of the foreigners who were excused from 
paying a subsidy to the king anno 1513, (namely, 
Peter Carmelian, Polydore Virgil, Erasmus Roterod. 
Andrew Ammonius, &c.) He made his last wiU on 
the 24th of March, at the end of the year 1518, which 
was proved 17 May, 1519, wherein he willed bis 
body to be buried in that part of Paul's which was 
called Pardon-church-yard, his grave to be covered 
with a marble stone, and a plate of brass on it with 
this inscription. Orate pro anima Johannis Sixtmiy 
&c. As to his estate in Frisia, he gave one moiety 
to the poor of Bolsward in that country, and the 
other half to the monastery erf Owgocloyster, where 
his sister was a professed nun, on condition that his 
brother Albert should enjoy one half part of the profits 
during his life. He gave ten pounds to the repa- 
ration of the church of Eglescliffe in the diocese of 
Durham, though he had not one penny for dilapi- 
dations from his predecessor Dr. West, bishop of Ely; 
and twenty pounds to be distributed among the poOT 
inhabitants of the said parish, for buying of tools and 
instruments necessary for their country labours, at 
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the discretion of his executors. And he left to the 
honour of God and St. Blaze, toward the reparation 
of the church of Hakkamb in the diocese of Exeter, 
though he had there likewise not a penny for dir 
lapidations, the sum of fifteen pounds. He be- 
queathed forty pounds to be distributed for exhi- 
bitions to poor scholars in the universities of Cam- 
bridge and Oxford ; and lastly, twenty marks to 
master Cutbert Tunstal, master of the rolls, whom 
he appoints executor, together with his brother 
Albert^. 
£rasmus, who condoled his death next to that of 



' ^ Testamentum magistri Jo- 
haDDis Sixlrni, clerici. Anno 
MDxviii. die 24 Martii, in qua- 
dam alta camera infra domum 
solits babitationis venenibtiis 
et egregii viri Johannis Sixtini, 
utriusque juris doctoris, infra 
parochiam sancti Gregorii juxta 

ecclesiam P. Pauli Lond. 

voluntatem coudidit in hunc 
modum. £go Johannes Sixd- 
Dus, licet aeger corpore, sanse 
tamen memoriae, condo testa- 
mentum Corpus sepelien- 

dum in claustro vulgariter vo- 
cato Pardon- church-yard, cum 
lapide marmoreo, et parva desu- 
per imagine de sere, cum scrip- 
tura, Orate pro anima Johannis 
Sixtini, &c. Item do et lego 
uniteraa bona mea immobilia 
ubicunque in Frisia sita, dimi- 
dium Christi pauperibus Bols- 
wluidiae, alterum dimidium mo- 
nasterio de Owgocloystre juxta 
Bolswardiam, in qua soror mea 
unica est professa: volens ta- 
men ut' dimidium usus fruotus 
universorum bonorum immo- 
bilium antedictorum habeat fra- 
ter mens, Albertus Sixtinus, du- 



rante vita sua — > — Item lego 
reparationi ecclesiae de £Kle9- 
kliff Dunelm. dio(^. licet nullum 
habui denarium pro dilapidati- 
one a domino episcopo Eliensi, 
qui tenetur secundum ratam 
temporis sui pro dil'apidatione 
ejusdem, decern librassterlingo- 
rum. Item do et lego risinti li- 
bras distribuend. pAupenbus pa- 
rochianis ejusdem parochie pro 
emendis instrumentis rusticia 
sibi necessariis secundum arbi- 
trium executorum meoram — 
Item lego ad honorem Dei et 
sancti Blazii, pro reparatione 
ecclesix de Hakkamb, Exon. 
dioc. licet nullum babuerim de- 
narium pro dilapidatione ejus- 
dem, quindecim libras. Item 
lego quadraginta libras, sciL 
distribuend. pro exhibitione 
pauperum scolarium in univers. 
Oxon. et Cantabr. Item \egq 
M. Cutb. Tunstallo, magistro 
rotulorum, quem nomino, facio 
et ordino executorem una cum 
iratre Alberto, 20 marcas, pro 
labore suo. Probat. 7 Maii, 
1 5 1 9. [Ex Offic. Prerog.] 
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Ammonius, observes, that he was of so strong a con- 
stitution, of body, that without a violent sho(^ of 
sickness, he might have lived to the age of Nestor ; 
that he had a masterly wit, a quick apprehension, 
and tenacious memory : and that, besides the know- 
ledge of both laws in his profession, he was happily 
conversant in every other part of learning ^. 

Another common friend of learning and good men 
was Hugh Oldham, bishop of Exeter, who died 25 
Jun. 1519> after he had passed through several other 
preferments. To the church of Swynested he was 
presented by Margaret countess of Richmond \ the 
king's mother, to whom he was chaplain; which 
church he resigned before the end of the year 1 488. 
He was afterwards presented to Wardeboys ', in the 
county of Huntingdon, by the abbot and convent of 
Ramsey. He had also the rectory of St. Mildred, 
Milk-street, and still more preferments ^ before he 



s — Erat hujus sodalitatis et 
Johannes Sixtinus Pbrysius, qui 
non multo post obiit, sed illo 
[Andr. Ammonio] major; c»- 
terum corpore quod, nisi si qua 
morbi vis incidisset, in Nestoris 
aetatem durare potuisset. Inge- 
nium erat ad omnia versatile; 
memoria prompta, tenaxque. 
Preeter juris utriusque scienti* 
am, quam habebat loco viatici, 
in nulla disciplina non feliciter 
versatus. [Eras. Jod. Gavero 
Bas. cal. Mart, mdxxit.] 

^ Margareta comitissa Rich- 
mond, praesentat mag. Hug. 
Oldham, clericum, ad ecclesiam 
de Swynesheved dioc. Lincoln. 
vac. per mortem ult^ rectoris, 
die 3 Febr. 1493. [Autogr. in 
Reg. Buckden. MS.] 

' -Magister Hugo Oldham, 



presbyter, prsesentatus per ab- 
bat. et conveotum de Ramsey 
ad ecclesiam de Wardeboys, rac. 
per resig. mag. Thorns Hutton, 
31 Martii, 1494. quam resigoat 
die I Mail, 1501. [Reg. Smyth. 
Lincoln.} 

^ Anno 1494. 22 Jul. magis- 
ter Hugo Oldham,^ canonicu^ ii- 
beree capellie regie S. Stephaai 
in Westm. collatus ad ecclesiam 
de Cheshunt, vac. per coosec. 
Willelmiin episc. Cov.etLichf. 
[Reg. Hill. Lond. MS.] 

Anno 1496. II Mart, mag' 
Hugo Oldham, utriusque jiuw 
baccalaureus, presbyter, pne* 
sentatus ad hospitale S. Leo* 
nardi in Bedford, vac* per resig* 
mag. Bemardi Andreee, is Jan. 
1 499. [Reg. Smyth. MS.] 

Anno 1500. *I7 Aug. mag. 
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arrived to the episcopal dignity. He tieis buried 
within his own chapdi, in St. Peter, Exeter. It ap* 
pears by his will, that he was of a very charitable 
aad good disposition, 

I could not omit saying thus much relating to the 
characters of these good men, in justice at least to 
the dean, whose judgment can nerer be enough com- 
mended for making such a choice of friends. 

As to himself; after the mortification he received 
by the ^death of these his friends, he seemed to be 
satiated and cloyed with the world. He would be* 
fore this * have cast himself into some monastery or 
cell for retirement and stricter life, if he could have 
found any wherein studies and devotions had been 
tiie sole enjoyment of those they called relignms ; 
. and now he began to have a return of the same 
thoughts. But his opinion of the English convents 
was, that sloth, and luxury, and pride, had utterly 
corrupted the primitive state and good intention 



Hugo Oldham, utriwsque juris 
boccalaureus, pnes. per ab. et 
eoov. de Ramsey ad ecdesiam 
de Shidingdon, vaCi per moitem 
domini Johannis Raven. 

* Dr. Colet, in his letters to 
Erasmus, was often wishing 
^imsdf out of the noise and 
buny of the world, in some 
biding place, to enjoy his con* 
science, and discharge his duties 
to God: and to such expres- 
sions of his being weary of a tu- 
Bittltaous life, Erasmus gravely 
uid wisely abswered as follow- 
etb: 

— Injucuadus mihi fuit epi- 
stolo tu» finis; cum scribis, 
molestia negotiorum te lolito 
fipraviuavexari : equidem cupiam 



te, quantum potest, longissinM 
a mundanis n^otiis aemoveri. 
Non quod verear^, ne roundus 
hie, ut est hamatus, te sibi ven- 
dicet, ac manus injiciat; sed 
quod malim istud ingenium, 
istam eloquentiani, istam eni- 
ditionem, in solidum impendi 
Christo. Quod si non potes ex- 
plicare te, cavendum tamen ne 
indies altius immergaris. Vinci 
fortasse prsestiterit, quam tanti 
emere victoriam. Maximum 
enim bonum mentis tranquilli- 
tas. Atque hse sunt spins, di- 
vitiarum comites. Interim ma- 
levolorum blateramentis oppone 
rectam et synceram conscienti- 
am; in uuum ilium et sim- 
plicem Christum te collige. 

O 2 
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of most of them *"; he hoped they had not so much 
degenerated in the desert places of Germany, or in 
some of the mountainous parts of Italy: and for 
that reason he had formerly desired Erasmus, at his 
leaving England, to inquire in those countries he 
passed through, whether there really was a religious 
. house, of any order, wherein a man might enjoy a 
private Ufe, and a truly pious, studious, and strict 
society": but meeting with no siich information 
from abroad, and possibly being at that time more 
satisfied in the inexpediency of such a choice, by 
what Erasmus had writ formerly upon this subject 
from Bononia, in two declamations of the praise and 
dispraise of a monastic life % he had for a long time 
done thinking of any such engagement. Yet now, 
towards the close of his life, he seemed in a good 
measure to have resumed the same thoughts again : 
for observing the strictest sect at home were the 
Carthusians, who had more of the iaustere gravity, 
silence, and solitude, than any other order, he was in- 
clined to be near them, though not among them. 

et minus turbabit multiplex mihi delegarat Italiam adituro ; 

mundus. Cantab, v. idus Jul. narrans sese apud Italos compe- 

MDXi. risse quosdam monachos vere 

^ Thou£^h religious houses in prudentes ac pios — Laudabat 
£ngland were generally very et Germanos aliquot, apud quos 
corrupt, yet there were some residerent etiamnum prises re- 
few, where a strict discipline ligionis vestigia. [Eras. Epist 
was kept, and the intention of Jod. Jon.] 
the pious founders in ^ good ° Bononise scripseram deda- 
measure answered ; as the learn- mati unculam in genere suasorio, 
ed Dr. Tanner, by several in'- dehortans a vita monachorum; 
stances, proves, in the preface et rursus adhortans ad hoc vite 
to his Notitia Monastica, genus ; nieo judicio non indig- 

" — Ipsi in votis erat, se nam quae vulgaretur, sed peri- 

prorsus ab hoc mundo extri- erint utrinque extrenue^pagins ; 

care, sicubi reperisset sodaliti* reliquuni adhuc est ih cartis roe- 

um vere conjuratum in vitam is. [Cat. Lucubr. Op. torn, xi.] 
evangelicam; atque id negotii 
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For this purpose (as we are informed by Erasmus) 
he built a convenient, and what they called a mag- 
nificent house within the precinct of the Chartei*- 
house, near Richmond palace : ** He said, he pre- 
^^ pared this seat for his old age ; that, when broken 
with infirmities, and unable to discharge the duties 
of his fimction, he might here retire from the 
** world, and with two or three choice friends (among 
** which he was wont to reckon me) study and prac- 
•* tise the true Christian philosophy. Yet death pre- 
^^ vented him. He was taken with the sweating 
sickness, a disease peculiar to England : and re- 
lapsing into it a third time, he very hardly escaped 
" with life ; and from the relics of that distemper he 
*^ fell into a consumption, that soon carried him off. 
•* One of the physicians judged it to be the dropsy ; 
but upon the opening of the body, no extraordi- 
nary symptom aj^ared, only that the capillary 
** vessels of his liver had some pustulary eruptions 
** upon them. He was buried on the south side of 
" the choir of his own church of Paul's, with a 
^* humble monument that he had several years before 
^ appointed and prepared, with only this inscription 
^ on it, Joannes Coletus p." 

p — Ut hoc opus [scholam iitiiis, (inter quos me splitus est. 

Paulinam] nemo non probavit, numeraire,) sed mors antevertit. 

ita niulti demirabantur, cur Nam cum ante paucos annos 

magnificentissimas edes extru- correptus esset sudore pestilen- 

eret intra pomoeria monasterii ti, (qui morbus peculiariter in- 

Carthusiensium, quod non pro- festat Britanniam,) et ab eodem 

cul abest a regia quee dicitur tertio repetitus, utcunque tamen 

Richemonda. Aiebat, se parare revixit ; sed ex morbi reliquiis 

sedem illam suae senectuti, cum contracta viscerum tabes, qua 

jam impar laboribus, aut morbo periit. Medicus unus hydro- . 

fractus» cogeretur se submovere pem esse judicavit. Anatomia 

ab hominum consortio. lllic nihil indicant novi, nisi quod 

erat animus philosophari cum epar repertum est extremas fi- 

duobus aut tribus amiculis ex.- bras cirrhis prominentibus hir- 

o 3 
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This account we have from Erasmus ; though, bs 
Mr. Wood says^ Erasmus is not so particular as to 
the place where he died ; rather insinuating, that he 
died before he entered upon his retirement at ^eeo, 
by saying, ** he was prevented by death ; and that it 
** was designed by him for a recess for his old age, 
•* when broken with infirmities," &c. Erasmus agree- 
ing with others, who say, that he did not exceed 
fifty-three years when he died ^. 

Mr. Wood says, ** When he discovered the sweat- 
ing sickness to grow upon him, he retired to the 
lodgings he had built in the monastery of the Car- 
thusians at Sheen, near to Richmond in Surry: 
where, having spent the little remainder of his 
days in devotion, he surrendered up his last breath 
to Him that first gave it, on the l6th ' of Septem- 
" her, 1519. His body was afterwards carried to 
** London, and, by the caxe of his old decrepit mo- 
** ther, it was buried in the cathedral church (^ St. 
« Paul, nigh to the image of St. Wigefort \'' 

Some time before this, Dr; Colet finding himself 
under a sensible decay, and as it were having i^ 
ceived the sentence of death, he took care, in the 
first place, to settle the perpetuity of his school, and 
to direct the government of it by a book of statutes, 
drawn up and written with his own hand, and by 
him delivered to master Lilye, June 18, 1518 ^ 
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sutum. Sepultus est ad australe 
chori latus, in suo templo, hu- 
mili sepulchre, quod in eum 
usum jam ante annos aliquot 
delegerat^ inscriptione addita; 
Jo, Coletus. [Eras. Jod, Jonae. 
Id. Jun. 1521.] 

q — Joannes Coletus, qui de- 
cessit anno ferme quinquagesi* 



mo tertio — [Eras. Epist. lib. 

23. ep.5.]^ . ,^. 

^ Fuller in the margin of his 
book says, the 4th of Septem- 
ber. North. 

^ Wood's Ath. Oxon. 

* It is hard to say, whether be 
left better kws for the govern- 
ment of his school, or lands for 
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In the same year» he laboured to leave his church 
of Paul's in a better condition than he found it, as to 
residence, discipline, and distribution of the reve- 
nues ; and therefore drew up a scheme of the foun«- 
dation, statutes, customs, and regulations, that had 
been made in the several visitations of it. And 
hoping for no redress from Dr. Fitz-James, bishop of 
London, who had prosecuted him for an heretic, he 
laid the case before cardinal Wolsej, who was then 
teercising his l^atine power, superior to all wdinury 
judges : the title prefixed to his matters of complaint 
being thus worded; Exhibita a Johanne CoUett 
Decano, ReverendUsimo Patri et Domino Cardu 
noli Ebor. ac apostolico Legato a Latere ^ pro re- 
formatione status residentiariorum in Ecclesia S. 
Pauli^ prima Septembris, an. Dom. 1518. He began 
with these heads ; Ue Decano et ejus autoritate ", 
ex antiquo registro cartaceo Ecclesi^e ; De Resi^ 
dentia Decani^; De locum tenente Decani y: and 
he went through the several duties of the residenti- 
aries, canons, ministers, members, and other officers. 
Accordingly reformations and provisions were made 
under those respective heads, and so passed into le- 



the msuntenance thereof. [Dr. 
Th. Fuller's Ch. Hist. p. 167.] 

" Secundum antiqua ecclesis 
statuta, S. PauU decanus omni- 
bus canonicis, presbyteris, vi- 
caiiis, ministns prseest authori- 
tate et potestate, ordinaria et 
immediata. Is regimen habet 
animarum. Huic est jurisdictio 
et correctio delinquentium quo- 
rumcunque in ecclesia, et ob- 
sttnatorum ac rebellium justa 
castigatio^ &c. 

* Decanus in primis resideat, 



secundum ordinationeni domini 
Warham, episcopi, qui in plena 
visitatione sua ordinavit, ut de- 
canus sacerdos sit omnino, et 
resideat; alioquin pro nullo 
decano habeatur, &c. 

y Decano vero absente, con- 
stituat locum ejus tenentem u- 
num ex residentiariis, quem ju- 
dicaverit ipse magis idoneum ; 
qui exercebit decani potestatem, 
quatenus ei commissa fuerit a 
decano, et non amplius, &c. 

o 4 
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gatine constitutions; wherein the cardinal paid a 
particular deference and respect to the dean : for in 
the chapter regulating the residence and double per-* 
tion of the dean, it is expressly ordained, that this 
ordination concerning the dean shall not take effect 
till after the present dean, who shall folly enjoy all 
that he now possesseth (granted to him for his me^ 
rits) peaceably, without any disturbance ^ They 
conclude with inhibiting and condemning all man- 
ner of dispensations, as the wounds and stabs of all 
laws and statutes, without consent of the pope, (by 
whose authority the cardinal now acted as legate 
de latere^) and of the king, as royal founder, and of 
the bishop of London. After which follow othar sta- 
tutes, relating to residence, that seem to be made, 
as a decree in chancery, by consent of the dean and 
chapter % to contract the number of residentiaries to 
four, besides the dean, because the church had too 
many other ordinary burdens on it, and was in debt, 
and had no present stock or treasure, &c. ^ 

We should be able to give a better account of his 
wise and faithful administration of the affairs, re- 
venues, and discipline of his church, if we could 



' Portio decani dupla — Hsec 
ordinatio de decano capiat efi^- 
tum post decanum xnodemum : 
modemus vero decuius gaudeat 
his quae modo possidet, sibi pro 
suis mentis concessa, pacifice 
sine omni disturbatioiie. 

^ Statuta quaedam decani et 
capituli Londoniensis, facta per 
dom. cardinalem £bor. ex con- 
sensu decani et capituli, per de- 
cretum, sine arbitramento. 

^ Thomas miseratione divina 
Ebor. archiepiscopus, Angliss 



primas, ipsius regni Angliae can- 
cellarius, universis, &c. salutem, 
&c. Cum utique ecclesia cathe- 
dralis Divi Pauli Londoniensis 
oneribus ordinariis, sere quoque 
alieno multo aggravari inyenta 
est, nnllos etiam ex se habeas in 
aerario publico provisione the- 
sauros, nee dotes, facultates, 
aut patrimonia, sufficient, ad nu- 
merosam residentiarioruni mul- 
titudinem ultra sustentandanii 
&c. []NJon. Angl. toni. iii. p* 
354-] 
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come at those collections which he left for the use 
and service of the successive deans and chapters ; and 
which were among the books appertaining to t{ie 
cathedral church of St. Paid in London, delivered by 
Henry Cole, sometime dean of the said church, to 
I^. May, succeeding dean, the 20th day of Septem- 
ber, anno 1559. 

Inprimis, A book of the Statutes and Ordinances 
of the New Grammar School of Paid's. 

A book entitled. Statutes used in Dean CoUefs 
Days. 

A book entitled. Liber Ftsitationis Johannis 
Collet, Decani Ecclesits S. Pauli Lofidinensis, * 
sub anno 1506. 

A book written in parchment of certain statutes 
collected by dean CoUett ; being bound in boards, and 
covered with black leather ^. 

When the good man had thus ftdly perfected and 
established every thing that might conduce to render 
his good works beneficial and lasting, and had pro^ 
vided for the good estate of both his church and 
school, in the afore recited manner ; he had nothing 
more to do, in reference to this world, and in way of 
preparation for a better, but to make his last will ' 
and testament, and to set his household affairs in 
order, that he might have nothing further to disturb 
Mm the Uttle -time he had to live. This he did de- 
liberately on the 22d day of August, 1518, and with- 
out any of those superstitious conceits which were 
then become a part of the common course and form 
of wills and codicils ; expressing himself only like 
a Christian, and as a Protestant might now do. 

^ Mon. AngL torn. iii. p. 369. ex vet. merobr. penes decan. et 
cap. eccles. cathedr. S/ Paulu ^ 
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For, whereas the usual w«f and maimer of com- 
mendings a saulf was not only to God^ but to the 
virgin Mary^ (though it must be owned, that in a 
former Latin will, made several years before, re- 
lating only to his settlement on Paul's school, 
there is mention made of her,) and to other par- 
ticular patrons in heaven, and at last in general 
to the whole company of saints ; he thought it suf- 
ficient to trust his soul with its Creator and Re- 
deemer only, and to bequeath it to God, and our 
Lord Christ Jesus : whereas the custom of others 
was to prescribe a ceremonious funeral, with proces- 
sions, crosses, torches, and a deal of Popish pa- 
geantry ; he only ordered his body to be buried in 
the place he had before appointed, at the discretion 
of his executors: whereas others were taught to 
erect chantries, or praying offices, to fetch their 
souls out of purgatory, or at least to leave sums of 
money for diriges, month's-minds, and anniversary 
obits, besides the soul-sceal, and oblations to a great 
many altars; he passed over all that unchristiaa 
vanity, and left no manner of legacies but to truty 
Christian and charitable uses, to reward his Mends, 
to relieve poor scholars, and to help to support his 
old servants. He began naturally with his nearest 
relations : first, those on his mother's side, the family 
of the Knevets, from whom he had his first living ; 
then proceeded to his nearest kinsmen of the Colets ; 
and so on to his most intimate acquaintance, Mr. 
Doctor Aleyn, (the same who was afterwards arch- 
bishop of Dublin,) Mr. Doctor Morgan, (probably a 
dignitary in his own church,) Mr. John Banbmghe, 
maister Dancaster, Robert Hopwood, priest ; and to 
Thomas Lupset, whom he had bred as amanuensis 
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in his iftimily^ and had supported with an exhibition 
dt Cambridge ; and to Mr. William Garrard, one of 
Us executors. I^e left all his printed books to be di- 
vided amongst poor students ; a distribution of fifty 
pounds amongst his household servants ; and several 
vestments to several parish churches ; without men- 
tion of one prayer for his departed soul: and he 
eharged the ftilfilling of his will on the conscience of 
his executors; who were the lady Christian Colet, 
(bis aged mother,) master William Garrard, and 
master Nicholas Curleus. 

None can wonder that the dean, though he had so 
great a patrimony, and such good preferment, dis- 
posed of little by his will ; if they consider that his 
public works, as well as private charities, had almost 
exhausted both his real and personal estate. He told 
£rasmus, in an epistle not long before his death, that 
both did not afford sufficient for his expenses ^. 

It doth not appear that Erasmus had any place in 
his will : but it is certain, he received a yearly pen- 
sion of the dean, while living ; which his successor, 
I^. Pace, j»*omised to continue, and was put in mind 
rf*^. It is certain also, that dean Colet was never 
wanting to do good offices for Erasmus, as well ab- 
sent as present. Particularly he recommended him 
to a rising favourite, sir Henry Guildford, master of 
the horse to king Henry VIII. as Erasmus decently 



^ — Si de fortuna ; ut non 
est nulla mea, ita non est am- 
pit, et meis sumptibus vix suf- 
ficieiM -^ — 

® — Memento, mi Pacaee, in 
cDJus locum suecesseris ; et quid 
nobis promiseris, expectanm, ut 
c^as, ne Coletum magnopere 



desiderem. [Eras. Rot. Ep. Pa- 
caeo.] 

— Sum Pacffium expertus ta* 
lem amicum, ut nemo fratri fra- 
ter posset esse amicioi. Est 
cum summatibus omnibus, tum 
Optimo regi, longe charissimus r 
successit nuper in dignitatem 
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intimated in a lettar to that honourable person'; 
And he was perhaps instrumental in keeping up the 
correspondence between the king and Erasmus % and 
prevailed with his majesty to send him a good pre- 
sent, and an earnest invitation to come once more 
into England ; for which Erasmus thanked the king 
in his elegant way. 

Erasmus at Lovain, in October 1519» hearing of 
the death of Dr. Colet, lamented it in every letter he 
wrote for several days : particularly to Budsus at 
Paris ^, but especially to his English Mends ; to Dr. 
Cuth. Tonstal ', to bishop Fisher, and the lord Mont- 
joy. And he declared to Dr. Pace, his successor, 
** he was but half alive, now he had lost his better 
" part," &c .^ But he thought the best tribute of 
sorrow and respect would be to preserve the me- 
mory of his dear friend, by giving some account of 



Joannis Coleti, decani apud Di- 
vtiiu Paulum ; provehendus 
haud dubie ad summas digni- 
tates. [Eras. £p. lib. xii. Load, 
edit. col. 614.] 

^ Vir clarissime, multorum 
sermone cognosco, quam amico 
sis in nos animo; sive scintil- 
las istius benevolentiae ex meis 
lacubrationibiis concepisti, sive 
ex D. Joannis Coleti, castero- 
runique amicorum hausisti ser- 
mone. Tu me diligis. Quod 
vere talem esse credas, qualem 
iUi praedicanint, &c. [Eras. Ep. 
edit. Bas. 1521. p. 302.] 

8 Erasmus Henrico regi, &c. 
— Nos cogimur edendis volu- 
minibus Novi Testamenti qua- 
tuor menses impendere : eo ne- 
gocio confecto, totos nos tuae 
majestatis dedtcabimus obse- 



quiis. Lovanii, vii. cal. Maii» 

MDXTIII. 

^ Erasmus Budaeo sue — Jo- 
hannes Coletus, vir optimus, mi- 
bique certissimus amicus, Loo- 
dini periit hydrope. — Lovanii, 
idus Octob. MDxix. [Eras. Ep. 
edit. Bas. 1540. p. 429.] 

i Erasmus Roterodamus Cuth- 
berto Tonstallo, S. D. — Coleti 
mortem inconsolabiliter deplo- 
rarem, nisi scirem nee illi, nee 
mibi, profuturas lacrymas.- 
Lov. postrid. id. Oct. 15 19. [lb* 

P- 430-] 

^ Erasmus Rot. Rich. Ptoeo, 

dec. apud Divum Paulum Lon- 

dini, S. D. — Videor mihi dimi- 

diatus vivere, Coleto mortuo; 

quem virum Britannia, quem 

amicum eeo perdidi ! Tibi gra< 

tulor, qui m ejus fortunam sue- 
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his life and character. This he immediately resolved 
upon ; and to get the best materials for it, he writes 
B,wa.j to two of the most familiar friends of dean 
Colet, who had longest known the manners and 
customs of his life and conversation, Mr. Thomas 
Lupset and Mr. William Dancaster. He tells the 
former, ^* that no loss had come so near him these 
^ thirty years, as this of Dr. Colet ; that all he can 
^ now desire is, to recommend his memory to after 
' ages ; and for that purpose he should be glad to 
receive his informations and instructions," &c. ' 
His letter to Mr. Dancaster he begins with excla- 
mations of grief. ** How deplorable is your case and 
' mine, who have lost such a teacher, such a patron, 

* such a friend ! It is said to a proverb, that the 
' loss of money is bewailed with the truest sorrow ; 

* but I am sure, this is a loss of more inestiniable 
^ treasure, and ought to be infinitely more lamented. 
' But alas ! what signify all our sighs and tears ? 

* He cannot be recalled to us ; but we shall soon 
" foUow him. We should rather, in the mean time, 
' congratulate our late friend, that he is now in 

* better company ; he securely enjoys his Saviour 
' Christ, whom he always had in his lips and at his 

* heart, I would willingly write his life, if you and 

* some other of his nearest acquaintance would fur- 
^ nish me with proper materials for it, which I must 

* earnestly desire of you "','* 

cesseris — Lov. postrid. idus Oc- in ilium pietate capesse$, ut roe 

tob. iiDxix. [Ibid.] instruas ; praesertim si qua sunt, 

^ Erasmus Rot. Thomse Lup- quee putes mihi non esse cogni- 

seto, S. D. Triginta jam annis ta. Lov. postrid. idus Octob. 

nullius mors mihi fuit acerbior I5i9< [lb. p. 428.] 

quam Coleti. Percupio hominis <" Erasmus Rot. integerrimo 

inemoriam posteritati consecra- D. Gulielmo Dancastro, S. D. 

re : sed hoc n^ocii tu pro tua O nos miseros ! qui talem pcae* 
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Writing again to Mr. Thomas Lupaet, Dee. 18, the 
same year, (1519») after a long comj^aint of the ill 
treatment given him hj Mr. Edward Lee, who had 
wrote severe strictures upon his edition of the New 
Testament, he falls again upon the subject of coq« 
doling the loss of Dr. Ciolet. " A common loss," saith 
he, ** and lamentation to both of us ; my sincere 
•* friend ; your singular patron, preceptor, or ratiier 
« your very parent. O true divine ! O pure jM-eacher 
** of the gospel of Christ ! With what labour and 
** pleasure did he imbibe the principles of the right 
" Christian philosophy! How sweetly did he suck 
" in the doctrines and the very spirit of St. Paul! 
*^ How did he fully answer what he taught by what 
" he lived ! How many years did he preach to the 
^* people without any profit to himself; in this, imi- 
** tating that admired apostle St. Paul ! I never had 
<* any familiar or freer conversation with him, but 
" that I went from him better than I came ; or at 
** least not so -bad. You ought therefore, my Lupset, 
^^ to endeavour to resemble, as near as possible, your 
^^ great master, in whose family you lived so many 
^^ years, in the like talents of learning and piety. 
" From Lovain, St. Lucy's day," &c. " 



ceptorem, talem patronum, ta- 
lem amiserimus amicum! Plo- 
rakir lacrymis amissa pecunia 
verts: hanc ego jacturam omni 
lacrymarura genere deploran- 
dam censeo. Sed quid confenmt 
singultus } quid ejulatus ? lUe 
revocari non potest, nos ilium 
brevi sequemur. Interim Coleto 
gratulandum, qui jam securus 
suo fruitur Christo ; quern sem- 
per habebat in ore» semper in 
pectore. Mandabo literis vitam 



hominis, si tu tuique similes, 
qusedam me doeueritis, mihi 
fortassis incognita. Quod ut 
facias, etiam atque etiam rogo. 
Lov. postrid. idus Oct. mdxix. 
[lb. p. 428.] 

" Erasmus Rot. Tho. Lupseto 
— Sed nos querelse iinem fiicia- 
mus oportet, cum illi suae ^esa-* 
niae nullum faciant iinem. Ills 
querela jusUssinm mihi tecum 
communis est, quod mors ade- 
niit Joannem Coletum, mihi 
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Give me leave just to mention, in what an affect- 
ing manner Erasmus expressed his sorrow to bishop 
Fisher. " I write," says he, " now in tears for the 
" decease of Dr. Colet ; a loss and affliction to me, 
^ greater than I have suffered these thirty years. I 
" know his state is happy ; he is now delivered from 
" a troublesome and wicked world, and enjoys the 
" jHesence of his Redeemer Jesus, whom he loved so 
^' affectionately in his life : but in the name of the 
^' world, I cannot but deplore the loss of such an ad- 
** mirable example of Christian piety, such an excel- 
*' lent preacher of the gospel of Christ ; and even in 
" my own name, I must bewail the loss of a constant 
^ friend and incomparable patron. All that I can do 
" is, to pay my just duty to his name and memory, 
*^ and not to suffer them to die, if any thing I write 
"can live to posterity V 



spcerissimum amicum, tibi 
singalarem patroiiuni> praecep- 
torem^ ac potius parentem. O 
verum theologum! O mirum 
6vaQgeiics doctrinae praeco- 
nem! Quanto studio vir ille 
imbiberat philosophiam Chris- 
ti! Quam avide hausera^ectus 
ac spiritum Divi Pauli ! Ut cxe- 
lesti doctrinae totius vitae puri- 
tate respond! t ! Quot annos ille 
gratis populum docuit, et in hoc 
suum Paulum referens! Nun- 
quam mihi tarn familiare, aut 
non serium cum illo colloqui- 
um fuit, quin ab eo discederem 
mdior, aut certe minus roalus. 
Quo magis tibi, Lupsete, adni- 
tendnm, ut tantum prsecepto- 
rpm, qui xnim tot annos domes- 
ticam consuetudinem egeris, et 
eraditione referas, et pietate. 
Bene vale. Lovanii, natal. Lu- 



^ Hsec scripsi moerens ob Co- 
leti decessum ; qui mihi tarn 
acerbus est, ut his triginta annis 
nullius hominis.mors me dis- 
cruciarit gravius. Scio bene 
actum cum illo, qui exemptus 
ab hoc scelerato pariter atque 
aerumnoso seculo, cominus fru- 
itur suo Christo> quem vivus sic 
deamabat. At ego publico no- 
mine non possum non deplorare 
tam rarum Christianse pieta- 
tis exemplar, tam singulareni 
Christians doctrinae prsconem ; 
privatim autem meo nomine 
tam constantem amicum, tam- 
que incomparabilem patronum. 
Quod unum superest, hoc illi 
parentalium vice persolvam of- 
ficii ; si quid niea scripta yale- 
bunt, non sinam ejus viri me- 
moriam apud posteros inter- 
mori — Bene vale, reverendis- 
sime prsesul ; et Erasmum hoc 
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It is certain^ that Erasmus had lost in Dr. Colet a 
generous patron, as well as a learned fiiend. No 
wonder then that his concern was so great for his 
death, and that he never after relished England so 
much as to return to it again. 

The friend who was most desirous to see the Ufe 
of Dr. Colet drawn up by Erasmus, was the fiunous 
Jodocus, or Justus Jonas, of the university of Erd- 
ford. He eamesUy importuned him to it ; and to 
satisfy him, Erasmus, when he had got the best in- 
telligence he could out of England, drew up A Nar- 
rative of the Birth f Education, Studies, Omversa- 
tion^good Works, and St{fferings ((fDr. John ColeU 
(consisting mostly of his own experiences.) To which 
he prefixed the -life and character of John Vitrier, a 
Franciscan Mar, a man of admirable piety and vir- 
tues ; and one, it seems, who had so great a vene- 
ration for the name of Colet, that he went over into 
England, on purpose to see and be acquainted with 
so great a man ; but the misfortune was, he carried 
over another Franciscan friar with him, who being a , 
sour Scotist, or stoical disputant, broke in upon Colet 
and Vitrier, and interrupted the ^conversation, which 
was prudent, pious, and very agreeable p. These two 
lives Erasmus put together in an epistle to the said 
Jodocus Jonas, at E^phord, rector of that university ; 

etiam magis amplectere, quod bat Coletus, apud se fiiis^e Mi- 

Coletus avulsus dimidiatum re- norkam quendam, cujus collo- 

liquit. Lovanii, pridie Luciis quio prudenti pioque minim in 

anni 1519. [Eras. £p. edit, moduni fiiisset delectatus; sed 

Lond. 1642. p. 619.] adhibitum alterum quendam 

P — Alterum alteri depinxe- ejusdem ordinis Stoiciim, qui 

ram, et uterque alterius videndi visus indigne ferre Cbristzaomn 

desiderio flagrabat ; . atque hac colloquium iiitemiperit. [Eitf- 

gratia Vitriereus in Angliam mus Jod. Jonse, £p. ed. Bm* 

trajecerat : ac mibi post narra- 1540. p. 483.] 
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which is dated at Anderlach, on the ides of June, 
1521, in the first Basil edition, (1521,) but 1519 in 
the second Basil edition, (1540;) yet both seem to be 
mistaken for the intermediate year, 1520. It could 
not be in the year 1519, for C!olet was not then 
dead; nor could it be so late as 1521, he having 
been so early in the undertaking. The date is ad- 
justed by another letter of Erasmus to Lupset, 15 
eal. Sept. 1520, wherein he tells him ^ ; ^^ I have now 
^ composed in an epistle the life of Colet. If I have 
** not drawn him to the best advantage, it is partly 
^ your £siult, for not supplying me with better co- 
** lours. As to what you declare, that you have set 
*^ yourself his example for the rule and pattern of 
'^ your own life ; I cannot but highly commend the so 
^ doing, provided you choose well : for you must con- 
^^ sider, that in the greatest example, the chief parts 
^^ are to be imitated, rathar than the whole ; nor those 
" parts, but as they are adapted to time and place, and 
** other circumstances ; for all things are not agreeable 
'^ in an cases. In him the shining excellency was, that 



4 Erasmus Rot. Tho. Lup- 
seto, S. D. — Coleti nostri vitam 
epistola compiexus sum ; si pa^ 
rum graphioe videbitur expres- 
sus, tibi partim imputabitur, 
qui me parum ad plenum in- 
stFuxeris viri coioribus, quod 
quidem nemo te melius poterat. 
Forro quod ad ejus viri formam 
velutique pnescriptum vitam in- 
stituis^ non possum non vebe- 
menter probare, modo djclectum 
adhibeas. Probum quidem ex- 
emplar tibi proponis: sed in 
optimis pnecipua sunt imitanda, 
nec'eatamen nisi accommoda; 
nee enim omnibus omnia con- 
gruunt^ In illo prscipuum erat. 



quod sinceram Christi philoso- 
phiam, e purissimis evangeli* 
orum baustam fontibus, gratis 
impartiit populo ; ut non absque 
numine videatur illi contigisse 
gentile cognomen : Siquidem 
Coleheth Hebrsis dicitur am" 
donatar, queni Greaci vocaut 
eccleiiaiten. Earn ad rem si te 
toto studio contuleris, aut ego 
plane &llor» aut Coleto non in- 
ferior evades. Caeterum quod 
illius exemplo tibi ccBuis in to- 
tum interdicts^ equidem non 
a|)probo ; nee in illo probabam. 
Brugis, X. e^. -Septemb. iit>x3^. 
[Eras. Ep. ed« Has. J 540. p^ 

4SI-] 
P 
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he learned the purity of Christian wisdom at the 
fountain of the holy scriptures, and then taught it 
faithfully and freely to the people ; so that I have 
often thought there was a providential hit in his 
** simame, Colet, from the Hebrew word colehetk, 
the same as the Greek ecclesiastes^ i. e. preacher \ 
If you apply yourself to the same holy frinction 
** with equal zeal and application, either I am much 
** mistaken, or you will not be much inferior to Dr. 
** Colet : but as to your following his course of life 
*' in eating no suppers, I cannot commend the cus- 
" tom in you ; nor indeed did I ever approve it in 
« him-" 

The beforementioned letter of Erasmus to Justus 
Jonas has been for the most part transcribed already 
into this essay of Colet's Ufe, as the subject-matter 
has fallen in ; only the preface and conclusion, and 
some other paragraphs remaining, which deserve to 
be here inserted. 

He begins * to this effect : " Since you are so very 



' It must be confessed, that 
the fancy of Erasmus in making 
the name of Colet aUude to the 
Hebrew, is one of the weakest 
pieces of wit in all his writings ; 
nor is it only a poor conceit, 
but even a mistake in the He- 
brew word, which is not cole- 
heth but coheleth And yet he 
has so determined for the sake 
of an omen forsooth, that he 
would be a good preacher. To 
this fancy another is added by 
a later author. '< If I might 
*' guess again, (quoth he,) I 
** should say, that he was so 
*• called, because of those rare 
** endowments that were in 



« 



<• 



<c 



« 



" him : for the colet is that 
part of the nng wherein the 
precious stone is set. See 
" Tho. Thomasius in voce Pala, 
*' It pleased Almighty God to 
" break his mother*s wedding- 
" ring in taking away all her 
twenty-two children except 
only one; biit he preserved 
** the colet of it in preserving 
" our doctor alive as long as she 
*' lived." [Smith in Colet's 
Life.] 

' Erasmus Rot Jodoco Jorut 

Erphordiensi, S. D. 
Quod tarn impense rogas, 
vir optime, ut tibi Johannis Co- 
leti vitam paucis, velut in bren 
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importunate with me, good sir, to draw you out 
the fife of Dr. John Colet, as it were in a little 
taUe of remembrance ; I shall do it the more wil^ 
Ungljy because you mean^ I 8ui^>06e, to get a no^ 
hie precedent and example, by which you may 
form your own life and conversation. Truly, my 
dear friend, though I have conversed with very 
many whose integrity and goodness I have heartily 
approved, yet hitherto I never saw the man in 
whose morals I did not discover somewhat of the 
Christian simpUcity and purity to be wanting, 
when compared with these two- excellent persons 
whom I am now goin^ to desmbe. I became ac- 
quainted with one of them at St» Omers, when the 
plague (so far happy to me) drove me from Paris 
to tlmt town ; and with the other in England, 
when I was first drawn thither out of love and re- 



tabella <}!^ingaiQ; hec faciam 
lubentius, quod suspicer te tibi 
qinerere.egregium aiiquod pieta- 
tis exemplar, ad quod tuum in- 
sdtutum attemperes. Equideoi, 
mi Jona carissime, ut fateor me 
cum multU babuuse cons^ietu- 
dinem, quorum integritas mihi 
valde probaretur; tamen nul- 
lum adhuc Tidi, io ciqus mori* 
bus nescio quid adbuc Chris- 
tian » pietatis non desiderarem', 
quoties ad honim duonmi sin- 
ceritatem confisrrem aliquem: 
quorum alterum mihi uosse con- 
tigit apud op)>]dum Artesiee^ 
quod iHilgo difitur Saocti Au< 
dom'ari^ dum hue me pestis, 
bttc sane in parte mihi felix, Lu- 
tetia propulisset: alterum in 
Britannia, quo me Mon^oii mei 
charita^ pertraxerat. Lucrum 
&ci^, cujus scio te avidissi- 



mum ; pro uno duos dabo. Prior 
dictus est Johannes Vitrarius, 
ordinis Franciscani; nam in 
hoc vitse genus adolescens inci* 
derat; meo judicio, nulla, ex 
parte posthabendus Coleto, nisi 
quod ob servitutem inatituti 
minus multis prodesse poterat ; 
--quanquam autem illud vitse 
institutum, in quod per insci- 
ttam statis &erat vel delapsu^y 
vel pertractus, nequaquam pro- 
babat; subinde dictitans apud 
me, fttuorum vitam esse po^ 
tins, quam religiosorum, ad 
noise signum dormire, exper- 
gifici, rj^ormjscere, loqui, ta- 
cere, ire, redire, cibum caperej 
desinere pastu ; denique nihil 
non facere ad praescriptum hu- 
manum, potiu9 quapd ad Christi 
regulam, &c. 
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spect to my young pupil, the lord Mountjoy. You 
will reckon it your advantage, I know, if, instead 
" of one, I give you two. The first, namely John Vi- 
** trier, was a monk of the order of St. Francis. He 
fell into that way of life, while very young, and 
was in no other respect behind Dr. Ck)let, save only 
that, being a slave to his order, he had not the op- 
portunity of doing so much good. — ^As to that re- 
ligious life into which he was drawn before he had 
discretion to make any choice, he did by no means 
approve it ; he would often tell me, that it was ra- 
ther the life of fools, than of the professors of reli- 
gion, at the sound of a bell to sleep and wake, and 
to go to bed again, to speak or keep silence, to go 
** and come, to eat or to fast, and to do every thing" 
** after the commandment of men, and not after th^ 
" will and rule of Christ,*' &c. 

Thomas Vitrier and Colet had very much of the 
same admirable quaUties; yet, as Erasmus observes 
afterwards, " perhaps Colet is on this account to be 
" thought the more excellent, that he could never be 
" drawn from the ministerial office, either by the af- 
" fluence of his own fortune, or by the natural ten- 
" dency of flesh and blood ^'^ 

He concludes his letter thus : " I have here given 
" you two of the truest and ^sincerest Christians that 
I believe any one age ever produced; not in a 
perfect print, but in a sort of rough draught, as tar 
as the narrow compass of an epistle would allow. 
" It will be your part to pick out of both what you 
^^ think will conduce most to true Christian piety. If 

^ -^ Ac fortasse Coletus hoc nee impetu natune, loi^ alio 
nomine plus laudis nieretur, trahentis^potueritabevangelicc 
quod nee indulgentia fortune, vitae stddio depdli — w 
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** you ask, to which of the two I would give the pre- 
*^ ference ; I think them of equal goodness, though 
'^ of different condition of life. And as it was a 
** greatness of soul in Colet, with that * plentiful for- 
" tune, not to follow where nature, but where his 
^^ Saviour called him ; so truly it was a singular ex« 
'^ cellence in'Vitri^r, that he could shew so much of a 
^ pure evangelical spirit in such a wrong turn of reli« 
^ gious life, and be, as it were, a fish in the fens with* 
^ out any thing of the muddy taste. After all, there 
'^ were some things in Colet that savoured a little of 
^ human infirmity : but I never saw any thing in 
** Vitrier that betrayed the least tincture of flesh and 
'^ blood. Now, in my opinion, you should make no 
*^ scruple of inserting those two good Christians into 
'^ the catalogue of saints, though they are not ca« 
" nonized by the Pope. Happy souls, to whom I am 
'^ so much beholding, assist with your prayers poor 
** Erasmus, yet struggling in this lower world, that 
" he may be brought into your blest society above, 
" never more to be separated from it. Adieu, my 
^' dear Jonas : if I have satisfied your desire, it is well ; 
^ but I am sure I can never do justice to the argu« 
" ment. From the country of Anderlach, the idea 
"of June, 1520 V' 



V^ 



° Habes, Jodoce, duos quos 
stas nostra tuiit, mea senten- 
tia, vere sincereque Christianos, 
uon tarn depletes quam deli- 
neates, quantum passa est epi- 
stolaris angustia. Tuum erit 
a utroque decerpere, quod tibi 
videbitur ad veram pietatem 
maxime conducere. Jam si 
quaeres, utrum alteri pneferam ; 
mihi videntur pari laude digni, 



cum dissimiii fiierint conditione. 
Siquidem ut magnum erat, €o- 
letum in ea fortuna constanter 
sequutum esse, non quo voca- 
bat natura, sed quo Christus : 
ita speciosior est laus Vitrarii, 
quod in eo genere v^ix tantum 
obtinuerit ac prsestiterit spiritus 
evangelici ; perinde quasi piscis 
in palude vivens nihil trahat de 
sapore palustri. Sed in Coleto 
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It appears firom several other instances, that dean 
C!oIet's fame was^ spread fiur and wide tfaroiigfaoat 
Europe ; and it is evident, not only from this fo- 
reigners desire to have some- account of him, hut 
also from what (Ecofaimpadius and others mention 
ofhim\ 

That expression in Erasmus's forgoing character 
of Colet, that ** there were sevend thii^ in him 
** which savoured of human infirmity," puts me in 
mind of a good story UAd also by the same great man, 
which discovers a strong inclination in him to be of a 
high spirit, and impatient of even the least injury ^ 

The story is this': Archlnshop Warham's house 



quaedam erant, que testarentur 
ilium hominein esse : in Vitra- 
rio nihil unquam vidi, quod 
ullo pacto saperet affectum hu- 
manum. Quod si me audies, 
Jona, non dubitabis hos duos 
divorum ascribere cataloso ; 
etiamsi nnllus uhquam pontifex 
e06 referat ki canonem. Felices 
anims, quibus ego raultum de» 
beo, vestris precibus adjuvate 
luctantem adbuc in hujus vitSB 
mails Erasmum ; ut in vestrum 
contubernium remigrem, nu^- 
quam postea divellendus. Vale, 
mi Jona. Bene habet, si tuo 
desiderio feci satis ; nam argu- 
mento, scio, nequaquam esse sa- 
tisfactum. £x nire Andrelaco, 
idus Junii. mdxx. 

X _ Virorum optimorum 
laudes^ Mori civilis, inquam, et 
Coleti rdigiosi — [CScolampa- 
dius Erasmo, p. 332.] 

y — Siquidem animo praedi- 
tus erat insigniter excelso, et 
omnis injuriae impatientissimo 
-<-adversus animi celsitudinem 



ratione pugnavit. [Eras. EpisL 
Jod. Jons, ut prius.] 

2 — Solebam illi occinere hr 
bulam de Johanne Coleto, per- 
enni hominum meraoria dig- 
no. Pessime illi oonvenielMt 
cum patruo, viro admodum 
sene, ac pr^fractis moribus. 
Lis erat, non de bina caprioa, 
nee de asini (quod aiunt) um- 
bra, sed de magna summa pe- 
cuniarum, ob quantam vel filius 
bellum indiceretpatri. Coletua, 
pransunis apud R. P. Guilhel- 
mum archiftpiscopum Cantaari- 
ensem, junxit me sibi in cymba. 
Interea lesebat ex Enchiiidio 
meo remedium iracundia^ ; nee 
tamen indicabat, cur ea legeret 
Accubitus ordo forte sic dabat, 
ut Coletus sederet e regione pa- 
trui ; vultu subtristi^ nee lo- 
quens, nee prandens. Archie- 
piscopi vero rara qusedaro est 
hac in re dexteritas, ut curet, 
ne quis parum hilarid sit in con- 
viviOf sermones ad omnium af- 
fectus attemperans. Per eum 
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asd table were ever open to men of learning, as well 
foreigners as natives of his own country ; and none 
were more encouraged to accept of the civilities 
there bestowed than Erasmus and Colet, who oiten 
went to Lambeth and returned together. Now it 
seems, dean Colet had an old uncle so froward and 
perverse in his humours, that he could never agree 
with him ; and they had besides a suit, or quarrel, 
depending for a very considerable sum of money, 
mough to create a war between father and son. The 
dean going one day to dine with the archbishop, and 
taking Erasmus in the boat with him, as they sat 
there, read that part of Erasmus's Enchiridion which 
prescribed a remedy against anger and passion ; not 
intimating why he was so intent upon that subject. 
At the archbishop's table it so happened, that the 
dean sat over against his uncle, so troubled in his 
own mind, that he could neither talk nor eat. Hie 
archbishop had an admirable art of making all his 
company easy and cheerful, by framing his discourse 
suitable to their humour and inclinations : and so he 
began to talk of ages ; who old, and who young. 



itaque injectus est sermo de 
collatione aetatum. Hinc orta 
est inter mutos confabulatio. 
Benique patruus, senum more, 
gloriari coepit, quod tantus na- 
tu, tantopere pc^eret vjribus. 
Aprandio nescio quid seorsim 
agitatuni est inter illos. Ubi 
Coletus mecum repetisset cym- 
bam; video, inquit, Erasme, te 
felicem esse. Ego admirabar, 
cur hominem infelicissimum di- 
ceret felicem. Ibi denarravit, 
quam atroci ^nimo fuerit in 
patruum ; adeo ut propemodum 
omnibus Christians modestie 



repagulis refractis, et cogna- 
tionis affectu contempto> mani- 
festum bellum susciperet cum 
patruo : eaque gratia cepisse 
meum Enchiridion in manus, ut 
iracundiae remedium qusereret, 
et profuisse : mox ex ea quali- 
cunque confabulatione, quae orta 
est in prandio, utrinque di- 
lutam amarulentiam ; sic ut mox 
archiepiscopo sequestro facile 
res omnis inter eos composita 
sit. [Erasmi Epist. Jod. Ga- 
vero^ dat. Bas. cal. Mart. 1524. 
ed. Lond. 1642. lib. xxiii. £p. 
5. fol. 1205. b.] 

p 4 
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Upon this topic, they who had said nothing befinre, 
began to be very free and familiar ; and the uncle, 
like a true old man, boasted what he could do at 
his years. After dinner the archbishop talked in pri- 
vate with the uncle and nephew, and brought them 
to terms of agreement. As they were going back in 
the boat, says Dr. Colet, ** Well, Erasmus, you are a 

very happy man, and have done me a great deal of 

service." While Erasmus was admiring what he 
meant, the dean went on, and told the story ; how 
extremely incensed he was against his uncle ; and 
how he had well nigh resolved to put off the kins- 
man, and the very Christian, and to have waged 
open war with him ; that under this commotion of 
mind he had taken that manual with him, and read 
over the advice for restraint of anger, which had 
done him so much good, that he commanded him- 
self at table, and came to such a temper with his 
old uncle, that presently after dinner, the arch- 
bishop interposing, was able to make up the whole 
matter. 

This story Erasmus was wont to make good use 
of; telling it to people that were at difference, and 
hard to be reconciled ; and recommending to them 
this example of reading a good book, talking tc^ether 
coolly, to understand one another, and leaving, the 
matter in dispute to an amicable arbitration. 

Thus have we gone through Erasmus's life and 
character of this great man : and by this last story 
we see how impartially it is written, in that his very 
faults are not concealed. It were indeed to be 
wished, that the dean's friends had furnished Eras- 
mus with more materials for that task, which he 
gave them to understand he was very wiUing to ipi- 
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dertake: but, however, what he hath comprised in 
one epistle is very valuable ; because he speaks a 
great deal of his own experience, and a thorough 
knowledge of him. Besides that account, every pas- 
sage relating to him in any other part of his works, 
wherein he occasionally speaks of him, are here put 
together, in as good order as the matter would ad- 
mit of. 

The second account of the Ufe (if we may so call 
it) of Dr. Colet, was given by Mr. Henry Holland, 
in his Herologia Anglica, p. 155, to which is pre- 
fixed his efBgies, very beautiful, with this distich ; 

Cum colts AonictSy exculte Colete, sororea ; 
Te ^octos inter posthuma Jama refert. 

In this life and character there is in effect no- 
thing but what Erasmus had observed ; only in more 
express terms justice done to his memory, viz. " that 
**in an age wherein popery had its kingdom of 
" darkness, in the reigns of Henry VII. and Henry 
" VIII. he embraced the true religion ; and shewed 
** his sincere confession of it in his ordinary painful 
^ sermons, and especially in that before Henry VIII. 
" when he was going over to the siege of Turin,'* 

Dr. The. Fuller, in his Abel Redivivus^ has given 



' Joannes Coletus, filius Hen- 
rici Coleti, equitis ausati, et 
iteram dom. pnetoris Londi- 
oensisy sacne theologiaB doctor 
€« academia Oxoniensi, et Pau- 
lins ecclesise Londini decanus 
eniditus, vir fuit magnopere li- 
teratus; et in illo caliginoso 
seculo vivens, in quo domina- 
batur papismus, Henricb ta- 



men Septimo Henricoque Octa- 
vo regnandbus, verain religio- 
nem amplexus est. Qutt ejus 
sinceritas eluxit quidem ex or- 
dinariis et operosis suis con- 
cionibus ; maxime vero eminuit 
concione ilia habita coram 
Henrico rege Octavo, cum in 
Gallias Terronovanae ad prs- 
Hum trajecturus erat, &c. 
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the life and death of Dr. John C!olet ; but, except- 
ing the face before it, there is nothing to be com- 
mended. It is a verbal translation of the epistle^of 
Erasmus to Jodocus Jonas, without any notice from 
whience it was taken: and some things are over- 
strained beyond the sense of the original. 

He says, that " Dr. Colet, perceiving the mani- 
^^ fold distractions which accompanied the nianage- 
*' ment of so plentiful an estate, called in his father's 
^' debts, and sold his whcde patrimony, which in the 
" total amounted to a very great mass of money, 
" and therewith he erected and endowed his school," 
&c. p. 100. Whereas Erasmus says nothing about 
seUing his patrimony ; but rather, on the contrary, 
that his father left him a great sum of money. 

Again, in p. 103, Fuller says ; " that in his judg- 
" ment concerning public schools and universities, 
" he was not only heterodox, but, like the bird 
" spoken of in the proverb, bewrayed divers symp- 
^^ toms of an exulcerated mind : but let that pass 
^* amongst moles in the most beautiful faces." And 
yet there is no such thing in Erasmus : nor was Colet 
any otherwise offended at the universities, than he was 
at the monasteries, and the whole church ; so far as 
they were then corrupted, and wanted reformation. 

Another short account of Dr. Colet's life is prefixed 
to his Daily Devotions, or the Christian Morning 
and Evening Sacrifice : which life, Mr. Wood says 
well, is triflingly and imperfectly written by Thomas 
Fuller, of Waltham in Essex ; being mostly the same 
with that in his Abel Redivivus. This is very lately 
printed ; but without additions. 

Another history of his life was compiled by Tho- 
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toas Smith, of Christ's college in €aiiifaridge,.lifaraiy- 
ke^per of the puUic Ubraiy,) to he added to his edi~ 
tion of the Convocation Sermon, in English, 8to. 
1^1. And it was honestly called. The Life of Dr. 
Colet, written foy JBrasmus: the several passages 
being cdQected from the Epistks of Erasmus ; tmt 
without inquny into his other works. He added sooiie 
useful notes upon the Sermon and the Lifei but 
not always with equal judgment. One note is this: 

I found Erasmus often calling Dr. Colet, pr^te^p^ 

4erem unicum et cptinmm ; but why, I know not, 
'< unless for giving so good precepts in his sermon 
'^ before the convocation ;" whereas it was, no doubt, 
from his being directed and assisted by him in his 
theological studies. 

Besides all these, there was no writer of any note 
in or near this great man's time, who doth not make 
some mention of him. 

Leland, in his Encomium of the illustrious and 
learned Men in England, reckons Colet amongst 
those lights of learning which fetched their treasures 
of knowledge out of Italy. 

Luinina icloetrinee> Grocinus deinde secutus 

Sellingus% Linacer, Latimurusque pius. 
Tunstallus phcenix, Stocleius, atque Coletus, 

Lilius, et Paceus, festa corona virum. 
Onmes Italiam peticrunt sidere fausto : 

Et nituit Latiis musa Britanna scholis. 
Omnes inque suam patriam rediere diserti; 

Secum thesauros et retulere suos ^. 

^ William Selling, lord prior ^ Lelandus in Encomiis iliu- 

of Merton in Surrey, took his strium et eruditonim in Aoglia 

degree of doctor of divinity in Virorum. Edit. Lond. 1549. p« 

Oxford, 1503. [Wood's Fasti 74. 
Oxonienses, snb anno 1503.] 
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Geoi^ Lilji in his Elogies of the learned Men in 
Britain, sent to Paulus Jovius, begins his catalc^ue 
with John Colet, in a grateful remembrance of the 
good offices done by him to his father, Mr. William 
Lily. And the account he gives may serve not 
only for a confirmation of what hath been before re- 
lated of this great man, (since it is handed down to 
us by the son of one who was the most intimate 
friend of the dean's, and was acquainted with every 
circumstance of his life,) but also as a summary or 
epitome of the foregoing essay. He tells us ^, 



^ Honestissimis sue civitatis 
parentibus Joannes Coletus Lon- 
dini natus est; patre ad sum- 
mam pnefecturam bis in ea 
urbe vocato; matre nobili ac 
pnedivite' foemina, ex uno tan- 
turn conjugio vigesimo secundo 
partu levata: Joanne Coleto 
natu maximo, eodemque ex tam 
foBCunda prole, cui omnis veni- 
ret hiereditaSy defunctis ceteris, 
superstite. Is statim a pueritia 
liberalibus disciplinis domi in- 
stitutus ; mox, tanquam avidus 
optimarum artium mercator, 
Galliam primo, deinde Italiam 
adiit. Pi^ecipue autem ad sa- 
crarum Uterarum sciendam om- 
nium studiorum suorum cursum 
direxit. £x Italia in Britanniam 
reversus, trigesimum circiter 
setatis annum agens, in Oxoni- 
ensi gymnasio, cum summa 
Christians vitse disciplinam pro- 
fitendum admiratione, publice 
Paulinas Epistolas omnes gra- 
tuita opera enarravit. Oxonio 
deinde ab Henrico rege ejus 
nominis septimo Londinum est 
revocatus, et amplissimo sacer- 
dotio donatus, templi in ea urbe 



maximi ad Divi Pauli Britannico 
ritu decanus dictus; ubi per 
annos aliquot e suggestu, Chris- 
tiano more concionandi formam 
auspicatus, pia diffiniendi at- 
que disserendi facultate, inter 
sui temporis oratores. praestan- 
dssimus habebatur. Hue ac- 
cedebat egregii corporis proce- 
ritas, et suspiciendi oris sereni- 
tas, ut subinde in omni actione 
minis venerandusque existeret. 
Tandem vero, cum abdicatis re- 
bus omnibus, et relicto eo quo 
fungebatur sacerdodo, procul 
hominum turba, cum paucis re- 
liquum vitse in Chrisdans phi- 
losophise odo transigere de- 
crevisset, ad Scaenum, nobili 
Cartusiensium monachorum coe- 
nobio, septimo ab urbe Londino 
lapide, peramoeno loco, et alts 
solitudini, pie meditadoni, stu- 
diisque aptissimo, extructo sibi 
el^anti apparatu domicilio ; 
pestilenti sudore paucis ante an- 
nis, peculiari Britannie morbo, 
semel atque iterum correptus, 
quum et tertio ab eodem repe- 
titus, utcunque tamen revixisset, 
ex ejus morbi reliquiis contracta 
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John Colet was bom of very worshipful parents ; 
his father being twice lord mayor of London, his 
mother of a very rich and worthy family : they 
had two and twenty children ; of which John Co- 
let, the eldest, survived all the rest, and had 
thereby an ample patrimony descending to him : 
who, having had a carefiil and liberal education at 
home, went abroad for his further improvenient ; 
first visiting France, then Italy. He made all his 
improvements in his studies subservient to his 
main design of fitting himself for holy orders ; and 
therefore, at his return fi*om Italy to his native 
country, being then about thirty years old, he read 



yiscerum tabe, haud ita multo 
post Londini periit. Sepultus 
est ad Divi Pauli, humili quidem 
sepalturse loco, quern sibi ante 
aliquot annos delegerat; in- 
scriptione addita. Sed et funeris 
honOrem omnem abdicanti ha- 
bitus est ei, amieoruni cura, 
tnaximus ; exquisitaque. indus- 
tria tabula, erudito pneconio 
exomata, depictaque ad vivum 
effigie, sepulchro affixa. -Nihil 
autem quod extet in scriptis re- 
liquit; nee multa euro scrip- 
sisse constat. Sed purissimam 
Latins linguae elocutionem, 
eandemque laconica brevitate 
compositam, ex aliquot ejus ad 
Erasmum familiaribus epistolis 
coUigere licet. Cui etiam in 
sacra Biblia ad antiquse lectio- 
nis dignitatem restituenda, civi- 
lis acdiiigens bibliothec» cultor, 
haud mediocrem operam prsesti- 
tit; exhibito ipsi Erasmo ve- 
tustissimo codicis exeniplari : 
unde et BibUam ip.sam multo 
nunc qiiam antea castigatiorem 
legimus. At illud sane Co]eti> 



praeter caetera, ad setemam lau- 
dem, posteritati relictum, quod 
illustri in rem literariam patro- 
cinio>Britannic8ejuventuti era- 
diendse, Londini scholam publi- 
cam magni6co opere extruen- 
dam curaverit ; pia atque muni* 
fica liberalitate erogatis in ean« 
dem, priusquam obiret, amplis- 
simi patrimonii sui opibus; 
quibus et prseceptores duos ho- 
nestissimis stipendiis alerentur, 
et' adolescentes ipsi graituito 
sub iisdem praeoeptoribus edo- 
cerentur. Atque hoc beneiicio 
Britannia subinde delectissima 
semper juvenum indole politiori 
literatura proficientium ex hac 
schola prse cseteris nobilitata, 
fertilissima posteris ingenia os- 
tendit. Fuit is annus quo Co- 
letus, nondum senex, Christina 
matre adhuc superstite, obiit, 
Henrici et Francisci regum in 
Morinis ad Arderas colloquio 
Celebris. [Virorum aliquot iii 
Britannia Elogia per Greorg. Li- 
lium. ed. 1559. 8vo.] 
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publicly and freely upon St. Paul's Epistles, to the 
great admiration of his auditors. Henry VII. 
" called him from thence to the deanery of St. Paul's, 
a preferment of great account in that kingdom ; 
where he, by his exact and useful sermons, arrived 
to the character of a most excellent preacher. His 
person was very graceful; and there was some- 
thing in his mien and carriage which did much 
become him, and every thing he said and did. At 
length, being weary of the world, he had designed 
to have quitted his ecclesiastical preferments, and 
to have retired to a good house of his own erecting 
at Shene, where there was a monastery of the Car- 
" thusian monks ; distant from London not more than 
seven miles, and on other accounts a very fit place 
for this his pious design of sequestering himself from 
** the world : but having been seized by the sweating 
'^ sickness (a distemper peculiar to that kingdom) 
** at two several times before, he at last had it a 
third time ; which carried him off, though not im- 
mediately; for he soon after feU into a consumption, 
** proceeding from the relics of that distemper, of 
** which he in a short time died at London. He was 
buried in his own church of St. Paul's, in a very 
humble sepulchre, which he had contrived for him- 
self in an obscure angle of the church some years 
** before, with the inscription of his name. But 
though the good man despised all funeral pomp 
and ostentation, yet his friends were willing to 
" shew how much they valued him, by erecting to 
his memory a very elegant monument, with his 
effigies. He left not behind him any thing that is 
published; nor probably many manuscripts. But 
by what appears in those epistles which he writ to 
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** Erasmus, he was master of a pure Latin style ; 
*• though chiefly in the laconic way. He did great 
" service to the world, in assisting Erasmus, when 
" engaged in restoring the pure text to the holy 
" BiMe, helping him to a very ancient manuscript ; 
** by winch m^ons we have the same text-much more 
" correct than it was before his time. But what re- 
" dounds most to his honour is, that in his lifetime 
** he laid out the whole income of his patrimony, in 
" founding a school at London, for the British youth, 
" to be instructed in good literature : and he having 
" settled liberal stipends upon two masters, the 
"children are instructed gratis under them: %y 
" which means this school has flourished ; and is Kke 
" to produce very excellent persons to all succeeding 
" generations. Colet died before he arrived to old 
" age, and left his mother, Christiana, surviving ; in 
** that remarkable year of king Henry VIII.'s inter- 
^ view with Francis, king of France, at Audry near 
** Guisnes,** Thus far Greo. Lily*^. 

As to his person ; he is described by Erasmus to 
be tall and comely ^ ; upon which a late writer has 
given this note : " It appears from the picture of 
" his, which is in our public library at Cambridge, 
" in a very choice manuscript s, most elaborately 
" done in bis own house at Paul's. In the first page 
** whereof are these words, Z). Joannis Coleti^ de- 



^ See in the appendix a far- 
ther account of his work from 
the MS. itself. 

^ — Accesserat his fortunse 
commodis corpus elegans et 
procerum. 

8 Containing the two gospels 
of St. Matthew and St. Mark 
before mentioned; copied out at 



the expense of dean Colet, from 
the manuscript of the Njew 
Testament he lent to Erasmus : 
which y Erasmus says, was writ 
peregrinis notis; and archbi- 
shop Parker, who gave it to that 
library, adds with his own hand; 
forte Saxonicis, 
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" cani S. Pauli, are writ over a joung person in 
priestly attire, having the beautifullest face, in 
my opinion, that I ever beheld : and so far differ- 
ing from that which is of him at St. Paul's school, 
** and his tomb, that I was fain to shew them both 
** to a judicious limner, to know whether they were 
** drawn for the same person : who answered. Yes, 
" certainly. Whence I gathered, that he was very 
** fair, till his sweating sickness and consumption, and 
perhaps chiefly his afflictions, changed his com- 
plexion*"." The reader is here presented with an 
exact copy of it from the original. There is another 
curious picture of him, when a young man, not un- 
like to this, in the possession of Benedict Ithel, of 
Temple Dinsley in Hertfordshire, esquire. 

The best account of the remains of his body is 
thus given by Ant. a Wood : " Soon after his in- 
" terment, there was a comely monument set over 
his grave, near to the little one which he had set 
up in his lifetime, between the choir and south 
** side ; which monument remaining whole and en- 
<^ tire till 1666, was then consumed in the dreadful 
conflagration that happened in the city of London. 
His body, which was closed up in a leaden coffin of 
six feet and two inches long, and of three feet and 
*^ two inches broad, was laid up and inclosed in the 
" wall, near to the place his monument was afterwards 
" put. In 1680, or thereabouts, when the wall was 
" taken down, the said coffin was discovered, (for 
" it lay in the said wall about two feet and a half 
" above the surface of the floor,) whereon was a 
plate of lead fastened, with an inscription engraven 
thereon, shewing the name of the person there de- 

^ Life of Colet, by Mr. Thomas Smith, 1662, 
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^posited, his father's name, obit, benefaction, &c. 
** Some of the royal society, who out of curiosity 
^ went to see it, did thrust a probe, or little stick, 
^ into a chink of the coffin ; which bringing out some 
** moisture with it, they found it of an ironish taste, 
^ and fancied that the body felt soft and pappy like 
« brawn'." 

It appears his enemies had a design to have 
burned his bones; but Providence prevented that 
piece of inhumanity, as Bale takes notice, who lived 
near his time, and doubtless had good authority for 
so saying^. 

His estate, or worldly circumstances, will best ap- 
pear by his father Henry Colet's will: which I 
thought not unworthy of a place in the Appendix ^, 
as also an original of his yearly income"^, that the 
reader might see how plentifully Providence had ftir- 
nished him with the means of doing good. What 
estate he had in London, he settled wholly upon the 
endowment of his school of PauFs in his lifetime, by 
a deed or settlement '^ ; though he drew it up first in 
the form of a win, in Latin, which being very nice, 
in minutely setting down his donation, I have given 
it a place in the Appendix. As to his other estates, 
in Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Cambridge- 
shire, Huntingdonshire, &c. though the demands of 

' Athen. Oxon. vol. i. col. 1 2. pretended, was according to an 
^ Hiijus ex tumulo ejecissent ancient canon, which is and has 
atque incendissent praelati ca- been often put in practice : ** If, 
daver, nisi aliud eis supervenis* after death, they shall be found 
set inexpectatum malum ; as to have been heretics, their bo- 
he hath it in his book De il- dies must be digged up, and 
lustr. Script, edit. 4to. 1548. their bones burnt.'* [ConcAl- 
or, as he expresses it in his biense. canon. 52. p. 727.] 
folio edit, nisi aliunde a rege ^ Number XIX. 
scilicet impeditum. ^ Number II. 
This way of proceeding, it is " Number III. 
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his charity and beneficence ^were very great, yet hav- 
ing also such considerable preferments in the church, 
it appears by his last will that he died possessed of 
them. But whatever his possessions were, none 
could envy their having been in such good hands as 
his, by which they were wholly expended in public 
service, and for the good of the world. There seemed 
indeed to be something wanting that might com- 
plete his school, viz. exhibitions for the maintenance 
of some of the poorest of his scholars at the univer- 
sity : but we have reason to wonder at his doing so 
much, rather than his not doing more. However, 
what was at first wanting as to this matter, has since 
been very generously provided for by some worthy 
benefactors; particularly by the lord and lady 
Campden°, Mr. Andrew, and the reverend Mr, 
Perry % late lecturer at St. Peter's, Cornhill ; whose 
charitable bequests were rendered serviceable to our 
school by the reverend and learned Dr. Gale, late 
dean of York: but above all, we are not to pass 
by the good management of the revenue of the school 
by the worshipful company of mercers ; who have 

" Lord viscount Campden Ralph Hicks, lord Campden, 

bought an impropriation ^ in sometime mercer in Cheapside, 

Northumberland, which cost gave certain exhibitions of lol. 

760Z. whereof one moiety is to a year, to such of the scholars 

be given towards the mainte- as went to Trinity college in 

nance of an able preacher at Cambridge. [Ibid.] 
Hampstead, the other moiety p An estate was bought with 

to St. Paul's school in London, his legacy at Tenderell in Es- 

towards the maintenance of sex, which is expended in exhi- 

certain scholars in Trinity col- bkions for five poor scholars, 

lege in Cambridge. [Stows formerlysZ. each, but now only 

Survey of London.] four. 

Lady Campden, wife to sir 

^.Viz. of Woodhorn on the seashore, north of Newcastle ; it was since the 
estate of Lord Widdrington ; now in the possession of A. Askew, M. D. who 
annually pays 150/. to the minister of Hampstead. This I had from his son 
Anthony Askew, M. D. in March 1757. North. 
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always beeiT able» by their improv^nent' of it, to 
have a fund teiAy to suj)ply the warits of their more 
indigent scholars. 

What became of that smaU and modest monu- 
ment the good dean put up in his lifetime^ we are at 
a loss to know. Possibly it was covered, or puUed 
down, when the mercers put up another, which they 
thought more worthy so great a man. His design 
in erecting that humble one in his lifetime was, no 
doubt, to piwent any extravagance of this nature, 
and mor^ver to remind him of mortality, as sir 
Thomas Moore, Dr. Donne, (one of his successors,) 
and others have done since. 

The goodly monument of dean Colet is preserved' 
in ar Williisun Dugdale's History of St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral ; and by the arms of the mercers set upon^ 
the top of it, it is plainly evident, that it was 
erected by that worshipfi^l company ; but it was de- 
stroyed in the dreadful fire, anno 1666- 

Underneath is the following inscription : ^^ Hie 
est situs D. Joannes Cpletus, hujus ecclesiae de- 
canus, theologus insignis: qui ad exemplum S. 
" Pauli, semper egit gratuitum evangelicae doctrinae 
praeconem^ac syncer« doctrine perpetua vit« 
synceritate re^ndit. Scholam PapUnam suo 
sumptu solus et instituit, et annuo reditu dotavit. 
*^ Genus honestidsimum Christi dotibus cohonestavit ; 
" praecipue sobrietate mira, ac pudicitia. Nunc 
*^ fruitur evangelica margarita, cujus amore neglexit 
*^ omnia. Vixit annos 53. administravit 16. obiit 
" anno 1519. 

*^ Marere mundoy ut vivas Ikor 

Over the monument was the bust of Dr. Colet. 

Q 2 
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And in the middle of the monument, under the 
dean's bust, and over a prostrate skeleton, were the 
following three lines : 

J. C. Isthuc recidit gloria eamis. 
J. C. Idorere mundo, ut vivas Deo. 
J. C. Love and live. 

At the bottom of the monument was the follow- 
ing inscription : 

John Colet, D. D. dean of Paul's, and the only 

founder of Paul's school; who departed this life 

1519, the son of Henry Colet, knt. lord mayor of 

the city of London, and free of the company and 

fraternity of the mercers." 

The following verses on dean Colet's tomb were, 

in grateful respect, composed by the eminent master 

of his school, William Lily. 

** In memoriam venerabilis viri Joannis Coleti, sacrae 
theologiae doctoris, ad divum Paulum decani, et 
scholar ibidem fundatoris, gratitudinis ergo^ mo- 
nimentum, ogdastichon. 

Inclyta Joannes Londini gloria gentis ; 
Is tibi qui quondam, Paule, decanus erat ; 

Qui toties magno resonabat pectore Christum, 

^' Doctor, et interpres fidus Evangelii. 
'^ Qui mores hominum multum sermone diserto 

" Formaba^ vitae sed probitate magis; 
^^ Quique scholam struxit celebrem ; cognomine Jesu ; 

^' Hac dormit tectus membra Coletus humo. 
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Floruit sub Henrico Septimo, et Henrico Octavo, 
regibus. Obiit aimo Dom. 1519. 

" Disce mori mundo ; vivere disce JOeo^"* 
Under his lively pourtraicture are (aUudit^ to. bis 
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comely personage reduced to dust and ashes) these 

words: 

I^thuc recidit gloria camis. 

Love and live. 

Hie ruins Of this monument are still to be seen 
under St. Paul's ; and the entire bust ; concerning 
which Mr. Strype says, that though it seems to be 
stone, yet he had been told by an ingenious person, 
(Mr. Bagford,) it is nothing else but clay burnt and 
painted; a fine art known and practised in former 
times ^. 

Mr. Weever, who first printed the epitaph, adds 
this remark upon it. *^ His monument is lately re- 
vived by the company of the mystery of mercers ; 
to whose charge he committed the oversight of St. 
^< Paul's school, with lands worth an hundred and 
" twenty pounds, or better, of yearly value, for the 
^' maintenance of a master, an usher, and a chaplain, 
'^ to teach and instruct one hundred fifty and three 
*• poor men's children freely, without any reward : 
*' and, as I am told, viis et modisy more comes to the 
^ schoolmaster at this day than the whole endow- 
« ment'." 

As to the remainders of his family, Mr. Smith in 
1661 observed, that Mr. John Colet, then a student 
in the Temple, and his father, as also Mr. Nich. 
Perrar, of Little Gidding in Huntingdonshire, (of 
whom there is honourable mention in Mr. Greorge 
Herbert's Life,) were all nearly related to our doctor ; 
and were all three fellow-commoners in Clare-hall 
at Cambridge, diligent frequenters of the chapel. 

<J Life of Stow, p. 14. See ' Weever's Fun. Mon. p. 369. 
also Appendix, No. VIII. 

Q 8 
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Thomas Colet, a worthy patriot of the dty of 
London, who dying 22d Sept. 1703, was buried in 
the church of St. Magnus, seems, by his arms, to 
have been of the same family. His epitaph you have 
in Le Neve's Collection of Monumental Inscriptions. 

At Hale, near Wendover, where rir Henry Colet 
was bom, there are still descendants in a direct fine 
from Robert Colet, sii^ Henry's father; to whom I 
am obliged for some Original papers in the Appen* 
dix\ 

We shall now conclude this history of one of the 
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' Others I find of the same 
name; but whether of the same 
family, I cannot say. 

Mr. Stow*8 Survey of London 
hath this epitaph in the church 
of St. Mary Magdalen, Milk- 
street. ^' Here lyeth the body 
" of Mistress Mary Collet, wife 
** of Mr. John Collet, citizen 
*' and fialter of l^rondon, who 
" deceased the 2 2d of Decem- 
ber, 16 1 3, being aged thirty- 
five years," &c. 
One of the name may not be 
here omitted, and with our 
magnificent dean (whom he 
seems to have set for his pat- 
tern) deserves to be had in 
everlasting remembrance^ viz. 
Mr. John Collet; who to the 
charity-school in the parish of 
S. Mary Overree, alias S. Sa- 
viour in Sputhwark, has left in 
houses and lands 115/. per an- 
num for' ever ; as appears by an 
account of the present state of 
ch^ity-schools in and about 
London, 1721. 

Another of the name too con- 
siderable to be passed by, is Wil- 
liam Collet, born at Over in 
Cambridgeshire ; whowassome- 
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time clerk to the keoier of the 
records in the Tower of Lon- 
don ; but never master of that 
office, $is Dr. Fuller taveXake^ in 
his book of WQithies ;. giving, a 
nK)re true account of him in ^He 
following particulars — r— !* Pe- 
^' cause method is the mother of 
memory, he so orderly di- 
gested all recoDd9»tbat they 
'* were to be found in an iu- 
" stant. He abominated their 
•• course, who by water would 
*' refresh a record to make it 
^* useful for the present, and 
" useless for ever ailer. He de- 
'* tested, under the pretence of 
^* mending it, to p^tictise with a 
'* pen on any old writing; pre- 
'^ serving it ip the pure nabiiiie 
*' thereof. Indeed master^ Sel- 
^' den, and others, in their 
'* works, have presented pos- 
'* terity with a plentiful. fea^^ of 
'* English rarities; but let me 
'' say, that Collet may be called 
'' their caterer, who- furnished 
*^ them with provision bii rea- 
'* sonal^le rates. He died, to the 
" great grief of all antiquaries^ 
•*A.D. 1644.*' 
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:gi^eatest men of the age he lived in : whose inteUec- 
tual accomplishments we need no other proof of, than 
the gifef conceived at his death amongst aU learned 
Qien, not only in his own country, but also abroad ; 
they looking upon him as the glory of our nation. 
But though both his learning and piety were ob- 
served to be above the pitch of those times ; yet that 
which made him renowned more than any thmg, 
was his public spirit. This is excellently set forth 
in a dedication to him, by the elegant pen of Richard 
Face, (when abroad about public service,) worthy to 
be read in the Appendix, upon this as weU as other 
accounts. And if ^ we look upon him as a church* 
man, we shall find him most indefatigably engaged 
for the good of souls ; preaching aknost every day. 
To give more constant attendance at St. Paul's ca- 
thedral church, he was willing to quit one of the 
richest parochial churches in the kingdom, that of 
Stepney ^ Yet he kept his living at Denyngton to 
the last ". But there could be no other worldly mo- 
tive for it, than to breathe a little in that free air, and 
refresh himself sometimes, after his immense labours 
in the city. And happy was that and every place 
where he came: his active soul would not suffer 
him to pass away any time without doing good, and 
employing the utmost of his strength and wealth 
in his master's service; and this without the least 
ostentation or vanity ; for there was in his demeanour 

* Walter Stone, LL. D. was ecclesia de Denyngton, vac. 

admitted to this vicarage, void per mortem Joannis Colet, ulti- 

by the resignation of Dr. Colet, mi incumbentis. [E Collectaneis 

117 Sept. 1505. Tho. Tanner, S. T. D. cancel- 

" Sept. 26, 15 19, Robertas larii Norwicensis.] 
Cronker, S. T. B. institutus in 
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the most unaffected siinplicitj imaginable. And fur- 
thermore, there was something so very taking in 
him» that though he had some most implacable ene- 
mies, (made such only by his telling them the truth,) 
yet he always met with many powerful friends as 
were an overmatch for them. And, what is most to 
be admired, no person met with greater favour 
than he did from two successive princes, who were 
none of the mildest in their tempers, as the sufferings 
of other good men in then* reigns sadly testify. 

From the whole it amply appears, that he was a 
very eminent forerunner of the reformation : and we 
glory in him as such ; as well as for his being foun- 
der of that famous seminary of learning, which has 
produced many excellent persons both in church and 
state, besides some that carried on those good and 
great designs, which the iniquity of the times he 
lived in prevented his seeing accomplished. May 
God, who has long watered with his blessing what 
he so seasonably^ planted, make it still answer the 



^ The foundation of this 
school was in some respects no 
less seasonable than the schools 
erected at London in the reign 
of Hen. VI. whereof we have 
the following account in an 
History of the Church of Great 
Britain, published by G. G. 
1675. (4to.) p. 129. 

" 143 1. — Great at this time 
" was the want of grammar- 
*^ schools, and the abuse of 
•' them that were even in Lon- 
" don itself; it being penal for 
" any (to prevent the growth 
" of Wickhvism) to put their 
•* children to private teachers. 
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Hence it was, that some 
hundreds were compelled to 
go to the same school ; where 
(to use the words of the re- 
cords) the masters waxen 
rich in money, and learners 
poor in cunning. Whereupon 
this grievance was complained 
of by four eminent ministers 
in London, viz. Mr. William 
Lichfield, parson of Alhal- 
lows the Great 3 Mr. Gilbert 
[Worthington], parson of St. 
Andrew's, Holbom ; Mr. John 
Cote, parson of St. Peter's, 
Cornhill; Mr. John Neele, 
master of the house of St. 
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noble ends of its founder ; and till time shall be 
no more, continue the happy advantages it affords, 
not only to the great city where it is placed, but to 
the whole nation; and in a word, to the whole 
world. 



** Thomas Acre's, and parson of 
" Colchirch. To these it was 
granted by the advice of the 
ordinary, or archbishop of 
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** Canterbury, to erect five 
" schools, (Neele having a dou- 
'* ble licence for two places,) in 
" their respective parishes.*' 
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! Taken from the Latin original^ printed anno 1511. 
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AUTHOR. 
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L/ONVENISTIS^ hodie, patres et viri sapientimmiy inv 
ituri conoilium. In quo quidnam actiiri sitis, quasqi:^ res 
tractatiui, nondum intelligimus; optamus autem, ut ali^ 
quando memores et nominis et professionis vestras^ cogitetis 
de reformatione rei eoclesiasticse : nam.nunquam fuit nlagid 
necesse ; nee status ecclesise vestra studia xaagis utiquam dei> 
sideravit. Est enim spotisa Christi ecclesia, quash volnit 
ille sine macula et sine ruga esse, facta tur|iis et defbrmis; 
ut Esaias loquitur, Civitas^fidelisjbeia est meretrix; et ut 
Hieremias ait, Fomicata est cum amatoribus mfdtia: unde 
concepit multa semina iniquitatis, et parit fructus quotidife 
turpissimos. Quamobrem hue accessi hodie, p&tres, admO*; 
nendi vestri gratia, ut de reformatione ecclesia^ in isto te$tn> 
concilio toto animo cogitetis. Accessi autem non meo qui? 
dem sponte profecto; nam aguoseebam indignitatem meam^ 
et videbam etiam quam esset arduum tantorum virorum ex^ 
actissimo judicio satisfacete. Judicabtoi emm omhino iiir 
^nuiu, et ineptum, ac prope arrogans, ut ego servus aSjono^ 
neaxB ros dominos meos, ego filius doceam vos patres meos-; 
magis vero hoc convenisset alicui uni ex patribus, id eat, ex 
vobis praelatis, qui id et authoritate graviore, et sapientia ma^ 
jorefecisset Veruntamenobediendumfuitmaridatorereren-^ 
dissimi patris et domini nostri archiepispopi, praesidis hujus 
Goncilii, qui hoc onus mihi certe grave imposuit ; quando* 
quidem legimus Samuelem prophetam dixiase, meliorem esH 
obedientiam quam victimam, . Qiiapropter, patres .et viri 
praestantissimi, vos oro, obtestorque, ut hoc die imbecilli* 
tatem meam bonitate et patientia vestra sustineatis ; d^nde, 
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ut me in prindpio juvetis piis oradonibus vestris ; atque 
ante omnia, fundamus preoes nostras ad Peum Patrem 
omnipotentem. Inprimis in oratione nostra memores S. 
D. nostri papse, et omnium pastorum spiritualium, cum 
toto populo Christiano : memores deinde reverendissimi pa^ 
tris et domini nostri archiepiscopi, praesidis hujus condlii, 
et omnium dominorum episcoporum, ac totius cleri et totius 
populi Anglicani : memores postremo hujus congregationis 
vestr» et conventus ; rogantes Deum, ut inspiret animos 
vestros sic unanimiter convenire, ad talem videlicet ecclesiae 
utilitatem et fructum, ut peracto concilio, non frustra et sine 
causa congregati fuisse videamur. Universi dicamus. Pater 
noater, &c. 

Exhortaturus vos, reverendi patres, ad studium refor- 
mandi ecclesiastici status, propterea quod nihil tam deforma- 
vit faciem ecclesise quam in clericis et sacerdotibus ratio 
vivendi secularis et mundana; nescio unde convenientius 
sumam exordium sermonis mei, quam ab apostolo Paulo, 
in cujus jam templo congregamini. Is enim scribens ad 
Romanos, et in persona iUorum ad vos didt, Nciite con- 
Jbrmari huic secvJo; sed refbrmamini in novitaie sensus 
vestrij ut probetis qiuB sit voluntas Dei bona, benqplacens, 
etperfectaK Haec scripsit apostolus ad omnes Christianos ; 
maxime autem ad sacerdotes et episcopos : sunt enim sacer- 
dotes et episcopi lumina mundi. Nam illis dixit Salvator, 
Vos estis luce mundi; et idem ait, Si lumen quod in te est 
tenebrcB sint, ipsce tenebrie quantts eruntf Hoc est, a sacer- 
dotes et episcopi, ipsa lumina, currant in via seculi tene- 
brosa, quam erit tunc tenebrosus ipse populus secularis? 
Quare maxime sacerdotibus et episcopis dicit Paulus, Noliie 
confbmiari huic sectdo, sed refbrmamini. Quibus verbis 
duo facit apostolus ; primum, prohibet ne seculo conforme- 
mur, et efficiamur carnales ; deinde jubet, ut reformemur in 
Dei spiritum, quo simus spirituales. Ego vero hunc ordi- 
nem sequens, primum dicam de confbrmatione^ deinde de 
re/brmatione : NoUte, inquit, confbrmari huic seculo. Secu- 
lom vero appellat apostolus rationem et modum vivendi se- 

* Rom. xii. 2. 
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nilarem ; quae maxime in quatuor malis hujus mundi con- 
^stit, viz. in diabdica stiperbia, in camaU conct^nscentiaj 
m mundana avaritiaj in negotiatione seculari. HiBc in 
mundo stmt^ teste Johanna apostolo, in Epistola sua ca- 
nonica : inquit enim,; Omne qiu)d eat in mundo^ aut eat con- 
cupiacentia carnia^ aut concupiacentia octdorum, aut au- 
perbia vit^. Hsec eadem modo sunt: et regnant in ec- 
clesia, et in ecclesiastids hominibus, ut videamur vere, 
posse dicere; omne quod est in ecclesia, aut est concU' 
piacentia camia^ aut ocuhrum^ aut auperbia vit€B. Inpri- 
mis, (ut de auperbia vit(B loquar,) Quanta sit his diebus 
in hominibus ecclesiasticis aviditas et appetitus honoris et 
dignitatis ; quam anhelans cursus a beneficio ad beneficium, 
a minore ad majus, ab humiliori ad altius, quis est qui non 
▼idet? Quis autem videns non doleat? Praeterea in ipsis 
dignitatibus qui sunt, plerique eorum incedunt vultu adeo 
erecto, et oculis tarn sublimibus, ut non in humili praesulatu 
Christi, sed in alto dominatu mundi positi esse videantur, 
non agnoscentes, nee animadvertentes, quidnam ma^ster 
humilitatis, Christus, dixerat discipulis suis, quos vocavit ad 
praesulatum : PHncipea gentium^ inquit, dominantur eorum; 
et qui moforea aunt, poieatatem habent : vobia autem non aic ; 
aed qui eat mc0or inter voa, ait Hie miniater; quiprimua^ ait 
omnium aervua: venit enim FUiua hominia^ non miniatrari^ 
aed miniatrare, Quibus verbis docet plane Salvator, magiste- 
rium in ecclesia nihil aliud esse quam ministerium ; et pri- 
malum in ecclesiastico homine nihil esse aliud quam humilem 
servitutem. Secundum autem malum seculare, qu^ concu- 
piacentia camalia est ; nonne hoc vitium ita inundavit ec- 
clesiam quasi flumine voluptatis suse, ut nihil studiosius 
quaeratur in hoc confusissimo tempore a maxima parte sacer- 
dotum, quam quod sensum obiectet, sensuique placeat. 
Conviviis et epulationibus se dedunt, in vanas confabu- 
lationes se effiindunt, se ludis et jocis tradunt, se aucupiis et 
venationibus accommodant, in deliciis hujus seculi se im- 
niergunt,' conqiiisitores et inventores voluptatuni in pretio 
habent. In quod genus hominum exclamat Judas apostolus 

B 
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in Epistola sua oanonica, dicens ; Vce Ulis^ qui in viam Coin 
aiierunt. Hi sunt in epulis suisy maculiB convivaniesy 
sine titnore sibimetipsis placentes; fiudus feri maris de- 
spumantes stms con/iisiones; quibus proceUa ienebraruffi 
reservaia est in internum. Avaritia autem, quod tertium 
seculare malum est ; quod Joannes apostolus appellat can- 
cupiscentiam ocuhrum^ Paulus vocat idciolatriam : haec te- 
terrima pestis ita invasit animos fere omnium sacerdotum, 
et ita mentis oculos excaacavit, ut ad omnia jam cseci simus, 
nisi ad ea solum quae videntur nobis lucra afferre posse. Nam 
in his diebus quid aliud quaerimus in ecclesia quam pinguia 
beneficia, et promotiones; in ipsis deinde promotionibus 
quid aliud numeramus quam fructus et proventus? Ad 
quos inflammamur tanta aviditate; ut quot ac quae onera, 
ac quam magna sacerdotia suscipimus, dummodo magnos 
habeant reditus, non curemus. O avaritia, certe te Paulus 
appellavit omnium maJorum radkem. £x te enim est bene* 
ficiorum aliorum supra alia accumulatio : ex te, ex multis 
resignatis beneficiis tam magnae assignatae pensiones : ex te 
certamina de decimis, de oblatis, de mortuariis, de dilapidi^ 
tionibus, jure et titulo ecclesiae ; pro quibus non minus quam 
pro ipsa vita nostra digladiamur. O avaritia, ex te onerosae vi- 
sitationes episcoporum; ex te corruptiones curiarum, et inveii- 
tiones istae quotidie novae, quibus miser populus devexatur ; 
ex te procacitas et petulantia oiBcialium. O avaritia, mater 
omnis iniquitatis ; ex te in ordinariis istud ardens studium 
amplificandae suae jurisdictionis : ex te in ordinariis ista ior 
sana et rabiosa contentio de insinuatione testamentorum : ex 
te intempestivae sequestrationes fructuum : ex te ista super- 
stitiosa observatio legum earum omnium, quae lucrosae sunt; 
posthabitis et neglectis eis quae ad emendationem morum 
spectant. Quid numerem reliqua ? Ut summatim dicam, ut 
uno verbo concludam ; omnis corruptela, omnis ecclesiae ru«- 
ina, omnia mundi scandala sunt ex avaritia sacerdotum, se* 
cundum illud Pauli, quod repeto iterum, et inculco in aures 
vestras ; Radix omnium malorumi cupidOas. Quartum au<- 
tem seculare malum quod deformat faciem ecclesiae, et mar 
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eulat, est asdidua occupatio secutarisy in qua se implicant 
multi sacerdotes et episcopi his didbus; servi magis homi^ 
num quam Dei, milites hujus mundi magis quam Christi : 
nam apostolus Paulus scribit ad Timotbeum ; Nemo mUi* 
fans Deo impUcai se negottis secularibus* Milites autem 
Dei sacerdotes sunt : militia vero eorum non est camalis, 
sed spiritualis : nam militia nostra est orare, legere, et me* 
ditari scripturas, ministrare verbum Dei, ministrare sacra^ 
menta salutis, sacrificare pro populo, et pro peccatis eorum 
hosttas oiFerre. Sumus enim sequestri et medii ad Deum 
pro hominibus ; quod testatur Paulus, ad Hebraeos scribens : 
Omnis, inquit, pofit^w ex hominibtis ctssumpius pro ho^ 
mmibtss constituUur in his quiB stmt ad Deum^ ut qfferat 
dona et sacrifkia pro peccatis. Unde apostdli, illi primi sa- 
cerdotes et episcopi, tarn abhorruerunt ab omni at trectatione 
rerum secularium, ut ne necessarium quidem victum egenti- 
bus ministrare voluerint, tametsi id magnum sit opus pie- 
tatis ; sed dixerunt : Non est cpguv/nt nobis relinquere ver^ 
hum Dei et mimstrc^e mensis; nos autem oratiom et mini- 
sterio verbi Dei instamtes erimus. Et ad Corinthios ckmat 
Paulus; Si secularia negotia hahueritis^ contemptibiU^ 
ores gut stmt vn ecctesia vos constituite ixd Judicandum. 
Profecto ex ista secularitate, et quod cferici et sacerdotes, 
cHnii^s spiritualibus, se involvunt oceupationibus terrenis, 
raulta mala sequuntur. Primum, dehonestatur dignitas sa- 
cerdotalis, quae est major quam aut regia aut imperatoria ; 
est enim sequalis angelicae. At hujus eminentise splendor ob- 
scuratur caiigine, quando sacerdotes versantur in terrenis, 
quorum conversatio debet esse in ccelis. Secundo, sacer- 
dotium contemnitur, quando nihil interest inter tales sacer- 
dotes et laicos, sed (secundum Ozee prophetiam) sicut popu- 
luSy ita est sacerdos. Tertio, pulcher ordo hierarchicus in ec- 
clesia confunditur, quando summi in ecclesia tractant vilia et 
terrena, et loco eorum viles et abjectse persotiae exercent sum- 
ma et ccslestia. Quarto, populus ipse lajcus scandalizatur, 
et in ruinam impellitur, quando quorum officium est trahere 
homines ab hoc mundo, hi assiduitate sua in seculo docent 
homines amare bunc mundum ; et ex amore mundi in ge- 
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hennam prsecipitantur. 'Preterea in ipas sacerdotibus ac 
intricatis sequitur neoessario hypocri^s ; nam commixti ccm- 
fusique cum lakis, sab f«*e et habitu sacerdotali ducunt 
vitam plane laicalem. Item infirmitas sinritualis, et quidam 
servilis dmor, quin enervad aquis hujus mundi nihil aude- 
ant nee facere, nee dicere, nisi ea quae noverint suis prin- 
cipibus grata et placentia. Postremo, ignorantia et csecitas, 
quando obcaecati tenebris hujus seculi, nihil vident nisd ter^ 
rena. Quare non ^ne causa Salvator noster Christus admo- 
nuit prselatos ecclesiae suae ; Attendite^ inquit, ne graventur 
carda vestra crapula et ebrietate^ et curis htifus seculi : 
cutis f inquit, htyus seculi ; quibus aggravata corda sacer- 
dotum ad alta se attoUere, et ad coelestia se elevare non pos- 
sunt. Multa sunt prseterea alia quae sequuntur mala ex se- 
cularitate sacerdotum, quae longum esset enumeiare; sed 
facio finem. Haec sunt ilia quatuor mala qi^ dixi, O patres, 
O sacerdotes, quibus conformamur huic seculo, quibus de- 
formatur facies ecclesiae, quibus ejus status destruitur; sane 
plusquam, aut olim in principio, ilia persecutione tyrannica, 
aut deinde post invasione quae secuta est heretica. Nam in 
persecutione tyrannorum devexata ecclesia, facta fuit forti<^ 
et illustrior ; in invasione haereticorum agitata ecclesia, facta 
fuit sapientior, et sacrarum literarum peritior : at ista ini- 
quissima secularitate introducta, posteaquam irrepserit in ec- 
clesiasticos homines ratio vivendi secularis, radix omnis ^i- 
ritualis vitae, ipsa charitas extincta est : qua sublata, nee sa- 
piens nee fortis in Deo ecclesia esse potest. In hoc quoque 
tempore edam magnam sendmus contradicdonem a kucis: 
sed illi non tam adversantur nobis quam nos ip^ : nee con- 
tradictio eorum tam nos laedit quam contradictio malae v\Xst 
nostras, quae contradicit Deo et Christo: nam ille inquit; 
Qui non est mecum, contra me est. Infestamur etiam hoc 
tempore ab haereticis hominibus, mira stultida insaniendbus; 
sed ilia haeresis eorum non tam est pestifera et pemiciosa 
nobis et populo, quam mala et depravata vita sacerdotum ; 
quae, si credamus divino Bernardo, est quaedam species 
haeresis, et omnium maxima et perniciosisi^mai' Nam prae- 
dicans sanctus ille pater in quadam convocadone ad sacer- 
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dotes sui temporis, in quodam sermone ita inquit, his verbis : 
^^ Multi sunt Catholici loquendo et prsedicando, qui iidem 
*^ sunt hser^tici operando ; nam quod hseretici faciunt pravis 
*^ dogmatibus, hoc faciunt illi malis exemplis; seducunt popu- 
*^ lum, et inducunt in errorem vitae ; et tanto graviores sunt 
<< h»reticis,quantoprsevaIent opera Yerbis."" HaecBemardus, 
ille sanctus pater, magno et ardenti spiritu, in sectam ma- 
k>rum sacerdotum sui tetnporis: quibus verbis significat 
plane duplicem esse hsereticam pravitatem ; unam perversa^ 
doctrinae, et alteram perversa^ vitae ; quarum posterior haec est 
pejor, et pemiciosior, quae regnat in ecclesia, ad miserum 
ecclesiae interitum, sacerdotibus non sacerdotaliter sed secu- 
lariter viventibua« Quare vos patres, vos sacerdotes, vos 
fxmies clerici, expergiscimini aliquando, et exur^te ex isto 
vestro somno in hoc mundo lethar^co ; et evi^antes, tan- 
dem audite Paulum clamantem vobis; NoKie confiytmari 
huic seculo, Et haec de prima parte. Nunc veniamus ad 
secundam. 

Secunda pars, de rcformatione. 
Sed reformcmimi in nomtate senstts vestri* Secundum 
autem quod jubet Paulus est, ut refbrmemur in nomim 
sensum; ut sapiamus ea quae sunt Dei, reformemur ad ea 
quae sunt hiis quae modo dixi contraria ; videlicet, ad humili- 
tatem, ad sobrietatem, ad charitatem, ad occupationes spi- 
rituales ; ut quemadmodum scribit idem Paulus ad Titum, 
Abnegantes impietatem et secularia desideria, aobrie^ et juste y 
etpte vivamus in hoc sectdo. Haec autem reformatio et re- 
stauratio eocle^astici status, oportet, incipiat a vobis patribus 
nostris ; et sic deinceps in nos sacerdotes vestros, et in totum 
clerum derivetur. Vos enim estis capita nostra. Vos estis 
exemplar vivendi nobis. Ad vos spectamus tanquam ad 
sogna directionis nostrae. In vobis et in vita vestra, cupimus 
legere tanquam in vivis libris, quonam pacto ipsi vivamus. 
Quare si volueritis videre festucas nostras, prius tollite 
trabes de oculis vestris. Est autem antiquum proverbium, 
Medice, cura teipsum. Vos medici spirituales, primum de- 
gustate vos istud pharmacuih expurgationis morum, et de- 
inde idem nobis degustandum propinetis. Via autem qua 

k8 



1i46 ORATIO AD CLERUM. 

reformetur ecclesia, et in meliorem formam reBtituatuT) non 
est quidem coodere novas leges, (sunt enim l^es satis ipuL 
tse et nuHierosse,) ut ait Salomon, NihU est novum 9ub soU. 
Nam morbi qui nunc sunt in eoclesia, antea in praeteritis so* 
(^ulis fuerunt. Et nullum est erratum cui patres c^tima re- 
piedia non providerunt. Nullse sunt transgresnones quarum 
in corpore juris canonici non extant leges oohibitrices. Nan 
est opus ergo ut oond^tur novas leges et constitutuHies; 
sed ut serventur conditse. Quare in ista vestra. congre- 
gatione vocentur in medium, et redtentur l^ges quae sunt 
editae ; quae prohibent mala, quaeque bona praecipiunt. Im- 
primis recitentur leges illae quae admonent vos» patres, ne 
manus vestras cito alicui imponatis, admittatisve ad sacros 
ordines. Nam illic fons malorum est ; quod aperta janua sa- 
crorum ordinum, omnes qui se offerunt, passim sine repulsa 
admittuntur. Hinc scaturit et emanat ista turba qua^ est in 
ecclesia, et indoctorum et malorum sacerdotum. Non enim, 
meo judicio, satis est sacerdoti constructio collectae, propo- 
sitio quaestiunculae, re^ponsio ad sophisma ; sed multo magis 
bona et pura et sancta vita, probati mores, mediocris doc- 
trina scripturarum, aliqua cognitio sacramentorum ; ante 
omnia timor Dei, et amor vitae coelestis. Recitentur leges 
quae jubent ut beneficia eoclesiastioa dignis conferantur, et 
promotiones fiant in ecclesia recto examine virtutis ; mm af- 
fectione camali, non acceptatione personarum ; quo fit his 
diebus, ut pueri pro senibus, stulti pro sapientibus, n:^ pro 
bonis regant et dominentur. Recitentur leges, quae militant 
contra symoniacam labem ; quae lue^^ quae contagio, quae 
dira pestis, late serpit modo, ut cancer, per animos sacer- 
dotum; ut non vereantur plerique his diebus precjbus et 
obsequiis, praemiis, pollicitationibus, Qompai:are sibi magnas 
dignitates. Recitentuj: leges quae jubeqt personalem residen- 
dam curatorum in eccl^siis suis: nam ex hoc multa mala 
na^cuntur, quod omnia hiis diebus in ecclesia fiunt per ope- 
ram vicariam>, et homines substitutos ; et eos quoque inep- 
tos, et inidoneos, ac saepe iniquos, qui nihil aliud in plebe 
nisi sprdidum lucrum quaerunt; unde scandala, unde ha&- 
reses, unde in populo n^a Cbristianitas. Redtei^uir leg^s 
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^t sanctae regulse traditas a patribus de vita et honestate cle- 
ricorum ; que prohibent ne clericus sit mercator, ne sit foe- 
nerator, ne sit venator, ne sit publicus lusor, ne sit arma 
gerens; leges qu« prohibent clerias frequentare tabernas, 
suspectas habere familiaritates cum mulierculis ; leges quas 
jubent sobrietatem et modestiam in vestibus, et in corporis 
coltn temperantiam. Recitentur etiam istis domitiis monachis 
et religiosis leges, quse jubent, ut via larga seculi relicta, in- 
oedant arcta via, quae dueit ad yitam ; qua& jubent, ut non 
insistant negotiis, nee secularibus, nee- ecclesnasticis ; quae 
jubent, ut non litigent in curiis priilcipum pro rebus ter- 
venis. Nam in Galdlden. concilio est ; monachos se debere 
tradere duntaxat orationl et jejunio, et castigatiorti • sua& 
damis, et obserratiom disciplinas suae monasticae. Ante om- 
ma vero recitentur leges quae pertinent et spectant ad vos, 
^everendos patres et dominos episcopos. Leges de justa et 
canonica electione testra, in oipitulis eoclesiarum, cum in- 
Toeatione divini Spiritus : nam propterea quod hoc non fit 
hisf diebus, et quiet saepe eliguntur praelati magis favoribus 
hominmn, quam gratia Dei : iddrco habemus certe nonnun- 
quam episcopos parum spirituales, homines ma^s mundanos 
quam ecelestes, sapientes magis spiritum hujus mundi quam 
dfiiritum Christi* Recitentur leges de residentia episcoporum 
iti dioeeesibus suis ; quas jubent ut intendant ammdiliim sa- 
iU^ ut verbunf Dei jteminent, ut in suis eccle^is, saltern 
magnis diebu» festis, appareant^ ut sacrificent pro populo 
siio, ut eiiusas paupenim audieait, ut orphanos pupillos, et 
?iduaft sustineant, ut semper in ^pepbus pietatis se exerce- 
dat Redt^ntur leges de patrim^io Christi bene distribu- 
efido ; leges qus jubent Ut bona ecclesiae exponantnr, non 
it) sumptuosis aedificiis, non in apparisttibus et pompis, non 
i& conviviis et commessatioftibus, non in luxu et lascivia, 
ifon in ditandi^ consanguineid, non in dendis canibus, sed in 
rebus eeclesia^ utilibuii et necessariis : nam interroganti Au* 
^stmoy Anglorum episoopo, quomodo episcopi et praelati 
Anglias exponent bona sua quae sunt fidelium dblationes,re- 
^ndit papa Gregoriua, (et ejus responsto ponitur in Deeret. 
c^. xii. q. s^cunda,) Bona ^delicet episcoporum in quatuor 
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partes dividi oportere; quarum una para quisoopo et fa- 
miliie, altera clericis suis, tertia reparandis gdificais, quarta 
pauperibus debeatur. Recitentur leges, et iterum atque 
iterum recitentur leges illae, quas tollunt Bordes et spurdtias 
curiarum, quae amputant istas artes quotidie novas inveni- 
endi lucri ; quae conantur extirpare et eradicare istam tetnun 
ayaritiam, quae est origo et causa omnis mali, quae est fmis 
totius iniquitatis. Renoventur postremo illae l^es et oon- 
stitutiones patrum de celebratione concilioruni ; quae jubent, 
ut provindalia concilia frequentius pro reformatione ecdesiae 
celebrentur : nam nunquam acddit ecdesiae ChrisU res ma- 
gis detrimentosa quam omissio condliorum, turn generaHum, 
turn provincialium. Hiis legibus et hujusmodi aliis recitatis 
quae ad rem pertinent, quaeque ad oorrectionem morum 
spectant ; superest ut eaedem cum omni autboritate et im- 
perio mandentiu* executioni, ut habentes legem aliquando 
secundum legem vivamus. Qua quidem in re vos potissi- 
mum, debita cum reverentia, patres appello. Nam ista le- 
gum executio, et observatio constitutionum a vobis incipiat 
oportet, ut vivis exemplis doceatis nos sacerdotes vos imitari. 
Alioquin certe dicetur de vobis : Imponunt onera gravia hu- 
meris aUorum ; ipsi autem ne digito quidem stio vclunt ea 
maoere. Vos autem, si servaveritis leges, inque ad normam 
et regulam canonum vitam vestram imprimis reformaveritis; 
tunc dabitis nobis lumen, in quo quid nobis faciendum 
sit videamus ; lumen videlicet optimi exempli vestri ; nos- 
que videntes patres nostros servare leges, libenter patrisssr 
bimus, id est, vesti^ patrum nostrorum sequemur. Refor- 
mata autem parte clericali et sacerdotali in ecclesia, possumus 
tunc justo ordine procedere ad reformationem partis laicalis. 
Quod quidem facillimum erit factu, si prius nos reformati 
fiierimus : nam corpus sequitur animam, et quales in civitate 
rectores, tales inhabitantes in ea. Quapropter si sacerdotes 
ipsi, animarum rectores, fuerint boni, statim populus se- 
quetur bonus, fionitas enim nostra docebit eos ut boni 
sint, clarius quam omnes aliae doctrinae et praedicationes : 
bonitas nostra coget eos in viam rectam, efficacius certe 
quam pmnes vestrae suspensiones et excommunicationes. 
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Quamobrem si voleds laicos viyere pro voto et voluntate 
Testra, vos ipsi prius vivite pro voluntate Dei : atque ita 
(mihi credite) quod volueritis, in eis facile assequemini. Vos 
Yultis obedientiam ab eis. £t justum est; nam in Epistola 
ad Hebr. sunt verba Pauli ad laicos : Obedite, inquit, pr<e- 
ptmtis vestrisj et mdgaceie eis, Sed si volueritis istam obe- 
dientiam, perficite prius in vobis ratiohem et causain obedi- 
entiae, quam tradit idem Paulus ; et sequitur in textii : hoc 
est; PerviffUaief nxtianem reddHuri de ammabus eorum, et 
obedient vobis* Vos vultis honorem a populo : justum est* 
Nam scribit Paulus ad Timotheum ; Qui bene prtesunt 
presb^rij duplid honore digni sunt; maxime qui laiorani 
verbo et doctrina. Cupientes ergo honorem, bene praeside- 
atis prius, et laboretis in verbo et doctrina ; et tum vos po- 
pulus omni honore prosequetur. Vos vultis metere camalia 
e(»*um, et colligere decimas et oblationes ^ne reluetatione. 
Justum est : nam dicit Paulus ad Romanos scribens : Debi^ 
tores sunt^ et debent in camaiibus mimstrare vobis, Sed 
Tolentes metere camalia eorum, prius seminate vos spiritu- 
alia vestra ; et time abunde camalia eorum metetis. Nam 
durus est ille homo et injustus, qui vult metere tM non se^ 
mmaverity et cclUgere ubi nan disperserit Vos vultis liber- 
tatem ecclesiasticam, et non trahi ad judida secularia. £t 
hoc quoque justum est : nam in Psal. est ; Nclite tangere 
Christos meos. Sed cupiei^tes istam libertatem, solvite vos 
prius a servitute mundana et ab obsequiis hominum ; et ven- 
dicate vos in veram libertatem Christi, spiritualem liberta- 
tem in gratia a peccatis ; et servite Deo, et regnate in ipso : et 
tunc (credatis mihi) populus non tanget Christos Domvni 
Dei sui. Vos vultis securitatem, quietem, et pacem. Et hoc 
decet. Sed volentes pacem, redeatis ad Deum pads et di- 
lectionis ; redeatis ad Christum, in quo est vera pax Spiri- 
tus, ^uae exuperat omnem sensum ; redeatis ad vos, et ad 
veram vitam sacerdotalem. Atque postremo, quod jubet 
feiuius, Re/brmemini in novitatem sensum vestri^ut sapiaOs 
ea quoi sunt Dei; et pax Dei erit vobiscum. 

Haec sunt, reverendi patres, vosque viri prseclari, quae de 
reformatione ecclesiastici ordinis dicenda putavi. Ea, spero, 
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pro yestn hunuuiitate, in bonam partam aocquetis. Quod 
ocubi forte in sermone hoc modum exoessisse yidear; si- 
quid intemperantius dixisBe ; ignoscite mihi : et date veniam 
homini ex zelo loquenti; homini dolenti ruinam eoclesifle: 
et prsetermissis meis ineptiis, considerate rem ipsam. Con- 
siderate miseram ecclesue formam et statum: et in ejus 
reformatione totis animis incumbite. Nolite, patres, nolite 
nnere istum vestrum tarn celebrem oonrentum aUre in ra- 
num. Nolite pati istam vestram congr^ationem ektbi in 
nihilum. Congregamini quidem sepe. Sed (ut refitra pace, 
quod verum est, dicam) non video, quis adhuc fiructus, jme- 
iertim ecclesiie, ex istiusmodi oonventibus sit consecutus. 
Ite modo in Spiritu quern invocastis, ut ejus auxiUo adjuti, 
in isto vestro condlio possitis ea excogitare, statuere, de*- 
cemere; quae sint ecdenae utilia; qvLBd vobis laudi, qu» 
Deo honori : cut sit omnia honor et ^oria m secula $ecu- 
loruffi. Amen. 
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1 E are come to gether^ to daye, fathers and ryghte wyse 
men to entre councell : in the whiche, what ye wyll do, and 
what matters ye wyll bandell, yet we understande nat« But 
we wysahe, lliat one sremembring your name and profession, 
ye wold mynde the reformation of the churchy matter^ 
For hit was neuer more nede. And the state of the churche 
dyd neuer desyre more youre endeuours. For the spouse 
of Christe, the churche, whom ye wolde shulde be without 
q)otte or wrynde, is made foule and euyl fauored, as saith 
Esaias: The Jhiikfidl cite ia made an haarhHe: and aa 
saythe Hieremias: She hath dotie lechery with matny louerMi 
vherby die hath conceiued manye aodes of wyckednes, and 
dayly bryngethe forthe very foule frute. Wherfbre I came 
hjTther to day fathers^ to wame you^ that of this your coun- 
oell, with all your mynde, ye thynke upon the reformaticnx 
of the churche* But for sothe I came nat wyllyngly : iae I 
knewe myo^ unwortbynes. I sawe besyde, how harde it 
was to please the precise iugement of so many men. For I 
iuged it Ytterly vn worthy and vnmete, ye and almost to mal- 
apert, that I a seruant, shuUe coimsayle my lordes ; that I 
a Sonne, shulde teache you my fathers. Truely it had bene 
meter for some one of the feithers, that is to say, you pre* 

* A more modern traDslation of 12mo. with others of Dr. Howard, 
this Sermon byT. Stokh, B. D. of &€. and notes on it and Erasmas's 
Canhriilge^ was. priated theit 1661, Life oC Colet. Gough. 
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lates myght haue done it with more graue auctorite, and 
greatter wysedome. But the commaundement was to be 
obeyed of the most reuerent father and lorde, the archebys- 
shoppe, presydent of this oounoell, whidie layde vpon me 
this bourden, truly to heuy for me. We rede, that the pro- 
phette Samuell sayd: Obedience is better than sacrifice. 
Wherfore fathers and ryghte worthy men, I pray you, and 
beseche you, that this day ye wold susteyne my weakenes 
with your goodnes and pacience. Farthermore to help me 
at the begynnynge with your good prayers. And before all 
thynge let us pray unto God the Father allmyghty. Fyrste 
remembrynge our most holye father the pape, and all spi- 
ritual pastours, with all Christen people, farthermore the 
moost reverent father and lorde, the archeUshoppe presi- 
dent of this councell, and al bisshops, and all the clergie, 
and all the people of Englande: remembrynge fynally 
this youre congregation, desyrynge Gkxl to inspire your 
myndes sq accordyngly to agre, to suche profyt and frute 
of the churche that ye seme nat after the councell fynysshed 
to have been gethered to gether in vayne and without 
cause. Lette us all saye Pater noster. 

To exhorte you reuerent fathers to the endevour of re- 
formation of the churches estate: because that nothjmge 
hath so disfigured the face of the churche, as hath the fa- 
cion of secular and worldly lyuynge in elerkes and pristes : 
I knowe nat where more conueniently to take b^gynnyng of 
my tale, than of the apostle Paule, in whose ten^le ye are 
gathered to gether. For he writynge unto the Romanes, and 
vnder their name vnto you saith : Be you not confiyrmed to 
this worlde : but be you reformed in the newnes of youre 
under stamdynge, that ye may prove whai is the good wyll &f 
God weUpleaMng and perfecte. This dyd the apostle wryte 
to all Christen men, but most chiefly unto pristes and bys- 
shops. Pristes and bishops are the light of the worlde. 
For vnto them sayde our Sauiour : You are the lygkte of the 
worlde^. And he sayde also : If the lyghte that is vn the be 

** Sir Thomas More, in his book of Serraou. << As I herde onys mayster 
Dialogues, fol. 83, speaks thus of this *< Colett the good deane of Powlys 
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darkenesy kowe darJce shall th^ ddrkefies be f That is to 
say, if pristes and bysi^ops, thdt shulde be as lyghtes, ronne 
in the darke way of the^orld, howe darke than shall the 
secular people be? Wherfore saynt Paul sayde chiefly 
unto pristes and bysshops : Be you nat confbmiable to this 
worlds but be ye reformed. In the whiche wordes the apostle 
dothe two thinges. Fyrst he doth forbyd that we be nat con- 
'formable to the worlde and be made camall. Farthermore he 
doth command that we be reformed in the spyryte of God, 
where by we are spirituall. I entendynge to foUowe this or- 
der, I wyl speke first of conformation, than after of reform- 
ation. Beyounaty^thheyConfiyrmailetothiszcorlde. The 
apostle calleth the worlde, the wayes and maner of secular 
lyuyng : the whiche chiefly doth reste in foure euylles of this 
worlde: that is to say in diuUysh pride, in camall concupi- 
scence, in worldly couetousnes, in secular busynes : these are 
in the worlde, as saynt John the apostle witnesseth in his pistell 
canonioall. For he say the ; All thynge that is in the w&rlde^ 
is either the concupiscence ofthefiesshe^ or the concupiscence 
of the, eieSf orpryde oflyfe. The same are nowe and reygne 
in the churche, and in men of the churche, that we may 
seme truely to say, all thyng that is in the churche, is ei- 
ther concupiscence of fleshe, or eies, or pryde of life, And 
fyrste for to speake of pryde of lyfe, howe moche gredynes 
Mid appetite of honour and dignitie is nowe a dayes in* men 
of the churche ? Howe ronne they, ye almost out of brethe 
from one benefice to an other: from the lesse to the more, 
from the lower to the hygher? who seethe nat this? who 
seynge this sorowethe nat ? More over these that are in the 
same dignities the moost parte of them doth go with -so 
stately a countenance and with so hyghe lokes, that they 
seme nat to be put in the humble bysshoprike of Christ, 
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precbe. He sayde that yt can be 
'* Doae other, but that we maste ever 
" be ODe degree under the clergye. 
" For surely as he sayd yt can be no 
** lye that our Savyonre say the hym- 
selfe, whyche saythe of them, that 
they be the salt of the erthe. And 
yf the salt ouys apalle, the worlde 
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<< must nedys waxe nnsavery. And 
'* he saythe that they be the lyght of 
" the world. Add then yf the lyght 
*< sayth he be^ darkned, how dark 
<< then wyl the darknes be, that ys to 
" wytte all the world besyde, whereof 
" he called the clergye onely the 
** lyghte.** North. 
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but rather in the high lordship, and power oi the worlde, 
nat knowynge, nor aduertinnge, what Christe, the mayster 
of all mekenes, sayd unto his disciples, whome he caUed to 
be bysshoppes and pristes: TTie princis ofpeople, sayth he, 
haue lardshipp qftiiem : and those thai be in auctorite haiu 
power: but do ye not so: but he that is greatter amonge 
ffou^ let him be mmister. He that is highest in dignitie^ be 
he the serutmt qfcd men. The Sonne of man cavne nat to 
be mynystred vnto^ but to minystre. By whiche vroris 
our Sauiour dothe playnly teache, that the maistry in the 
churche, is none other thynge than a ministradon : and thti 
hygh dignitie in a man of the churche to be none other 
thing than a meke seruice. 

The seconde secular euyll is carnal concupiscence. Hath 
nat this vice so growen and waxen in the churche as a fludde 
of theyr luste? so that there is nothynge loked for more 
diligently, in this moost besy tyme, of the most parte of 
pristes, than that that dothe delite and please the senses ? 
They gyue them selfe to feastes and bankett)mge: they 
spend them selfe in vaine bablyng : they gyue them selfe 
to sportes and plays : they ap|dye them sdfe to huntynge 
and haukynge : they drowne them selfe in the delytes of 
the worlde. Procurers and fynders of lustes they set by. 
Against the whiche kynd of men, Judas the apostle crietb 
out in his pistle, sayeng : Wo unto them whiche haue gone 
the way of Cain. They are Joule and besUy^festing m their 
meates unthoutfeareyfeadyng them self€:Jluddes of^ wylde 
see:Jbmynge out their confusions : mito whom the storme of 
darJcenes is reseruedjbr euerlastyng. 

Couetousnes is the thyrde secular euyD: the whiche 
saynt John the apostle callethe concupiscence qf^U eies: 
saynt Paule calleth hit idolatry. This abominable pesti- 
lence hath so entred in the mynde, almoost of all pristes, 
and so hath blynded the eies of the minde, that we are 
blynde to all thjniges, but onely unto those, whiche seme 
to brynge vnto vs some gaines. Fcm* what other thinge 
seke we nowe a dayes in the churche, than fatte benefices 
and hygh promotions ? ye and in the same promotions, of 
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what other thyng do we passe upon, than of our tithes and 
rentes ? That we care nat howe many, howe chargeful, howe 
great benefices we take, so that they be of greatte valure. O 
oouetousnes: saint Paule iustly called the the roote tfal 
mjfBL. jDf the oom'eth this heaping of benefices upon bene- 
fices: of the so great pensions assigned of many benefyces 
resygned : of the, all the sujmge fu* tithes, for offryng^, for 
mortuaries, for delapidations, by the ryght and title of the 
churche : for the whiehe thing we stryue no lesse than for 
our owne-life: O couetousnes: of the cometh these charge- 
ful visitations of byshops: of the cometh the comiptnes d 
cottrtes and these daily newe inuentions : where with the sely 
people are so sore vexed. Of the ocHneth the be^te and 
wantonnes of officials. O oouetousnes mother of all iniquities 
Of the cometh this feruent study of ordinaries to dihite theyr 
iurisdictions : of the cometh this woode and ragenge con- 
tention in ordinaries, of the insinuation of testamentes : of 
the cometh the vndewe sequestration of firutes: of the com^ 
eth the superstitious obseruyng of all those lawes, that sounde 
to any lucre, settyi^ a syde and dispisynge those that con*- 
ceme the amendment of maners. What shuld I reherse the 
reste? To be ahorte, and to conclude at one worde: all 
comiptnes, all the deeaye of the diurche, all the offences of 
the worlde, ccHoe of the couetousnes of pristes. Acoordyng 
to that of saynt Paule, tbat here I repete agayne, and beate 
in to your eares : Couetouinea it the roote efaB, ernfU. 

The fourthe secular euyll, that spotteth and maketh euyli 
faucNred the face of the churche, is the continuall secular 
occupation : wherin pristes and byshops nowe a dayes doth 
bety them selfe, the seruantes rather of men than of God : 
the warriours rather of this worlde thm of Christe. For 
the apostle Paule wryteth vnto Timothe : No man beinge 
Goddee souIdiouTj turmoyk kym selfe witk secular e busynesi, 
The warrynge of them is nat camall but qnrituidl. Fcv 
oure warrynge is to pray, to rede and study scriptures, to 
preache the worde of God, to mynistre the sacraments^ of 
hekh, to do samfice for the people, and to ofFre hostis for 
their sinnes. For we are mediatours and means unto God for 
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men : the whiche saynt Paule wytnessethe, writinge to the 
Hebrewes : Euery byshoppCj sayth he, taken qfmen^ iff or- 
deynedjbr men in those thyngcM that be unto God^ that he 
may offer gyfiea and sacrifices Jbr Wynnes. Wherefore those 
aposteis, that were the fyrst pristes and bishops, dydde so 
moche abhorre from all mimer of medlyng of secular thinges, 
that they wolde nat mynister the meate, that wi» necessarye 
to poore people, all though that was a great worke of ver- 
tue : but they sayd : It is nat mete, that we shulde leaue the 
worde of God^ a/nd seme tables : we wyll be amtknuaOy tn 
prayer^ and preachynge the worde of God, And saynt Paul 
cryeth vnto the Corinthes : If you haue any secular besynes^ 
ordeyne them to be iuges, that be mooste in contempt in the 
churche. Without dout, of this secularitie, and that derkes 
and pristes, (leauynge all spiritualities,) do tourmoyle them 
selfe with erthly occupations, many euylls do folowe. Fyrst 
the dignitie of pristhode is dyshonoured, the whiche is 
greatter than other the kynges or emperours: it is egall 
with the dignite of angels. But the brightnes of this great 
dignitie is sore shadowed, whan pristes are occupied in 
erthly thinges : whose conuersation ought to be in heuen. 

Secondarily pristhode is despised, whan there is no differ- 
ence betwixt such pristis and lay people : but aocordynge to 
the prophecy of Ozee, As the people be^ so are tii£ pristes. 

Thirdly the beautiful ordre, and holy dignite in the 
churche, is confused, whan the highest in the churche do 
meddle with vile and erthly thynges : and in theyr stede, 
vyle and abiecte persons do exercise hygh and heuenly 
thynges. 

Fourthly the laye people haue great occasion of euyls and 
cause to fall, whan those men whose dutie is to drawe 
men from the affection of this worlde by their continuall 
conuersation in this worlde, teche men to loue this worlde, 
and of the loue of the worlde cast them downe heedlyng in 
to hell. 

More ouer in suche pristes, that are so besied, there must 
nedes folowe hypocrisy. For whan they bi so mixte and 
confused with the lay people, vnder the garment and habite 
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of a priste, they lyue playnely after the laye fiidon. Also 
by spuituall wekenes and bondage feare, whan they are 
made weake with the waters of this worlde : they dare ney- 
ther do nor say, but suche thynges as they knowe to be plea- 
sant and thankefuU to their princes. At laste ignorancy and 
biyndnes, whan they are blynded with the darkenes of 
this worlde, they se nothing but erthly thynges. Wherfore 
our sauiour Christe nat without cause, dyd wame the pre- 
lates of his churche : Take hede^ (sayde he,) lest your hartee 
hegreued with glotony and dronkennesj and wi^ the cares 
of this worlde J wUh the cares (saythe he) of this worlde^ 
whawith the hartes of pristes beynge sore charged, they 
caone nat holde and lyfite vp thor myndes to high and he- 
uenly thynges. 

Many other emls ther be, besyde those that folowe of the 
secolaritie 6f pristes, whiche were longe here to reherce but 
I make an ende. 

These be the foure euyls that I haue spoken of, O fathers, 
pristes, by the whiche we are conformable to this worlde, 
by the whidie the face of the churche is made euyll fauour^ 
ed, by the whiche the state of it is destroyed, truly moche 
more than it was in the begynnyng by the persecution of 
Qrrantes : or afterwarde by the inuasion that folowed of he- 
retykes. For in the persecution of tyrantes, the churche 
beynge vexed was made stronger and bryghter : in the inua- 
son of heretykes, the churche beynge shaken, was made 
wyser and more cunnyng in holy wrytte. But sens this 
secularitie was broughte in, after that the secular maner of 
lyuynge crepte in, in the men of the churche : the roote of 
all spiritual Ijrfe, that is to say, charite was extincte : the 
whidie taken awaye, there can nother wyse nor stronge 
churche be in Grod. 

In this tyme also we perceyue contradiction of the laye 
people. But they are nat so moche contrarye vnto us, as we 
are oure selfe: nor theyr contrarines hurteth nat vs so 
moche as the contrarynes of oure euyll lyfe, the whiche is 
contrary both to God and Christe. For he sayd : Who tliat 
is nat with me, is agaynst me, 
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Wc are also nowe a dayes greued of heretyke% m^i mad 
with manieyloug folysshenes: but the heresies of them are 
nat so pestilent and pernicious vnto vs and the people, as 
the euyll and wicked lyfe of pristes : the whicfae (if we be- 
leue saynt Barnard) is a certeyn kynde of here^, and chidTe 
of all, and most perillous. For that same holy father, in a 
certayne conuocation, preaehynge vnto the pristes of his 
tyme, in a certa3me sermon, so he sayde by these wordes. 
^* There be many catholyke and faythful men in qieakynge 
<* and preaehynge, the whiche same men are ha:«tyckes in 
" workyng : for that that heretykes do by euyll teachynge: 
^^ that same do they throughe euyll example, they leade the 
^^ people oute of the right way, and brynge them in to er- 

rour of lyfe. And so moche they are worse than here- 

tyckes, howe moche theyr workes preuaile theyr wordes.^ 
This that holye father saynt Bamarde, with a great and a 
feruent spirite, sayde agaynste the sect of euyll pristes in Jiis 
tyme : by whiche wordes he shewethe playnly, to be two 
maner of heresies, the one to be of peruerse teachynge, aAd 
the tother of naughty life. Of whiche this later is worse 
and more peryllous: the whiche raygneth nowe in the 
churche in pristes, nat lyuynge pristly but secularly, to the 
vtter and miserable destruction of the churche. Wherefoe 
you fathers, you pristes, and all you of the clergie, at the 
laste loke up and awake frome this youre slepe in this forget- 
ful worlde : and at the laste (beynge well awaked) here Paule 
crienge vnto you : Be you nat conformaMe VfUo this zoorlde. 
And this for the first part. Nowe let us come to the seconde. 

The seconde part of reformation. 

But be you reformed in the neztmes of youre vnderstemd- 
ynge. The seconde thynge that saynt Paule conomandeth, 
is that we he reformed in to a newe vnderstandyngey that 
we smelle those thynges that be of God. Be we reformed 
unto those th3aiges, that are contrary to those I spake af 
euen nowe : that is to say, to mekenes, to sobemes, to cha- 
ritie, to spiritual occupation : that as the sayd Paule writeth 
vnto Titus, Renyeng all zvicJcednes and worldly desyreSj "we 
lyue in this worlde soberly ^ truly ^ and vertuously^ 
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This i^formiAiion and rmtjomig ef the dmccbes esGate 
BMBtfe ftedes begytitie ^ you our ftdien, tend so folowe id 
vit your ptistes, imdinidl the tlergye: ytEmwe^nRrheedes: 
joti Id-e an l^mi{)le tal hfwMig tttto tIs. Unto ^jrou we lok^ 
36 Tiflo i»drke8 <f£ our ^cKf^aodoti. in ybo and in your lyfe 
1^ desyre to rede aB in lyuely bokes, ho^e and after what 
facion we maye ly ue« Wheifore if you wyll ponder and lolee 
vpon oim mottis, fyrste take awaye the blockes out of y4>ur 
des. Hit is an olde pTotierbe : PkisUum heaie Ay u^; 
Tou [^ritual phisicions, fyrst taste you this medieiaci <€tf 
pargadon ei maners: and than afW office vs the same to 
taste. 

The waye, whereby the churohe maye be reformed into 
better facion, is nat for to make newe lawes. For there be 
Iswes many, inow^ and out of nombre, as Salomon :8aith : 
■Noihffng is newe vnder the s&nne. For the euils that are 
newe in the churohe, were before in tyme paste, and there 
is BO faute, but that fathers haue prouyded Terye good ^ve- 
inedyes for hit. There la^-no tiefipaces, but that diere 'be 
Wes agBtyMt tbem in the body of the canon lawe. Tfaw- 
fore hit is no nede, IJiat newe lawes and constitutionB ffae 
made : but that those, that are made all redye, be kepte, 
i^erfore in this your assemble, let those lawes, that' are 
mode, be ^sailed before you and rchersed. Those lawes r(I 
wye^ thiit teistrayne vice, and xhose that Murder vertne. 

I^rst let'those lawes be rehersed, that do warne you-fiu 
thers, that ye put nat ouer soone youre handes on euery 
man, or admitte vnto 'hoty orders. For ther is die wdl of 
euib; thtft ilie brode gate of ^holy 'orders opened, euerye inafti 
that affet^Kthe hym selfe, is all where admyt ted withoiit .ptdl- 
ynge becke. Themf spryi^eth and eomedi out the peo- 
ple, that ^1^ in the chmrdie both of vnleflied ^and euyll 
pridtes. 'Hit is nat inou^gfae for^a priste (ofitor my iugement) 
to oonstpue a cdllette, topntibvth a question, <or to aniswere 
to a Bopheme, but modhe tnMre a good, a >puve, and a holy 
life, approued inaners, metdy lernynge of holye scripture, 
Bonie teiowt^ of tbe saxsnusdefites. Chiefly and aboue all 
thj^ge, thefettre of God, and loue of fhe'heuenly lyfe. 
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Lette the lawes be rehersed, that oommaunde that bene- 
fices of the churche be gyuen to those that are worthy: and 
that promotions be made in the churche by the ryghte ba-' 
hince of vertue, nat by camall affection : nat by the decep- 
tion of persones : wherby hit happenethe nowe a dayes that 
boyes for olde men, fooles for wise men, euyll for good do 
reigne and rule. 

Lette the lawes be rehersed, that warreth agaynst the 
spotte of symonie. The whiche coruption, the whiche in- 
fection, the whiche cruell and odible pestilence so creepeth 
nowe abrode, as the canker euyll, in the myndes of pristes, 
that manye of them are nat aferde now a dayes, both by 
prayer and seruice, rewardes and promesses, to gette theia 
great dignities. 

Lette the lawes be rehersed, that commande personall 
resydenoe of curates in theyr churches. For of this 
many euyls growe : by cause all thynges now a dayes are 
done by vicaries and parysshe pristes : ye and those fool- 
ysshe also, and vnmete : and often tymes wicked : that seke 
none other thynge in the people than foule lucre, wherof 
cometh occasion of euyl heresies, and yl Christendome in 
the people. 

Lette be rehersed the lawes and holy rules gyuen of fa- 
thers, of the lyfe and honestye of derkes : that forbydde 
that a clerke be no marchant, that he be no vserer, that he 
be no hunter, that he be no common player, that he here no 
weapon. 

The lawes that forbydde clerkes to haunte tauemes: 
that forbydde them to haue suspecte familiaritie with women. 
The lawes that commaunde sobemes, and a measurablenes 
in aparyle, and temperance in adoumynge of the body. 

Let be rehersed also to my lordes these monkes, cha- 
nons, and religious men, the lawes that commande them to 
go the strayte way, that leadeth vnto heuen : leauynge the 
brode way of the worlde : that commande them nat to tour- 
moyle them selfe in busynes, nother secular nor other : that 
commaunde, that they sewe nat in princis courtes for erthly 
thynges : for it is in the councel of Calddinens, that monkes 
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ought onely to gyue them selfe to prayer and fastynge, and 
to the chastysynge of their flesshe, and obseruynge of theyr 
rules. 

Aboue ail thynges let the lawes be rehersed that pertayne 
and conceme yoii my reuerent fathers and lordes, bysshops, 
lawes of your iuste and canonicall election : in the chaptres 
of youre churches, with the callynge of the Holy Goste. 
For by cause that is nat done nowe a dayes, and by caus^' 
prelates are chosen often times more be fauour of men than 
by the grace of God : therfore truly haue we nat a fewe 
tymes byshops full litell spiritually men rather worldly thani 
heuenly, sauouryng more the spirite of this worlde than the 
spirite of Christe. 

Let the lawes be rehersed of the residence of byshops iii 
theyr diocesis : that commaunde, that they loke diligently, 
and take hede to the helthe of soules : that they sowe the 
worde of God : that they shewe them selfe in their churches^ 
at the leest on greatte holye dayes. That they do sacrifice 
for their people. That they here the causes and matters of 
poure men : that they susteine fatherles children and we- 
dowes: that they exercise them selfe in workes of vertue. 

Let the lawes be rehersed of the good bestowyng of the 
patrimony of Christe; The lawes that commande that the 
goodes of the churche be spent, nat in costly byldyng, nat 
in sumptuous apparell, and pompis : nat in feastyng and 
bankettynge : nat in excesse and wantonnes : nat in enrich- 
inge of kynsfojke : nat in kepynge of dogges, but in thynges 
profitable and necessarye to the churche. For whan saynt 
Augustyne, some tyme bysshof^ of Englande, dyd aske 
the pope Gregorie, howe that the bysshops and prelates of 
Englande shulde spende theyr goodes, that were the offiinges 
of faithful people ; the said pope answered (and hia an- 
swere is put in the Decrees, in the xii. chap, and seconde 
question) that the goodes of byshops ought to be deuyded- 
in to iiij partes : where of one parte oughte to be to the by-^ 
shoppe and his househdlde: an other to his clerkes: the 
third to repayre atid/vpholde his ten^mentes : the foufthe ta 
the poure people. . 

s3 
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Let the kwes be vehened, ye and that often tymes, ibit 
take awmye the fildies aad TB^enliiMd of ooiirtes: that take 
awaye those daylye newe founde craftes for lucre : that huf. 
them to puUe away this fisule oonetousiiee, the whidie is the 
vpmg and cause of aH euils : the wUche is the weB of all 
iniquitie. 

At the last lette be renewed those kwes and cuns tku t i uns 
of fiilhevs ef the celdbratiwi of oooneds, that ownmaimJe 
jNPouiAciail councels to be ofttnor lined for the nAaaaaikm 
of the churche. For there neoer hiqwieth. nodiyQ^ more 
hnrtefiill to the chorcbe of Christen than the hdte boA ef 
eouncell general! and promnoalL 

Whan these lawes and such other ar lehened that he 
Sor us^ and that conceme the oonection of manen^ tl^re 
lacketh nothynge^ but that the sane be put. in executioiiy 
with all auctoritie and powen That ones {BHog we hane 
ahwe) we liue aftev the lawe. For the whidie ^nge%inlk 
al dve reiseienoe, I calle chiefly ypon yxHt fiather&^ For itis 
execution of the law«s^ and obsexwig of the eonstiliiitioiM^ 
BMiBte nedes begynne of you ^ thai j% majy teache vs pastes, lo 
folowe you by lyucty exaBi^)le9 : or eUes trewdiy Ut wyttbe 
sajide of you : Thiif loafgrenowt terdsnt Vjpam cAerwutM 
hBtdce9\y and tkey them ge^ wyb vM as motke «r tmtAi ii 
wUh. their hfkeltjynger* 

Focsodic if you kepe the lowes: and if y»a refamK 
fyrste year lyfe to tiie rales of the canon kwea^ dxini aUI 
ye gyue tb lyght (i» the whiehe we- aaarj^e a^ what is to be 
done of our parte) thai is ta say, the Igiq^hte of ynanr gnal 
caumple : and we seynge oqre fiidiars so iscpng thahwa 
iryM gladly folowe the sleppea ef ouv fatheia 

The clergies and ^Nvitnals part ones; idonned ka ^ 
churdie, than may we with a iuate oidev pvoeede to the re- 
formation of the Iay» parte: the whiehe tvnely¥iry]i be wijpe 
dasy to do: if we fyrst be reformed^ For die bodye fokvw 
eCh the soule. And suche rulers aa ar9 in the^cite^ l^li^ 
dweU»^ be in it, Wherfbre if priates, dial hane die eh«gs 
^ 8otites> be good : stieyghte the people wyll be good. Our 
goodnes shall teche th^m more clerely ta be good dian al 
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other teachynges and preehynges. Our goodnes ahall 0001* 
pel them in to the right way, truly more effectuously, tba» 
than all your suspendynges and curaynges. 

Whoifore if ye wyll haue the lay people to lyue after 
youre wysshe and wyll : fyrst lyue you your selfe after the 
wyl of God. And so (trust me) ye shall gette in them what 
so euer ye wyll. 

Ye wyll be obeyed of them, and right it is. For in the 
ejHsteU to the Hebiewes, these are the wordes of saynt Paule 
to the bye pec^le. Obey (saith he) to your rvier^^ cmd be 
you vnder them. But if ye wyll haue this obedience: first 
performe in you the reason and cause of obedience: the 
whiche the sayd Paule dothe teache : and hit fobweth in the 
teste: that is: Take you hede also dUigenthfj as though ye 
shuld gyue a recknynge Jbr theyr souiea: and they wyll 
obey you. 

You wyll be honored of the peq[ile: hit is reason. For 
saint Paule wryteth ynto Timotbe: Pristee that rule weU^ 
are worthye double honours^ cM^y those that labour in uforde 
and teachyng. Therlbre if ye desjnre to be h<»ioared : fyrste 
loke that ye rule well^ and that ye laboure in worde and 
teachynge: and than shall the people haue you in all 
honour. 

You wyll repe theyr oamall thinges, and gether tithes 
and officyngea without any stryuynge : ri^t it is. For saint 
Paule wry ting vnto the Romanes, say th : They are dettours^ 
and aught to ministre vnto^you in eamail thinges: fyrst 
sowe you your spirituall thynges : and than ye shall repe 
plentifully theyr oamall thynges. For truely that man is 
very harde and yniust, that wyl repe where he neuer dyd 
somei and thai wfi gether where he neuer skatered. 

Ye wyl hau^ the churches liberte, an4 V^ to be diawen 
afore secular iuges, and that also is ryght. For hit is in the 
Psalmis, Touche ye nat myne anoynted. But if ye desire 
this liberte: fyrst vnlouse your selfe frome the worldlye 
bondage, and from the seruioea of men : and ly f te vp your 
selfe in to the tre we lybertye, the spirituall lybertye of Christe, 
in to grace frome sjrnnes, and serue you God, and raygne in 

s 4 
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lijiii. And tban (bdeue me) the peopk wj/B not Umcke Ae 
amn/mUAcfihtyr Lords God. 

Ye wolde be of busiiies in rest and peace: and that is 
oonuement But if ye wyl haue peace, come agayne to the 
Grod of peace and loue. Come agayne to Christe: in whom 
is the very true peace of the goste, the whiche passedi al 
wytte. Come agayne to your selfe, and to youre prisdy ly- 
uynge. And to make an ende, as saynt Paule saythe: Be 
you reformed in the newnes of your vndereiandyngey Aai 
you sauoure those thynges that are cfGod: and the peace of 
God shall be writh you. 

These are they reuerent bihean and ry^te fiumous men^ 
that I thought to be said for the reformation of the chuidies 
estate : I trust ye wyll take them of your gen^hies to the 
best And if parauenture it be thou^^t, that I haue past 
my boundes in this sermon, or haue sayd any thyng out ci 
tempre, forgyue hit me : and ye shall forgyue a man speak- 
ynge of very zele, to a man sorowynge the decaye of the 
churche : and consyder the thynge hit selfe, nat regardynge 
any foolysshenes. Consyder the miserable fourme and state 
of the churche: and endeuour your selfes with all your 
myndes to reforme it. 

Sufi&e nat fathers, this your so greatte a getherynge to 
departe in vayne. Suflre nat this your congregation to 
slyppe for naughte. Truly ye are gethered often tymes to 
gether (but by youre fauoure to speke the trouth) yet I se 
nat what frute oometh of your assemblyng, namely to the 
churche. 

Gro ye nowe in the Spirite that ye haue called on, that by 
the helpe of hit, ye maye in this your councell fynd out, 
deceme, and ordeyne those thynges that may be profitable 
to the churche, prayse vnto you, and honour vnto God. 
Unto whom be aU honoure and gtorye, Jbr euermore. 
Amen. 

Thomas Berthelet regius impressor excudebat. Cum pri- 
vilegio. 
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EPISTOLA I. 

Jocmnes Coletus Abbati WinchincombefmK 

JbtfRAT mecum heri vesperi (reverende pater) coosaoerdos 
quidam, homo bonus et doctus ; et Pauli diligens auditor, et 
ipeius etiam intime cognoscendi cupientissimus. Ad focum 
et ignem quum aliquantulum confabulad eramus, is ex sinu 
mio oodidllum, in quo Pauli Ejnstolse erant sua ipsius manu 
difigenter descriptse, protulit : ad quod ego subridens, et «« 
mul honunem laudans, d dixi illud ; Ubi thesaurus tuuSj ibi 
car iuum. Turn ille; <^ Nihil,^ inquit, ^^ in scriptis aut mugts 
^^ amo, aut admiror, quam quae ab hoc Paulo oonscribuntur.^ 
Et addidit mihi blandiens, homo non infSBU^tus; me meb in- 
terpretamentis, supeiiori termino, eum in se eiga apo^tolum 
affiBctum maxime condtasse. Turn ego, aspidens hominem ; 
Amo te,^ inquam, ^^ mi frater, amantem Paulum, quern 
ego quoque, una tecum, unice amo et admiror.^ Deinde, 
quum multa adjungebam de laude, sapientia, et divinitate 
Pauli ; quumque dioebam, ^^ In ejus Epistolis, et in hac, in 
^ onmi earum parte admirandissimam esse feciinditatem, et 
^^ rerum, et cognitionis ; ut advertens homo, et diligenter 
<^ ccmsiderans, si velit, fere ex omni verbo apostoli possit ad- 
«< mirabiles et notandissimas sententias depromere:^ turn 

. * I take this abbot to be John Kid- learned man. See Wood's A tfa.Oxon« 
dennuuter^ abbot of Wincfacomb ; a p. 20. 
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ille, hoc dicto quasi inoensus ; ^< At,^ inquit, *^ te quaeso, 
*^ nunc nolns deprome aliquid, dum sedemus ocioei, et ex 
^* hoc thesauro abscoydito, quern dicis tantum esse, erne ali- 
*^ quot propositiones, et effer in Inoem ; portim, ut ex hoc 
** nostro consessu et consermodnatioQe habeam aliquod quod 
^^ memorise mem commendem ; partim etiam, ut ipse quo- 
** que per me legens Paulum solus, possim aliquam adver- 
^^ tendi et notandi ratioaem, te iaiittitus, quae potissimum 
^^ sunt notanda, tenere.**' Turn ^o inquam ; '' Vir optime, 
** morem tibi geiam : apen Ubellum tuum, et in prime ca- 
^^ pite Epistolse quae est ad Romanos solo, quot et quantte 
^* et quam aureae sententiae ooQi^ possunt, experiamur.^ 
'^ At,^ inquit ille, ^^ ne memoria exddant, volia me scribere 
^^ etiam quae dicis ?*" ** Scribe,"" inquam, *^ ad hunc modum.^ 
Itaque, reverende pater, quae iUe me dicta^te scripsit, Tolui 
ad te describere, ut tu quoque, omnis sanctions sapentis 
ardentissiBiiis aiiM|toi% videaa qiud leviter in Paulo ooitio^ 
ad hibemum igaem sedentes nodo aanotabaiwia tantiw ia 
pnmo capite Mfom est ad Bananos ; qua^ simt ea qam m^ 
qumtur. ^Cxedere Christ^ est ex gfoticNsa yoeatwme: 
^ euDg^tsBMim Christimi est ex segr^tione* Paulu9 a 
<^ CSiristo ipso legalua el missua fuit, Qoines vero €hiisli* 
^ api dsleoli sui^ a Deo» el aaneti. Gratia el pax cum Deo 
^^ ^t^ quae maxiraei exopletur iv Deo* Qaudmdum BiAJfiisw 
*^ est «t gratulandum de fide bonuaiiixi yisendi sunt alii. 
^^ Ad firufilupi et emotuiiiicntum fidei pr»dica4KMris veibi Dei 
^ est doom^e univ 0*sqs. De evaiigelio nusq[ii«m, el nunqiMSft, 
^ et miUQ modo pi^Laklum est Pottos jualifictijtiok honii 
^ OMjDi a Deo ostenditiiur in evaogelio. Credens e% coiA^m 
*^ Deo Justus est: cottfideas creaturis quibusqunque infau^ 
<< et injustus est: unde juatitia Deo confidentia est; 1191^ 
^ stitia aliia eonfidentia, quaoi est conjuncta cum diffidenkis 
^ Deo. Cujusmodi est fides, talis est cullus Dei. Cuiffue 
^ alii a Deo qonfidere idololatria esl. Ex confidentia aoli 
^< Deo Tcrus Dei eultus nasctlun Cbgnoseere X)eum quoquo 
^ modo, et non eiuidem cokie, maxima et odioaisaima inqpie- 
^^ tas est. Deus in creaturis suis loquitur, et per eas scapsum 
^^ homioibus ostendit. Deiim disoere in aiiia oreaturis, ut 
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philoaophantes oonaiituv^et mmdm non oolore, nun »ocb> 
DUB porodest, sed waxime noeel; midk seqnitorj^qaod me* 
<^ Ihok sk ignocaire Deum^ qua» euBdcm quoqua modo oc^ 
^^gidtimi. noB mmtae et ccdeie. Impetotia id est. Quod 
^ I)eu» nen colituv, luilli honainum excuMtio esse potest : 
OBHiea notkoes et gentes afa. inkio nuiidi Beum son eo* 
leates kupietatis candsmnabttatnr. CogHtuiD si habes 
Denm qufxjuo modes « eunden mm oobicni» e vesti^gio^ 
excaecatur meosy et eognitio evancsdt. la summa ^toL 
^< 66bl sokt ease maiylma opimo sapientiae, et hominis pluri- 
^< mi-factio sui. Maximum argumentum stultitiss est te 
^' ipaom putare sapieBtemu £x impartsatc oegligeiitiaque 
^ !Dei ipnniBtta exoilia eat. Bx impietatey igBorantia^ut m 
^ ioBte^ omne sialuHi, pnoAaxit. Impii desenml Deum : da* 
^ seseBles Deuaa a IXbo deienatur : deserti a |)ea pr8»si{N..» 
^^ tantur, in oiave sedus oaTmnil. Mala sunt ex pewenii 
^^ tvlmtate, penrefva Tohiiitaa ex ignooran^ ignerantita. ex 
<^ impielate. Impietas est iqps&Dei negligeiitia: mgi ign ilea 
^jnitem Deun [a Deo} negtiguDtur; naglee^ a I>eo^ aulfe 
^^XKxfis depefeimt. Ex penFeraitate vokmtatis sequilin? 
^' tAam naiune perversion Con peoeato cutful pceaa pea* 
^^ cati, ut ejvs aiae08, cNHMStiir. Vl^^M^P^ooiitiinai. alter- 
^< na mors, qua peccatores sttwl digRi. Faii morle ami 
^< digni et qi» abecraal a Deo, et qui meliora cognoscentes, 
<' sinuiit tamen homines aberrare. Est o^oscentis rectam 
^ Tiam, atii» nioa»trare vian, el ad Tiam ipcepoaaler ravo- 
^ care, ne ipsi cunt alii» perioliteninr.^ Hwc exetxpsimm^ 
et notavimus subito, venerande pater, ul modo dixi, ^x pek 
mo capite Epistoke ad Ramanos. Que non sunt omnia que 
notari possunt. Nam in aalutatione etiam oolligi potest, 
Christum vaticiniis prophetanuDliiisse promissum; Christum 
esse Deum et hooiinem \ Christum homines sanctificare, per 
Christum resurrectionem tum animarum tum corporum es- 
se; et adhmeimiiiuaerabilia alia sunt, quw m eo capite pvbno 
ccBlsncntur, quR heoio linoeb oculis ftusiffiaie mtxavpasml^ 
et si Telit, possb effbdeiv* Ut pelagua qnoddam kifaitam 
aqpifntiia et pietalaa nihi unus-Tidetur Paulaa csae. Sed ea 
paiieubs isto hkmIo peaita; bievaker dclibasaa auSeck oanaa^ 
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oerdoti ilfi noetro, qui aliquas sententias excudi Toluit id- 
tunde, et quasi annulos, ex aurea Pauli materia effii^. Qua?, 
ut vides, ad te deflcripsi mea propria manu, ut tua mens, 
opdme pater, bonitate aurea, tanquam ex qucxlam spedmine, 
quantum est aurum in Paulo reocmditum, agnoscas. Volo 
etiam dominus Gardianus haec una tecum l^at : cujus ani^ 
mus est tanta humanitate, et amore omnis boni prsditus, ut 
quioquid sit in bonis, in eo arbitror quam plurimum delec- 
tari. Vale, optime et mibi charissime pater. 

Tuus Joannes Ccdet 

Hanc nostram chartulam, quum legeris quse in ea ocmti- 
nentur, patieris tunc earn nos rursus habere : quoniain ejus 
exemplum apud me non habeo ; et quanquam non soleo 
apud me epbtolas meas servare, nee possum, quia ut 
primo scribuntur, a me dantur, nullo earum exemplo reten- 
to ; tamen, si quse sunt quae aliquid in se doctrinae habent, 
eas omnino perdi nolim : non quod sunt dignae aliqua cu- 
stodia, sed quod a me relictae aliquam meam memoriam 
possunt adjuyare. Etiam si qua alia sit causa, cur conser- 
vari velim quas scilicet ad te scribo epistolas ; ea est una, 
vel maxima certe, quod ipsae testes perpetue velim perma- 
neant meae erga te observantiae. 

Iterum vale. 

This episde is transcribed out of the original MS. in the 
public library of the urwoersity of Cambridge^ a^ wm 
never printed before. 



EPISTOLA II. 

Joannes Coletus Erasmo suo S. D. 

NON facile credideris, Erasme, quanta me laetitia affecit 
epistola tua, quam modo ad me attulit unoculus noster: 
nam ex ea intellexi ubinam locorum es, quod ante ign«ira» 
bam ; ex eadem etiam videris mibi reversurus ad nos, quod 
erit mibi, et amicis quos babes hie quam plunmos, gratissi* 
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mum. Quod scribis de Novo Testamento, intelligo. Et 
libri novffi editionis tuae hie avide emuntiir, et passim le- - 
guntur; multis probantibus et admirantibus tua studia: 
nomiullis etiam improbantibus, et carpentibus, et ea dioenti- 
bus quae in epistola Martini Dorpii ad te scri^ta oontinen- 
tur. Sed hi sunt theologi illi, quos tu in Moria tua, et aliis 
locis, non minus yere quam facete describis ; a quibus laudari 
vituperium est, et yituperari laus est. Ego vero ita amo 
tua studia, et istam tuam novam editionem ita amplector, ut 
in eadem varie af&ciar. Nam nunc dolor me tenet, quod 
non didicerim Gnecum sennonem, rine cujus peritia nilul 
sumus : nunc gaudeam in ista luce, quam tu ex sole tui in- 
genii emisisti. Frofecto, Erasme, miror foecunditatem pectoris 
tui ; qui tot concipis, et tanta parturis, et tarn perfecta parii 
quotidie ; maxime nullo loco stabiUs, nuUis certis et magnis 
stipendiis adjutus. Hiercnymum tuum expectamus, qui 
multum tibi debet ; et nos quoque, qui per te legemus eum, ' 
nunc et emendatum et illustratum. Recte fecisti, scribens de 
IfMtUutione Prmdpia Chrutiam. Utinam principeis Chri- 
stiani sequerentur bonas institutiones. Illorum insaniis in- 
t^urbantur omnia. Libellum ilium valde cupio, propterea 
quod plalne scio, uti alia tua omnia, prodibit libellus ille abs 
te perfectus. Quod scribis de Germania, credo. Quod au- 
tem mea verba de eadem, et testimonium tam multis ante 
annis dictum citas, miror te memoria tenere. De tranquiUa 
sede quam scribis te optare, ego quoque eandem tibi opto, 
et tranquillam et felicem : nam et ista tua aetas et doctrina 
exposcit. Opto etiam, ut ista tua sedes ultima esset apud 
nos, si te, tanto viro, digni essemus : sed quales sumus, ex- 
pertus es ssepius : tamen habes hie, qui te summopere colunt. 
Cantuariensis noster, cum eram apud ilium, his diebus, de te 
multa locutus, valde cupivit praesentiam tuam. Is, homo 
absolutus omni negotio, nunc degit in otio felidssimo. De 
PhUosophatione ChrisUcma quod scribis, verum est. Nemo 
est (credo) in orbe jam Christiano ad illam professionem et 
negotium te aptior, et magis idoneus, propter multifariam 
tuam doctrinam : quod ipse non scribis ; sed ego hoc dico, 
quod sentio. Legi quod in primum Psalpium scripsisti; 
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et mitar tiuun cc^ianu Dendero cfaie ^mofitiis ^m in J^^- 
fllolfltti ad RofluWM. N«tt oessa, BMftmte ; sed qwim ^lede- 
m vdbis Novtnn Testetnentum Latms, ilkislara id^& tcdt 
£xp0BitiaiiibuB, €ft ede CkAnwentarin icmgisflma in £viib^ 
ge&L TuA kmgitudo est brevitus. Oeseet uppetka^ mode 
wiMDAcbus sit soDiis: in lectione tooruBi amantibtis seii- 
ptaniB^ n apeniera sensus^ (quod neme te melniB faraet,) 
magifum beneficium ccmferes ; et nomen tuum iraroertaLEtati 
oommendalns. Quid dioo, immortatitati P Nomen Eraiaiia 
iranquani peribit : sed gloriae dabis nomen tuum semfntema^ 
et Budans in Jesu, vitam tibi ec«npai>abi8 -fletemam. Qtiod 
deploras foi^nam tuam, non fortiter. In tanto negotio, vide^ 
licet in declarandis scripturis, non potent tiibi fortima di^ 
-eMe ; modo speres in Deo, qui te in pranis adjuvabit, stimu- 
iabitque alios, ut te in sanctissimis studiis adjuvent. Quod 
me exelamaft felicem, demiror, A de fortuna loquem, ut 
non est nulla mea, ita non est ampla, et m^ siunptibus ¥k 
BufBciens.^ Ego me beatum putarem, si vel in siiinma eg&^ 
tate millesimam partem tuse doctrinae et sapiential posi^^ 
rewtj quam tu sine opibns comparasti; docens detetrinam 
singularem alia via, nescio qua, sed tua ista Erasmiea, tit. 
Applicabo me, si patieris, et adjungam lateri tua; exhibebe- 
que metibi discipulum etiam in diseendo Graeee^ quaiiquaRi 
ym ppoi^ectus estate, ^t prope senex, memor Catcjn^e!tti seoefti 
iSffmxx& literas didicisse ; agnoseens etiaifi te, qtd es meeum 
pat estate et annis, nunc Hebinicis Uteris te dat«. :Me, «t 
IiKhs, ama ; et si ad nos reversus fueris, babebis me tibi 
deditistnmum. Vale, ex rure Stepneptiano apud gene^icem; 
i{Uttadhuc vivit, et belle senescit, et de te swpius hilarem et 
jucitndam facit mentionem. In die sancti Edwardi, in ibsto 
sui» transktionis^ sive 18. Octoibris, anno 1516. 



EPISTOLA III. 

Joa/nnes Coletus dom, Erasmo S. 

ERASME charissime, axx^pi literas tuas Basilese smptas 
8 cal. Septembris. Gaudeo, quod intelligimus idbmam :k>- 
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cotvaa 68, et sub quo eoelo yms ;''^audeo etkon^'^ttorit 
les : fafe votum pefsolras Paulo, ut niqinsy &6Utin. iMtHr- 
gontiie tanti te Ikctuift fid«8e, qufiDtiim scstbra, fiu^ oradd : 
gaudeo te reversumm aliquando fld noe. Tmasttiaon'pammk 
id speraare. De uberiore fortima til» ndacio quid dicMH; 
nesdo, quod qui possunt, nolunt, qui vokitit Hon poMttnlt. 
Tui hie omnes valent : Cantuariensis semper est soHta sua^ 
vitate, Lincolniensis, regnat nunc Eboracensis, Londinen- 
sis non cessat vexare me. Quotidie meditor meum secessum 
et latibulum apud Cartusienses nidus noster prope per- 
fectus est: reversus ad nos, quantum coi^icere possum, 
illic mortuum mundo me reperies. Tu cura ut valeas ; et 
quo te coitferes, fkc sciotn. Vale. Ex L<mdiiK>, 90 Octdbris, 
anno 1516. [Edit. Lugd. BaJs. 1703. torn, iv.] 

This and iheybBozving epistk were in noedUion^Erui'' 
mus's EpisileSf tiU'printed in the magnificent ediiimqfiis 
w&rke at Leyden, 1702. fd. 



EPISTOLA IV. 

Joannes Coletns Erasmo Rot. S. 

PROFECTO, Erasme charissime, de te nihil acc^i novi 
post tiium hinc decessum. Quod si postea quippiam intellex- 
ero, faciam (quod jubes) te certiorem; Eram his diebus 
ruri apud meam genetricem ; ut oonsolai^ doleritem de 
morte servi mei, qui interiit in domo illhis ; quern dilexit 
loco fiUi, et flevit mortem illius, plusquam mortem filii suL 
Ea nocte, qua revertebar ad lubem, aco6pi epistolam tuam. 
Unum tibisigniiicoridiculum; quendam^i8copum,'(utiac- 
ceperam,) et eum qui habetur ex sapientioribus, in magtio 
hominum conventu, nostram scholam blasphemasse ; dixisi^^- 
que, me erexisse rem inutilem, imo malatn, imo etiam (ut 
illius verbis utar) '^ domum idololatrise.'" Quod quidem «r- 
bitror eum dixisse, propterea quod illic docentur poetse. Ad 
ista, Erasme, non irascor ; sed rideo valde. Franciscus re- 
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▼enufl ex^t libnim ; ad diem S. Joamiis tdmt me custo- 
dire. Mitto ad te libellmn, in quo est Oratio. Impressores 
dixenml se missuros Cantabrigiam aliquot. Yale, memor 
illorum carminum pro pueris uostris; qwe velim conficias 
oomi fadlitate et suavitate. Cura et alteram partem tuas 
Ccpia habeamus. 



EPISTOLA V. 
Joannes Ccletus domino Eraamo S. 

SUBIBASCOR tibi, Erasme, quod me Uteris ad alios, 
non ad me datis, salutas : nam quanquam non diffido ami^ 
citiae nostre, tamen ista aliena et in alienis Uteris salutado 
fadt, ut alii minus me abs te amari judicent Item alio 
nomine subirascor tibi; quod ad Roffensem misisti Cabal- 
Ustica ReuchUni, et non ad me. Non quod noluerim mi- 
sisse ad eum ; sed quod voluerim, simul ad me unum librum 
miflisses : tam enim delector amore tuo, ut doleam quando 
video te minus memorem esse mei, quam aUorum. Liber ille 
prius venit ad manus meas ; priusque a me percursus est, 
quam datus est RofFensi. De quo libro non audeo judicare. 
Agnosco inscitiam meam ; et qui caecus sum in rebus tam 
remods, et in opibus tanti viri. Quanquam, inter legendum, 
nonnunquam visa fuerint mihi majora miracula verborum 
quam rerum ; nam (ut docet) nescio quid mysterii habeant 
Hebraica verba in characteribus et combinationibus. Eras- 
me, librorum et scientiae non est finis : nihil meUus pro hac 
brevi vita, quam ut sancte et pure vivamus; ac quotidie 
dare operam ut purificemur, et illuminemur, et perficiamus 
quae promittunt ista ReiuMmi Pythagorica et CabaUistica. 
Sed, meo judicio, nulla via assequemur, quam ardenti amore 
et imitadone Jesu. Quare relictis ambagibus, ad brevitatem 
brevi compendio eamus ; ego pro. viribus volo. Vale. Ex 
Londino, anno 1517. 
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EPISTOLAVI. 

Joannes Coletus Erasmo Rot. S. P. 

QUID non probabo ? ita smbis. Quid est Erasmi, quod 
non probem? Legi epistolam istam tunc de Studiis cur- 
am ; quoniam pedetentim, per occupationes, adhuc non li- 
cet. Inter legendiim non solum probo omnia, sed admiror 
sane et ingenium tuum, et artem, et doctrinam, et copiam, 
et eloquentiam. Ssepe optavi ad istum modum institueren- 
tur pueri schoke nostras, quemadmodum di£Bniisti faciendum 
esse. Ssepe etiam optavi, tales esse praeceptores, quales sa- 
pientissime descripsisti. Quando veni ad eum locum in ex- 
trema epistola tua, ubi profiteris te paucioribus annis posse 
adolescentes perducere ad mediocrem utriusque linguae elo- 
quentiam, quam isti literatores ad balbutiem; OErasme, 
quam tunc optavi te praeceptorem in nostra schola! Sed 
habeo spem te allaturum nobis aliquid adjumenti, vel insti- 
tuendis prasceptoribus nostris, quando discesseris ab istis 
Cantabrigiensibus. Servabo exerapla tua, ut jubes, integra. 
De Linacro nostro faciam quod consulis, et amanter, et pru- 
denter. Non desinas nobis perquirere hypodidasculum ; si 
istic sit aliquis talis, qui non superbiat, quique non dedi* 
gnetur sub primo magistro esse. Quod scribis dimicare te 
nonnunquam mei causa cum istis Scoti militibus; gaudeo 
me habere talem pugilem, et propugnatorem mei. Sed est 
iniquum certamen, et inglorium : quid enim laudis est tibi, 
si abefi^eris et confoderis muscas ? Quid ffratiae promereberis 

cessana quam magnifica aut stretiua; at utcunque probat 
soUicitudinem, et amabilem curam, quam babes mei. Ferge, 
Erasme, in dando nobis Basilio, qui dabis nobis Esaiam. 
Bene facies, meo judicio, et tibi optime consulis, si imiteris 
Diogenem ; et paupertate delectatus, te regem regum esse ; 
forsan contemtu nummorum nummos, et fortunam asse- 
quere. In viris ChristUuris mundus sequitur fugientes. 
Unde tot facultates et opes in ecclesia, nisi ex f uga ? Sed 
sdo, non placent tibi ista paradoxa. * Quod scribis de Ri- 

T 
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chardo Croco, miror. Quid ego cum pecuniis aliorum? 
Unde judices, aut suspicere, apud me esse pecunias, quoquo 
modo mihi creditas ? Non adsto morituiis, non blandior pe- 
cuniosis viduis, non immisceo me in testamentis divitum, non 
qusro familiaritates locupletum, non laudo peccata eonmi, 
non jubeo redimant scelera sua pecuniis arbitrio meo posi* 
tis. Crede, apud nos qui non est id genus hominum, non 
fadle habebit pecunias eleemosynarias. Ego meas solum pe- 
cunias tracto ; quas in quam partem efiPundo, tu nosti. Sed 
subrisi, Erasme, et simul amavi istam tuam' innatam ^m- 
plicitatem, quod in ista odiosa tua mendicitate egisti podus 
causam aliorum quam propriam. Summa est, ut nihil ba- 
beam alienee pecuniae pro aliis, ita si humiliter mendicaveris, 
habeo aliquid propriae et meae pecuniae pro te ; quod si petas 
inverecunde, paupertas paupertatem saltem pauperrime ad- 
juvabit. Vale ; et saepe, te quaeso, ad me scribito. Tuus 
Jo. Coletus. Londino, anno 1513. 
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Erasmxis Rot Joanni Coleto S. P. 

ITRiECEPTOR optime, et miror et doleo, Coclitem hue 
sine tuis venisse Uteris. Is tuo nomine mecum expostulate 
quod nihil scribam. Imo jam, opinor, excusavi me tibi, 
quod et rarius et brevius scribam, et tuo otio gra,tulatus 
sum, qui crebras ae longas literas nostras flagites. Crede 
mihi, Colete, tot epistolis hie interpellor episcoporum, ma- 
gnatum, eruditorum, amicorum, ex Italia, Hispania, Ger- 
mania, Gallia, ut si nihil alioqui mihi sit negotii, non am 
tamen huic uni negotio suffecturus. Redamare possum 
omnes, respondere singulis non possum. De Grocini morbo, 
ex animo doleo, qualis quaUs in me fuit. O rem indignam ! 
ejusmodi ingenia, neque senium, neque mortem sentire : sed 
hsec incommoda magis sentiunt immortalitate digni. Cogor 
ob Novum Testamentum excudendum, aliaque nonnulla, 
aut Basileam adire, aut, quod magis opinor futunun, Ve- 
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nebfta: nam a Basilea partim deterret pesds, partim Ladi- 
neri mors, cujus impehdiis res potiadmum agebatur. Tan^ 
turn iter, inquies, suscipis, senex, valetudinarius, turn hoe 
saeculo, quo non aliud fuit scelefatiw intra sexcentos annes ? 
tanta prsedonum ubique licentia? Sed quid fadas? His 
fatjs sum natiis. Si immoriar, immoriar open non ommno 
malo, nifallor. Sin hoc extremo fiabttlie actu ex sententiA 
ocmfecto redire contigerit, quod reliquam erit vitse apUd voi 
sigae statui ; is erit mens ab orbe undiqne inquhiato tseees- 
sus. Regnant in omnibus principum aidis personati theo^* 
logi. Curia Romana 'plane perfricuit frontem: quid enim 
impudoitius his asskluis eondcMOationibus ?^ Et nunc bellutti 
prsetexitur in Turcas, cum re id agatur ut Hispam depeltantuir 
a Neapoli : nam Laurentius nepos Campaniasn sibi vindi- 
care conatus, filia Navarrss regis in uxorem ducta. Qui tu- 
multus sd procedant, tolerabilius fuerit Turcarum imperium, 
quam horum Christianorum ferre. Sed facessant inutiles 
querimonise. Habeo gratiam, quod apud regem negotium 
meum amanter agere coeperis; atque perficias, rogo: nam 
viatico amplo nunc opus est, ne desit, si quid forte accident, 
eorum quae solent homini ; et est animus nostram bibliothe- 
cam augere. Quid hoc est ? toties a me captatus est rex, et 
reverendissimus, toties retia fallunt? Montjoius tantum 
amat : idque sane est aliquid ; sed nihil ad banc profectio- 
nem. Queritur, ut audio, quod non acceperim conditionem 
nuper a rege oblatam. Oblatae sunt Ubras quadra^nta ; et 
centum libras me sperare voluit : rem vero novara, voluit 
ut sperarem, quod ilU non ausi sunt promittere ; toties jam 
expertus, non praestita fuisse, non dicam promissa, sed deje- 
rata. Demiror neque Franciscum, neque Unoculum quic- 
quam literarum tuarum hue retulisse : sed ille suum est so- 
litus agere negotium : et Petro non fuit otium a compota- 
tionibus ; adeo ut cum Antuerpiam appulisset, non licuerit 
hominem primo die convenire, ita vino erat sepultus. Nunc 
meum ipsius famulum istuc misi, qui mihi certiora de sin- 
gulis referat : rqgo ne inanis ad nos redeat, et redeat quam fi- 
eri potest celerrime ; siquidem una haec res moratur meam 
profectionem. Adhibe ad negotium Tunstallum, hominem 

t2 
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vere amioo amicum. Pecuniain ex conailio Sixtini jube de- 
pom apud Maniffiim, qui miniBtro del syDgrapham, qua li- 
oeat ubivis reoipere, et quam minimo danmo. D. Ursewicus 
ante annum promisit equum, et hac spe Novum Testamen- 
tum illi donavi ; quod si acirem illi rem cordi non esse, non 
sollicitarem hominem : si yidetur, scribe illi duo verba per 
famulum meum. Gratulor tibi, qui Mariam habeas domi, 
turbulentum, inquam, ilium hominem : quem ut meis verbis 
dUigenter salutes majorem in modum, te rogo ; nam et amo 
ilium ex'intimis animi affectibus, et debeo plurimum;.Llle 
me suis precibus fulcit, ille epistolis et consolatur, et admo- 
net Si quid forte fuerit famulo meo, rogo ne tua benigni- 
tas illi velit deesse. Vale. 
Lovanio, anno 1518. 
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Sir Henry Cdefs ^P^ bondj on the behalf ^ihe dty qf 
London^ in the treaty qfpea^e and intercourse between 
England and Flanders^ a/imo Dom, 1496. never before 
printed. 

J. O all Chrysten people these present letters beholding or 
heryng Henry Colet knyght nowe mayor of the cite of Lon- 
don in the relme of England helth in oure Lorde everlast^ 
ynge. Where as bi twene the high and myghty prynce my 
soveragne lorde Henry by the grace of God kyng of Eng- 
land and of France and lorde of Irelande on that one piortye 
and the noble prynce Philyp tharchduke of Austry and 
duke of Burgoyne on that other party certayne treatyes of 
amy te and entrecourse of inerchandysing and other commu- 
nicacyon of merchaunts concemynge the profyte of both 
prynces theyr relmes and subjettes the xxiiii daye of the 
moneth of Februarye last past at London wer finally con- 
cluded and determyned. Enowe ye me the sayM Henry at 
the requeste and commaundment of my said sovereigne 
lorde, and at the contemplacyon of his lettres to me in that 
behalfe directed and delyvered of good iayth to have pro- 
mysed and me and myn heyrs to the sayd prynce Phel)rp 
tharcheduke to his heyres and successours under plegge and 
bonde of all my goods present and to come, to have bounde 
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and by thes presentes promyfle and bynde, that I shall pro- 
cure inataunoe and as moche as in me is shall doo that the 
same my lord the kyng his heyres and suocessours all the 
sayd entreoourse and amyte and all and ainguler in the same 
oontejmed and specyfyed well fully and truly shall holde 
observe and fullfylle and by his subjettes and servaunts in 
that theym oonoeme and hereafter shall conceme well and 
truly ^hail doo to be holdyn observed and fiillfylled and to 
the oontrarient doers and brekers €i the same shall ministre 
or doo to be ministred justyce. In witnesse whereof the seale 
of armes of me the same Henry to these presents I have put 
wiyten at London the fyrst daye of the moneth of Maye m 
the year of our Lord God MCCCCXCVL and the xi yere 
of the reygne of my sayd soveragn lord Henry the VII. 
[MS. Cotton. ViteUkis. A. 16.] 



Number II. 
ANGLIA 
Status omn** fructuiun proventuum et reyen^onum tarn omn** 
et fiingulorum beneficiorum ecclesiastic^ quam pmn^ et an- 
gulorum dominiorum maner' terr^ et ten'^torum de jure 
hereditario d'^no Job. Colett sacre theologie professori de- 
cano eccl'ie cath** sancti Pauli London pertinen^ et spec- 
tan^ et que sene^ hospicii sui pro expensis ejusdem ho&- 
picii idem decanus assignauit et unde rec^ balliui firmarii 
et alii ministri eorundem computabiles pro anno finito ad 
Tm sancti Mich'^is arch^i anno regni dn'^i regis nunc Henr^ 
VII» xxiiii® responsur^ sunt videPt 

Arr' speraf de anno preceden* in 

London et Middx vi ii iii ob 

Sutton Court xv vi 

Domeford vii xii 

Denyngton v vii x 

Colchestre mi m mi 

J. Derby nup. recMebet vi xiii ii ob 

Summa xlvi iiii viii q 



NUMBER IL 

Decan' S. Pauli London videPt 
Manerium de Lamboume ad fir- 

mam Ixvi xiii iiii 

Manerium de Sutton ad firmam xlii xiii iiii 

Reddit^ et firme in Loudon et 

Midd XXXV 

•••• • ••■ 

CXUll VI VIU 

Rectoria i 

De Denyngton ad firmam xxxi 

Benefida ecdesiastica valent hoc an- 
no videlicet 

Prebende de 

More in eccl'^ia S. Pauli x 

Botivant in eccPia cath^ Ebor xx 

Domeford in eccFia cath^ Sarum xx 

Libera Capella 

De Hilberworth in com. Norff. . . . xxx 

Ixxii X 

ccxvi xvi viii 

Patrimonii de jure hereditario 

Weston Turvyll xxi ii ix 

Wendover x iiii ii 

Weston et .Hame vii vi viii 

Wyngrave viii 

Vaches in Aston Clynton et Wen- 
dover vii xiii vi 

Shyryngton vii xvii iiii 

Barton in com. Cant vi xiii iiii 

Clypsby in com. SuiF.^ Ixx 

Colchestre iiii 

London xxi ix viii 

iiii^'^xviii xvii v 

Sum * cccxl xiiii i 

■^ A mistake for Norf. 
T 4 
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Summa totalis omn'^ fructuum et all- 

orum premissorum ccdxi xviii ix q 

Repris^ 

In reddit** assiB^ predicti decanatus 

in Midd** nondum leuab^ iv vii 

Reprisis prebende de Botivant ... lix iiii 

Reprisis terr^ in occu'^one WyPmi 

Bradshawe viii ix ix 

Reprisis terr* in occu^one WyPmi 

Bornman ix xix 

Repriffls et aliis reprisis que per 

copiam poOnt apparere per esti- 

mac^ X 



• • » • • • 



xxxmi xvu viu 

Et reman^ de fruct** revensio^bus at 

aliis premissis cccxxvii xiii q 

Unde predictus senlus recognovit se 

recipisse super expensis hospicii 

predicti c iiii ix 

Et reman^ in man** rec^ ballivorum 

firmar^ tenen^ et aliorum mini- 

strorum de premissis computa- 

bilium existen^ ccxxvi xvi iiii 

Edmundo Knevet armigero 

Manerium de Weldon cum mem- 

bris in Denethorpe Kyrkby 

Dene Dulwyk Thjrmyng com. 

North* et Hunt"* perquisit* de 

Wyirmo Knevet milite et Job** 

Knevet armig' valent' per an- 
num in toto xliiii 

Inde resolut* annuatim diversis 

dVs feodorum illorum.. liiii x 

Clar* xli v ii 
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Cristofero Enevet 

Terr'* et ten^ta perquicdt^ de Caty s- 

by in Weldon « iii 

Terr' et ten' perquisit' de Edwar- 

do Cumberford ib'm iii xv 

Terr' et ten' perquisit' de Thoma 

Stoke in Kyrkby xx xl 

Manerium de Thurmjrng perqui- 

sit' de MuUisworth iii iiii 

Duo mesuag' cum terr' et per' in 
Thrynnyng perquisit' de Hen- 
ford XX xi 

Cet' terr* et ten' ib'm perquisit' de 

Newman xv 

Inde resolut' diversis d'nis feodo- 

rum iUorum annuatim..... , x v ob 

Clar' xii xvi ii ob 

Taliat' 

Terr' et ten' talat' apud Wendo- 

verincom'Buk iv iii iy 

Inde resolut' div's d'nis feod' an- 
nuatim in redd' assis' xxvii xi 

Clar' > iii y vi 

Joh'i Colet fil. Wi'i Colfet 

Terr' et ten' in feod' amplici in 

Wendoyer yi iiii 

Inde resolut' diy's d'inis feod' il- 

lorum xxxiiii y 

Clare iiii y xi 

Non legate 

Terr' et ten' in Clyppesby in com' 

NorT per ann' o|are iii x est solus 

seisitus. 
Septem acre pasture et iiii acr' 
terre apud Bednalgrene perqui- 
int' de Ed'o Ratdyf. xviii 
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Inde reeoluf ep<> London annu- 

atimderedd^ .^... iiii i 

Clare xiii i est 

solus seisit^ 
Non legat^ 

Terr** et ten"^ in Stebbunhith man- 
cion^ ib^m cum gard'^s locatis 
pro iv/. per ann. ac sex ten^ in 

White-chapell per ann xxvii xiiii 

Inde resolut^ ep<> London annu- 

atim de redd^ custumar^ Ivi 

Clare per ann^ xxiiii xviii 

N. B. 7%^ casting vp of sums is not always exact in 
originals. 

The preceding account is taken out of a manuscript writ 
in the dearis days, now in the hands qftheJbmUy. 
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TTte testament of Doctor John Coletj A. D. ISll, Jbr the 

endowment ofS. Paulas school. 

IN Dei no^ne Amen quarto die mensis Novembr'* anno 
Dom*^ milPmo quingentesimo imdecimo et anno rcgni r^s 
Henrici octavi post conq'^m tercio ego Johannes Colet sacre 
theologie doctor decanus ecclesie cathedral^ sancti Paul! Lon- 
don^ civis et mercerus London^ ac liber homo ejusdem dvi- 
tatis filiusque et heres Henrici Colet militis civis dum vixit 
et aldermanni London*^ condo facio et ordino presens testa- 
mentum meum quo ad disposicionem omn^ et singulorum 
mesuag^ terr' et ten' meorum subscript' cum eorum pertinen' 
infra civitatem London' in hunc qui sequitur mbdum In 
primis lego et recommendo a'imam meam Deo omnipotent! 
Creatori et Salvatori meo beateque Marie matrique ejus 
Item ego prefatus Johannes Colet do et lego custodibus et 
co'tati mister' mercerie civitat' London' omnia mesuagia 
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ten* et. teii* ixiea mibscript^ vidert unum mesuag^um cum do^ 
ibqs shopis oelar^ Bolax* et cHU^ibus aliis suis pertin^ situaf 
jaceiC et existen^ in Soperslane in parocfaiis sancti Antonini et 
sancti Pancradi in warda de Cordewanerstrete London^ in- 
ter yenellain vocat* Soperslane ex parte orien^ et tenem"* pri- 
oris et oonyentus hospitalis beate Marie de Elsyng London* 
el ten** pertinen^ eccHe pariochal'' de Colchirche London* ex 
parte ooeiden'* et ten^ eccPie beate Marie de Arcubus Londpn* 
ex parte austral'* et aldam sive introitum iVm ducentem a 
Soperslane predict' usque ad posterior' portam mesuagii 
dictonun prions et oonyentus ex parte borial' Continetque 
idem mesua^um meum per terr' in longitudine in parte on- 
ental'.inde juxta Soperslane predict\inter borifui^ et austrum 
centum et.septendecem pedes et. unum pollicem assise et in 
latitudine in parte borial' juxta dictam alduqn sive introitum 
inter orientem et occidjen' octo^nta sex pedes et quinque 
pollices assise et continet in longitudine in parte austral' inde 
f&r tria separal' feoiitispicia sive sqparales angulos nonaginta 
et tres pedes et quatuor pollices assise Interius sive posterius 
quorum quidem trium frontispiciorum five angulorum con- 
tinet in longitudine per austrum viginti novem pedes et di- 
mid' et tres pollices assise Mediumque frontispicium sive 
angulus inde continet in longitudine. per austrum viginti et 
quinque pedes assise Et anterius frontispicium sive angulus 
inde continet in longitudine per austrum tri^ta novem pe- 
des et dimidium assise Que faciunt dictam longitudinem 
nonaginta quatuor pedum et trium poUic' Et continet inte- 
rius sive posterius firontispidum dictorum trium fix>ntispci- 
orum in latitudine in fine occidental' inde quadragii\)ta qua* 
tuor pedes et tres pollices assise Et medium frontispicium 
inde continet in latitudine ad finem occidental' versus au- 
strum plusquam diet' interius frontispicium per vi^ti et 
sex pedes septem poUic' et dimidium assise Ac interius 
firontispidum inde continet in latitudine ad finem ocddental' 
inde versus austrum plusquam medium frontispidum per 
quatuordedm pedes et duos pollices assise Ac etiam omnia 
ilia sex tenementa mea cum eorum pertinen' situat' ad invi- 
cem in p'ochia saticti Georgii in Podynglane juxta Estchepe 
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in warda de Beljmgesgate London** inter ten'^.^eca* et cajM- 
tuli diet** eodle sancti Pauli London' ex parte orientaT et ve- 
nellam Tocat"^ Podynglane ex parte omdent* et venellam vo- 
cat* saint Gorges lane ex parte austral** et ten' mistere de les 
Salteres London^ vocat^ le Scaldynghous alias diet* Fanners- 
halle ex parte borial** Acquidem sex tenementa cum perti- 
nen** continet per terram in longitudine in austral^ parte [inde] 
juxta d^cam venellam vocat^ saint Gorges lane inter orientem 
et occiden^ quinquaginta octo pedes et sex pollices assise et in 
longitudine in borial parte inde juxta dict^ ten^ vocat^ le 
Scaldynge hous inter orientem et ocddentem septuaginta 
pedes assise et in latitudine ad finem occidental** inde juxta 
Podynglane predict triginta sex pedes et tres pollices assise 
et in latitudine ad finem oriental^ inde inter boriam et au- 
strum viginti sex pedes et octo pollices assise Necnon'om^ui 
ilia duo mesuagia mea cum eor^ pertinen** situatVet ja- 
cen^ in parochia sancti Magni Martiris in warda pontis Lon- 
don\unde unum mesuagium inde atuat^ et jacet inter regi- 
am stratam ib^m vocat^ Briggestrete ex parte oriental'* parte 
inde juxta dc^am stratam vocat^ Briggestrete inter austrum 
et boriam decern pedes et quinque pollices assise et re^am 
viam ib^m vocaf Thamisestrete ex parte borial** Et continet 
in longitudine in oriental^ parte inde juxta dictum stratam 
Yocat^ Briggestrete inter austrum et boriam decem pedes et 
quinque pollices assise et in longitudine in occidental** parte 
inde inter austral** et boriam decem pedes et tres pollices ac 
dimid** assise et in latitudine ad finem borial^ juxta Thamise- 
strete predict^ novem pedes et octo pollices assise Et in lati- 
tudine ad finem austral' inde inter orien^ et occiden^ novem 
pedes septem pollic^ et dimid^ assise Et aliud messua^um 
inde aituat^ et jacet in Briggestrete predict^ inter stratam de 
Briggestrete ex parte orien^ et tenement^ nuper Johannis 
Brunshop et Augnetis uxoris ejus et ten** nuper de d'ne 
Alicie Taillard ex partibus occiden** et austral^ et ten^ nuper 
Ricardi Cokkys et Leticie uxoris ejus ex parte borial** Et 
continet in longitudine in borial^ parte inde inter orientem et 
occiden^ sexdecim pedes et septem pollices assise et in longi- 
tudine in parte austral^ inde inter orientem. et occiden^ quin- 
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dedm pedes ei octo pollices assise et in latitudine ad finera 
Qnental^ iiide juxta Briggestxete predict*^ 'decern pedes sex 
pollices et dimid^ assise et in latitudine ad finem occidentaT 
inde inter boriam et austrum novem pedes et septem pol- 
lices assise Que quidem messuagia terr^ ac ten^ ac cetera 
prpmissa cum eorum pertinen'* nuper fuerunt predicti Hen- 
rid Colet patris mei et que per et post mortem ipsius Hen- 
nd Colet jure hereditar' mihi descendebant Ac in que om- 
nia et singula mesuag^ terr^ et ten^ta ego prefatus Joh^^es 
Colet jture hereditar^ nuper intravi ac inde plenam et pacifi- 
cam possessionem et sei^nam cepi Ac in bujusmodi pbsses- 
none mea inde hucusque continuaui et de eisdem mesuagio 
terr^ et ten** ac ceteris premissis cum eorum pertinen** ad pre- 
s^s solus seisitus existo in dcunin^ meo ut de feodo Habend* 
et tenend'' om^ia predict^ mesuag* ac cetera premissa cum 
eorutn'pertinen^praefatis custodibus et cb*itati mistere pre- 
dicte et successoribus suis imperp^m de capitalibus d'^nis fe- 
ed' ill* per servif inde debit' et de jure consuef pro continu- 
atione cujusdam scole in cimiter' d'ce eccPie sancti Fauli pro 
pueris in eadem scola in bonis moribus et Tratur' erudiend' 
et pio sustentaf unius maestri et unius hostiarii vel duorum 
hosdariorum ejusdem scole Ac ad alia opus usus, et inten- 
tiones content' et specificat' siue continend' et specificand' in 
quibusdam indentiur' inter prefatos custodes et coi'tem ex 
[una] parte et me prefatucd Joh'em Colet ex altera pmrte de 
et super premises inter alia confect' sive conficiend' In cu- 
jus rei testimonium huic presenti testamento meo sigillum 
meum apposui hiis testibus. 
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Des. Eras. Rot. condo de puero Jesu pronundata aptiero 
in nova scTuda Joa/nnis Coletiyper eum instituta Londinip 
in qua prassidet imago pueri Jesu^ docentis specie. 

PUER apud pueros verba facturus de ineffabili puerb 

-Jesu, non bptarim mihi Tullianam illam eloquentiam, quae 

.bre?i atque inani voli^ptate aures deliniat. Quantum enim 
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abest Christi sapientia a sapientia mundi, (abest autem im- 
menso intervallo,) tantum oportet Christianam eloquentiain 
a mundana differre eloquentia. Sed illud una mecum arden- 
tibus votis impetretis vdim ab optiini Jesu patre Deo, a quo 
ceu fonte bonorum omnium summa proficnadtur, quique so- 
lus foecundp illo suo Spiritu lingtias mfandum reddidit diser- 
tas, vel € lactantium ore laudem absolutam depromere sofi- 
tus; ut quemadmodum omnis nostra vita non aliiim et- 
primere debet, quam ipsum, de quo dicturi sumus, Jesum, 
ita et oratio nostra ilium -sapiat, ilium referat, ilium spiret^ 
qui et verhum est PcUriSj et verba vitm solus habetj ciyus 
sermo vivus et ejjkax penetrantiar est quovis gladio andpUij 
ad intimos etiam cordis recessus penetrans: utque ips^ de 
cujus ventre Jlumina promanant aqtuB vivtB^ non gravetur 
per organiun vocis nostras veluti per canalem, in omnium 
vestrum animos influere, multoque gratis ccelestis irrigare 
succo. Id ita futurum confido, commilitones mei charissimi, 
si piis votis purgatas, ac vere sitientes aures adjungeds, eas 
videlicet aures, quas stemus ille Sermo requirens in Evan- 
gelio, Qui habetj inquit, aures ad andiendunij audiai, Nos 
porro cur non audeamus rem banc, arduam quidem illam 
ised tamen piam, aggredi ? praesertim ipso adjutore I)eo, in 
quo hoc plus potest mortalis infirmitas, quo minus suis niti- 
tur viribus, et in quo Paulus omnia se posse gl6riatur. ' Jam 
vero cum tanto studio flagrent isd qui mundanae, boo est^ 
diabolicae militiae dedere nomina, ut suum quique ducem 
laudibus vehant ; nobis quid prius, aut antiquius esse debet, 
quam ut praeceptorem, vindicem, imperatorem nosdnAn i^ 
sum, ac eundem quidem omnium, sed tamen peculiaiiter no-^ 
strum, id est, puerorum principem, certadm piis celebremus 
praeconiis? Hunc in primis cognoscere studeamus, cogni- 
tum laudem us, laudatiun amemus, amatum exprimamus at- 
que imitemur, imitantes eo fruamur, fruentes immortali fe- 
licitate podamur. Sed in tam ubere, tamque immensa rerum 
oopia, unde quaeso inidum, aut ubi finem nostra repeiiet 
orado, cum is de quo loqui paramus, ions sdt, vel (ut verius 
dicam) oceanus bonorum omnium. Verum ut ipse natura 
incomprehensus, et infinitus, tamen sese velut in arctum co- 
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hibuit comtraxitque^ itidem et nostra oratio in explicandis 
ejus kudibus, quae modum nesdunt, modum tamen ipsa si- 
bi facial oportet. Equidem tria potissimum esse video, quss 
vel disdpulorum, vel militum animos solent ad gnavitet 
agendum inflammare, ea stint ducis admiratio, amor, et prae- 
mium. Itaque quo prseceptori nostro ac dulci Jesu studiis 
alacrioribus pareamus, agedum singulatim hsec in eo pia cu- 
riositate consideremus. Frimo loco quam sit suspiciendus 
undique ac stupendus : deinde quantopere diligendus, atque 
ob id imitandus : postremp quam ingens dilectionis fructus. 
Ac mos quidem est rhetorum in hoc dicendi genere illustrium 
principum adhibere exempla, videlicet quo coUatione crescat 
is quern conantur laudibus attoUere. Verum Imperator no- 
star usque adeo superat omne celsitudinis humanae fastigium, 
ut quicquid quantumvis egregium adhibueris, tenebras ad- 
moveris, non lucem. Cujus enim ima^nes ac natalium 
splendor non videatur esse fumus, si cum Jesu componas, 
qui quidem ineffabili, imo etiam incogitabili ratione Deus a. 
Deo semper absque tempore nascitur aetemo summoque Pa- 
renti per omnia aequalis P Quanquam hujus' vel humtoa na- 
tivitas nonne facile regum omnium daritatem obscurave- 
rit? quippe qui stupente rerum natura, auctore Patre, af- 
flante Spiritu, pronubo angelo, citra virilem operam, virgo 
de virgine coelitus gravida, natus est homo in tempore, et 
rursum ita natus est homo, ut neque Deus esse desineret, 
neque sordium nostrarum quicquid omhino contraheret. Jam 
vero quid eo fingi potest amplius, qui mfusus per omnia, nuUo 
tamen loco cohibitus, in seipso manet iminehsus? Quid 
illo ditius qui summum illiid est bonum, a quo bona proma- 
nant omnia, nee tamen ipse diminui potest P Quid illustrius 
eo, qui splendor est patemae gloriae, quique solus iUuminat 
omnem Tiominem venieniem in hunc vnundum, ? Quid illo 
potentius, cui Pater Omnipotens universam tradidit potesta- 
tem in cdelo et in terra ? quid efficacius eo, qui simplici niitu 
condidit universa ; ad cujus jussum silescit mare, vertuntur 
rerum species, fugiunt morbi, concidunt armati, pelluhtur 
dsemones, serviunt elementa, scinduntur petrae, reviviscunt 
mortui, resipscunt peccatores, denique liov^ntur omnia? 
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Quid augustius eo, cpiem admirantur miperi, tremunt inferi, 
medius hie orbis supplex adorat^ ad cujus comparationem 
summi reges nihil aliud quam vermiculos esse sese oonfiten* 
tur ? Quid eo forUus et invictius, qui solus nKNrtem aliis in- 
vicum, aua morte deficit, «c SaUoue tyrannidem calesti vir, 
tute demolitus est ? Quid triumphantius eo, qui perfractis 
ac spoliatis inferis, tot piis comitatus animabus, victor coeios 
adiit, ibique sedet ad dextram Dei Patris? Quid illo sapi- 
entius, qui tarn admirabili ratione cuncta condidit, ut vel in 
apicuUs tot tantaque suae sapientiie reliquerit miracula, qui- 
que tarn stupendo rerum ordine atque harmonia neetit, con- 
tinet, administrat universa, obiens omnia, nee tamen a seipso 
discedens, omnia movens, ipse immotus; omnia eoncutiens, 
ipse tranquillus : postremo in quo id quod stultisamum est 
universam mortalium sophorum sapientiam longo superat 
intervallo ? cujus debet nobis esse gravior auctoritas, quam 
ejus de quo Pater ipse palam est testificatus, Hie est FUius 
metis dUectuSj in quo mihi complacuij ipsum audite f Quid 
aeque reverendum, atque is cujus oculis perspicua sunt om- 
nia ? Quid perinde formidandum atque ille, qui solo nutu 
potest et animam et corptis in tartara mittere f Quid au- 
tem formosius eo, cujus vultum intueri summa est felicitas? 
Denique, si multis pretium addit antiquitas, quid illo anti- 
quius, qui nee initium habet, nee finem est habiturus? Bed 
fortasse ma^s eonvenerit, ut pueri puerum adxniremur, 
quandoquidem hie quoque stupendus occurrit, usque adeo 
quod illius est infimum, sublimius est iis quae sunt apud ho- 
mines excelsissima. Quantus erat ille, quern infantulum va- 
gientem, pannosum, abjectum in praesepe tamen ccditus ca- 
nunt angeli, adorant pastores, adorat et quae genuit, agDo- 
seunt bruta animantia, indicat Stella, venerantur ma^, timet 
rex Herodes, trepidat omnis Hierosolyma, sanctus amplectitur 
Sjmeon, vaticinatur Anna, et in spem salutis eriguntur piL 
O humilem sublimitatem et sublimem humilitatem ! Si nova 
miramur, quid simile unquam aut factum, aut auditum, aut 
CQ^tatum ? Si magna suspicimus, quid nostro Jesu modis 
omnibus amplius, quern nulla creatura possit vel exprimere 
voce, vel cogitatione concipere ? Hujus magnitu(£nem qui 
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velit oratione complect!, is multo stultius agat, quam si co- 
netiir vastissimum oceanum angusto exhaurire cyatho. Ado-, 
randa est ejus immensitas magis quam explicanda, quam vel 
hoc ipso magis mirari convenit, quo minus assequimur. 
Quidni nos faciamus, cum magnus ille prsecursor indignum 
sese pronunciet, qui corri^am calceamentonmi ejus solvat ? 
Agite i^tur, pueri suavissimi, hoc tarn inclyto puero Jesu 
praeceptore, hoc tam insigni duce, sancta superbia gloriemur, 
hujus sublimitas nobis ad pie audendum animos addat, in 
hoc uno nobis ipsi placeamus ut existimantes illius omnia 
nobis esse communia, nos ipsos meliores arbitremur, quam 
qui, semel tah addicti imperatori, mundo vitiisve sordidissi- 
mis utique dominis serviamus. 

Secundapars, 

Sed admirantur, et contremiscunt etiam daemones, amant 
soli pii. Quamobrem altera hujus orationis pars, ut proprius 
ad nos pertinet, ita est attentioribus auribus accipienda, vi- 
delicet quot nominibus Jesus sit nobis amandus, vel red- 
amandus. magis, ut qui nos et nondum conditos, ante omne 
tempos amavit in se, in quo jam turn erant omnia. Itaque 
nativa sua bonitate cum nihil essemus, nos finxit, finxit au- 
tem non quodvis animal, sed homines, et finxit ad sui ipsius 
imag^nem, hoc est summi boni capaces, ac sacro suo oris af- 
flatu spiritum vitalem indidit. Ad hsec ceteris animantibus 
imperio nostro parere jus^s, quin etiam angelis in nostri tu- 
telam designatis, latissimam banc, ac pulcherrimam mundi 
fabricam nostris addixit usibus. In qua nos velut in admi- 
rabili quodam theatro constituit, ut in rebus creatis opificis 
sapientiam admiraremur, bonitatem amaremus, potentiam 
vetieraremur, quoque id magis fieret, tot animi dotibus or- 
navit, tam perspicaci ingenii lumine condecoravit. Quid hoc 
animante fingi poterat vel admirabilius, vel felicius ? Sed O 
semper felicitatis comitem invidiam. Rursum serpentis astu 
in peccatum, hoc est plus quam in nihilum relapsus est miser. 
Sed hie tu rursum optime Jesu, quam inefFabili consilio, 
quam inaudito exemplo, quam incomparabili charitate tuum 
figmentum restituisti? Nam ita restituisti, ut labi prope- 

u 
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modum expedient, eamque culpem quidam non absurde fe- 
lioem YocaTerit. Omnia debebamus Ccmditoii, at ReparatOTi 
plusquam omnia debemus. Ultio temedpsum e r^no pa- 
tris in hoc nostrum exilium demisisti; ut nos paradiso ex- 
actos, ocdi cives redderes: nostram humanam camon as- 
sumpdsti, ut nos in tuie divinitatis consortium ascisceres: 
nostrum hunc limum induisti, ut nos immcHrtalitatis gloria 
vestires : nostra tectus forma, nobiscum in hoc calamitoso 
mundo complures annos agere voluisti, ut vel sic in tui ra- 
peres amorem ; nudus in banc lucem, imo noctem emersisti, 
nobiscum atque adeo pro nobis vagisti, sitisd, esuristi, al- 
usti, cestuasti, laborasti, delassatus es, eguisti, vigilasti, jeju- 
nasti : tot malis nostris obnoxius esse volubti, ut nos ab om- 
nibus exemptos malis, in tui, hoc est summi boni communis 
onem assereres. Deinde per omnem sancdssimfle vitse tuae 
seriem, quam eificadbus exemplis animos nostros inflammas ? 
quam salutaribus praeceptis erudis, ac formas? quam stu- 
pendis miraculis expergefacis ? quam blandis monitb trahis? 
quam certis promissis invitas, ut non sit alia commodior via 
ad te, nisi per teipsum, qui unus es vioy verUas, et viia^ 
Sed viam non indicasti modo, verumetiam aperuisti, dum 
pro nobis vinciri, trahi, damnari, rideri, caedi, conspui, va- 
pulari, probris affici, demum in ara cruds agnus sine ma- 
cula immolari voluisti, ut nos tuis vinculis solveres, tuis sa- 
nares vulneribus, tuo lavares sanguine, tua morte pd immor- 
talitatem eveheres. In summa totum te nobis impendisti, 
Mt tui (si fieri possit) jactura nos perditos servares. Vitas 
redditus, toties tuis apparuisti, atque illis intuentibus Patiem 
repetisti, ut membra confiderent eo se perventura, quo caput 
jam prsecessisse conspicerent. Deinde quo magis confirma- 
res amicos Patre placate, egregium illud perpetui amoris 
tui pignus misisti sacrum ilium Spiritum, quo mortui mun- 
do, longe verius ac felicius jam viveranus in te, quam nostro 
hoc spiritu vivimus. Quseso quid his summse ch^tatis ar- 
gumentis poterat accedere? Ne haec qnidem tarn multa, 
tarn magna flagrantissimo tuo in nos amori sat erant. Quia 
enim commemorare possit, quot martyrum mortibus nos ad 
hujus vitae contemptum animas? quot virginum exemplis 
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ad oontinenUam accendis ? quot sanctorum mpfiumentis ad 
pietatem solicttas ? quam adnurandis ecclesise tu^ aacramen* 
tis oommuma pariter et ditas? Ut consolaris,, eri^s, ar» 
maS) doces, mones, trahis, rapis, mutas, transfonnas nos ar- 
eanis tuis Uteris^ in quibus vivas quasdam tui scintillulas 
condi voluisti, magnum amoris incendium exdtaturas, si 
quis modo pia diligentia conetur excutere. Denique quam 
tmdique nobis obviiis es, ne quando lioeat oblivisci tui. 
Ad hsec quam pateme toleras peccantes; quam clementer 
reikis ad te redeuntes? Nee imputas beneficia tua gratis, 
nee resipisoentibiis nostra imputas malefieusta. Ut subinde 
tacitis vellicas, ac trahis instinctibus ? ut emendas adversis? 
ut aUids prosperis P ut omnem moves lapidem, ut nusquam 
ceasat ardoidssima tua charitas in fdvendis, asserendis, tu« 
endis, beandis nobis ? Sed quam pauca de tam innumerid 
perstirinximusy commilitones ? et tamen videtis quam sit im- 
mensuB beneficiorum aoervus. Eat nunc qui volet et Pyla^ 
das, Orestes, Perithoos, Theseos, Damonas, ac Pythias ver- 
bis phaleratis efferat, mera prse iis nugamenta. Atque hsec 
quideni oontulit ultro nihil promeritis, imo transfugis, atque 
faostibus, et a quibus nihil omnino mutoi beneficii redire po- 
terat. Si mediooribus officiis homines ad amandum homi- 
nem aocendimur, hunc oonditorem, vindicem, sic amantem, 
sic promaitum, non saitem redamabimus P quandoquidem 
hanc solam gratiam ille a nobis reposcit, quam tamen ipsam 
in nostrum refundit lucrum. Adamas sanguine mollescit 
hircino. Aquilss, leones, pardi, delphines, dracones, agnos- 
cunt ac referunt beneficium : et O duritiam cordis humani 
plusquam adamantinam, si tam inaudita charitate non mi- 
tescit: O ingnUitudinem plusquam belluinam, si tant<»*um 
meritorum potest oblivisd : O sdngularem impudentiam dicam 
an potius dementiam, si sic oonditus, sic restitutus, ac locu- 
pletatus, tantaobrutus beneficentia,-ad tanias voctitus spes, 
quicquatfl amare potest, pneter ilium unuin, in quo et a quo 
sunt omnia, quique' nobis omnia secum impertit. Porro au- 
tern quaiiquam hsec charitas mortales omnes complectitur, 
tamen nos illi peculiariter debemus, propterea quod in* nos- 
trum hoc est puerorum ordinem singularem quadam pro- 
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pennooe atque indulgentia fuiBse seae, plmibus dedamvit 
argumentLi. Primum quod ita ut erat vatum oraculis pro- 
missus, puer parnilus nasd voluit, cum esset immensus. 
Propterea quod adhuc uteri virgina latebris indusus, iii£Bm- 
tis item nondum nati gesticulatione, atque exultatiooe gavi- 
BUS est salutari. Deinde quod stalim innocentium puerorum 
sanguine, suam nativitatem voluit consecrari, ut his quasi 
yelitibus, dux invictus bellum auspicaretur. Adde his, 
quod instante morte triumphali Hierosolymam veniens pU'> 
erorum occursu, atque offido decorari, puerorum voce suas 
Liudes decantari maluit Jam vero quam amantem, quamque 
solicitum puerorum patronum a^t, cum matribus infantes 
8U08 offerentibus ut Jesu contactu oonsecraientur, disdpu- 
los ne possent admitti vetantibus indignans : Siniie, inquit, 
parvulos ventre ad me, Neque vero pueris benedixit tan- 
tum, verum etiam n^at ulli mortalium aditum patere in 
regnum coelorum, nisi qui ad parvulorum formam desoende- 
rit. Rursum, quam amanter et illud ? cum tarn gravity 
deterret ab offendendis pusillis, affirmans magis expedire, 
ut fnclari saxo cdUo attigato pneceps ii/^ mare detur aliguis^ 
quam ut unum quemiibet ex his parvulis qffmdai. Atque 
his quam insigne addidit elogium ad puerorum conunenda- 
tionem ? Amen dico vobiSf Angeli eorum semper videnijaci- 
em Patris, Gratias agit tibi tuus tibique dicatus grex, 
Jesu praeceptbr, cui quseso ut sacras tuas manus semper 
admovere velis, et ab omni scandalo procul arceas. Quid 
illud ? nonne magnum amoris indicium, cum puero in me- 
dium coUato, discipulis eum exemplo proponit? JVm, in- 
quiens, conversi JiieritiSj et efficia^nini sicui parvulus iste^ 
non intrabitis in regnum ccehrum. Annon eodem pertinet? 
ciun Nieodemo sciscitanti, qua via possit ad vitam immor- 
talem pertingere, jubet v/t denuo renascatuTy hoc est in jm- 
erum redeat. Usque adeo Christo dud nostro [dacuit in- 
fantia, ut senes etiam cogat repuerasoere, si mod^velint ad 
illius admitti consortium, extra quem nulla salutis spes 
est. Neque vero a Christo dissonat Petrus cum admonet, ut 
tanquam nuper editi in/antes lac concupiscamus, Neque 
discrepat Paulus, Filioli mdy inquiens, quos iterum parturioy 
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Amecjbrmetwr Chrishiain vobis. Idem parvulds in Christo 
lacte potat. Multa sunt id genus in mysticis Uteris; omnino 
Chiistianismus nihil aliud est quam renascentia, quam re- 
puerasceiitia qusedam. Magnum igitur pueri, magnum pu- 
eritias sacramentum, qua Jesus tantopere delectatus est. 
Non contemnatis aetatem nostram, quam verus ille rerum 
aestimator tanti fecit; tantum demus operam, ut ejusmodi 
simus pueri, ciijusmodi diligit Jesus. Dili^t autem inno- 
cuos puerosj dociles, simplices, atque illud interim memine- 
rimus, banc Deo gratam pueritiam non in annis esse sitam^ 
sed in animis, non in temporibus, sed in moribus. Est enim 
pneposterum quoddam, nobisque magnopere fugiendum 
puerorum genus, qui mento levi, mente sunt hirsuta, et 
setate impuberes, vitiosa astutia senes sunt. Est igitur no- 
vum quoddam pueritiae genus quod a Chridto probatur, pu- 
eritia citra puerilitatem, et omnino senilis quaedam pueritia, 
quae non annorum numero constat, sed innocentia, sed in- 
genii simplidtate. An non id palam indicat Petrus cum ait, 
Deponentes igitur omnem nudiciamy et omnem dolum^ et si^ 
mulationes^ et invidic^, et detrectationesy sicut mode geniti 
infante&y rcttionale^ et sine doh lac concwpiscitej ut in eo 
crescaHs in salutem. Cur addidit rationale? nempe ut ex- 
duderet stuldtiam, quae hujus fere aetatis consuevit esse co- 
mes. Cur detrahit invidias, simulationes, ac reliqua id ge- 
nus vitia, quae senuin sunt quasi peculiaria? nimirum ut in- 
tell^remus, Christi pueros. simpUcitate ac puritate aestimari 
non nataiibus. Ad eundem modum etPaulus: JfaZi^ia,inquit, 
parTndi estate, sensHms a/utem per^cti. Quanquam est omni* 
no in ipsa puerorum aetate nativa quaedam bonitas, et velut 
umbra quaedam ac simulachrum innocentiae, vel spes potius 
atque indoles futurae probitatis : mollis, et in quemvis habi- 
tum sequax animus, pudor optimus innocentiae custoSj inge- 
nium vitiis vacuum, corporis nitor, ac veluti flos quidam ver- 
nantis sevi, et neseio qubmodo quiddam spiritibus cognatum 
ac familiare. Neque enim temere fit, ut quoties apparent 
angeli, puerili spede sese operant oculis. Quin etiam magi, 
si quando suis incantamentis spiritum eliciunt, in puerile 
corpus feruntur accersere. At quanto Ubentius Spiritus ille 

uS 
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Divinus, pis ac Sanctis evocatus voCis, in hujusmodi domi* 
cilia demigrabit? Ergo ad has naturae dotes si aooesaerit 
siimmi illiiift et absoluti pueri imitado, turn demum et grati 
in iUum, et iUo digni pueri videbimur* Etenim sic promo- 
ritum quis possit non amaie? Varum en im vcro ea veii 
amoris vis est, ut ejus quod ames quam simiUimus esse ca- 
pias. Quod si in nobis effidt amor humanus, quantum aemu- 
landi studium exdtabit amor divinus, cui ille coUatus, vix 
amoris umbeUa estP Pnnnde si vere atque ex animo non 
verbo tenus Jesum amamus, Jesnm pro nostra Tirili cone- 
mur exprimere, vel potius in ilium transformarL Quod a 
Tirum assequi non possumus: saltem pueri puerum imi- 
temur. Quanquam hoc ipsum fadnus est haudquaquam 
puerile, imo senilibus etiam viribus majus, sed quod tere 
nusquam succedat felidus quam in pueris. Etenim quoties 
negotium ab humano pendet prsesidio, turn robur, aetas, 
sexus expenditur, verum ubi gratias res agitur, non naturae 
tum hoc eificadus exerit sese miraculum spiritus, quo minus 
erat opis ac fidudae in came. Denique quid dubitemus, 
aut diflidamus ipso formante, fingente, ac transformanteno% 
quem conamur exprimere ? Quis Danieli puero tantum ad- 
didit prudentiae ? quis puero Solomoni tantum tribuit ss^ 
entiae ? quis tribus illis pueris tantum adjunxit tolerantiSBp 
quis puerum Hely dignum divino fedt alloquio? quis Niocv- 
lao puero? quis iEgidio? quis Benedicto? quis Agneti? 
quis Ceciliae ? quis tot tam teneris virgunculis tarn mascu^ 
lam atque invictam virtutem dedit? profecto ncm natura, 
sed gratia, et ubi minus succurrit natura, ibi mirabilius ope^ 
ratur gratia. Hac igitur freti, magno ammo studium aemu- 
landi piterum Jesum capessamus, nee unquam oculo^ ab 
eo velut a scopo deflectamus. Absolutum exemplar hab&- 
mus, nihil est quod aliunde petere oporteat. Omnis iUiiiS 
vita, quid nos sequi debeamus, clamitat. Quid autem docuit 
ille puer purissimus de purissima virgine natus, nisi ut om- 
nem hujus mundi spurdtiam et inquinamenta vitemus, at^ 
que angelicam quandam vitam jam nunc in terris medi- 
temur, hoc est, id esse studeamus, quod illic semper sumiis 
futuri. Porro spiritus Jesu cum omnes sordes airersatur^ et 
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odit, turn prsBcipue belluinam illam, et prorsus homine in- 
dignam libidinem. Quid autem docuit nos, natus peregre, 
editus in tuguriolo^ abjectus in praesepe, pannis involutus, 
nisi ut semper meminerimus nos hie paucoram dierum hos- 
pttes esse, utque calcatis opibus, spretis mundi failsis honori- 
bus» per pios labores ad coelestem illam patriain expediti 
festinemus, in qua jam nunc animo vivamus oportet, etiamsi 
corporeis interim pedibus terram contingimus. Rursum 
quid admonuit in .^gyptum aufugiens, nisi ut inquinatorum 
ODmmercium modis omnibus devitemus, qui Jesum in nobis, 
hoc est, innocendam, ac mundi neglectum conantur extin- 
guere ? Quid vero docuit oircumcisus, nisi ut omnes camis 
aflectus, ad Christum properantibus obstrepentes, ampute- 
inus, ac tanquam in nobis ipsis mortui, solo Jesu spiritu 
ducamur ac vegetemur? Quid docuit oblatus in templo, 
nisi ut totos nos ab ipsa j^m infantia Deo, rebusque sacris 
dicemus, consecremusque ac protinus recenti adhuc mentis 
testula Jesum imbibamus ? Neque enim ilia setas ad disceor. 
diun pietatem immatura est, imo non est alia magis tem- 
pestiva ad discendum Christum, quam ea qu8& mundum ad- 
huc nesdt. Jam ipsi apud vos aestimate pueri, puer ille sic 
natus, sic Deo dicatus, quam Sanctis studiis totam pueritiaQi 
transegerit, non otio, non cibo, non somno, non ineptis lu« 
mbus, non stultis fabulis, non evagationibus, quemadmo- 
dum pu^^^rum vulgus facit, sed aut parentum obsequiis, 
aut. sacris precadonibus, aut auscultandis doctoribus, aut 
piis meditationibus, aut Sanctis ac seriis cum sequalibus pu- 
em coUoquiis. An non hsec cum multis similibus summatim 
Gomplexus est sanctus Lucas, cum scribit ad hunc modum ? 
Puer crescebatf et confbrtabatur plenus sapiential et gratia 
Dei erat in iUo. An non palam videtis novuiii pueritiae ge- 
nus? De prisdnis pueris dictum est: StvUitia coUigata est 
in eorde puSri: de novo hoc audids, pknua sapientia. Quid ' 
adhuc aetatis inscitiam praeteximus, cum audiam.us non sapi- 
^ntem, sed plenum sapienda puerum ? Videte ut omnem 
r^rum ordinem hie puer inverdt, qui loquitur in Apocaljrpsi : 
Ecce ego novajbcio omnia'. Perditur sapientia senum, ac 
prudenda prudentium reprobatur, et pueri implentur sapl- 

u 4 
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entia. Niminim hoc nomine gratias agens Pain : quoniam, 
inquit, abscondisti Iuec a sapientibiUj et revelagii parvulis. 
Forro ne stultam hujus mimdi, ac fucatam sapientiam affec- 
taremuS) protinus adjecit, et grcdia Dei erat in iUo. Is vero 
demum sapit, qui mundo desipit et nil nisi Christum sapit 
Is non e philosophorum Ubris, non e Scotids argutiis, sed 
sincera fide cognoscitur, spe tenetur, charitate devincitur. 
Jam vero quam multa docuit nos ubi duodecim natus an- 
nos, a parentibus fiirtim subducit sese, ne inter notos qui- 
dem ac propinquos repertus, post triduum denique inventus 
est. Sed ubi tandem inventus est ? num in circulis ? num in 
choi^is ? num in viis ? aut foro ? Audite pueri, ubi reper- 
tus est Jesus, relictis parentibus, quodammodo fugitivus, et 
ubi vos versari conveniat intelligetis : in templo, inquam, in- 
venttis estf in medio doctortun sedens, audiens iOos, ac vi- 
cissim interrogans. Quid docuit nos Jesus his tarn admi- 
randis factis ? non dubium quin rem magnam, rem seriam, 
rem imitandam docuerit. Quid autem ? quid ? nisi ut gran- 
descente in nobis Christo, quandoquidem et in nobis nasci- 
tur, et habet suos setatum gradus, donee occurramus in 
virum perfectum et in mensuram plenitudinis ejiLsf Ergo 
cum grandescit in nobis, docet ut naturales parentum et 
amicorum afFectus in Deum transferamus, nihil hie amemus, 
nihil miremur, nisi in Christo, et Christum in omnibus. 
Meminerimus nos verum patrem, patriam, cognatos, amicos 
habere in ccelis. Verum ne quis imaginetur hunc parentum 
neglectum, fastum, aut inobedientiam sapere, consequitur, 
et erat suhdittts iMs» Imo nemo suos parentes verius amat, 
nemo ma^s pie colit, nemo observantius morem gerit, quam 
qui sic contemnit. Quid autem est sedere in templo, nisi in 
rebus sacris conquiescere, et ad discendum animum ab om- 
nibus tranquillum curis adferre ? nihil autem vitiis est tur- 
bulentius, et otium ac] quietem amat sapientia: jam a quo 
tandem nos gravemur discere, quam attentas aures pr^ecep- 
toribus praebere convenit, cum puer ille ccelestis, sapientia 
Dei Patris, in medio doctorum sedeat, audiens vicissim ac 
respondens, sed ita respondens, ut omnes ejus sapientiam 
admirarentur ? neque id mirum, cum is esset, ad quem om- 
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nis mundi sapientia stulta est. Prseclara res legum prudai- 
da, egregia res philosophise cognitio, suspicienda res theo- 
logise professio, verum si quis Jesum audiat, illico stultes- 
cunt omnia. At nostra responsio, si sapientiae miraculum 
exdtare non potest, certe sapiat modestiam, sonet innocen- 
tiam. Rursum obsecro, quam morigeros, quam obsequentes 
nos esse decet parentibus ac praeceptoribus, quos potiores 
yelut ingenii parentes habemus, posteaquam ille Dominus 
omnium, cum a parentibus non intelligeretur, tamen subdi- 
tus illis redierit in Nazareth. Debetur hoc pietati, debetur 
parentum reverentiss, ut aliquoties illorum voluntati conce^ 
damns, etiam si nos meliora viderimus. Sed jam operse pre- 
tium est audire, quam apto fini Lucas Jesu pueritiam cour 
dusarit. Et JesuSy inquit, profiAehat sapientia^ cdtxte^ et 
gratia apud Dewniy et apud homines. Quam multa quam 
paucis nos docuitP Frimum cum aetatis accessione pietatis 
item accessionem oportere copulari, ne illud in nos jure 
did possit, quod in hominum yulgus divus dixit Augusti. 
nus, *^ Qui major est setate, major est iniquitate.^ Neve in 
hoc pulcherrimo certamine unquam restemus, aut nos asse- 
cutos arbitremur, sed in morem currentium in stadio, a tergo 
relicta negligentes, in anteriora nitamur, ac semper a bonis 
ad meliorf, a meSribus ad optima profiir. coneUr, donee 
ad metam, hoc est, hujus vitae finem perventum erit. Socra- 
tes jam admodum senex perinde quasi nihil sciret, ita sem- 
per et a quovis discere sitiebat Itidem et nos, quo magis in 
Christo fuerimus, hoc minus nobis placebimus, si modo vere 
iu iQo fuerimus progressi. Adeo f iXavr/a pesds est et studi- 
orum, et pietaUs, ac, juxta Fabium, praecox illud ingenicMrum 
genus, non temere pervenit ad frugem vel eruditionis, vel 
innocentiae. Equidem nee ordinem otiosum esse puto apud 
Deilm, et apud homines, ut intelligamus in primis dandam 
operam, ut vita nostra Deo placeat. Id agentes humanus 
favor ultro consequetur. Nihil enim virtute pulchrius, nihil 
amabilius, quam laus baec magis sequi solet, quo minus ap- 
petitur. Faucis ut potuimus vobis expressimus exemplar 
pueri, quern et amare plurimum, et imitari studiosissime dcr 
bemus. Atque omnino tantum videbimur amare, quantum 
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f uerimus imitati. Runum tanto pl^us umtabimur, quanto 
amabimus ardentius. Proinde hoc ipsum ab illo quotidianis 
ac puris predbus flagitemus, ut nobis donet amoie sui fla- 
grare, sui similes evadere, hoc est, castos, piuos, incontar 
minatos, mites, mmplices, tractaUles, expertes fud, ignaioe 
doli, nescios invidiae, parentibus morigeros, praeceptoribus 
dicto audientes, mundi contemptones, rebus divinis addictos, 
piis Uteris intentos, nobisipsis quotidiemeliores, probatos su- 
peris, gratos hominibus, odore bonae famas quam plurimos 
ad Christum allicientes. Haec, inquam, assidue fla^temus, 
hsBc manibus pedibusque conemur, dum habiHs setas, brevi 
aUoqui fugitura. Etenim si recte monuit FaUus, optima 
statim ac primo discenda: quid prius disd debet quam 
Christus, quo nihil est melius, imo quid aliud discere opat" 
tet Christianum, quam eum unum, qttem noase^ vita out 
tetemaf quemadmodum ipse testatur, Patrem orans in 
Evangelio. Id si curabimus, utcunque pro viiili gratiam 
referemus, tam singulariter de nobis merito, et illi refer^ido 
gratiam, ipsum nobis lucrifaciemus. lUferemus autem hoc 
plenius, quo vehementius redamabimus. Porro hoc magis 
redamabimus, quo magis vita ac moribus exprimonus ? Jam 
quo magis exprimemus, hoc magis ipso locupletabimur. 

Tertia pars. 

At interim nonnullis forsitan suocurret animo, durara 
banc esse militiam, repudiatis omnibus, cum Christo cruoem 
tollere. Sed memiueritis, fratres dilectissimi, longe diversam 
mundi et Christi esse naturam. Mundus ceu fucata mere- 
trix, prima fronte blandus nobis et aureus occurrit, postea 
quo ingrediare altius, quo propius inspicias, hoc magis ac 
magis tetra, putida, feliita sunt omnia. E diverso Christus 
procul intuentibus durior apparet, dum cruces Tidemus, 
dum voluptatum ac vitae contemptum. Verum si quis-fidenti 
animo totum sese in ilium rejiciat, reperiet nihil esse mol- 
lius, nihil expeditius, nihil dulcius. Nisi forte verum non 
dixit Veritas in evangelio, cum ait: TtMite jugum meum 
super VO89 et invenietis requiem animabus vestris ; Jngum 
enim meum su^ve est, et oniM meum U^e, Haec nimirum 
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vere est ardua ilia virtutis via, quam et olim tanto ante 
Christum utcunque soiniiiavit Hesiodus, *^ primo aditti aspe^ 
*< rior, progressu semper et facilior, et amoenior.^ Sed quid 
tandem asperum videri potest, quo ad tarn ingens, tarn cer- 
tum itur praemium ? Si juxta sapientis dictum '^ spes prsB- 
<^ mii minuit vim flagelli,^ quis in hac momentanea vita, non 
leve, non dulce judicet, quo coelestem illam, et nunquam desi- 
turam sibi paret vitam, setemum regnare cum Christo, assidue 
summum illud intueri bonum, versari in angelorum contu- 
bemio, ab omni malorum metu procul abesse? Quis oro 
tantum hoc jH^mium, non vel sexcentis mortibus emptum 
velit? Atqui hoc tantum donativum pollicetur militibus 
suis imperator noster Jesus, qui neque fallere potest, neque 
mentiri novit. Jam apud vosmetipsos expendite fructus 
setemitatem, ac magnitudinem, contra quam breve hujus 
militiae tempus, nimirum baud lon^us ipsa vita, quse quid 
aliud est, quam vapor ad exiguum tempus apparens, aut 
unius horse somnium ? sed agedum, de hoc interim inaesti* 
mabili pnemio sileamus, atque inspiciamus quam abunde 
magna mercede dux noster militum suorum labores etiam in 
hac vita compenset, quamque disparem metant messem, qui 
mundo militant, et qui merent sub Christo Jesu. Audi- 
amuB quid ipsi dicant impii in libro Sapientise: LfMsati 
^umus in via fmquitatis^ perditionis amlmlavinms vum dkf- 
jUMes^ viam autem Domini ignoravimus. Illectat mundus 
fucatis bcmorum simulacris, quse nihil aliud sunt, quam mel- 
Hta venena. Mox attractos, et velut inautoratos, Deum im- 
mortalem ! in quas curas, quas sollicitudines, quas turbas, 
quae dispendia, quae dedecora, in quam consciae mentis car- 
nifidnam, in quam infelicem exitum miseros adducit? ut 
hie quoque jam abunde magnas impietatis poenas dedisse 
videantur, etiamsi nulli consequantur inferi. At qui rejectis 
mundi fuds, in Jesum, hoc est, summum bonum, omnem 
amor^m, curam, studiumque transferunt, totique ab illo pen- 
dent, ii juxta promissum evangelicum, non modo vitam 
aetemam possidebunt, verum etiam in hoc seculo centuplum 
accipent. Quid est autem acdpere centuplum? Nempe pro 
fucatis bonis vera, pro incertis certa, pro fluxis aetema, pro 
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yeneno rinctis anoera, pro curis odum, pro sdicitudnie fidu- 
ciain, pro turbulentia tranquiQitateiii, pro dispoidiis iitili* 
tatem, pro flagitiis integritatem, pro consdentiae cruciatu se- 
cretum et ineffabile gaudium, pro turpi atque iqfelici ex- 
itu glonosam ac triumphalem mortem. Sprevisti divkias 
amore Christi, in ipso veros invenies thesauros: rejedsti 
falsos honores, in hoc longe ens honorador : neglexisd pa- 
rentum affectus, hoc indulgentius fovebit te Pater yerus, 
qui est in coelis : pro nihilo habuisti mundanam sapientiam, 
in Christo longe verius si^ies, ac fdicius: aapematus es 
pestiferas voluptates, in ipso multo alias invenies dehcias. 
Breviter ubi arcanas illas, sed veras opes Christi, dis^nilsa 
mundi caligine videris, omnia quae prius arridebant, quae 
solicitabant, ea non solum non admiraberis, sed perinde ut 
pestes quasdam fugies, rejides, aversaberis. Fit enim mi^ 
rum in modum, ut sinful atque coelestis ilia lux animos 
nostros penitus attigerit, protinus nova quaedam ommiitn 
rerum facies oboriatur. Itaque quod paulo ante dulce vide- 
batur, nunc amarescit : quod amarum, dulcesdt : quod hor- 
rendum, blanditur: quod blanditur, horrescit: quod splen- 
didum ante, nunc sordidum : quod potens, infirmum : quod 
formosum, deforme : quod nobile, ignobile : quod opulen- 
tum, egenunT: quod sublime, humile; quod lucrum, dam- 
num: quod sapiens, stultum: quod vita, miors: quod ex- 
petendum, fugiendum, et contra : ut repente mutata rerum 
specie, nihil minus esse judices, quam id quod esse videban- 
tur. Ergo in uno Christo compendio, ac vera reperiuntur 
omnia bona, quorum inanes ac mendaces imagines et umbras 
ceu praestigias mundus hie ostentat, quas miserum mortalium 
vulgus tanto animi tumultu, tantis dispendiis, tantis pericu- 
lis, per fas nefasque persequitur. Quam obsecro beatitudi- 
nem cum hoc animo conferre queas ? qui jam liber sit ab 
errore, liber ab affectibus, securus, semper gaudens ob testi- 
monium conscientiae, nulla de re solicitusj altus, sublimis, ac 
coelo proximus, jamque supra sortem humanam, qui Christo 
excelsissima petra nixus, omnes hujus seculi fucos, tumul- 
tus, procellas ex alto rideat, negligat, vel potius commisere- 
tur? Quid autem timeat is, qui propugnatorem habeat 
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Deum? Ignominiam ? At summa est gloria pro Christq 
ignomiiiiam pati. Paupertatem ? At opum sarcinsiin lubens 
abjidt, quisquis ad Christum properat. Mortem? At ea 
maxime in votis est, per quam seit sese ad immortalem vitam 
esse transmittendum. Qua de re sit solicitus, cujus Pater 
coelestis etiam pilos habet amiumeratos ? Quid-autem cupiat 
is, qui in Christo possidet omnia ? quid enim non commune 
membris et capiti ? Jam vero quanta est hominis non modo 
fdidtas, verum etiam dignitas, vivum esse memjbrum sanc- 
tis^imi corporis ecclesise, idem esse cum Christo, eandem 
camem, eundem spiritum, communem cum illo habere Pa- 
trem in coelis, Christum habere fratrem, ad communem cum 
,illo haereditatem destinatum esse : breviter jam non hominem 
esse, sed Deum? Adde his gustum quendam foelicitatis 
futurse, quem piss mentes subinde percipiunt. Haec nimi- 
nim yiderat, haec senserat propheta, cum ait: Nee auru 
audivit, nee oadus vidit, nee in cor hommis ctscendit^ 
qu<B prcBparasti Deus dUigentUms te. Proinde charissimi 
sodales, si dabimus operam, ut vere Christi membra simus, 
juxta illud prophedcum dictum : Justus ut palma florebit^ 
etiam in hac vita perpetua quadam adolescentia vernabimus, 
non animo tantum, verum etiam corpore. Etenim quemad- 
modum floridus ille Jesu spiritus in nostrum spiritum redun- 
dabit, ita noster vicissim in suum corpus influet, et quoad 
fieri potest, in sese transformabit. Nee poterit tantus animi 
ac corporis nitor vestium sordes ferre. Nam animus noster 
habitaculum est Dei, animi domidlium est corpus, porro 
vestis et ipsa corporis quodammodo corpus est. Ita fiet ut 
capitis puritati totus homo respondeat, donee peracta hac 
vita ad immortalitatem traducatur. 

EpilogiLS. 

A^te i^tur, optimi commilitones, ad banc tantam felici- 
tatem summis viribus enitamur, ducem nostrum Jesum 
unum admiremiu*, quo majus nihil esse potest, immo sine 
quo nihil est omnino magnum. Hunc unum amemus, quo 
nihil esse melius potest, immo extra quem nihil est omnino 
bonum. Hunc imitemur, qui solus est verum et absolutum 
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pieCatis exemplar, extra qiiem quuque aapily denpit. Huie 
uni inhKreamiUy hunc unum amjdectamur, hoc uno fru- 
amur, in quo est vera pax, gaudium, tranquillitas, voltiptas, 
▼ita, immortalitas. Quid multis? mimma bonorum est om- 
nium. Extra hunc nihil suspidamus, nihil amemusy nihil 
appetamus, huic uni plaoere studeamus. Meminerimus nos 
sub illius oeulis, et iUius angelis testibus, quioquid agimus, 
agere. Zelotypus est, nee ullas mundi sordes patitur. 
Quare punun et angelicam in illo vivamus vitam, ille sit 
noUs in corde, in ore, in omni vita. Hunc pautus sapi- 
amus, hunc loquamur, hunc moribus exprimamus. In illo 
nq;otium, otium, gaudium, solatium, span, praeodium omne 
collocemus. Hie a vigilantium animis nunquam discedat, 
hie dormientibus occurset. Hunc et literae nostras, et lusus 
etiam sapiant, per hunc et in hoc crescamus donee occur- 
ramus in virum perfectum^ et gnaviter obita militia perpe- 
tuum cum illo triumphum agamus in coelis. IXxi. 



Number V. 
The Statutes qfS. PauTs School. 

Prologus. 

JOHN COLETT the sonne of Henrye Colett dean of 
Paules desiring nothyng more thanne education and bringing 
uppe children in good maners, and literature, in the yere of 
our Lorde A M fjrve hundreth and twelfe bylded a schole in 
the estende of Paulis churche of CLIII to be taught fire in 
the same. And ordeyned there a maister, and a surmaister, 
and a chappelyn, with sufficiente and perpetuale stipendes 
ever to endure, and sett patrones and defenders govemours 
and rulers of that same schoole the most honest and fsuthful 
fellowshipe of the mercers of London. And for because 
nothing can continue longe and endure in good ordre irith- 
out lawes and statutes, I the said John have expressed and 
shewed my minde what I wolde shoulde be truly and dili- 
gentlye observed and kepte of the sayde maister and sur- 
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maister, and chapelyn, and of the mercers govemours of 
the schole that in this boke may appere to what intent I 
founde this schole ^. 

Ccipituium primum de magistro primario. 

In the grammar scole founded in the churche yard of 
Paules at the estende in the yeare of our Lorde 1518 by 
John Colet deane of the same churche in the honour of 
Christe Jesu in pueritia and of his blessid modir Marie, 
In that scole shaU be firste an hyghe maister. This hyghe 
maister in doctrine leamyng and teachinge shall directe all 
the scole, this maister shall be chosen by the wardens and 
assistance of the mercery ; a man hoole in body honest and 
yertuous and lemed in good and cleane Latin literature, and 
also in Greke, yf such may be gotten a wedded man, a sin* 
gle man, or a preste that hath no benefice with cure, nor 
service that may lett the due be^esse in the scole. 

The mercers shall assemble togither in the scole house 
with such advise and counaell of well literatur and learned 
men as they can gett, they shail chose this maister and give 
unto him his charge saying unto him on thi^ wyse. 

Sir, we have chosen you to be maister and teacher of this 
scole to teache the children of the same not allonly good li- 
terature, but allso good maners certifieing you that this is no 
rome of continuance and perpetuitie, but upon your dewtie 
in the scole. And every yere at Candlemasse when tne 
mercers be assembled in the scole-house ye shall submit you 
to our examination, and found doinge your duetie accord* 
ing ye shall continue, otherwise reasonable warned, ye shall 
contente you to departe, and you of your partie not warned 
of us, but of your mynde in any season willing to departe 
ye shall give us warning XII monthes before, without we 
can be shortlyer well provided of another. 

Also being maister ye shall not absente you, but upon U- 
cense of the surveyors for the tyme beting. 

* In the original book was this " did! mauibus W. lilii xviii die Ju- 
memoraudum prefixed : ** Hunc li- " nil, annoDom.MCCcccxviii." 
" helium ego Johannes CoUett tra- 
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Also yf any controrersj and stryfe shall be betwixt you 
and surmaister, or the chapelyne of the socde, ye shall stande 
at the direction of the surveyors being for that yere. 

And yf the chosen maister will promise this, then admytt 
him and name him to it, and stall him in his seat in the 
soole and shew him his lodginge, that is to saye all the sei- 
lers bynethe the halle, the kjrtchin, and butterye, and over 
that the hool storye, and chambers, and in the house roofe 
the litell middel chamber, and the galarye on the south side. 
As touching all the storye of chambers nexte undemeth the 
galary, he shall nothing meddell withall, and they shall geve 
hym the ymplements of his house by indenture. 

All these lodgings he shall have fre without any payment 
and in this lodging he shall dwell and kepe householde to' 
his power. 

His wa^s shall be a mark a weke, and a lyvery gowne of 
iiii nobles delivered in cloth. 

His absence shall be but onys in the yere, and not above 
XXX dayes which he shall take confunctim or divisim, yf 
the maister be syke of sykenesse incurable or fall into such 
age that he may not conveniently teache, and hath bene a man 
that longe and laudably hath taught in the scole, thanne let 
another be cho8}m, and by the discrete chaiitie of the mer- 
cery let there be assigned to the olde maister a reaisonable 
levinge of xl. or otherwise as it shall seme convenyent, so 
that the olde maister after his longe labor in no wise be lefte 
destitute. Yf the maister be syke of sekenesse curable yet 
neverthelesse I will he shall have his wages, and in suche 
sekenes yf he may not teache, let hym reward the under- 
maister for his more labor somewhat according. Yf the 
undermaister be in literature and in honest lyfe accordynge, 
then the hygh maisters rome vacante, let him be chosen be- 
fore another. 

The hyghe maister shall have the tenement in Steben- 
hith now in the handes of Crystofer Myddelton to resorte 
unto, whiche tenement the mercers shall mayntein and re- 
payre. 
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The Surmaister. 

There shall be also a surmaister, some manne vertuouse in 
levinge, and well lettered that shall teache under the mais- 
ter as the hygh maister shall appoynt hym, some single man, 
or wedded, or a preste that hkth no benefice with cure, nor 
service that may let his due diligence in the scole. 

This surmaister the hyghe maister shall chose as often as 
the rome shall be voide, A uxws^ hoole in body and when the 
high maister hath appointed him upon one he shall call to 
the scole the surveyors of the scole, and before them he shijl 
say to the surmaister on this wise; Sir, before these my 
maisters here the surveyors of this scole; I shew unto you 
that I have chosen you to be under maister of this scole, 
and to teache alway from tyme to tyme as I shall appoynte 
you, and supply my rome in my absence when it shall be 
grajunted me by my maisters the mercers, wardens, and sur- 
veyors. And for such more labor in my absence I shall some- 
what se to you as my maisters here shall thinke best, thanne 
the surveyors shall exorte the surmaister diligently to do his 
dewtie. And shall saye unto hym oh this wyse. Your 
ix>me is no perpetuite but according to your labor and dili- 
gence ye shall continue, otherwise found not according and 
reasonable warned of us ye shall departe. Yf it shall be so 
that at any tyme ye will departe of your owne mynde ye 
shall geve us a half year's warninge. 

Yf any controversy be betwixt you and the highe maister 
ye shall stande at our discretion in every thinge. 

Yf he will promise this, thenne let the mercers approve 
the election of the surmaister, and assigne him his lodeging 
in the old Chaunge. 

His wagis shall be vi*. ymd. a weke and a ly very gowne 
of iiii nobles delivered in clothe, he shall go to comyns with 
the hyghe maister if he may conveniently. 

He shall be absent in all the yere not above XXX dayes, 
and yet than for cause reasonable, and with licence had of 
the highe maister and also of the surveyors. 

X 
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In sekenes curable as aches, 6r suche sekenes for a tyme 
he shal be tolerated and have his full wagis. 

Yf after his commynge he fall sick into sickenes incurable 
as lepry, or Frenche poxe, or after his tonge labor in the scole 
fall into age ympotent, thenne I commit him to the charite of 
the mercers, they of the xsoler of the scole to provide him a 
lyvinge as it may be possible praying them to be charitable 
in that behalf. 

Of both Maisters at onys. 

Yf both maisters be sicke at onys, thenne let the scole 
cease for that while. 

Yf there be suche sicknesse in the citie conti^ous, that 
the scole cannot continue, yet neverthelesse bothe maisters 
shall have theire wagis being always readie for to teache. 

Neyther of these maisters shall take office of lectorshype 
or proctorshype or any such other besiness, which shall let 
their diligence and their necessary labor in the scole; yf 
they do and warned lawfully, yf they will not cease from 
suche besines, then lett them be warned to departe. 

Lett the highe maister se the scole to be kept cleane by 
the poor childe, and be swepte every Satorday, and also the 
leades, and from t}n[ne to tyme to call upon the mercers for 
necessary reparations. 

The Chctpelyn. 

There shall be also in the scole a preste, that dayly as he 
can be disposed shall singe masse in the chapell of the scole, 
and pray for the children to prosper in good life and in good 
literature, to the honor of God and our Lord Christ Jesu. 
At his masse when the YsM in the scole shall knyH to sa- 
cringe, then all the children in the scole knelynge in their 
seats shall with lift upp handes pray in the time of sacringe. 
After the sacringe when the bell knylleth agayne, they shall 
sitt downe agayne to theire bokes learnings This preste 
some good honest and vertuouse man shall be diosen firom 
tyme to tyme by the wardens and assistance of thie mercery, 
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Tie diaft also leorne, or yf he be lemed helpe to teache in 
the scole, if it shall seme convenient to the highe maister 
or else not. He shall havfe no benefice with cure nor service 
nor no other ofiice, nor occupation, but attende allonly up- 
pon the scole, he shall teache the children the Catechyzon 
and in^ruction of the Articles of the Faythe and the X 
Commandments in Inglishe. 

His wagis shall be viiiZ. by the yere, and a lyvery gowne 
of xxvi*. viiid. delivered in clothe. 

His chamber and lodginge shall be in the newe house in 
the olde Chayn, or in the maisters lod^ng as shall be 
thought beste. 

He diall not have his rome by writinge, or scale, but at _ 
libertie according to his deserving. 

His absence may, be. once in the yere, yf it nede be, as yt 
shall seme best to th^ surveyors of the scole for that yere. 
And than with license askyd and obteyne^ of the said sur. 
veyors. 

In sekenesse he shall be nothing abridged of his wages. 
But let it be sene that he be hoole in body when he is 
chosen. 

Yf he fall to unthriftiness and misbehaviour after lefuU 
warning, let him be repeUid and another chosen within viii J 
dayes or assone after as can be. 

r 

The Children. 

There shall be taught in the scole children of all nations 
and contres indifferently to the number of cliii* according 
to the number of the seates in the scole. The maister shall 
admit these children as they be offirid from tyme to tyme, 
but first se that they canne saye the Catechyzon and also 
that he can rede, and write competently else let him not be 
admitted in no, wise. 

A childe at the first admission once for ever shall paye 
iiiifJ. for wrytinge of his name, this money of the admissions 
shall the poor scoler have that swepeth the scole and kepeth 
the seats cleane. 

• AUudiiig to the Diunber of fish taken by St. Peter, John xxi. 11. 

X 2 
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In every forme one principall childe shal be placid in the 
chayre, president of that forme. 

The children shall come unto the scole in the momynge 
at vii of the clocke bothe winter and somer, and tarye there 
untyll a xi, and retume againe at one of the clocke and de- 
parte at v and thrise in the daye prostrate they shall say 
the prayers with due tract and pawsing as they be con- 
teyned in a table in the scole, that is to say in the morn- 
ynge, and at none, and at eveninge. 

In the scole in no tyme in the yere, they shall use talough 
candell in no wise, but alonly waxe candell, at the costes of 
theyr frendes. 

Also I will they bring no meate nor drinke, nor bottel 
nor use in the school no breakefasts, nor drinkings, in the 
tyme of learnynge in no wise, yf they nede drincke let them 
be provided in some other place. 

I will they use no cockfightinge, nor rydinge about of 
victorye, nor disputing at saint Bartilimewe, which is but 
foolish babling, and losse of time. I will also that they shall 
have no remedy es [play-day es]. Yf the maister grantith 
any remedyes he shall forfeit xl^. totiens quotiens excepte 
the kyng, or an archbisshopp, or a bishop present in his 
own person in the scole desire it. 

All these children shall every Childermas daye come to 
Paulis churche and hear the childe bishop sermon; and 
after be at the hygh masse, and each of them o£Per a \d, to 
the childe bysshop^ and with them the maisters and sur- 
veyors of the scole. 



^ Mr. Strype, in his Memorials 
Ecclesiastical under Queen Mary, p. 
206, gives the following: account of 
the ceremony of the boy bishop men- 
tioned in these statutes, viz. << Be- 
" cause the way of celebrating St. 
" Nicolas' day is so odd and strange, 
' ' let me add here a word or two expla- 
" natory of it. The memory of this 
'' saint and bishop Nicolas was thus 
" solemnized by a child, the better 
'' to remember the holy man, even 
*' when he was a child, and his 
** childlike virtues when he became 



" a man. The Popish Festival tells 
*^ us, that while he lay in his cradle, 
'' he fasted Wednesdays and Fri- 
*' days, sucking but once a day on 
" those days. And his mej^kness and 
<' simplicity the proper virtues of 
**• children, he maintained from his 
** childhood as long as he lived : * and 
** therefore, saith the Festival, chil- 
" dren done him worship before all 
'* other saints.' This boy-bishop, or 
'* St. Nicolas, was comnK>nly one of 
*' the choristers, and therefore in 
*'* the old offices.was called episcopus 
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' - In general processions when they be wamid they shall go 
twayne and twayne together soberlye, and not singe out, 
but say devoutlye tweyne and tweyne vii psalmes with the 
letanye. 

To theyr vrine they shall go thereby to a place ap- 
pointed, and a poore childe of the scole shall se it con- 
veyed awaye fro tyme to tyme, and have the avayle of the 
vrine, for other causes yf nede be they shall go to the wa^ 
tersyde. 

Yf any childe after he is recey ved, and admitted into the 
scole go to any other scole, to leame there after the maner 
of that scole, than I will that suche childe for no mans 
suite shall be hereafter received into our scole, but go 
where him lyste, where his frendes shall thincke shall be 
better leaminge. And this I will be shewed unto his 

. frendes or other that offer him at his first presenting in to 
the scole. 

% 

What shaU be taught 

As touching in this scole what shall be taught of the 
maisters and learned of the scoJers, it passeth my witte to 
devyse, and determyne in particular, but in general to 
speake and sume what to saye my mynde, I would they 



« 



choristarumf bishop of the cho- 
" risters, and chosen by the rest to 
f* this honour. But afterward there 
** were many St. Nicolases, and every 
*' parish almost had his St. Nicolas. 
** And from this St. Nicolas' day to 
** Innocents* day at night, this boy 
** bore the name of a bishop, and 
^' the state and habit too, wearing 
** the mitre and the pastoral staff, 
** and the rest of the pontifical at- 
*' tire; nay, and reading the holy 
** offices. While he went his proces- 
*' sion, he was much feasted and 
*' treated by the people, as, it seems, 
** much valuiug his blessing, which 
** made the citizens so fond of keep- 
*' ing this holyday.**- 

He mentions also, p. 208, a pro- 
cession on St. Paul's day by every 
parish in the city, before which went 
two schools; that is, first all the 



children of the Gray Fryars> and 
then those of St. Paul's school. 

As also another general procession 
on March 8, 1554, wherein the pro- 
cessioners were all the children of 
Paul's school, &c. 

These last are only mentioned to 
shew how considerable ^i. Paul's 
school was in that reign, but seem 
not to be what is hinted at here of 
the boy-bishop, of whom the learned 
Mr. Gregory of Christ- church ob- 
serves, in his posthumous pieces, 
that there is one of them at Salis- 
bury buried in his pontificalibtts, as 
dying in that office. 1 shall only re- 
mark, that there might this at least 
be said in favour of this old custom, 
that it gave a spirit to the children ; 
and the hopes that they might one 
time or other attain to the real mi- 
tre, made them mind their books. 

x3 
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were taught always in good literatuie bothe Laten and 
Greke, ami good autors such as haye the Teriye Bomayne 
eloquence joyned with wisdom, tspeaaHy Cristen autors, 
that wrote theire wisdome with clean and chaste Laten, 
other in verse or in prose, for my intent is by this scole 
specially to encrease knowlege and wordiippinge of God 
and our Lord ChHst Jesu, and good Cristen life and 
maners in the children. And for that ait^it I will the 
children leame first above all the catechizon in Englishe 
and after the aoddens, that I made, or some other, yf any 
be better to the purpose, to induce children more spedely 
to Latai speeche. And thai Institutum Chri&tiani Ho- 
minis, which that learned Erasmus made at my requeste, 
and the boke called Ccpia of the same Erasmus. And then 
other authors Christian, as Lactantius, Prudentius, and 
Proba and Sedulius, and Juvencus and Baptista Mantua* 
nus, and suche other as shall be thought convenient and 
most to purpose unto the true Laten speeche, all barbary, 
all corruption, all Laten adulterate which ignorant blinde 
foles brought into this worlde and with the same hath 
dystained and poyisonyd the olde Laten speche and ^e 
veraye Romayne tongue whiche in the tyme of Tully and 
Salust, and Virgill, and Terence, was usid, whiche also 
sainte Jerome and sainte Ambrose and saint Austen and 
many holy doctors lernid in theyre tymes. I saye that 
fylthines and all suche abusion whiche the later blynde 
worlde brought in whiche more rather may be called blot- 
terature then litterature, I utterly abannyshe and exclude 
out of this scole, and charge the maisters that they teache 
alwaye that is beste, and instruct the children in Greke and 
redynge Laten in redynge unto them suche autors that 
bathe with wisdome joyned the pure chaste eloquence. 

T?ie Mercers, 

The honourable company of mercers of London, that is 
to saye, the maister and all the wardeins, and all the as- 
sistence of the felowshyppe, shall have all the care and 
charge rule and govemaunce of. the scole, and they shall 
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every yere chose of their companye 11 honeste and sub- 
stantial! men called the surveyors of the schole, whiche in 
the name o( the faoole felowship shall take all the diarge 
and besinesse about the schole, for that one yere. They 
shall oversee and receave .all the landes of the scole, and 
see them repayred from tyme to tyme by their officers, and 
such officer as they appoint to be renter, or to other besy- 
nesse of the aeole for his more labor in the seole besyness; I 
wyll he have xx^. a yere, and a gowne price xiii^. id. 

The surveyors of the soole shall come into the scole vi 
dayes before Xtmasse vi dayes before Ester, vi dayes be- 
fore sainte John Baptiste daye^ and vi dayes before Mi- 
cha^lmass, and paye the highe maister and the surmaister, 
and the preste their quarter wages, and at the latir end of 
the yere, they shall gyve accompte to the minsters, wardens 
and assistence of the fdiowshype. 

Their accompts shall be about Candlemasse, three dayes 
before or three dayes after Candlemasse. In that daye apu 
poynted shall be an assembly, and a litell dinner ordeyned 
by the surveyors not exceedinge the pryce of fower nobles. 

In that daye they shall call to a rekeninge all the estate 
of the scole, and see the accompte and discharge the olde 
surveyors, and to the younger chose another and in that 
daye after the accompte they shall geve to the maister war- 
den a noble yf he be present or else not. To eche of the 
other wardens V*. yt they be present or else not. 

To the surveyors eche of them XI^. for theyre labors for 
that yere. For theyr ryding and vysityng of theyre landes 
to eche of them XI*. yf they ryde. 

The clerke of the mercery shall inacte all thinges that 
daye and have for his labor iii*. iiiicJ. 

See that the stuarde bring in his court roUes ear he have 
his fee. 

See that the bayliffes renewe theyr rentalls every yere. 
Xet not the landes of the schole, but by the space of five 
yeres. 

That is spared that daye in rewardes and charges lett it 
be put in the treasure of the scole. 

X 4> 
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They shall dyvers tymes in the quarter come to the scole 
and see how they do. 

Every yere at the foot of the accompte all ordynary 
charges done, the overplus of the monye which at this daye 
is extemed, this I hooly gyve to the felowshippe of the 
mercery to the mmnteyning and supporting and repayring 
of that longeth to the scole from tyme to tyme. 

And albeit my mynde is that they shall have this sur- 
plusage for thentent aboveseyd, yet nevertheless I will the 
sayd surplusage as much as shall be spared of it, above re- 
parations and casuelties at every accompte be brought and 
put in a cofir of iron gyven of me to the mercers standynge 
in ther hall, and there from yere to yere remayne aparte by 
it self that it may appere how the scole by the owne selfe 
maynteneth it self. And at length over and above the own 
ly velode ; if the saide scole shall grow to any further charge 
to the mercery that than also that may appere to the laiide 
and pr^yse and meryte of the sayde felowshippe. 

Libertye to declare the Statutes. 

And notwithstanding these statutes and ordinances be- 
fore written in which I have declared my mynde and will. 
Yet because in tyme to come many thyngs may and shall 
survy ve and growe by many occasions and causes whiche 
at the making of this booke was not possible to come to 
mynde. In consideration of the assured truthe and circum- 
spect wisedome and faithfuU goodnes of the most honest 
and substantial felowshype of the mercery of London to 
whome I have commytted all the care of the schole, and 
trustyng in theyre fidelite and love that they have to God 
and man and to the scole, and also belevyng verely, that 
they shall allwaye drede the great wrath of God. . Both all 
this that is sayde, and all that is not sayde whiche here- 
after shall come unto my mynde whyle I live to be sayde, I 
leve it hoolely to theyre discretion and charite :. I mean ,of 
the wardens and assistances of the felowshype with suche 
other counsell as they shall call unto them good . lettered 
and learned men, they to adde and diminishe of this boke. 
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and to supply in it every defaulte. And also to declare in 
it every obscurite and darknes as tyme. and. place and just 
occasion shall require; calling the dredefull God to loke 
uppon them in all suche besynes and exorting.them to feare 
the terrible judgment of God whiche seeth in derkness, and 
shall render to everye man accordynge to his workes. And 
finally prayinge the great Lorde of mercye for theyre, fay th- 
full dealing in this matters now and alweye to send unto 
them in this worlde muche wealthe and prosperyte, and 
after this lyfe muche joye and glorye. ^ 



The La/ndes of the Scole, 

Fyrste of the olde scole 

Item the iiii shoppes in the holde of 

Berel 

Item the tenements in Bridge-strete 
Item the tenements in Soperlane ... 
Item the tenements in Poding-lane... 
Item the holdes without Aldgate ... 



mi 

viii 

vi 

vi 

vi 



Summa xxxiii 



Item, the maners and landes and te- 
nements in the counte of Buck. ... 

Item the maner of Vach in Barton 
with the members 

Item the maner of Berwicke 

Item of landes in Colchester 



lii 



XX 



d. 



VI 

• • • 

XUl 

• • • 

xnr 
xviii 



vm 

.*• « 
uu 

• • •• 

nu 



XI uu 



xi ix 



••• •••• • m 

vm uu VI oD 

* • • 

vni 

• •• ••• •••• 

lU XUl lUl 



Summa Ixxii 



Item a tenement and certen closes 
late in the holde of William Role 
by the yere 

Item a tenement and a close late in 
the holde of Clyfton 

Item a close late in the holde of mais- 
ter Wellis * 



ix vii ob 



• • < 



xxvi vm 



I • • • ■ • • 



xxm mi 



y 
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Item another litell dose in the holde 

of the same nuuster Wellis v 

liem a barne late in the holde of the 

same man vi viii 

Item of Edmonde Role for iiii acres 

of lande of the backeside jof White- 

hartHitrete ••.•••• • ▼ 

Item of Chiystopher Hall for certen 

lande late John Atfeux by the yere vii 
Item of the same Hall for viii acres 

of lande in London felde xvi 

Item of Mr. Crystofer Middleton for 

a certen tenement there xx 

/i^^m iiii little tenements there xiii iiii 

Item ix acres pasture next the place 

there xxx 

Item a place with gardens there xl 

Summa xviii xvi 

Fayde to the bisshopp of London 
yerely at iiii termes of londes and 
tenements before lii iiii 

Summa clar xvi iii viii 

Summa totalis cxxii iiii vii ob 

Whereof deducted for the shoppes *% 

in the holdyng of Berell for a >- iiii 
certain tyme J 

Remayneth clere cxviii iiii vii ob 

Charges or dinar e oat pay de yerely. 

To the hye maister lii marc. 

The under maister xxvi marc. 
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The preste viii 

Theyr lyverye iiii 

The superrisours iiii 

For the Tisitation of landes iiii 

The clerke iii iiii 

The maister warden v 

To stuardes xl 

Tobaylyffs xl 

The costes of the dyner xxvi viii 

The officer of the mercJlBry renter of 

the scole .' xx 

For his gowne xiii iiii 

Summa Ixxix viii iiii 



So resteth to the reparations suy tes ^ 

casuelties and all other charges yxxxviii xvi m ob 
extraordinarye J 

Joannes Colett fundator nove scole manu mea propria. 



Number VI* 
An account qfthe high masters (^ St.PauTs school. 

WILLIAM LILLY, the first master of this school, 
was bom at Odiham, in Hampshire. After he had travelled 
abroad in Italy, where he acquired the knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin tongues, and had made some stay in the 
isle of Rhodes for the same purpose, having also visited Je- 
rusalem, at his return to England he set up a private 
school, till Dr. Colet pitched upon him ibr the head master 
of his new erected school at PauPs, where he taught ten 
years; preferring him the rather for his being a married 
man, and the father of many children. He was the godson 
of the famous William Grocyn, who dying in 15S2 left a 
legacy to him. The Latin Grammar commoifly used goes 
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under his name, though, as is before shewn, his patron Dr. 
Colet and others had a hand in it: however, he is said to be 
the first English traveller that brought Greek out of Italy 
to Oxford about the year 1490^. He was author and 
translator of several miscellaneous pieces^, though Mr. 
Wood, in his account of him, forgets to mention any of 
them. He was greatly valued by the learned men of his 
time: we have a great elogy of him in Ric. Pace's ded. 
epist. to Colet, prefixed before his book of The Use of 
Learnings set down in this Appendix. 

He composed (in gratitude to his patron dean Colet) the 
epitaph in Latin verse which was inscribed , upon his monu- 
ment in St. PauPs church. 

He himself died of the plague in the year 1522; was 
buried in St. PauPs church ; having, on a brass plate fixed 
in the wall by the north door, an epitaph composed^ by- his 
8(Hi George Lilly, and was as follows : 

Gulielmo LUio 
Paulina schola olim praceptori 
jyrimariOf et Agneta conjvgi 
sacratisstmo in hi0its templi s 

Ccemitefio hinc a tergo 
nunc destrttcto^ consepultis 

Georgius Lilitis 

hiytis ecclesia canonicus 

Parentum memoria 

pie consvlens 

Tahellam hanc ah amicis conservatam 

hie reponendum curavit. 

« Polydore Vergil gives him this gymoasmatum titulo sunt inscripU, 

character: that he was " Vir (quem- Britannus est, vir omnifariam do- 

" admodum dicit Horatius) integer ctus, don modo Grsecos authores, 

" yitae scelerisque piirus, postquam sed et ejos nationis mores vernaculos 

" in Italia aliquot per annos per- domestice notos habens, ut qui in 

" fectis Uteris operam dederat, do- insula Rhodo fuerit aliquos annos 

<* mum reversus Anglorum primus commoratus; is nunc ludum litera- 

" eas docuit." Jngl. Hist. lib. xxvi. rium quern JLondini Coletus instituit 

folio 1534. magna cum laude exereet. Beati 

«* Gulielmus Lilius Mori sodalis, Rhenani Epistoia ad Bilibaldum m 

cum quo vertendis Graecis epigram- pHncipio Epigram. ThomtB Mori, 

matibus jam olim collusit, quas pro- Uo. Bos. 1518. 



NUMBER VI. 317 

Erasmus gives Lilly, before the epistle to the Syntax, 
this character : that he was tUriusque literatura haud wJ^ 
gariter peritus, et recte instituenda pubis ariifex; i. e. that 
he was a man singularly skilful in both kinds of literature, 
[Latin and Greek,] and an artist in the bringing up of 
youth. He had many great scholari§, who proved after- 
wards famous in their generations; as Lupset, sir Anth. 
Denny, sir Edw. North, sir Will. Paget, &c. 

His son-in-law and successor Ritwyse has left these verses 
on him : 

Vivere perpetuis si possunt nomina chartis^ 
Ac cineri guemquam est Jus superesse suo; 

Crede tuo hoc, Lili^ doctrina munere claro, 
Dignus es atema posteritatejrui. * 

His own son George, being bom in London, was edu- 
cated in Magdalen college in Oxford ; travelled afterwards 
to Rome, where he was received into the protection of cardi- 
nal Pole, and became noted there for his singular parts and 
learning; and after his return, (in queen Mary's reign,) 
was made canon of St. Paul's cathedral and prebendary of 
Canterbury. He was author oiMlogia Doetorum Virorum 
in Anglia^ et Chronicon Angh Regum, 4to. Frcmcqf. 1565. 

John Ritwyse, or Right wyse, in Latin ^ Justus y was 
the second head master, having before been Mr. Will. 
Lilly's usher. He was born at Sawl, in Norfolk, educated 
in Eton school, elected into King's college in Cambridge 
anno 1507. He made the tragedy of Dido out of Virgil, 
and acted the same with the scholars of his school before 
cardinal Wolsey with great applause. He married Dionysia, 
the daughter of Mr. Will. Lilly, whom he succeeded in the 
h^ad master's place, 24th Hen. VIII. anno 1522. After his 
death she was married again to James Jacob, one of the 

* Leland dedicates a copy of verses (juadam dexteritate, nee ruinam 

to him^under the following title : y4d Musarum pateris nitentium td- 

Justum PauUtUB Scholw Modei'otor lam, . 

rem, Tu nunc Juste, meum manu he- 

Qui linguas tenents nova refin" nigna 

gis Carmen suscipe <• 
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matters of this school, by whom she had a son, called Poly- 
dore Jacob, prohaMy the godson of Polyd. VorgiL This 
Ritwyse was a most eminent grammarian and critic : he re- 
vised and corrected his father LiUy'^s Latin Grammar, and 
made useful additions to it : for whereas the Grammar, as 
completed by Lilly, was mostly in prose Latin, under the 
four parts of Orthoffraphia, Etymologia^ SynUuM, and 
Prosodia^ master Rytwyae put the finishing hand to Pro- 
pria gust maribuSj and like rules of finding the pn eterp er- 
fect tenses and supines of verbs, called As in presenA^; 93i 
Mr. Robinson afterwards added the rules of HeUrodites^ 
beginning Qti<r genus^ &c. He was head master ten years, 
as his father-in-law had been before him, and dying in the 
year 15S2, was succeeded by 

RiCHABD Jones, who entered upon the government of 
the school the same year, of whom a learned foreigner gives 
a very good characters?. 

Thomas Freeman succeeded in 1549, having remained 
here ten years, gave way to 

John Cook, M. A. admitted into King^s college, Cam- 
bridge, anno 158S. He seems to be a native of Lina^ 
shire, and schoolfellow with the lord treasurer Burle^; 
as may be conjectured from a letter of the said Cook to the 
said lord, thankfully acknowled^ng the obliging reception 
that great minister of state once gave him after a long ab- 
sence and intermission of acquaintance. He was rector of 
North Cadbury in Somersetshire, ^ven him by the earl of 
Huntingdon, by the interest of lord Burleigh. 

We have nothing more to remark of him, but that he 
succeeded in this place the very year that queen Elizabeth 
came to the crown : and by his direction and care, one of 

' Golielini Olii grammatici et po- ins pneoeptorem. Awlveffim OjpiU 

ete eximii, Paulinae scbols olim Aiich.Hillenium, ^n.M.D.XXXIII. 
moderatoris, de g^neribus nominum v — — ^ Litio mortao Rygfatbosiu 

ac verborum pneteritis et sopinis re- et Rygfathuso Ricardns Jonya homo 

guise pueris apprime utiles. Opus re- doctus atque modestos sncceaserit 

cognitum et adauctnm cum nomi- PoJyd, Verg, Urb. Angl, HiH. p. 

num ac verborum iaterpretamentis, 1534. 
per Joannem Rituisaum scholsB Paul- 
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the sch(dars of his school spoke a congratulatory oration to 
her in her passage through the city, as she came over- 
against the school, with some verses to the same purpose ; 
which were graciously received by her majesty, and are as 
follows, out of Holinshed^s Chronicle, vol. iii. p. 11T7. 

PhUosophus iUe divmus Ptato inter multa prtBclare ac 
sapienter dicta^ hoc posteris proditum reliquit; remptiblu 
aim ittam JkUdsstmam Jbre^ cui princeps sopMcB studiosa, 
virtutibfisqtie omata contigerit Quern si vere dixisse cen^ 
seamus (ut quidem vetissime) cnr non terra Britcmnica 
plcmderet ? Cur non populus gaudium ac Icetitiam agitor- 
ret ? Immoy cur mm hunc diem, albo (guod aiunt) lapiBo 
notaretf Quo princeps talis nobis adest, guaJem priores non 
videruntf qiudemque posteritas haudjbcile cemere poterit, 
dotibus quamt ammi^ tarn corporis undique JbeUcissimd. 
Casti qmdem corporis dotes ita apertcB stmt, ut oratione 
non egeant Animi vero tot tam>tasque ut ne verbis quidem 
eaprimi possint. Hcbc nempe regibus summis orta morum 
atque animi nobiUtate genus exuperat, 

Htffus pectus Christi reUgionis amore fiagrat. Hoc 
gentem Britanmcam virtutibus iUustrabit, cJypeoque justi^ 
ticB teget. H<Bc Uteris Greeds et Latinis eanmia, ingenio^ 
que prc^foOens est. Hoc imperante pietas vigebity AngUa 
Jlorebit, aurea secuia redibtmt. Vos igitur Angii tot com- 
moda accepturi, EUzabetham reginamt nostram cdeberri^ 
mam, ah ipso Christo hujus regm vmperic destinatam, ho^ 
nare debito prosequimmi. Hiyus imperiis ammo Kbentis- 
simo subditi estote, vosque tali principe dignos prcebete, et 
quoniam pueri non xAribus sed predbus offidum prcMtare 
posswnt, nos alumni htffus scholcd ab ipso Coieto Mm tempU 
Patdim decano ewtructae, teneras pahnas ad ccshim ten* 
denteSj Christum Opt. Max. precaituri sumus, ut tuam eel- 
situdinem a/nnos Nestor eos summo tum honor e Anglis inu- 
peri4are jftwiat, matremque pignoribus charis beatam red- 
dot. Amen. 

Anglia nunc tandem plavdas, Ustare, resuita, 
. PrcBstoJam vita est, pressidiumque tUn. 
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En iua ^pes venUf tua glcria^ luXy decus omne, 

Vefiiijam solidam qtuB iibipr{BsUU opem, 
Succurritque tuis rebus qua pessum abiere^ 

Perdita qu<Bjuerant hcBc reparare volet. 
Omnia Jhrebunt^ redeunt nunc aurea siEclay 

In melius surgent^ qu<B cecidere bona. 
Debes ergo iUi totam te reddere^fidam, 

Ctyus in accessu commoda tot copies. 
Salve igitur dicaSy imo de pectore summo^ 

Elizabeth regni non dubitanda sahtSy 
Virgo venitf veniatque optes comitata deincepSy 

Pignoribus charisy heta parens venial. 
Hoc Deus omnipotens ex alto donet olympoy 

Qui caelum et terram condidit aique regit. 

William Malii^, or Malim^, of Eing'^s college in Cam- 
bridge, afterwards lived at the court; son (perhaps) to John 
MaUm, physician, buried in St. Peter^s, Comhill, London, 
and that gave 40/. to the poor of the parish; a neat scholar, 
writ a fine hand, and master of a very good Latin style, 
and had been a great traveller, having seen Constantinople, 
Antioch, Jerusalem, and many other famous cities in Asia. 
Upon his return, he was presented to secretary Cecyl by 
sir Ambrose Cave : the secretary retained him at his table, 
and he, with the then earl of Leicester, recommended him 
to the queen. Sir Will. Cecyl afterwards employed him to 
retrieve what he could of the writings of sir Tho. Chaloner, 
and he prepared and published his ingenious work De 
RepuM. Anglorumy wrote in Latin verse. He had two great 
patrons, viz. the aforesaid Cecyl, after lord treasurer, and 
the great earl of Leicester. After he had been near seven 
years master of this school », he grew weary of his work, in 
rolling of Sisiphus'^s stone, (as he called it,) and applied 
himself to his great patron the lord treasurer, acquainting 
him with his resolution of resigning, and praying his favour 

^ Grant of arms and crest to Wm. 1116. p. 69. North. 

Malyn, comit. Kent, gentleman, * An oration in Latin by Mr. Wm. 

master of arts, and knight of the se- Malim, master of St.Paul's school, to 

pulcre, by Robert Cooke, daren- duke John Cassimer. 1578. North. 
cieux. MS. in Bibl. Harleian* No. 
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to provide him somewhat more agreeable, more easy, and 
more |>rofitable employment, (for in those times the salary 
was not so weighty and aicoura^ng as since it hath been;) 
he complained to his foresaid patron. Me nimium pauper^ 
fate gravariy Ubertaie privarij conculcari dodrinam, spes 
meas ewinaniri;he desired not, he said, a freedom from 
all labours, but 

Mitius exUiuniy pauJoque g^iietius opto; 

he wished for a milder and mote quiet banishment; con- 
cluding his letter with these verses : 

Adsis tu Cynosura mihi^ ter nobUis heros, 
Ne tenui in mensa desit mediocre satinum^ 
Ne nimiumjractym^ me rodat tristis egestaSy 
Neve ego perpeiuo cutis involvar acerbic. 
HcRC m^a vota precor supplex^ ne segnius kauri 
Candide Maecenas y unv^ qui singula possis. 
Sic tibi multiplices current fcdiciter a/tvni 
Prospera magnanimiy numeres et lustra MeteUi. 

He stayed about two years after this application to the 
loird treasurer, and then departed, and seems to have' got a 
pirebendship of Lincoln, and became afterwards master of 
£ton school. 

JoHi} Haksison, M. a. he was was also of King^s col- 
lege in Gambcic^e : a great antiquary for coins and £ng* 
lish history. He had some contest with the mercers about 
his salary; and by an order agreed and established, it was 
^xmsiderably increased to him and his successors^. He was 

RiCHABB MuLCASTEE Came in upper master in the year 
1596: he was bom in the city, at least the county of Car* 
lisle, Mr. Strype says more largely Cumberland or Westmor- 
land; educated in Eton school; elected scholar of King's col- 
lege in Cambridge in 1548, and student of Christ's church 
in Oxford in the year 1555, (as Mr. Wood says.) He was 

^ Mr. Strype, in his Addkions to Stow*s Survey. 

Y 
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chofen the first master of Merdumt Tailors* sdiool in Lon- 
don, anno 1661; where, aflter he had spent twenty-five 
years, and had brought up many excellent schdars, among 
whom the most eminent was Lancelot Andrews, afterwards 
bishop of Winchester, who had alway such a regard for 
him, that he placed his pcture over his study door, and in 
his last will left his son Peter Mulcaster a legacy of twenty 
pounds^ The Merchant Tailors were desirous to have had 
him ended his days in their service; but, as Mr. Strype says, 
he did not care to do so, saying, Fidelia servus perpduui 
asinua. 

Such was his discipline in his school, that the indulgence 
of parents rather increased than mitigated his severity on 
their offending children ; but though he was, as one calls 
him ™, Plagoaus OrbiUuSf yet this somewhat qualified the 
matter, he was impartial. 

He was also of great account for his learning of all 8orts° 
at that time, especially for his knowledge of the oriental 
language, for which he was highly valued by that great 
English rabbi, Hugh Broughton. For the use of his school, 
he wrote a Catechism in Latin in hexameter and pentameter 
verses : and two books ; the former he dedicated to queen 
Elizabeth, it being of public service, viz. concerning the 
training up of children in both health and learning: the 
latter, or EUmeniarie^ teaches the writing of English, dedi- 
cated to the earl of Leicester. This is mentioned in the 
Catalogue of Authors befbre Mr, Strype'^s edition of Stow*s 
Survey of London. Having resigned PauPs school three 
years before his death, we find him prebendary of Yates- 
bury, in the church of Sarum ; and at the same time, if not 
soon afterwards, in the rectory of Stanford Rivers in Essex, 
given him by queen Elizabeth ; where he died 16th April, 
1611, and lies there buried in the chancel of that church. 

Alexander Gill, senior, born in Lincolnshire, ^th 

1 Bishop Buckridge's Funeral Ser- " He pablished Foitescne de Laa- 

mon for the said bishop, at the end dibus Legum Anglias in Latin^ and 

of bishop Andrews's Century of Ser- his own translation in English. 8yo. 

mons. 1599. North. 

•* Dr. Fuller. 
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Febr. 1564; admitted scholar of Corpus Christi, Oxon, in 
Sept. 1588; M.A. 1590; left the college, and became an 
instructor of youth (possibly in Norwich) where he lived, in 
1597, and then wrote his Treatise of the Trinity. In 1608 
he became the chief master of St. PauPs school, esteemed 
by most persons to be a learned man, a noted Latinist, 
critic, and divine ; and also to have such an excellent way 
in training up of youth, that none in his time went beyond 
him. He died in his own house, in St. PauPs churchyard, 
17th Nov. 1685, and was buried in Mercers^ chapel, or ra> 
ther the antechapel, near the monument of Mr. Brown and 
Mr. rishbourne<*. He wrote a book, (as Mr. Strype says,) 
entitled Lbgonomia^ for amending and rectifying the writ- 
ing of the English language?; and beiiig a divine as well as 
a critic, he wrote that tract (before mentioned) of the Tri- 
nity in Unity against a certain anabaptist; and another 
book, entitled, Sacred Philosophy ofhcly Scripture^, 

Alex. Gill, jun. 1685, (was made master here,) born in 
London, commoner of Trinity college, Oxon, in the begin- 
ning of 1612, having an exhibition from the Mercers' com- 
pany. When M.A. he became usher under his father in 
St. PauPs school, and under Thomas Famabie, the famous 
schoolmaster in Goldsmith Vrents. He succeeded his father 
in the office of chief master 1685, and in the next year took 
the degree of doctor of divinity, being then accounted one 
of the best Latin poets in the nation. In 1640 he was re- 
moved from the school, with an allowance of 9Sl. per ann. 
whereupon he taught certain youths privately in Alders- 
gate-street, London, where he died in 1642, and was buried 
in the church of St.Botolph without Aldersgate. To what 
Mr. Wood says of Dr. Gill, Mr. Strype only adds, that he 
was not only one of the best Latin poets of his time, but 
that many pieces of his poetry are extant, but doth not 
mention where. He has a copy of Latin verses before lord 

Verulam'^s Ifistauratio magna^ and probably some others 

« 

» Wood's AtheD. before Speed's History. North. 

p And a copy of verses printed 4 Both bound. together. North. 

Y 2 
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of the like nature. He remamed master <^ the school the 
shortest time of any master before or anoe; coming in 
1685, and b^ng removed five years after, very probably for 
his too great severity, though with the above-mentioned al- 
lowance. 

John Lakglsy, bom near Banbury in Oxfordshire; 
commoner of Magdalen hall, Oxon, 161S; took the degrees 
in arts, and some years after was made master of the college 
school, and prebendary of the cathedral church of Glou- 
cester; elected chief master of St. PauTs school in Jan. 
1640; an excellent linguist, grammarian, histmian, cosmo- 
grapher, and artist ; as also a most judicious divine, and 
great antiquary ; yet a puritan, and a witness against arch- 
bishop Laud. He died in his house, jdning to St. Paul'^s 
school, 13th Sept. 1667, and was buried in Mercenf chapel, 
with a funeral sermon by Dr. Edward Reynolds, touching 
the use of human learning, wherein he said much to the 
honour of the defunct. He was so much in favour with 
the worshipful company of Mercers, hb patrons, that they 
accepted of his recommendation of his successor. Mr. Strype 
says he was a general scholar, and especially a great anti- 
quary in matters of our own country, of the stories and cu« 
riosities whereof he made a considerable collection in his 
travels. He was known and beloved by the learned Selden« 
He composed a short Rhetoric, and a compendious Pro- 
sodia^ for the use of his school, besides divers amendm^its, 
additions, and explanations of the Latin and Greek Gram- 
mars used by his scholars. He had a very awful presence 
and speech, that struck a mighty respect and fear in his 
scholars, which however wore off after they were a little 
used to him ; and his management of himself towards them 
was such, that they both loved and feared him. He was a 
single man. When buried, all the scholars attended his fur 
neral, walking before the corpse (hung with verses instead 
of escutcheons) from the school through Cheapside, with 
white gloves on, to Mercers^ chapel. His funeral text was 
in Acts vii. And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
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'^Itfpfians: in which % Dr. Reynolds says, ^^he was learned 
^^ in the whole body of learning ; not only an excellent lin- 
^' guist ond^ grammarian, historian, cosmographer, artist, 
^^ but a most judicious divine, and a great antiquary in the 
'^ most memorable things of this nation. Into whatsoever 
'* parts of the land he travelled, he was able to refresh and 
*^ to instruct his fellow-travellers in the most remarkable 
*' particulars of every country. Pausanias was not more 
** accurate in the description of Greece than he of Eng- 
*^ land. And I have heard, that he bad it sometimes in his 
** thoughts to have published something in this kind. He 
** was a man of a solid judgment; he always spake e sulco 

pectoris; and I have not without very great satisfaction 

heard him give bis notions upon difficult places of scrip- 
'' ture, and arguments of divinity in ordinary discourse, as 
^^ if he had elaborately studied them : says he, I never 
<' knew any learned subject spoken of in his company, 
^^ wherein he was not able most dexterously to deliver his 
*^ opinion. He was a man of a copious discourse^ but withal 
^' so solid a judgment, as did ever delight his auditors, 
^* never weary them. 

<< He was most exactly answerable to the trust of his 
^^ place : opprimt poUiis onere officii maiuit^ quam iStid 
^^ deponere^ as once TuUy spoke. It was hardly possible 
^^ for any friend, by any importunity, to draw him from a 
*^ most punctual observation of timely attendance upon the 
^^ duties of his place. And so tenderly fearful was he of 
*^ miscarriage herein, and so seninble of any the least defect, 
^< that in a former sickness he dewed, if he should the^i 
^^ have died, to have been buried at the school door, in re« 
^^ gard he had in his ministration there, come short of the 
** duties which he owed unto the school.^ See more in the 
same sermon in bishop Reynolds^s works, fol. Lond. 1679. 
p. 881. 

Samubl Cbomlkholme, or Cbumlum, of Corpus Christi, 

' St. Panrs school floariahes this religious schoolmaster thereof. Ihr. 
day as much as ever under the care Tko. Fuller's Church History, bool&'' 
of Mr. John Langley, the able and ▼. p. 168. 

Y 3 
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Oxon, who (as Mr. Stiype says) was removed from the go- 
vernment c/t Gloucester scho^ hither. I am apt to believe 
it should have been Dorchester, where I am assured he 
taught sdiool with great reputation for several years. He 
was woXiSyXomsj one that understood a great many lan- 
guages, and exceeded his predecessor in that part of learn- 
ing. In his time the school was burnt in the great fire, and 
he lost an incomparable library, for he was very curious in 
books; but he lived to teach school there again after the 
beautiful rebuilding of it He died a married man, but 
without children. He was very happy in sending out many 
excellent scholars from under his care. And this (as Dr. 
Fuller says) should, amongst other motives, make school- 
masters careful in their place; because the eminencies of 
their scholars have commended the memories of thdr school- 
masters to posterity, who otherwise in obscurity had alto- 
gether been forgotten. Who had ever heard of R. Bond, in 
Lancashire, but for the breeding of learned Ascham, his 
scholar ? Or of Hartgrave, in Brundly sc^cx)!, in the same 
county, but becrause he was the first that did teach the 
worthy Dr. Whitaker ? Nor do I honour the memory of 
Mulcaster for any thing so much as for his scholar, that 
gulf of learning, Inshop Andrews. This made the Athe- 
nians, (says* the same author,) the day before that great 
feast of Theseus, their founder, to sacrifice a ram to the 
memory of Conidas his 8ch(x>lmaister that first instrucrted 
him. I could enumerate many of this man^s scholars who 
arrived to great eminency of one kind or other, besides the 
great duke of Marlborough, bishop Cumberland, Mr. Do- 
dington. Dr. Gower, Mr. Strype, &c, were it needful *. 

Thomas Gale, D. D. was bom at Scruton, in York- 
shire, and educated at Westminster school; from whence 
he went to Cambridge, was admitted into Trinity college, 
and afterwards became fellow of the same, and Greek pro- 

• Fuller's H0I7 State, p. 102. Can* Guildhall. Dr. Wells, of Aldersgate, 

tab. 1648. preached his funeral sermon. lUngs 

< He died Sunday, July 21, 1672, were g:iven, whose poeaie was Jte^ 

and was buried the Fryday follow* dime Temput. Smith's Obitnaiy. 

ing at the lord mayor's chappel by North. 
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feflfior of the uhiveredty. In 1672 he was chosen head mas* 
ter of St. PauPs school in London, and had the honour to 
be employed by the city in writing their elegant inscriptions 
on the Monument, erected in memory of the dreadful cbn- 
fli^ration 1666. In the year 1676 he was made prebendary 
of St PauPs, being one of them called Constimpt. per Mare. 
He was also a member al, the Royal Society u; and gave to 
the repository of Gresham college a Roman urn with its 
ashes. About the year 1697 he gave to the new library of 
Trinity college a great number of curious Arabic manu- 
scripts. After he had continued head master of St. PauPs 
school for twenty-five years, he was in the year 1697 made 
dean of the metropolitan church of York ; where he kept a 
fiood table., and was particularly remarkable for his care 
STgood ^,n^^ ^^ ^ b»uUf^ .h, 
fabric of the cathedral. As to his character, he was a learned 
divine, a great historian, anUquary, and one of the best 
Gredans of the age; and to whom I must ever own myself 
indebted upon mcmy accaimts. 

The several works he has published are undeniable evi- 
dences of his indefatigable industry and labour, of which this 
following is a catalogue : 1. Herodoti Hcdicamasscsi Histo- 
riarum, lib. ix. 2. Jamblicus de Mysteriis jEgyptiorum. 
S. Rhetores Selecti. 4. Histories Poetics Scripiores Anti- 
qui. 5. OpttscuJa Mythological Physica^ et Ethica. 6. 
Grcecum Psaiterium juxta Exempla/r Alexamdrinum, 7. 
Historice Britarniiccs et Anglica/nm Scripiores XXV, vol. 
ii. Besides which, there were amongst his papers manu- 
scripts very near ready for the press : 1. Jamblicus de Vita 
PythagorcB^ 2. Or\gems PhUoadia variis MSS. coUecta 
emendatay et nova Versione donaia. 3. Antonvni Impera- 
toris Itinerarium Inscriptionibus et Schclns iUiistratum. 
And, 4. Sermons on several Festivals. The two last were 
pubUshed since his death. 

He was master of a noble library of choice and valuable 
books, as well as of a curious collection of many esteemed 
manuscripts, which, with, his estate, he has left to his worthy 

« Admitted 6 Dec. 1677. North. 
Y 4 
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SOD, Roger Gale, esq. A» he was c uuver a ai it with the iearaed 
of our natioii, so also he was well known to focdgners, and 
had a particular oorrespondence with Huetius, MabilKoii^ 
BaluziuB, Jacobus Cappellus, SebastiaB Fendiius» Jo.RuddU 
fiis, Wetsteinius of Basil, Henry Wetsteuiiusttf Amstenhm^ 
Gnevius, Ludovicus Picques, and nuiny others. He de- 
parted this life in the 67th year of his age, at the deanery 
of York, April the 8di, 1702. 

Dr. Gale was interred at the east end of the cathedral 
church of York, and over him is a black marble with the 
following epitaph : 

JE* M. S. 

Thom<BOale, S.T. P. decani Ebor. 

Viriy ri quis aHuSj 

Ob mvJtifhriam erudiikmem 

Apud suos exterosque celeberrind. 

Qiuale nomen Mi conquisivit. 

Apud Ccmtabrigiensei 
Collegium S. S. TrinitaUs, et 
Gr(BC(B linffucB prcfkssoris regii caAedru; 

Apud LondinaieSy 

Viri Uteratissimi ad rem pubticam 

EtpatricR commodvm 

Ex gymnasio Paulino emisei; 

Apud EboracenseSy 

Htgus res ecdericBy 

Heu! vix qumquennioy 

At dum per mortem licuit 

Sedulo etJideUtef adminietrataj 

Et vbicwnque agebai donata luce 

Veneranda ImgtuB GraoB 

Et histori(B AngiicaniB 

Monvmentay 

Marmjore loquadoray 

Perermioray 

Testantur. 

Ob. Apr. viii A. S. H. mpccti. tet. sucb lxvu. 
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JofiK PosTLETHWAYTE, M.A. boni at Millom in Cum- 
berland, master of St. Martin''s school in the fields, founded 
by archbishop Tenison; where, by his singular industry 
and happy way of teaching youth, he acquired such a cha- 
racter froiH persons of the highest rank, that he was chosen 
to St. PauPs school anno 1697, upon Dr. Calebs promotion 
to the deanery of York ; where he remitted nothing of his 
wonted diUgence, and from whence also he sent forth very 
excellent scholars, who have since made a figuire in several 
iltations of life. We have a just character of him in the re- 
verend Dr. Hancock^s sermon at his funeral, preached at St 
Austin'*s church at his interment, which may supersede any 
thing farther that I can say of him : only the reader will 
forgive me in paying a debt of gratitude to his memory by 
inserting the epitaph designed for him in the aforesaid 
church, which w31 give a true idea of him, especially as it 
concerns that character upon which he stands in this place, 
a good schoolmaster, and his incessant and almost un- 
paralleled labours to the very last ; as also his public bene- 
factions, and gratitude, both to his great patron archbishop 
Tenison, who raised him; and to Mertoh college in Oxford, 
where he was educated, and took the degree of master of 
arts^. Upon the experience and thorough knowledge of 
him, the said archbishop Tenison recommended him with a 
most ample commendation to the Mercers^ company, which 
Mr. Strype, in his Survey, has set down at large, to say no- 
thing of other very connderable persons who did the same. 
I shall only add the clause of his will, dated Sept. 5th, 
1718, wherein he bequeathes the rectory of Denton, in Nor- 
folk, (about S002. value,) to Merton college in Oxford, 
where he had his education, at the discretion of the re- 
verend archbishop Tenison, who had been a great patron 
to him, and enoouiager of his studies, wherein are these 
words: 

<^ I give to the most reverend father in Grod Thomas 
^* lord archbishop of Canterbury, and to his successors 

> 19 June, 1678. North. 
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<< lords ardilnalKyps of Canterbury for eva% the perpetual 
<< advowsoD and patronage of the rectory of Denton, in the 
^* county of Norfolk, as I purchased the same of his grace 
*< the duke of Norfolk ; and my will and deore is, that 
*' they, the sud lords archlnshops of Canterbury succes- 
*^ nvely, collate, whensoever it shall become void, such per- 
sons as shall be at those times respectively fellows of M erton 
college in Oxford, or such as have been formerly fellows 
of the said college, as th^ graces shall judge fittest and 
^< most woi^thy.^ He gave also 9001. for the adorning and 
beautifying of the chancel of the said church, as appears 
from an inscription in the east window thereunto belonging, 
and is as follows: 

In the middle of the east window of Denton chanceL 

Joannes Postlbthwaytb^ A.M. 

Hufus ecclesitB nuper paironusy 

Tettamento legavit 9002. 

Quibus 

Tota hiBcJmeHra 

MuUicolor canficerehiry 

CanceUi hi omarentur, 

Mensa Dominica instruerenkiTj 

Phifnboque cooperireniur, 

QU(B 

Omnia perfidt 

MATTUMVa PoSTLBTHWAYTBy 

Pa^oni>nepo8 

Et 

EcclesitB recioTy 

J.D. MDCCXVII. 

He had designed to have shewn a specimen of his grati- 
tude, in giving the world some account of the life of dean • 
Cdet; but death prevented him. 

He died Sept. 26, 1713. The epitaph designed to be put 
up for him in St. Austin'^s church is as follows : 
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Hie sitte sunt exuviae 

Joannis Postleikwayt^ E.A.P. et A.M. 

De quo^ hctor, hoc cuxipe. 

Jacobo 11^- regnanUj 

A reverendissimo Tenisonoy 

Ludo liierario, guem iUe JesuHico oppoausratj 

Presfectusjmt. 

Inde evocaiua^ schclcR PauUntB, 

per sedecim mmo8 prc^it; 

Laiifus lingueB ad optima/rum seripiorum normam 

Praeeptor accuratissimus; 

GreeecB et Orientalium pierarumque 

tarn perituSy quamtjimtor migularis; 

Neqye in bonis uUitis generis Uteris hospes; 

PueroTum ingenia nemo sagadus exploravity 

Felidus direoAt^ 

aut studiosius promomt; 

Id quod testantwr ipsim oHm disciptdiy 

Ntmc academiarumy ecchsice^ et reipMicce 

Omamenta summa. 

Vir erat integer^Jhigi^ pius, de omnibus bene merituSf 

Onrni virtutis genere exomcatus; 

Prindpibus in ecclesia viris perquam charus; 

Ita non ambitiosuSf ut honores, 

Atd oblatos vUro recusaret^ 

AutyJacHe impetrabUes^ petere notuerit, 

sua sorte contentus; 

Et tota mente in curam disdpulorum incumbens, 

Quos cum in schcia diutiu^ instituere non potuity 

In sue erudiebat ctdnculo; 
Et cum vi morbif quo plures menses laboraraty 

Lecto (iffiams esset^ 

lUic qu/oqueyfirme etiam moriens, docebat. 

Obiit 9Sp. die Septembr. a/nno Dni. mdccxiii. cetatis sucb 63. 

Patruo bene m^erenti posuit Masstissimu^s M.P. 

Philip Ascough^ M. A. of Trin. coll. in Cambridge^ 
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was presented by king George to the rectory of St OlaveX 
Southwark) and was succeeded by 

Bewjamin Moelandx, F.R.S. tinder whom, I must in 
justice to him say, that this sdiool is in a very flourishing 
state: so that we need not doubt of hereafter having several 
more worthies added, to complete the foUowing list of those 
who have been educated in this school. 

• 

A list of the high or upper magters of St. PauTs school, who 

were chosen asJbOaweth. 

1512. William Lillie Contiiioed lOycm. 

1622. JohnRitwyse 10 

1682. Richard Jones 17 

1649. Thomas Freeman 10 

1659. John Cooke .'...., 14 

1673. William Malym '. 8 

1681. John Harrison 15 

1696. Richard Mulcaster 12 

1608. Alexander Gffl 27 

1686. Dr. Alexander Gill 6 

1640. John Langley 17 

1667. Samuel Cromleholme 15 

1672. Dr. Thomas Gale 25 

1697. John Postlethwayte 16 

1718. Philip Ascough 8 

1721. Benjamin Morland 12 

1788. Timothy Crumpe, died Jan. 81, 1787 4 

1787. George Charles', D.D 11 

1748. George Thicknesse, resigned 21North. 

1769. Richard Roberts, D. D 45North. 

1814. John Sleath, D.D 

7 He died Oct. 9, 1733, aged 80. Rocbford, unbMsador to the court 
> Dr. Charles resigned in 1748, of Turin. North. 
appointed secretary to the earl of 
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J short account of the scholars educated gi St. PatiTs 

school. 

THOMAS NIGHTINGALE, born in Londm, and^ 
as Mr. Wood thinks, educated under Mr* Will. Lilly in 
1515, was in Oxford admired for his wit, especially for the 
things he published: viz. De obitu Joannis Colet carmen: 
In mortem Gtd. LilU EUgicB. Which are both very scarce. 

Thomas Lupsbt was one of the first eminent scholars of 
this school under the same master; having laid a founda- 
tion there of knowledge in the learned tongues, and other 
studies of humanity, he was enabled thereby to become 
very useful in the university of Oxford, where (as Mr. 
Mopre, in an epistle to Erasmus, informs us) he taught the 
learned languages, especially the Greek tongue. Erasmus 
also, in a letter to Colet, mentions him as having been very 
useful to him in his studies, as well as agreeable to him for 
his conversation, while he was at Cambridge \ He died in 
the year 1631^, as Erasmus hints to cardinal Poole. 

All that Mr. Wood says of him is, that he was the son of 
William Lupset, goldsmith, in London, bom in St. Mil- 
dred^ Bread-street, and amanuensis, or study servant, to 
dean Colet, and by him sent from PauPs school to the uni- 
versity of Oxford; and therefore remembered by dean Colet 
in his last will, who there calk him his scholar ^. He was 
buried in St. Alphage church in London. . 

Amongst the manuscripts of the foresaid Mr. Wood in 
Oxford, we have a somewhat larger account of him, which 
for the more curious is here inserted : 

^ Vix uUiJeUcius unquam inter Britannos quam Thoma, 



* -* Tuu8 ac yere tnas alumnuB 
Tho. Lupsetus, niagno mihi est usui 
qaotidiana consuetudine, et opera, 
quam mihi coromodat in his castiga- 
tionibos; et operam opera penso, 
liMtiirua idem oopioaus, si per illiiis 
studia vacaret, a qnibus nolim ab- 
ducere adolescentem ; crede mihi ni- 
hil est eo, tai amantius. Mras.Episi. 



^ St. Martin's, Ludgate. Wm.Re- 
vett, LL.D. institut. 1 Jan. 1530. per 
mortem Thomn Lupset. North. 

« Wood's Ath. Ozon. vol. i. cor. 28. 

' Vita D.Thomie Lupseti ex Elo- 
g^is Geors^ Lilii Britanni aliisque 
Scriptoribus collecta per Henricum 
Jacksonuin. Inter MSS. Ant. a 
Wood in Muftto Ashmol, 
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Lupieto ingenivm amtingii. 1$ emm Londhd honegio loco 
fuUugy ei a Jokamu Coleto cb egrtgiam inddem m UUdam 
aliqyamdk^^JwnSliarUai^^ recepiuSj sub GfJidmo UBo 
Grcdcm et Latime lingu4B rudimenia didicU, moxque admi- 
rabUi atudio et industrial in optimantm ariium cogmtUcne 
tantus evasiif ut adolescens in Oxoniens* gtfnuuuio Cice^ 
fxm%$ PkUippiau expressts oratoruB JacuUaHis coloribus 
cum magna eruditi ingenii admiratione publice perlegerii. 
Sed Ludovico Vive homine HispanOy diffidJiori prt^ 4Bmu- 
latione ejus schciam eacipiente, in ItaUam optimarum inge- 
niorum parentem transcendity ac Reginaldo Polo regie san- 
guine illustri, quern per id tempus rex Henricus VIII. stu- 
diorum causa Patavium miseraty se adfunxii; ubi annis 
aliquot per omnia disciplinarum genera evagaiusy max in 
pairiam reversuSj auream iOam Chrysostomi eloquentiam 
precipue admiratus, in sacrarum literarum arce canstitit. 
Cum tamen Thomte WdlscEi cardinalis Eboracensis impor- 
tunis efflagitationibuSf initam studiorum suorum rationem 
perinvitus relinquere coactus esty Thom^B Winterio efusdem 
cardinalis alumnOy magnis sumpttbus LuietUe Parisiorum 
prtBceptor aliquandiu adkibitus. At indinata pa/ulo post 
Eboracensis Jbrtunay cum jam iterum sui juris esse ccspe- 
rat J ad antiquam iOam Pcli Jamiliaritatemy qui etiam ad 
id tempus peropportune cum summa regis sui gratia in 
GaUiam trcjeceraty atque ad pristina sacrarum literarum 
studta se recepit : cumquejam omnes in summam sui admi- 
rationem conjedssety et honestissimo sacerdoOo auctusy ab 
Henrico rege, Jumd obscuris benevcieniuE indiciisy repetita 
sespe memoriay ad mqjora destinaretuTy pituitce distma- 
tione a capitCy exulceratis puhnonibus tussiy ac Jibre dim 
labor anSy juvenis adhuc quarto circitery ac trigesimo cetatis 
su<B annOy Londini contabuit. Ex ejus scripHs nihil us- 
quam adhuc publice prodiity cum omnia potius ad privatum 
usum penes se domi su(B vivens deponerety quam alibi pott 
mortem publica/nda relinquerety eademque ut plerunque pa- 
trio sermone conscriptay cum tamen et Latino promptissime 
atque elegcmiery non in scriptis tantum sed in Jhmtliaribus 
coUoqutis seepe uteretur. Ex eis autemy qute nobis adhuc 
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pueris ah eo ipso aOquando ad describendtm tradita memir 

nimusy vel /uec in primisjfuere ; 

1. HomUicB aliquot ad Chrysostomi imkationem ad ami' 

cos conscripUB. 
£. Diahgusy in quo acerrima quadam reprekensione in 
corruptos sm secuU mores invehihiry mcueime vero in 
depravatam, qaonmdam in anta regia consuetudinemy 
qui de relnts sacfis dispuksAones in mediis epidis et 
conyi)oi€aionibu»y prqfbms verborvm jiirgiis mutuo in* 
ter se agkanieSy de sacerdotali ordine et dignitate pa^ 
mm reverenterjam turn sentire coeperant. 

3. ^Adjuvenem quendam in civili homin^m commercioy 
d^JoTmamdo optimtB vitis st(xtu. 

4. jid alterumJamUiarem suy/m deJutwrcB vitte generosa 
pr€emeditationey deque morte nequaquam Christian(t 
homini pertimescenda. 

Extant JamiUares aliquot epistdltB ad Lupsetum db 
Erasmo Soterodamo peramanter conscriptcBy maacime vero. 
iJUay in qua de Edovardo L(B0 gravioribus censures notis in 
N&oi Testamenti traductioney epis nomini detrectantey et 
cbeiiscis quibusdam ejus scripta confodAentCy apud Lup- 
setum, qui Erasmum ipsum a Lcei calumnia defendere vi^ 
debatury prolixe conqueritur, OMit quinto et trigesimo cir^ 
citer cetatis suae anno; quo tempore Henricus VIII, rex 
Caiherince regims repudium moliri casperat, 

Ha^Qtenus de Lupseto totidem verbis LiUu>s. 

Magnus iUe Thomas Morus in epistola quadam ad 
Erasmum (edita inter alia opuscula BasilecBy 1563.) pag. 
454. Lupsetus, inquity noster magno auditorio summa cum 
laude sua, nee minore scholasticorum fruge, bonas literas in 
utraque lingua profitetur Oxoniae. Intimam cum Mora 
amidtiam eoluit Lupsetus. Alios, inquit StapUtonus in 



*■ Thid book is printed at London ib written from More, a place of my 
in English; the title runs thus : Jn lorde cardinals, (Wolsey,) in the feast 
ErhartcUion to yonge Men^ per- of saynt Bartholomew 1529. Xon- 
rwadynge them to wcUk in the paihe dmi in ttdiJbut Thorns BarthtUti re- 
way that leadeth to honestie and gtsimpressorisannoMDXXXVIIL 
goodnet, written to a firende of his. Cum privUegio, ^ 
by Thomas lAipsete, Londoner. It 
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Fite ThomiB Mwiy cap^y.fog. 196» in poBtim literatufa 
amioos et socios habuit Moras, Thonuun Lupsetum, ad 
quon Tarie extant Eraani E^iistdae, in qinbus, quanta fu- 
erit ejus et cgr^ia eruditio et intiina cum Mcmd amicitia, 
evidenter apparet. 

Sir Amthokt Dknht was second son to Edward Denny, 
<me of the barons of the Exchequer, in credit and fiivour 
with Edw. IV. and Hen. VII.: he was one of William 
Lilly^s scholars, afterwards was knighted by Hen. VIII. 
made gentleman of his bedchamber, and privy counsellor. 
At the dissolution, his master gave lum the site of Waltham 
abbey, with rich lands, for the term of thirty years. He was 
a great Mcecentu to learned men ; and to his honour it is 
reecvded, that he did restore the great schod of Sedbo^g in 
the north to its pristine state, when the buildings were dila- 
pidated, and the lands embezzled. Mr. Ascham gives him 
the following character; Religio^, doctrina^ respuUica, omnes 
euros tuas sic occupcmi, utj extra has ires res, nullum tern* 
pus consumas: that he divided his time between religkm, 
learning, and his care for the public. Henry Howard, earl 
of Surrey, made the following ^ epitaph upon him: 

Death and the king did, a^ it were, contend 

Which of them two bare Denny greatest love: 
The king, to show his love gan Jarre extend. 

Did him advance his betters Jarre above; 
Nere place, much wealth, great honour eke him gave. 
To make it knowne what power great princes have. 
But when death came with his triumphant gi/i. 

From worldly carke fie quit his wearied ghost, 

Freejrom the corpes, and straight to heaven it li/i. 

Now deme, that can, who didjbr Denny most: 

The king gave welth, but Jading and unsure; 

Death brought him blisse that ever shall endure. 

Sir Anthony died in the 2d of Edward Vlth. 
William Paget, knight," was bom in London of honest 
parents, who gave him his education in St. PauTs school. 

f Weevcr's Fun. Mooum. p. 832. 
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Afterwanib, his learning and capacity raised him to be a fa- 
vourite of Idflg Henry VlII. who made him, in the 23d of 
his reign, first, one of the clerks of the signet ; and in the 
38d year, clerk of the council, and privy seal ; and a little 
aflter, clerk of the ^larliament for life : afterwards he made 
him his secretary, and employed him as ambassiidor to 
Charles the Vth emperor, and Francis king of France. 
King Edward the VIdi made> him chancellor of the duchy, 
comptroller of the household, and created him baron of 
Beaudesert. Queen Mary made him keeper of the privy 
seal; and que^i Elizabeth, though she dispensed with his 
attendance at court, yet highly respected him. He died 
very old, in the year 1568, and his corpse (as Mr. Fuller 
says) was buried at Litchfield: of whom I shall add no 
more (referring the reader to the histories of that time) but 
this one remark; that his being privy counsellor to four 
successive princes is perhaps a single instance, and not to be 
paralleled in history, especially if we consider from how low 
a descent he rose, being only a son to a sergeant at mace in 
London. 

Sir Edwaed North, afterward Edward lord North, 
baron of Kirtling in Cambridgeshire, was another of those 
eminent persons who were very early educated in this 
school under its first master Lilie : he was the son of Roger 
North, citizen and mercer of London. When he was by 
age and study fitted for public service, he had various 
marks of honour conferred upon him by his king and coun- 
try; and making the law his profession, he was made a 
sergeant in the year 1586 ; and at the dissolution of mo- 
nasteries he was made treasurer of the court of augnienta- 
tions : in 1542 he was knighted, and served as high sheriff 
of the counties of Cambridge and Huntingdon : soon after 
he became privy counsellcgr, and at last one of the executors 
to king Henry VIlI. He seemed not in the next short 
mgn of king Edward to have gained ground, being nd fa- 
vourite of the protector Seymour; but soon after queen 
Mary'^s accesdon to the throne, he was not only continued 
privy counselloi^, but also made it baron of the realm. In 
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her nster*s reigOy my lord Ncxth, being in yean, did not 
denre any public business ; and though he seemed not to 
be a fftvourite, yet was he not under any visible displeasure 
ot queen Elizabeth, ance he had the lieutenancy for com- 
mand of the militia for Cambridgeshire and the isle of Ely. 
He was also employed in a commission by her about those 
who made claims to perfonn service by tenure upon the 
day of her coronation. This was all that he had <x would 
have of the public trust to the day of his death; which hap- 
pened Dec. 81, 156S, and in the 68th year of his age, at his 
house, called the Charter Jiouse, near London. His epitaph, 
as is now to be seen in the chapel adjoining to the south 
side of the chancel of the church of Kirtling in Cambridge- 
shire, is as follows: 

Servajldtfn : 

Edvardumjinxit Nortkum naiura beatumy 

Addiderat magruu gracia regis opes. 
ProviduSy et sapiens ^ claros suscepii honor es; 

Et tamen in tanto comis honorejuii. 
QucB naiura dedit, qu6B gracia principis atunty 
Omnia mors una susHdii atra die, 
Q^i obiit ultimo Decembris 
Anno Domini 1564. 

Hdbuit JSms Rogerum^ nunc dominum Norths et T^o- 
mam ; JiRas vero Christianam et Mariam quarum altera 
WiHrmi comitis Wigomice uaor^ altera Henrico dom. 
Scroope nupta. 

See more of this noble lord in the MS. life of him in the 
public library at Cambridge, by Dudley lord North, a de- 
scendant, with an account of his gifts to the university, and 
to Peter-house college in Cambridge; (m the parlour of 
which college is the picture of this noble lord, amongst 
other benefactors, with a Latin distich ;) to the former of 
the parsonage of Burwel, and to the ktter of that of Elling- 
ton in Huntingdonshire. This life was printed at the end of 
several other pieces of the said Dudley, the second lord 
North, in the year 1684. 
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JoHK Leland was born in London, and educated in St. 
FauPs school under the famous William Lilie, as that verse 
of his testifies, . . 

Instructor Lilitcs illejuit. 



He went afterwards to Christ^s college in Cambridge : jfrom 
thence he transplanted himself into All Souls college in Ox- 
ford: where having spent his time very usefully, he made a 
journey to Paris : there he was received into the friendship 
of divers very learned men^ viz. Budaeus, Fi^r, Paulus 
iBmilius, and Ruellus. At his return he entered into holy 
orders, and became rector of Poppeling, in the marches of 
Calais. Afterwards he became library-keeper to king Henry 
VIII. and had a commission from him to search into all li- 
braries of cathedrals, abbeys, or colleges, for every thing he 
could find of antiquities relating to England. 87 of Hen. 
VIII. he presented the king w:ith a scheme of the whole, 
under the title of A new year's gift; wherein he promised 
a description of the state of Britain under the Romans, 
a survey and history of each county in sixty books, a sur- 
vey of the British isles in six books, and an account of the 
nobility of Britain in three books. He was afterwards made 
canon of Eing^s college, (now Christ-church in Oxon,) and 
had also a prebendship in the church of Saruno. The latter 
part of bis life he spent in the parish of St. Michad in le 
Queme in London, in writing and composing of those few 
books he left behind him, and which are of great account 
amongst antiquaries. Soon after falling distracted, i|nd 
continuing so, he left bis papers in confusion, the greatest 
part of which are in die public library at Oxford. His Itu 
nerarium and CoUectcmea were lately published by Mr. 
Tho. Heame at Oxford. His book De Viris iUustribus 
Jnglue is almost wholly transcribed by Bale, and from him 
by Pitts. We have reason to hope for a noble edition of 
this work, with very valuable additions from a very emi- 
nent hand S, which will carry it down to the beginning of 
queen Elizabeth'^s reign. We may see by the subjoined 

f T. Tanner. Lewis. 

z 2 
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note^ what a value Ldand put upon this wcA. His 
treatises already printed are, 7%^ Assertion qfSng Arthur; 
The Birth of Prince Edward; The Song of the Swan; The 
Decease of Sir Tho. Wiat; The Winning of Buttein; and 
Commendaiion of Peace; all in Latin. 

William Whittaieb, D.D. and lung's professor of di- 
▼inity, deserves a place in this account: his effigies is in Hol- 
land's Herologia. 

In the first year of king Edward VI. he was bcM-n at the 
manor of Holme, in the parish of Bumdley, in the county 
of Lancaster. 

Under his parents he was brought up at grammar-school, 
until he was ten years of age. About the time of the second 
restoration of the sincere profession of religion, shortly after 
the be^nning of the reign of queen EUzabeth, he was by his 
uncle, Aleicander Nowel, dean of St. Paul's, sent for up to 
London from his parents, with whom he had been nursed up 
in popish superstitions, taken into his family, and trained up 
in further learning, fit for his years, in the public school, 
founded by Dr. Colet, his pious predecessor. 

There he so profited in good literature, and ^ve such 
presages of what would afterwards ensue, that being now 
eighteen years old, he was by the foresaid venerable dean, 
his uncle, sent to the univendty of Cambridge, and there 
admitted into Trinity college ; where, making furdier pro- 
gress answerable to his former beginnings, he was chosen 
first scholar, and after fellow of that house ; and having re- 
ceived the degree of master of arts, he began now to grow 
into no small esteem and fame by reason of disputes and 
other exercises performed by him, with the good approba- 



^ Hoc opus magna diligentia, cu- qui recte noTit quoa literaruio fiores 

ra, et Ubore congpessimut, atqne adeo BritannuB hortus protnlcrit. Cerle 

jam ia tomos qnatuor * digeiisimua, ut ingratitudiniB notam malti ia hac 

oe Britannin nostra, ftuna tot em- parte elnant, nunqaam profecto de- 

dHomm, et elegantinm Bcriptonim siditt mamlam abatergent. LeUauH 

deperiret Quotos enim quisque est Comment, in Cjfgnecnn Cantmnem, 
hae nostra astate, Tel inter eruditos 

* Of these, it seems, he finished only two tomes, which were printed at 
Oxford 1709, from the author's autograph by Dr. Anthony Hall. Lewis. 



NUMBER VII* 341 

tion and to the great admiration even of the best and chiefs 
est persons. He left this world, to the great loss of God's 
diurch^ on the fourth day of December, in the 3rear of oiir 
Lord 1695, and in the 47th of his age; having held the 
professor's chair about sixteen years, and the mastership of 
St. John's college almost nine. His corpse was, with veiy 
greiat solemnity and general lamentation, brought to the 
ground, and lieth interred' in the chapel of the foresaid coli- 
lege ; his epitaph being engraven with letters of gold on a 
{six stone, in the wall near to the place of its interment 
Which is as follows : 

HIC SITVS EST DOCTOR WHITAKERVS, REGIVS 

OLIM 
SCRIPTVILa£ INTERPRES, QVEM ORNABANT GRA- 
TIA LtNGV^, 
IVDICIIQVE ACIES, ET LVCIDVS ORDO, MEMOR- 

QVE 
PECTVS, ET INVICTVS LABOR, ET SANCTIS- 

SIMA VITA; 
VNA SEP ENITVIT VIRTVS RARISSIMA, TAN- 

TAS 
INGENII INTER OPES, SVBMISSIO CANDIDA 

MENTIS: 
HVIVS GYMNASII SVPER ANNOS OCTO MAGI- 

STER 
PROVIDVS, ET RECTI DEFENSOR, ET VLTOR 

INIQVI. 

He was at that time the greatest champion of the pro^ 
testant cause, even by the confession of cardinal Bellarmine 
himself, who, though he had been so often baffled by him, 
yet had so great a veneration for his learning, that he had 
his picture over his study door, and would be often wishing 
thftt he was one of his own communion. 

tie has left behind him the following works: 1. His 
translation of Dr. NoweFs Catechism into Greek. 2. His 
translation of bishop JewePs Dispute against Harding itit6 
Liatin. 3. His Answer to Edmund Campian his ten R^a^ 
sons. 4. His Defence of that his Answer against John Du- 

zS 
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rey. 5. His RefuUtion of Nicolas Sander^s DemonstratioD, 
whereby he would prove that the Pope is not Antidirist. 6. 
A Collection thereto added of ancient Hereaes, laked up 
again to make up the popish apostasy^ 7. His Theas pro- 
pounded and defended at the Commencement 1582, that 
the Pope is the Antichrist spoken of in Scripture. 8. An- 
swer to William Reynolds against the Preface to that against 
Sanders, in En^ish. 9- His Disputation concerning the Scrip- 
ture against the Papists of these times, Bellaimine and Sta- 
pleton especially. 10. Defence of the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, against Thomas Stapleton his Defenceof the Authority 
of the Churches. 11. His Lectures on the Controverries 
concerning the Bishop of Rome, set forth by Jcim Allen- 
son after his decease. 1^ His Lectures on the Controversy 
concerning the Church, set forth by the same party. 13. 
His Lectures on the Controversy concerning Councils, set 
forth by the same. 14. A Treatise of Original Sin, against 
Stapleton'^s three former books of Justification, set forth by 
the same. 15. A Lecture on the first of Timothy ii. 4, read 
on February S7, 1594, before the earl of Essex, and some 
other honourable persons. 16. His Lectures concerning the 
Sacraments in general ; the Eucharist and Baptism in spe- 
cial : taken by John Allenson, and set forth by Dr. Samuel 
Ward. 

N. B. His learned uncle. Dr. Alex. Nowel, besides his 
honouring St. PauPs school with the education of this ex- 
traordinary person, is said to have been a great favourer of 
it; which was intimated upon his monument, where it is 
said, among other things, 

. PrcBsidi scholce Paulince plurima bonaJidL 



This monument did very much resemble that of dean 
Colet, and seemed to have it for its pattern; which being 
consumed together in 1666, are only preserved in Dugdale^s 
History of St. PauPs Church : but that set up in the dean^s 
time we have no memorial of it, but that it was a very de- 
cent one. 

Bishop Aylmer of London, in his will bearing date April 
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22, 1596, desires to be buried in some convenient place in 
the cathedral of St. Paul, on the north side, with some de- 
cent monument to be erected for him, and his figure set up 
in imitation of that of John Colet, sometime dean of the 
said church, standing on the south side. Strype's Life of 
Aylmery p. 173. 

John Howson, D. D. bishop of Durham, was of St 
Paul'*s school. Vide Wood*s AthencB. Noeth. 

William Camden was bom in 1550, in the Old Bailey, 
London. From Paul's school, at fifteen years of age, where 
(as Dr. Smith says) he had laid a good foundation of learn- 
ing and accuracy in both the Greek and Latin tongues, he 
was removed to Magdalen college in Oxford K Afterwards 
he became student of Christ Church; from thence, his merit 
making him famous, he was* preferred to be master of 
Westminster school, where he composed that Greek Gram* 
mar which bears his name. After some time spent here 
very profitably, he was, by queen Elizabeth, first made 
Richmond herald, and then Clarencieux king of arms. His 
knowledge in the antiquities of his own country is sufii- 
dently witnessed in his immortal work of his BHtannia. 
He was much esteemed by the learned men of his time, 
abroad as well as at home, such as Thuanus, Is. Casaubon, 
archbishop Usher, &c. His Annals of Queen Elizabeth is 
a work justly esteemed by all; and though he had some 
oiemies who carped at him, yet he was far superior to 
them. He shewed his great zeal for the improvement of 
learning by his founding a history professorship in Oxfc»*d, 
to which he gave the manor of Bexley in Kent, containing 
lands to a considerable value; so that he merited that 
distich. 

Est tibi pro tvmvlOi Camdene.y Britcmnia tota ; 
Oxonium vivens est epigramma tibi.' 

* Post ad scholam Coletinam solet, sedulo excoluisset (neque enim 

quae ad S. Pauli est, ubi sub vigilan- ab ioeunte state bonam indolem de- 

tissimis pneceptoribus disciplina et stitnit industria) ad academiam Ox- 

cnltura ingeniorum maxime vigait, oniensem opportiino tempore trans* 

se recepit, inde postquam ineDtem plantandus. FUa Camdeni per 

artibusj quibus stas juvenilis .imbui Smith t prafiea EpistoHs, 1691. ito. 

z 4 
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HiB Jnmds ab anno 1608 ad 1628, under hb own tumd, 
are in Trinity college library at Cambridge, which arfe latdy 
printed by Dr. Smith after his Epistles. Land. 1691. 4to. 
He died Novemb. 9tb, anno 16S8, in the 74th year c^ his 
i^;e, and is buried at Westminster. His epitaph is as fol- 
lows: 

QUI • FIDE • ANTIQUA • ET -OPERA • ASSIDUA • 

BRITANNICAM • ANTIQUITATEM • 

INDAGAVIT • 

SIMPLICITATEM • INNATAM • HONESTIS • 

STUDUS • EXCOLUIT • 

ANIMI • SOLERHAM • CANDORE - ILLUSTRAVIT - 

GUILIELMUS • CAMDENUS • 

AB • ELIZABETHA • R • AD • REGIS • ARMORUM • 

(CLARENTII • TITULO ) DIGNITATEM • 

EVOCATUS • 

HIC • SPE • CERTA • RESURGENDI • IN • 

CHRISTO • S • E • 

Q- 

OBIIT • AN • DNI • 1 623 9 • NOVEMBRIS • 

iETATIS • SVM ' 74 • 

William Burton, son of William Burton, sometime at 
Atcham in Shropshire, second son of Thomas Burton oi 
Longnore, near to Shrewsbury, son aDd heir of £dw^ 
Burton of the same place, (who died in 1658,) was bprn 
within the precincts of the Austin Friars in London, was 
educated in Paul's school under Alex. Gill, sen. became 9 
student in Queen'*s college, Oxon, in Eastelr term ]625j 
aged 16 years, being accounted a good Grecian; but haying 
not withal to maintain himself, the learned Mr. Allen, who 
found him to be an ingenious youth, took him to himself to 
Glocester hall, and conferred on him the Greek lecture 
there, which he kept during his continuance in the univer- 
sity. In 1630 he took the degree of bachelor of dvil law ; 
but indigence (which commonly attends good wits) fordng 
him to leave the university, he became the assistant or 
usher of Mr. Tho. Farnabie, the famous schoolmaster of 
Kent; with whom remaining some years, he was at length 
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made master of the free-scbool at JBSngstoiK-upon-^Thamea in 
Surtejf where he continued till two, years before hi$ deaths 
at which tiine^ being- taken with the dead palsy, he. re^ 
tired to London, wh^T he lived to isee^ the,mo9t part of hi$ 
lakt book, caUed A Cemmi on Antanmta <,his Itinerary ^ 
jNsnted. He was an excellent Latinist, noted philolo^t; 
WAS weU skilled in the tongues, an exodyiiMit critic and an^ 
tiqiiary, and thecefore beloved of aU learned men, especially 
the famoas archbishop Usher. He hath written and pub- 
lished these foUowiiig pieces : 

LcmdaiAo Jimdma in. obHum "oiri e^ceUmHasimi D* 
TbonuB JMmii Land* 1633. Oxon« 4to. The said speech 
wte spoken by the author in the refectory of Glooester 
hall, before die body was carried theiice. Afterwardis ani- 
other wa^ qpoken at the grave, in Trinity college chapel, by 
Grdorge Bathurst, as I have, elsewhere t«dd you ; which, 
with BurtonX were both printed tog^er. 

Jmnotations on the first qnstk of Clement the apoeile to 
tiie CormtMims. Lond« 1647 and 1652, in 4to.: wherein, as 
much reading is shewed by the author, so some things 
therein do rankly smdl of presbytery. The: said first epistle 
being set forth in Latm by Patrick Young in 1688j was 
translated inta English by our aullior;. who thereunto did 
add the said annotations^ as: a very proper and sui^ble re^ 
9iedy, if r^htly attended to, to cui^ the many distracting 
sdnsms of those loose and dissolute times when published.^ 

GreBcm lAnguee. Historic^ Lond. 1667. octavo* It is the 
nun of one or more seeches delivered in the refectory of 
Gloeest^ haD, 16S1. 

VeterU Lmgues Persiae Historia. Lond. 1657. oot. This 
IB printed with the former book ; 'and before them iis. an 
epistle, written by way of commendatioii, by the learned 
Laiq^baine, friend to pur author. 

A Commeiitarff on Antoninm hie Itinerarff^ or Jaufyn^e 
of the Sam. Empire^ eo for as it c(mcemeA Britain^ 4*^. 
Lond. 1658. fol. with the author^s picture before it. He 
also translated from Latin into English a book entitled. 
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The belaoed City; or, 7^ Saints Reign on Earth a thou- 
eand years, asserted and illustrated Jrom Axty-jive places 
qfhciy Scripture. Lond. 164S. quarto: written originally 
by Jo. Hen. Alstedius, professor of the univeraty of Her- 
bome. Our author, Will. Burton, gave way to fate on the 
28tb of December, in sixteen hundred fifty and seven, and 
was buried the same day in a vault belonging to the stu- 
dents of St. Clement^s Inn, under part of the church of St 
Clement^s Danes, without Temple-bar, near London : leav- 
ing then behind him several papers and collections of anti- 
quity, manuscripts, and coins, which came into the hands 
of Tho. Thynne, esq. sometime his scholar at Kingston, af- 
terwards gent.-commoner of Christ Church ; then of the 
^bedchamber to the duke of York; a baronet after the death 
of his father, (sir Hen. Fred. Thynne, of Kemsford in Glo- 
cestershire ;) possessor of the large estate belonging to Tho. 
Thynne, of Longleet in Wilts, (murdered by certain fo- 
reigners 12 Feb. 1681 ;) and at length viscount Weymouth^. 
Edward Lane, M. A. of Cambridge. This person, who 
was educated in Paulas school, and afterwards of St. John^s 
college in the said university, became vicar of xNorth Stro- 
bury in Essex, by the favour of the lord keeper Covmitxy 
1680, and was thence removed, by the same hand, . to the 
vicarage of Spersholt, near to Rumsey in Hampshire. He 
hath written. Look unto Jes%is; or. An Ascent to {he hciy 
Mount to see Jesus Christ in his Glory y Sf'C. Lond. 1663. 
quarto. And Mercy Triumphant : the Kingdom of Christ 
enlarged beyond the narrow bounds which have been put to 
it by Dr. Lewis du Moulin, in his most antichristian book 
called Moral Reflections on the Number of the Elect, S^c. 
Lond. 1680. quarto: in which year the author lived al 
Spersholt. The said book was reprinted in the year follow- 
ing, with this title : Du MoulirCs Reflections reverberated, 
being a fuiU Answer to a pamphlet, entitled. Moral ReflSec- 
tions on the Number of the Elect; together with seoeraJLikf^ 

^ Wood's Athenae Oxod. Tol.ii. p.215. edit. 1723.. 
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guments about Trcmstib^tantiation, not in any author yet. 
To which is addedy an Answer to Mr. Edis>. HickervngiTs 
scurrilous piece^ styled^ The second Part of naked Truth^. 
John Milton was bom in Bread-street, the 9th of De- 
cember in 1608: his father was a scrivener in the said street, 
but a native of Halton in Oxfordshire ; his mother was of 
the ancient family of the Bradshaws. He was educated 
mostly at St. PauPs school, under Alexander Gill, senior, 
(to whom we have three elegant epistles amongst his juvenile 
works, which shew how great a master he was of the Latin 
tongue :) and thence, at fifteen years of age, he was sent to 
Christ^s college in Cambridge, where he was put under the 
care of Will. Chappell, afterwards bishop of Rosse in Ire- 
land ; and there, as he had done at school for three years 
before, it was usual with him to sit up till midnight at his 
book, which was the first thing that brought his eyes into 
danger of blindness. By his indefatigable study he profited 
exceedingly, and wrote several poems, paraphrased some of 
David^s Psalms, performed the collegiate and academical ex- 
ercises to the admiration of all ; being esteemed also a sober 
and virtuous man. After he left the collie he travelled 
abroad : first into Italy, where he gained that tongue ; in 
his way thither he passed through Paris, where he became 
acquainted with the famous Hugo Grotius, there ambas- 
sador from the queen of Sweden : he visited also Geneva, 
Leghorn, and Pisa : from thence he proceeded to Sena and 
Rome; where, among other learned men, he became ac- 
quainted with Lucas Holstenius. At his return from his 
travels he settled at home, and writ many books: but his 
inimitable poem of Paradise Lost gained him the greatest 
reputation ; of which a late writer says not too much when 
he tells us, '' That after his concealment, he lived many 
years much visited by all strangers, and much admired by 
all at home for the poems he writ, though he was then 
blind ; dbiefly that of Paradise Lost, in which there is a 
** nobleness of contrivance and execution, that though he 
** afiected to write in blank verse without rhyme, and made 

1 Wood's Ath. Oxon. vol. i. p. 898. inter Fastos^ edit. 1723. 






948 MISCELLANIES. 






many new and rongh wordBy yet it was esteemed the 

beautifuUest and perfectest poem that ever was writ, at 

least in our language ">.^ 

He lived till 1674; when dying in Bunhill-fields, he was 
in the chancel of St Gileses Cripplegate, London, 
not far from the monuments of Fox the martyrologist api 
the industrious Mr. Speed, where he lies without so much 
as the least remembrance by any stone en* inscription. It 
were to be wished, that as the humour has lately very mudi 
prevailed of doing honour to the memory of some of our 
chief English poets, that Milton, who shines as bright as 
any of them, may not always lie neglected ; but that some 
wealthy PauPs scholar, or any one that hath a mind to per* 
peiuate their own as well as his memory, would erect an 
honorary monument to him among the Chaucers, Spencen^ 
Cowleys, Drydens, Priors, &c. None of our poets were so 
well known abroad as he ; so that before the fire in 1666^ 
the very house in Bread-street where he was bom was £tB- 
quently, out of curiosity, visited by foreigners, c^ whom he 
was had in the greatest admiration, as aj^iears by many 
epistles from them, especially one from a nobleman of Flo^ 
rence here subjoined ; which, though it m&y seem to savour 
of an Italian flourish, yet is notwithstanding sincere, and 
penned by an honest man °. 

" Bishop Bamet*8 History of his io yolai|tate ardor gloriae : in ore 

own Time, p. 163. eloqnentia. Harmonieos ccelestinm 

* Joanni Miltono, Londinenai, ju- aphaeramm aonitua^ aatronomia dnce, 

veoi patrla et virtutibus eximio. audienti ; characteres mirabilium na- 

Viro qui mnlta peregrinatione, stQ- tune, per quos Dei n»agBitndo de- 
dio cuncta orbis terrariim perspexit, scribiti]r> noi^pstra phildsoplua le- 
nt novus Ulysses omnia nbiqne ab genti, antiqnitatum latebras, vetn- 
omnihua apprehenderet. Polyglotto, atatis excidia« eniditionia ambages, 
in cigus ore liDguie jam deperdita comiCeasaidua aatonipileetione>ev 
sic reviviscunt, at idiomata omnia qnlrentl, restaurant!, percurrenti. 
•int in ejus laudibus infacnnda ; At etir lutor in ardnum ? Ilfi in ca- 
et jure ea percallet, ut admira- jus virtutibus eFulgandis ora famte 
tionte et plausus populomra ab aon sufficiant, nee hominum stnpor 
propria sapientia excitatos, intelli- in laudandis satis est. Rexrereatis 
gat, Illi, cujus animi dotes corpo-^ et araons ergo hoc je^us mentis ,de- 
risque sensns Ad admirationem com- bitam admirationis ti^utam offert 
movent, et per ipsam motum cuique Carolus Datus patdcias Florenti' 
auferunt: Cujus o'p^ra ad plltasus nns, 

borta^tar, ted renustate vocem au^ J}m(9 h^mim aervlu^ imUte pir- 

ditoribus adimunt. Cui in memoria tutis amaiar. 

totns orlds: in intellectn saimmtia: 
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But the omission of doing honour to our great men is 
too much to our scandal and rep^oaifeh in almost every 
place, where many eminent persons haire no regard paid to 
them after their decease. One instance, instead of many, is 
in that college in which Milton was bred. It has been ob- 
served, that the famous Jos. !Mede, Who was as great a man 
as any college could boast of, yet lies in the diapel of his 
own college, to which he left his whble substance, (which^ 
was not indeed very considerable,) Without so tntich as the 
two initial letters of his name to rettiember him by ^. 

All that I shall add relating to this great man is, that we 
would make allowance for his peculiar notions and opinions, 
some of which are not easily id b^ defended. But yet Mr. 
Wood, very different from him as to principles, says, that 
he was a very extraordinary person- as tcy his letoiing and 
abilities. 

P^TER Pett, son, grandson, and great-grandson of Peter 
Pett, (which last, who was graiidson of Peter Pett of Cum- 
berland, had been master-builder in the navy-royal to queen 
Mary, and afterwards to qil^n Elizabeth,) was bom* at 
Deptford in Kent, educated in St. PauPs school-in London, 
afterwards in Sidney college P in Cambridge, till he was ba- 
chelor of arts; whence going to'Okoti anno 1647, he was 
entered a student in Pembroke college, and in the year fol- 
lowing became fellow of that of All Souls, by the fiivour of 
the visitors, and incorporated in thfe same degree. After- 
wards he entered on the law line," took the degree of bache- 
lor of the civil law, and some years after was admitted a 
student of the common law in'Gray^s Inn ; continuing still 
fellow of All Souls college till about a year before his ma- 
jesty'^s restoration, and then he settled for good and alt in 
the said Inn. Afterwards, being esteemed a man of parts, 
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** See Mede's Life^ prefixed to bis 
works. , 

p Anno 1645, iPetrus Fett filius 
Pet. Pett tegi Carolo Archinaapegi 
fsiye primarii fabri navalis) natns 
Deptfordise in Cantio, prseceptorem 
habuit Grenovici maffistrum Young 
per triennianiy Londini in scbola 



divi Pauli magistnim Langley, al- 
teram triennium anno statis 15, vel 
18. [litara obdacitury admissus est 
peusienarins minor Junii 28. Tatore 
Th. Dillingbam. theologiae baccal. 
soMt y«. Regist. Coll. Sidney, Cant* 
JB CoUectaneis Reverendi Tho, Ba- 
kery S.T.B, 
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he was elected feUow of the royal society at its first fouiida- 
tioD ; was soon after made advocate-general to king Charles 
IL his heirs and successors, for the kingdom of Ireland; 
chosen a member of the house of commons for that king- 
dom; and at length received the honour of knighthood 
from James duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant thereof. He 
hath written the following treatises : 

In obitum Joannis ReynMi^ qui in Angiiam nuper re- 
migrans naufragio interiit^ 0PHNX2AIA. 

A Discourse concerning Liberty of Conscience. Printed 
1660, in octavo. 

The happy future Estate of England ; or a discourse by 
way of letter to the late earl of Anglesey, vindicating him 
from the reflections of an affidavit published by the house 
of commons, anno 1680. 

A casuistical Discussion of the Obligation of the King, 
his heirs, and successors, wh^erdn many of the moral offices 
of absolute and unconditional loyalty are asserted, &c. — ^Or 
thus: The obligation resulting from the oath of supremacy, 
to assist and defend the preeminence or prerogative of his 
dispensative power belonging to the king, his heirs and suc- 
cessors. In the asserting of that power, various historical 
passages occurring in the usurpation after the year 1641 
are mentioned, &c. 

Several letters to Dr. Thorn. Barlow : one of which is at 
large printed in his Genuine Remains, p. 860. Sir Peter 
Pett hath also published, with an epistle dedicatory to the 
lord Altham, a book entitled. Memoirs intermixed with mo- 
ral, political J and historical Observations, Sfc. Lond. 1693. 
octavo. Written by Arthur earl of Anglesey^. 

Sir Charles Scarborough was educated in St. PauFs 
school, became afterwards fellow of Caius college in Cam- 
bridge. In the time of the troubles he was spoiled of his 
library, and deprived. He spent some time afterwards in 
Oxford, in* Merlon college, where he had great intimacy 
with Dr. Harvey, then warden of that house, and was a3- 

^ Wood's Athene Oxob. vol! ii. ed. Lond. 1722. 
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asting to him in his book De Generatiane. AnimaRum. He 
became a most learned and incomparable anatomist, one of 
die coUege of physicians, principal physician to king Charles, 
(from whom he received the honour of knighthood on the 
15th of August^ 1669,) as also to king James II. and king 
WiUiam til. He was the first that introduced geometrical 
and mechanical speculations into anatomy; and applied 
thera, as well in all his learned conversation, as more parti- 
cularly in his famous lectures upon the muscles of human 
bodies for sixteen or seventeen years together in the public 
theatre at Surgeons^-hall, which were read by him with in-^ 
finite applause and admiration of all sorts of learned m^i in 
that great dty. He was also admirably well skiUed in the 
mathematics, and was esteemed much by the learned Mr. 
William Oughtred ; who speaks of him after this manqer in 
his preface to his Clavis Maihematica, after he had given a 
character of Christ. Wren i-^^-^Accessit et alter hortator ve- 
hemens D, Car. Scarboroughy doctor medicifKBj sttavissimis 
fnor^bttSy perspicacissimo ingenio^ cufua tanta est in mor- 
thesi sclertia^ et swpra jidem felioc tenaxqiie memoriae Ut 
omnea EiuiidiSf Archimedis, cdiorumque nonntdlarum ex 
antiguis propositimes redtare ordine et in usum prqferre 
potis sity &c. He hath extant under his name, SyUabtta 
Miisculorum; which is added to^ the Anatomical Admini- 
stration of all the Muscles of an human Body, as they rise 
in Dissection, &c. 

Trigonometry, in 4to. He hath also compendiously me- 
thodized the Grammar of the famous William Lilye, which 
shews him to have been a critical grammarian. He also 
penned an ingenious elegy on the death of Mr. Abraham 
Cowley, but I think it was never printed. See Mr. Wood^s 
Athen, Oxon, p. 738. I shall only add, relating to this per- 
son, that he was a most intimate friend of Dr. Seth Ward, 
the learned bishop of Sarum. 

Samuel Pepys, esq. of the ancient family of the Pepys's 
in Cfunbridgeshire, was bom at Brampton in Huntingdon- 
sliire in 163S; and after he had spent a considerable time 
at this school, was removed to Mi^alen college in Cam- 
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bridge : trwn wbeoee, by the interest of general MontJigue, 
(to whom he was related,) he was introduced into puUic 
bnaness. After he had approved himself well in several 
secret negotiations for the service of king Charles II. he 
was put into one of the offices of the navy ; where render- 
ing himself oons[ncuous for his diligence and fidelity, he 
was removed in 1678 to the secretaryship of the admiralty: 
in which post he continued, though not without some inter- 
missions, for many years during the reigns of king Charles 
II. and king James II. but retbed from public busness at 
the revolution in 1890. He published his incomparable 
memoirs relating to the state of the royal navy; which 
abundantly shew how well fitted he was for the trust re- 
posed in him in that important post He was also very 
much esteemed for his learning of all 8(»ts, as well as his 
zeal in promoting it by his uncommon mumficence towards 
the advancing of it, as member of the royal sodety, or in ' 
any other capacity. He left bdiind him a library well fur- 
nished with books, but especially what relates to the affairs 
of the navy; which, had he hved longer, he deagned to 
have made useful to the public. He died of an advanced 
age,* and was buried in St. Olave^s, Hart-street^ in London. 
He left his incomparable library to Mary Magdalen college 
in Cambridge, under certain conditions, which if not ac- 
cepted, to aiibther place; but- this aft^r the death of his 
heir '. 

Samuel Johnson was bom in Warwickshire in 1649, < 
sent to London, and Ih^ in St. PaulV sdiool ; where he 
acquired a good stock of learning, not only in. the Greek 
and Latin, but in the oriental languages : he^ went from 
thence to Cambridge, but to what cc^ege^ we are not cer- 
tain. He had afterwards the living of Curingham^ in the 
hundreds of Essex, conferred upon him; which though 
it exceeded not the value of 801. a year, yet was the only 
church preferment he ever had. He was chaplain to the | 
lord Russel who was beheaded, who much valued him, | 

' Accordintly it was tent to Mandlin college, 1725. L^wis. i 

• Trinity. Lewis. / i 
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loioking upon him to be a person well versed in the consti- 
tution and laws of his country ; and for speaking his mind 
freely he underwent a great many hardships after his pa* 
tron'^s death, especially for that piece of his, entitled, JultarCs 
Arts to tmdermme and ewtirpate Christianity; and another 
pamphlet, called An humble and hearty Address to aU the 
Protestants in King Jamefs Army^ &c. for which, besides 
imprisonment and other corporal punishment, he was at 
last degraded by the then bishops of Durham, Peterbo- 
rough, and Rochester, whose sentence and attestation to it 
I have by me under their own hands: but it seems, it being 
defective in one single instance, he still preserved his small 
Hving to the last. After the revolution, though he had no 
more church preferment, yet the king gave him dOOZ. a year 
out of the post-office for his and his son^s life, besides a 
thousand pounds in money, and likewise a place of about a 
hundred pounds a year to his son. He was set upon even 
in that reign by some ruffians who owed him a spite for 
his book before mentioned ; but though wounded, yet he 
escaped with his life, and died at last in his bed. See more 
qS. him in the Memorials prefixed to his works. London, 
fol. 1710. One remark however of him must not be omit- 
ted, viz. that even those who differed very much from him 
as to principles, yet looked upon him as an honest man, 
and the most considerable of his party. The writer of Mr. 
KettleweU^s Life says, ^^ That in his books, written both be- 
^^ fore and after the revolution, the principles which he 
<^ espoused are better and more consistently explained, than 
** perhaps in any one writer whatsoever : who being a more 
<< hearty friend of, and advocate for the revolution, than 
^< many who pretended to be so, and a man of true old 
<< Roman principles, which nothing could ever make him 
** swerve fi'om^ Y et though so considerable an actor 
<< and sufferer for the cause, he was too much neglected by 
<< his party afterwards.*" That this author should say so 
much, and bishop Burnet in his history say nothing of him, 

• Kettleweirs Life. 8fo. Lond. 1718. p. 331. 
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cannot but be surpriang to any one that oonaid^s the for- 
mer diametrically opposite to, and the other attadied to the 
same principles, and who knew Mr. Johnaon'^s parts and 
suflTerings. 

Dr. Benjamin Calamt, D.D. of Katheiine hall in Cam- 
bridge, vicar of St. Laurence Jewry. He was reckoned a 
very eloquent preacher, as doth also his volume ol sermons 
testify. See his character in his funeral sermon, by the 
learned Dr. Will. Sherlock, late dean of St Paul% at the 
end of his Discourses; wherein, amongst other things, he 
says, '^ That the defunct had taken care to inform himsdf, 
^* and to furnish his own mind with all useful knowledge; 
** and his constant preaching, though without any vain af- 
^^ fectation of learning, which serves only to amuse, not to 
instruct, did sufficiently discover both his natural and ac- 
quired abilities. He had a clear and distinct apprdien- 
sion of things, an easy and manly rhetoric, strong sense 
conveyed to the mind in familiar words, good reasons in- 
spired with a decent passion, which did not only teach, 
^^ but move and transport the hearers, and at the same 
'^ time gave both light and heat ; for indeed he was a good 
" man,"^ &c. 

Dr. KicHABD Meggot was the son of an eminent brewer 
in the parish of St.01aveX South wark. After he had passed 
through this school and the university, he became dean of 
Winchester and canon of Windsor : of whom the same Dr. 
Sherlock says, ^^ That he was abundantly furnished with all 
^' good learning, both for use and ornament He was an 
^' accomplished scholar, and a well studied divine : he knew 
^^ books, and read them, and judged of them. — He was an 
^^ admirable preacher, not for noise and lungs, but for well- 
^^ digested, useful, pious discourses, delivered with all that 
^^ becoming gravity, seriousness, and a commanding elocu- 
^^ tion, as made them sink deep into the minds of his 
^^ hearers, and made them hear, &c. He was not only a 
good preacher and a prudent guide, but a very good 
man ; he preached continually by his life and example. 
His conversation was innocent, entertiuning, and useful. 
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He was a true, sinoere friend, terj courteous, affable, 
civil to all men, but never pretended friendship where he 
<^ had none. He was ready to do all good of&ces,^ &c. He 
died about the 60th year of his age, of an ulcer in his lungs, 
at Twickenham, near London; which living he quitted 
upon his being made canon of Windsor in 169^, and was 
buried at Twickenham aforesaid. 

Edward Reynolds, D.D. son of Edward Reynolds, bi- 
shop of Norwicb, was archdeacon of Norwich, and pre- 
bendary of Worcester ; of whom, having no more to say, 
but that he was a very able and judicious divine, and a 
veiy worthy son of so good a father, I shall only give the 
rest of his character as I find it in the inscription upon his 
monument, which is as follows : 

In Kingsthorpe church, near Northampton. 

Subtiis dormit 

ErudiH oHi a prima Juventa ctdtor religumis 

Edvardus Reynolds^ S. T. P. 

Edvardi Reynolds episcopi Norvicensis 

FiRibS unictis 
ScholtB Paulin<B apud Londinenses s^ws 

Aiumntis, 

Cdlegii Magdalefms apud Oxon^* Socius, 

Ecdesies Sti. Petri NorthtonA^ }per annos 

cui annexa est hcBc capeBa J 40 rector. 

JEicdesiiB Vigomiensis \ J 88 pnebendarius, 

et NorfoUuB K^ "^'^ \ 37 w^chidmconus. 

Vir secuH decus^ 

Si ammum ejus alacrem et venustum spectes 

Doctrinam ommgenam^ mores integerrimos, 

Ptetafem priscdm et infucatam^ 

Estempiwm posteris imitandum. 

Obiit Jtm. 98 J saiutis nostras 1608 

Jfmo \ (Btatis sues 69 

Fra/ndsca uxor 

J', Alston de Patenham in agro Be^ordiensi 

Armig,filia 
Aa2 
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Conffigi piisiimo cut peperii IJUi/M^fiiaa^ 
Et quocumjucundtjifiillii annos phu minus 40 

Mcerens ponat. 

William Corkee, M. A. aenior fellow of Trinity college 
in Cambridge ; he was also proctor to the umvennty : but 
he is more especially here remembered amongst the scholar 
of PauPs school, for the intimacy that was between him and 
the famous Dr. Is. Barrow; by whose interest with Br. 
Seth Ward, then Icnrd bishop of Sarum, he got him into the 
prcbendship of that church, which he quitted upon his tak- 
ing the mastership of Trinity college : and fcnr his b^ng a 
benefactor to St. Paulas school library in the year 1678, as 
appears by the tables of the said school ; and to the ecdlege^ 
whereof he had been so long a member, by giving to it 
70(K. towards bujring books for the library and beautifying 
the chapel: which sodety, in gratitude to his meiiK»y, 
have, in the ante-chapel on the south side, caused n black 
marble stone to be laid over him, with the following in- 
scription : 

Gulielmus Corker Art. Mag. CoUegii hujus Socius senior 
qui septuctgenariu^ moriens an. Dni. 170S mens. JpriUs die 
31. sacello et bibliotheccd libras DCC. iestatnento donavit. 
Viro doctissimo et munificentissifnOj monumentum. hoc col- 
legiumpomU j j^ ^^^ 

Thomas Smith, A.M. of Christ^s collie in Cambridge, 
and public library-keeper to that university, was a very in- 
dustrious, learned man. Out of gratitude to St PauPs school, 
he published a modem translation of dean Colet'^s sermon 
before the convocation, with notes upon it; as also dean 
Colet^s Life, translated from Erasmuses account of him, &c 
printed at Cambridge, 1661. 8vo. In his preface to which 
book there is mention of a discourse by the .same author, of 
the Rise and Growth of Quakerism ; but whether ever 
printed I know not, nor any further account of hiip : only 
that he succeeded Mr. William Moore in the library-keeper'*s 
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place, and that he preached at his funeral : part of which 
sermon, entitled. The Life and Death of Mr. William Moore^ 
was printed at Camb>idge 1660, in 8vo. dedicated to Charles 
Scarborough, one of his pupils: and he translated also 
DaBeus de tisu Patrum into English. But so much for 
this person, who, as he did so much consult the honour of 
our pious founder, in justice deserves a place in this list. 

Thomas Gipps, fellow of Trinity college, appears to be 
another of this school, being in the table of benefactors to 
the library. He was afterwards chaplain to William earl of 
Derby, and by him presented to the rectory of Bury in 
Lancashire. He printed a sermon about corrupting the 
word erf God, in 1696; which was answered by John Owen, 
a dissenting minister at Oswestry, 1699. He writ a defence 
of his charge upon dissenters in that point, which was also 
answered by the same author. 

William Nicholls, son of an eminent counsellor in 
London, went from St. PauPs school, when he was fifteen 
years old, to Merton college in Oxon, of which he became 
fellow, D.D. and rector of Selsey in Sussex. He was rec- 
koned a very excellent scholar, and was known abroad as. 
well as at home by the learned correspondence he kept with 
foreigners, as also by his publishing some of his works in 
Latin. He had the honour of receiving letters from the 
king of Prussia ; abbot Molanus, superintendent general of 
Brunswick and Lunenburgh ; monsieur Ostervald of Neuf- 
chateli; Benedictus Pictetus, professor of Geneva, and 
Others. He died April 18, 1711, near the Bath, in the 48th 
year of his age, and was buried in St. Swithin'^s church, 
London. He lived not to finish some things he designed. 
What he did are as follows : 

• An Aiiswer to the Naked Gospelj &c. To which is added 
H short History of Socinianism. Printed 1691* 

A practical Essay on the Contempt of the World, with a 
Preface to the Deists of the age, &c. 8vo. 1694» 

* The Duty of Inferiors towards their Superiors, in five 
practical Discourses; with a Dissertation on the divine reign 
of P^rkices. 1701. 

A a 
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The Religion of a Prince; in q^pontimi to Maduavel, 
Hobbes, &c.: written upon occasion of the Quern's giving 
up the Tenths and First-firuits for the poorer Clergy. 1704. 

A Conference with a Theist, in five parts. 8vo. Lcxid. 
1708. 

A Treatise of Consolation to Parents for the Death of 
their Children : written upon occasion of the Death c^ the 
Duke of Gloucester. 

Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicanse. 8vo. 1707. 

The same in English. 

Historiae sacrse Libri VII. In usum scholarum, et ju- 
ventutis Christianse. 1710. 

The Sunday and Holy-day Service, with the Psalms of 
David paraphrased. 8vo. 1707. 

A Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, &c in 
folio. 

A Supplement to the same, in folio. 

A Sermon before the Gentlemen of St PauTs School^ 

169t. 

God^s Blessing on the Use of Mineral Waters ; a sermon 
preached at the chapel of Tunbridge Wells, Sept. €, 1702. 

A Sermon occasioned by the Death of Prince Greoi^ of 
Denmark, 1709. 

Richard Blondel, a very able surgeon of this city, was 
also bred up in this school : he justly acquired that cha* 
racter by his great skill and diligence in his profession; ai|d 
by making himself very useful to the public by his charity 
to the poor, justice to the rich, and compasnoft to all. He 
was remarkable also for his piety and goodness, and all 
other virtues which denominate a man more exceUewt than 
his neighbour. You have his character exactly, as well as 
truly, drawn by the ingenious- pen of Dr. Nath. MarshaU, 
in his sermon preached at his funera]. May S7, 1718, in the 
church of St. Laurence Jewry, on Psal. xxxvii. 87. Mark the 
perfect man, &c. : where the reader may see a great deal 
siud to his honour, and with the greatest veracity. He was 
interred in the abovementioned churdi* 

Sir Thomas Davies, kht. was an eminent bookseller in. 
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the dty, though free of the Drapers^ company. He was son 
of John Davies, of London, draper; became sheriff of Lon- 
don and Middlesex in the year 1667, and gave good proofs 
of *his being an useful man, and of a public spirit, in that 
difficult time when London was just beginning to raise itself 
out of its ashes. In the year 1677 he became lord mayor, 
and behaved himself like a good magistrate in every respect; 
so that there still remain some marks of his concern for the 
welfare of the city upon some of the public buildings^ We 
are not at a loss to know how long he survived this honour 
by his epitaph : to which only I add this remark of his cha- 
racter; that he had so much knowledge in the European 
languages, that he was able to converse with the several fo- 
rdgn ambassadors in their known different languages. The 
inscription upon his monument in St; Sepulchre^s church in 
London, in which parish he died, will supply very truly the 
rest of his character : 

Siste^ guisquis es, lector, parumper gradum, 

Qculum, animum: nwnet hoc spectabile exemplum, 

ut te esse mortalem memineris. 

H, o. JEI. 

Fir, siquis aliuSy egregius et venerabilis D. THOMAS DA VIES 

Miles: cujus inviolata in REGEM fides, amor erga 

patriam incorruptuSy mira animi prasentia et constantiay eruditio 

fum vulgaris, Unguarum atque legwn peritia, cateraque eximia dotes 

magno Hit in rebus gerendis adjumento, magno post res gestas 

omamento Juere. In toga, prtBtor cathedram suis mentis 
implevU. In sago, TRIBUNITIAM potestatem cum laude 



*■ On the monament erected in memory of the dreadAil fire, an. 1666. 

Perfects 

Thoma Dayies eq. pr». urb. 

Anno D»i. MDCLXXVII. 

On Lamb's Conduit, near Holbourn : 

Rebuilt in the year 1677 
Sir Thomas Davies then lord mayor; 

Barnt in the fire in the year 1666. 

Incendio consumptnm an*». MDCLXVI 

Re8tituitS.P.Q.L. MDCLXXVII 

Thoma Davies milite praetore. 

A a 4 
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exercuii. In nuunmo honore quum eaei apud omnes 

honot vttTiM, par tui dendenum bonis ommbus mortuus 

reliquit; uxoreni duxit D. ELIZABETHAM RIDGE 

ex qua tuscepitJUios quatuor, THOMAM, 

JOHANNEM, ROBERTUM, et JACOBUM. Olmt anno 

$alutu humame MDCLXXIX, tetatu sua 

XLVIII, dignus longiore vita, nisi 

ad melioremfestinasset 

Abi sU LECTOR et si potts es 

Imiiare. 

Conjux mcesta 

Optimo marito 

P. 

Humphrey Gower^, D.D. master of St. John^s coUege^ 
Cambridge, and Margaret professor of divinity, was edu- 
cated in this school under Samuel Cromleholme, with whom 
he removed from Dorchester free-school to this of PauFs. 
He was an excellent governor of his college ; and though 
a learned man, has left nothing extant but two sermons 
preached on the occasion of bishop Gunning's death, in the 
cathedral of Ely, (where he was prebendary.) He has left 
in his will, dated June 10, 1708, twenty pounds rent charge 
out of his Triplow estate in Cambridgeshire, after the death 
of his executor, for exhibitions towards the maintenance of 
two indigent scholars, which shall be sons of clergymen, 
and educated in one or both of the aforementioned schools. 
He died in his own lodge in St. John^s college, and being 
buried there in the college chapel, had the following inscrip- 
tion upon a marble stone : 

M.S. 

Depositum 

Vtri admodum reverendi 

Humfredi Gower^ 

S.T.P. 

Ceil. div. Johannis 

Prcefecti 

* Son of Stanley Gower, rector of Brampton Bryan in Herefordshur. 
North. 
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S* Thed. pro Dna Margareta 

Prqft99or%8^ 

EcclesuB EKenais 

' Canonid, 

Q^i collegium per annos 

Triginta et ampUta 

sirenue ctcjelidter 

rexerat. 

Obiit xxvii Martii, annoque 

Dom. MDCCXL . 

JEt suiB 74. 

Robert Nelson, esq. was bom upon the 9Sd day of 
June, 1656 ; being the son of John Nelson, a oonsideirable: 
Turkey merchant of the city of London, and Deliciae his 
wife, sister to sir Gabriel Roberts, a Turkey merchant also 
of the same city. His father, Mr. John Nelson, had three 
sons: John, who died yoimg; this Robert; and Gabriel, 
who also died in minority; so that Robert was left the only 
son : and his father dying before he arrived at maturity, he 
was committed to the care of his mother and her brother sir 
Gabriel ; who, being made his guardian, was not wanting 
to take care about the education of his nephew, who was 
exceedingly beloved by every one, being a most beautiful 
youth, and of fi&e natural endowments. The first part of 
his education was at StPauPs school in London, but the 
latter and finishing part was under a private tutor in his 
mother^s house ; and moreover I must add, that the seeds 
of knowledge and virtue were partly sown in his tender 
mind by the reverend bishop Bull. He was then entered 
fellow-commoner of Trinity college in Cambridge. When 
he travelled the first time in 168S, he made himself accept- 
able, wherever he came, to persons of distinction and merit. 
Returning from his travels in 1685, he married the lady 
Theophila Lucy, relict of sir Kingsmill Lucy, and daughter 
of George earl of Berkeley. His lady enjoying but an ill 
state of health, for the recovery of it he passed with her 
into France, and went to Aix in Provence, where he con- 
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tinued some time: and then, having; fint made a short trip 
into England, where all things were found by him in the 
greatest confusion at the end of 1688, he proceeded in his 
travels, with his lady, through all France and Italy, and re- 
turned for England through Germany. Never was any 
Englishman known to be so much caressed as he in the fo> 
reign courts which he visited ; as the many letters written 
to him from princes, ministers of state, noblemen, and per- 
sons of character, do abundantly witness. He was a gentle- 
man of a very exemplary life and conversation ; a sincere 
friend ; of so generous and public a spirit, that no good de- 
mgn was ever proposed but he readily and cheerfully em- 
Jbraced it. He was likewise a great promoter of the societies 
*&r Propagation of the Gospel in Fordgn Parts, and for 
promoting Christian knowledge at home, and a great bene- 
factor to the charity schools: all which he was the more 
able to do upon account of his plentiful fortune, of which 
he was a discreet, though generous spender. He left the 
whole of his estate to charitable bequests ; and died in Ja- 
nuary 1714. I shall not enlarge farther on this good man'^a 
character, but refer the reader to the insoiption on his mo- 
nument which is erected to his memory in the oemetry of 
St. Greorge^s chapel, (now a parochial church,) not far from 
Lamb^s-conduit, drawn up by the learned George Smald- 
ridge, late bishop of. Bristol, his very intimate and dear 
friend. 

Epitaphium Rdberti Nelson armig, qui sepuitus est 

Jem. 28, 1714. 

ja» o» E* 

ROBERTUS NELSON armiger: 

Qui 

patre ortus JcJumnej cive Londinensif 

ex societate mercatorum cum Turds commerdum 

habentiunif maire Delidis sorore 

Gabrielis Roberts^ equitis auruH, ex eSdem 

dvitatey et eodem sodalitio; uxorem habuii 

honoratissimam dominam Theophilam 
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Lucyy KingsmiUi Lua^ baronetti vHuam, 

pnenobUis Johamia comitis de BERKELEY 

Filiam, quam Aqmsgrofnum usque valetudims 

recuperanAs amsi prqficUcenUm lubenter 

qcmitatUSy ad extremvm vUtB terminum 

summo cmorejfimU ^fnorte Svulsam 

per novem (mnoa superHes plurimuni desidfiravii. 

Liierie Grepcie et Laiinis, 

quaepartim m edkM PauUnA^ 

partim intra domeetico^ pa/tiiks didiceraiy 

Ungiuvnmi Gallic<B d ItaliciB periUamy 

LuieticB et Rom(B agCfie^faycXIk. adfunait 

In omnijeri Uierarum genere versatus, 

ad thecIog%(B etudrnm animum pr<Bcipue apptdit ; 

etJeUci paritir memorid oit^ acrijudicio pollens, 

antiquitatum ecclesicuticarum scientid 

inter dericos enituit laicus. 

PeragraiA semel atque itervm EuropA, 

pastquam diversas civitaium 

et reUgiofmmJbrmas exploraverat, 

nuUam.reipuilkce odminisiranddB raiionem 

monarcMcd dom tonMtut^B preytosuity 

ceteras onrnes ecdesias ^ngUcame longi posikdxbuit. 

Ha/nc ipsi semper charam 

beneficiis auxitj 

vitA ewomavity 

scripiis defindU 

^fiUus ipsius cibsequeniissimus, 

etpropugnaiarimprinm strenuus. 

NuUa erat bonorum virorum communitas, 

ant adpauperum Uberos sumptu locupletiorum 

bene i^M&tuendos, 

a/id ad a^ugendam utiRtatem pubUcam, 

out ad promffvendam Dei gloriam instituta, 

cui nan se libenter socium addidit. 

Hisce studiiSj et temporis et opum 
pattern langi maaimam impendit. 
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QiAicguidJiMCtdtaium supereraiy 

idjiri omne supremis tabulis 

in eoadem usus legavU. 

Dum id sibi neffoHi unid dedU^ Deo uiplaceret, 

severam inUrim ChristiairuB rdigioms^ 

ad quam se compoguitf disdplmam 

iuavissimd morumjacilitate iia temperaviiy 

ui hominibus perrard dispUceret: 

in iSo enimy si in aUo quopiam mortaUuniy 

Jbrma ipsa honesH miri ducebai, 

et amor em omniumjbcili exdiabai. 

Cum naiur<B saHsj et gloruBy 

bonis omnibus et Ecdesite 

parum diu vixisset, 

Jbtaii asthmate correptus, 

KensingtonuB animam Deo reddidit^ 

vitcejam exacttB recordatione IcetuSy 

etJutur<B spe plenus. 

Dum Christianum sacrificium riti celebrabiiur, 

apud sanctcR camtB participes 

NELSONI vigebit memoria. 

Dum soiennia recurrent Jesta etjejuma^ 

NELSONI Justosjugiter revcivent pii^ 

Ittum habebunt inter hymnos etprecesy 

iUurn inter sacra gaudia et suspiria 

comitem paHtir et adjutorem. 

Vivit adhu£y et in omne (Evum vivet 

vir piuSf simplexy candiduSy urbanus: 

adhuc in scriptis post mortem ediiiSy 

et nunquam moriturisy 

cum nobUibiLS et looupletibus miscet coUoquia^ 

adhu^c eos sermonibusy 

multd pietate et eruditione refertiSy 

delectare pergit et instruere, 

Ob. 1&». Jan. an. DomK 1714. 
JEt. sues 59. 
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Books wrUien b^ Robert Nebonj esq. 

A Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church" 
of England, &c. Printed 1703. 

Practice of true Devotion, in relation to the End as well 
9S Means of Religion : with an Office for the holy Commu- 
nion. Printed 1708. 

Great Duty of frequenting the Christian Sacrifice, &c. 
with suitable Prayers, partly collected from the ancient Li- 
turgies. Printed 1707. 

His Letter to an English Priest of the Roman Commu- 
nion at Rome; printed at page 328 of several Letters which 
passed between Dr. George Hickes and a Popish Priest. 
Printed 1706. 

A Letter of Church Government, in answer to a pam- 
phlet entitled^ 7^ Principles of the Protestant Refbrma- 
tion. Printed 1706. 

The Life of Dr. George Bull, late Lord Bishop of St. 
David's, &a Prmted 1713. 

An Address to Persons of Quality and Estate : to which 
is added an Appendix of some original Papers. Printed 
1715. 

The whoLe Duty of a Christian, by way of question and 
answer, &c. Printed 1718. 

Transubstantiation contrary to Scripture; or the Pro^ 
testant's Answer to the Seeker's Request. Printed 1688. 

He published also Mr. KettlewelPs Five Discourses, with 
an Account of his Life and Writings. 

Bishop Bulla's important Points of Primitive Christianity 
maintained and defended : in three vols. 8vo. 

The Christian Exercise by Thomas a Kempis. 

The Scripture Doctrine of the holy Trinity, with a Let- 
ter to Doctor Clark. 

The Archbishop of Cambray'^s Pastoral Letter, with some 
posthumous pieces of Bishop Bull. Printed 1716. 

A Sermon preached on the sixth of February 1714, in the 
Cbypel of Ormond-street, occasioned by the Death of Ro- 
bert Nelson, Esq. By J. Marshal, LL.D. Lond. 1714-16. 
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RiCHAftD CiTXBSBLAJrD waft bom in 1682, in Fleet-street, 
London, the son of worthy paroits. He was sent early to 
St. PauTs schod, and was under the care of Mr. 'Vf^Iliam 
Langley, where he laid the foundation of that eminence to 
which he afterwards arrived; and to which school he always 
bore the most tender regard, honouring it with his presence 
at their anniversary meetings, even in his most advanced 
age. After he was well furnished with school learning, he 
was removed to Magdalen college in Cambridge ; of which 
ccdlege he afterwards became a fellow. While he continued 
at the univermty, he was singled out to keep an act for his 
bachelor of divinity'^s degree, at a public commencement, 
which he did with great applause; as afterwards for his 
doctor^s degree, when he had discontinued several years 
from the univerfity. Here he contracted an intimate ac* 
quaintance and friendship with Dr. Hezekiah Burton, s&: 
cretary Pepys, and sir Orlando Bridgman, afterwards lord 
keeper, to whom he afterwards became chaplain. His first 
preferment was Brampton in Northamptonshire, ^ven him 
by sir John Norwich : here he remained for some time be- 
fore his aforenamed patron called him to the living of All- 
hallows in Stamford, where he lived many y^ars, doing the 
duty of a vi^lant pastor ; and in the difficult times preced- 
ing the revolution he behaved himself with the greatest 
courage imaginable against the enemies of our constitution, 
and was not afraid to oppose popery in that most critical 
juncture, by his zeal and steadiness in the protestant cause. 
When the storm was blown over, respect was had to him, 
and he was advanced to the see of Peterborough, without 
his own seeking, not knowing of his being pitched upon for 
that dignity till he saw it in a newspaper. He was very di- 
ligent and careful in his diocese, and on all occaaons treated 
his clergy witii singular regard and indulgence. His speeches 
and exhortations to them sufficiently testified his zeal to do 
good amongst them. He was remarkable for humility of 
mind, benevolence of temper, and innocence of life: in 
short, for every thing that was truly episcopal. He pursi!«ed 
his studies and searches into things to the very last: the 
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itorld is beholding to hinl for his desrisig up sevarld diffi*- 
culties of philosophy, history, and dironofegy. The workif 
he published in his lifetime are, 1st, DhquisHio PhUoBo-* 
phica de Legibiis Natures^ (a book hi^ily valued both at 
home and abroad.) Sd, An Essay toward the Jewish 
Weights and Measures. He left behind him Sanchomatho'^d 
History by Eratosthenes Cyrenseus^s canon, which Dicaeaf^ 
chus connects with the first olympiad; publidied by hisi 
son-in-law S. Pajni, in 8vo. London, 17d(X The other part 
of this work, viz. Origines Gentium anti^dssinue^ &c. is 
ready for the press: and we may hope for some other pieces 
of this same learned autlu»r. He lived to the age of eighty- 
seven; and dying st P^erborough, he was buried in his 
own cathedral^ with the following epitaph : 

Juariajacet doctissimu^ sanctismnujs prtestdj 
Micardus Cumberland ht0u>s civitatis episcopus, 
qui cum ecdesice ei reipubUc(B diu etjeliciter 
invigilaveraty migra^us ad aliam quam sokmi 
gucerebat civitatem honorum et dierum satur, 

Obdormivit in Domino^ a/nno •! ^, , qJ 

I. ./iLtat, o7. 

Macte medcBjra/udis domitor, defensor honesti, 

Legum naturcBjustititBque pugU ; 
O quantum debent, quas liBserat Hobbius ambasj 

Recta simtd ratio, religioque tibi. 

Dupmi. in Hobbium a Cumberlando confiitat. 

George Doddington, esq. was educated under Mr. 
Cromleholm at our school. He passed through several 
great posts during the last reigns, as well as the present : 
viz. treasurer of the navy, one of the lords of the admiralty, 
lord lieutenant of the county of Somerset, and burgess for 
the andent corporation of Bridgewater in the said county. 
He married Eleanor Bull, an heiress, related to bishop Bull 
of St. David'*s, and to whom his posthumous discourses are 
dedicated, on the account of her being a great favourite of 
that prelate. He deserved the character of being one of 
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the best of friends, and a persoti of great honour: he loved 
to do good offices for others, without expecting any other 
returns bendes grateful acknowledgments. As he was mas- 
ter of a good compass of knowledge himself, so he was also 
a great encourager of learning in others, having a good 
taste for every curioaty of art or nature: he left behind 
him a noble collection of pictures and other curiodties, &c. 
He died suddenly in the year 171M), aged 68, at his house 
in Covent-garden, and was buried at Darrington, near Blan- 
ford in Dorsetshire ; where he was building a most magni- 
ficent house, called Eastbury, which he lived not to finish. 
This, with a fair estate, descended to his nej^ew Greorge Dod-> 
dington, esq. now lord lieutenant of the county of Somer- 
set, and member of parliament for Bridgewater in the said 
county. 

Thomas Tooke, D.D. bom at Dover in Kent, was bred 
under Dr. Tho. Gale, master of St. PauPs school: from 
under whose care he was removed to Corpus Christi or 
Benet college in Cambridge, where he became fellow of 
that society, and continued so many years. He afterwards 
became master of Bishop Stortford school in Hertfordshire; 
which, by his great industry and happy way of teaching 
and governing, he raised to a very great fame, so that for 
many years it flourished amongst the very best in the king- 
dom, and sent out many excellent scholars. It still continues 
to keep up an anniversary, or school feast, for the gentle- 
men educated therein; the present archbishop of York, 
(sir William Dawes ;) the reverend Dr. Rob. Mosse, dean 
of Ely ; Dr. Nic. Claget, now archdeacon of Bucks, &c. 
have honoured these meetings with preaching on that occa- 
sion. After refusing the public schools of Norwich and 
Bury, he died at Bishop Stortford in the year 17^; hav- 
ing by his will given to Benet college aforementioned, after 
a certain number of years, the perpetuity of the rectory of 
Lamboum in Essex, where he had an estate ; as also the 
living of Braxted in Norfolk. 

Samuel Rose well, M. A. He was the son of Thomas 
Rosewell, an eminent dissenting preacher; who met with 
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very hard usage in his trial before lord chief justice Je£. 
ieries, Nov. 18, 1684, at king^s bench bar, the latter end oi 
king Charles the second^s reign, but was providentially de< 
livered from death by the interposition of sir John Talbot, 
{a perfect stranger to him,) who, upon the representation of 
the hardship of his case to king Charles II. he was gra- 
ciously pleased to remove the cruel sentence passed upon 
hini ; the lord Harcourt mentions this in a late trial \ His 
^n was of some eminency amongst the dissenters for his 
preaching and genteel deportment, as well as his great mo- 
deration towards those that differed from him. He was 
first chaplain to the lady Clinton, then chosen to be an as* 
idstant to the learned Mr. How, who had a great value for 
him. He died the seventh of April 1723, in the forty-second 
year of his age, at Hackney. There was a sermon preached 
at his funeral by Mr. Jeremiah Smith. 

He has writ a Confession of Faith, delivered at his ordi- 
nation, 1705. 

The Revolution, a sermon on the 4th of Novemb. 1711. 

A short and pkdn Account of the Method a Sinner ought 
to take, in order to his Conversion and Salvation. 

Seasonable Instructions for the Afflicted. 

A faithful Warning to young Men. 

A Discourse of Temptation, and the Means to prevent its 
Prevalency, and several other things. 

The Arraignment and Trial of the late Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Jlosewel, for High Treason, before Lord Chief Justice Jet 
feries, &c. Published by Samuel Rosewel, M. A. Lond. 
1718. 8vo. 

Roger Cqtes, the son of Robert Cotes, rector of Bur- 
.bage in Leicestershire; which rectory was remarkable for 
.being held by the right honourable Anthony earl of Kent, 
grandfather to the present duke of Kent, for many years. 

* Mr.Rosewel— —-was indicted in in the expressions, that they could 

the 36 Car. 2. for words spoken by not amount to such a crime as he 

hina It was a prosecution car- stood charged with, [judgment was 

ried on through the violence of those arrested and] Mr. Rosewel discharge 

times, and generally detested. He was ed. Lord Harcourt at Dr, Sacheve^ 

convicted: but on cooler thoughts r^/'x TVia/, p. 119. 
and consideration of the uncertainty 
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He was educated at St. PauTs, partly under Dr. Gale and 
Mr. Pofltlethwayt : firom thence he removed to Trinity ecd- 
l^e in Cambridge, where he became fellow; and afterwards 
professor of astronomy in the professorship founded by Dr. 
Plume, he bang chosen the first in that chair for his great 
merit and learning. He was highly esteemed for his know* 
ledge in the most abstruse parts of mathematics by the 
greatest men of die age ; especially the rmowned sir Isaac 
Newton, of whose most valuable book (Principia PhUo^ 
dophiiB) he gave a second edition at the deeire of the au- 
thor. He had prepared several useful books for the pub- 
lic ; one of which, viz. Harmonia mefuurarum woe Ana-- 
hfMiB et Synthesis per nUionum ei anguhrum mensums 
promotBy acceduni oKa opuscula nuUhematica per Rogerum 
CoteSy (4to. Lond. 17^) has been, since his death, pub- 
lished by his learned successor Robert Smith, LL.D. He 
lived but a little while to carry on those improvements he 
had designed fpr the public, dying in the prime of his age, 
to the great regret of all lovers of these mathematical stu- 
dies. He lies buried in Trinity college chapel in Cambridge^ 
with the following epitaph, penned by the reverend and 
learned Dr. Ric. Bentley, master of the said college, (who 
highly valued him ;) which, out of respect to his memory, 
is here subjoined. I could run out many pages in the just 
character of this extraordinaiy man, being very intimate 
with him, and having the opportunity of knowing him per- 
fectly, by being his chamber-fellow many years in Trinity 
college in Cambridge; but am obliged not to exceed the 
bounds of a short account, as I first proposed* 

Sir John Trevob, knt master of the roDs, and speaker 
of the house of commons, laid the foundation of his af^er- 
eminence in this school, and bore a regard to it after he ar- 
rived at his highest fortune, which he was iH>t wanting to 
make manifest upon every occasion; therefore he deserves a 
place amongst our worthies. We are unwilling to enlarge 
upon the characters of those whose memories are fresh, but 
refer the reader to the annals of our English history, 
which are in every one's hands. 
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AsoHiBALD eaid of Fobfak -wbs also a odiolar in this 
school for some time ; wheve having attained to a competent 
measure of learning, his genius indiiung hkn to martial af» 
fairs, (being endued with great sprightliness and vigour,) h^ 
engaged in them very early, and was glad of an opportunity 
to distinguish Jiimself by his prowess and bravery, which he 
did very much to his honour at the battle of Dumblain in 
Scotland, in the be^nning of the present king^s reign ; but ^ 
had the misfortune to be surprised by a party of the rebels, 
who most inhumanljp murdered him in cool blood, and 
made him die many deaths in one, by ^ving him many 
and repeated stabs, till they had satiated thdr malice by his 
death ; thus ridding themselves of the fear of so brave a 
man. Had he lived longer, it is no doubt he would have 
added to the foregoing character. 

Charles duke and earl of Manchester, and baron 
Montague of Kimbolton, was bom at Kimbolton in Hunt- 
ingdonshire ; bred up under the reverend Dr. Gale in this 
school; afterwards passed through several great employ^ 
menta for the service of his country: at the revolution 
more especially (in which he heartily engaged) he raised a 
troop of horse, was a volunteer at the battle of the Boyne^ 
and at the siege of Limmck ; was then made captain of the 
yeomen of the guards, on his return. Went ambassador 
extraordinary to Venice in 1697; with the same character to 
Paris in 1699 ; to Venice in 1 704i ; then upon his return to 
England he was made secretary of state, from which he was 
removed in the be^ning of queen Anne^s i^eign, and con- 
tinued without any public employment till the accession of 
his present majesty, (excepting his bebg lord Ueutenant 
and custos rotulorum of the county of Huntingdon.) He 
was early made one of the lords of the bedchamber to his 
majesty, and had the honour of the dukedom conferred on 
him. He married Doddington, the youngest of the two 
daughters and coheirs to Robert Grevil late lord Brook, by 
whom he left two sons and four daughters : the present 
Wilham duke of Manchester, bom in France in 1702, when 
his father was ambassador there ; lord Robert ; the l^ies 
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Anne^ Doddrngton^ Elizabeth^ and Charlotte. This noble 
lord died at London of a mordficadcm, at his house in Ar- 
Iington«treet near St James's, in the year 1721 , being about 
sixty years (dd, and lies buried at Slmbolton; where he 
built a most magnificent castle or seat, which may justly be 
esteemed one of the best houses in England. This place 
was remarkable for being the reridence of Catherine, king 
Henry VIII.^s queen; who, after the divorce, ended her 
days here. So much relating to this noble peer, who had 
(as all that knew him must own) tnany good qualities; 
being a complete economist, and discreet manager of his 
estate, a very good husband, a most tender father, humane 
and courteous to all persons. He lived beloved, and died 
lamented : and as he kept a good conscience towards God 
and towards men during his life, so he shewed true Chris^ 
tian fortitude at his death. 

John duke of Maklborough is a person too consider- 
able not to be reckcmed amongst the worthies of oyr schools, 
of whom not to say much is to say nothing. I shall not pre- 
tend to give therefore an account of his glorious actions, 
fflnce history is full of them, but sum up his character as 
I find it in one of our late anniversary sermons : ^' — Thus 
*^ when late posterity shall hear the beneficial and glorious 
fatigues and dangers of that great man, who never be- 
sieged a town which-he did not take, nor fought a battle 
'^ which he did not gain ; the number and importance of 
^^ his successes ; those personal endowments ; that courage, 
presence of mind, and conduct ^ewn in the field ; that 
affability, counsel, and skill out of it ; when they shall see 
the public places crowded with trophies wrested from a 
most warlike enemy ; how will they bless the times that 
'^ produced such an one ; applaud the excellent prince that 
<^ had, and made choice of, such a general ! And it will be 
*^ esteemed, that the foundation of the beneficent Colet has 
*' received a lasting honour, in having contributed some 
" part to the forming of so extraordinary a character y.'"* 

y Archdeacon Tenison's Sermon preached before the Gentlemen educated 
in St.Paal'8 School. 
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Sir Edwabd Nobthey, knt. adds likewise to the honour 
of this school, being justly esteemed one of the most able 
lawyers of the age. His abilities in his profesaon had justly 
gained hkn so much reputation, that he was resorted to as 
to an oracle in his profession, and might have had the most 
eminent places, if he had been ambitious of them ; but he 
contented himself with that of the attorney-general. His 
character that he left behind him is, that he was a strict 
lover of justice, and very compasaonate to the distressed ; 
to whom he was very charitable, as occasion offered. He 
died very lately, and left behind him a considerable estate, 
which he acquired by his practice, besides, that he had 
from his father ; who was likewise of the same profession, 
as also of the same society, the Middle-temple. 

I might now give a long detail of persons of eminence 
both in church and state now living, who deserve to be 
mentioned with honour ; but as their modesty is as great as 
their merit, I must not venture upon their characters : viz. 
the right reverend George Hooper, lord bishop of Bath 
and Wells; Samuel Bradford, lord bishop of Rochester; 
John Leng, lord bishop of Norwich ; the right honourable 
Spencer Compton, speaker of the house of commons; 
Spencer Cooper, chief justice of Chester; and many others, 
whose names you have amongst the Benefactors to the In*- 
brary, and the list of subscribers to this work^ 



Number VIII. 
Inscriptions in and about St.PavTs schodt. 

IN the front, over the windows, is this that follows r 

Schola catechizationis puerorum in ChrisH'Opt* Max, 

fide et bonis Uteris. 

Over the school door : 

Arnio Verbi vncamaH MDJC. 
Bb3 
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MUtUmraiajakiUr MDCLXX. 

JEdtM jTiBcepkmM grmmimaJ6oe9. 

Repaired and beautified tfi the year YlWty 

Sir Sam, Moyery banmety matter; 

Mr, Tho. Roffmandy surveyor; 

Mr. Tho. Serocold, ) , 

Mr. Francis LevettJ'^'-'^' 

Ingredere ut prqfidas. 

In the entnmoe between the school and master^s house : 

Hoc vestUntlo catechizentur pueri in fide maribtuque 
ChristianiSf neque non prius grammaticee rudimentis 
inetUuantur, priusquam ad proximam htffus echoke 
claseem admittantur. 

Upon a mural stone there : 

PuerituB Chrietian<e Joh.Colety dec. sancd Paulij 

po9uit. 

Over the mastery's seat is the bust of the founder, dean 
Colety (where the image of the child Jesus was anciently,) 
of exquisite art, the same which was placed there before 
the fire in 1666, found in the rubbish afterwards by a cu- 
rious man in the city-antiquities, who observed it was cast; 
an hollow plate whereof you have in the Life. 

The second master^s house was before the fire in the Old 
Change; but now his house, on the south end of the school, 
hath a very handsome front, answerable to that of the high 
master, on which is engraven also this : 

Mdea prceceptaris gramnuUices. 

At the upper seat of each class is the word Capitaneus, 
and the number of scholars as ordered by the founder, viz, 
153, are in each class : 



Clasffls 


Classis 


Clasas 


Clasjds 


1 


S 


3 


4 


XXI 


XXI 


XXI 


XVIII 
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Classis 


Clasns 


ClasraS' 


Ctasas 


5 


6 


7 


8 


XVIII 


XVIII 


XVIII 


XVIII 



Under the clock over the school door : 

Ptieri in hoc schola gratis erudiendi stmt CLIII tantum, 
ad numertm, sedium^ 

Quod Fcmstfwm sit et FixUx. 

Ad ser(B posteritatis imitationem, fam<Eqae su(B cetemi' 
taiem, post luctvosam urb. Lond. deflagrationem A, D. 
MDCLXVL amplissima MERCERORUM societas, ji- 
dem Jiindatori rm (jLaxuphrj datam sanctissime perscivens^ 
schciam hanc de integro eactruendam siiscepit, armoque 
MDCLXX. perfedt^ Dn^RICHARDO FORD, equite ur^ 
bisprcetorej Richer do Clutterbtick armigero societatis ma^ 
gistrOy schoUe vero custode, totvusque negotii assiduo dili- 
gentissimoqu^ procuraAore ROBERTO WARE armigero. 

EuXoy/a Kvptov hr) xs^oX^; hKotlovj Prov. x. 6. 
MviffMI Mmv iLsr lyxw^Llmv. v. 8. 

Upon each window painted on glass throughout the 
school w^-e these words, almost now defaced, Ihce, (Usee, 
out discede; suggesting both to scholar and teacher their 
duty. 

At the upper end of the school there was, as now, a li- 
brary, which being consumed by the fire, 1666, another 
has been erected; which, by the contributions chiefly of 
those who have had their education in this school, has been 
well replenished with good books, chiefly relating to clas- 
racal learning, as most proper for the place. A list of the 
names of the benefactors, which are hung up in the school, 
is here subjoined. The stewards of the anniversary school- 
feast have always been mindful to promote this good work,/ 
as well as helpful towards the education of some indigent** 
scholar going to the university ; so that the interruption oi 
this solemnity has been a considerable loss in both these re« 
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spects. It may pombly be thought too trivial a matter to 
set down an account of the several years it hath been kept 
up once the restoration; but I must not omit any thing 
relating to the school, especially what has proved so ser- 
viceable to its interest. The first general meeting or feast 
of the scholars was on St. Paulas day 1660, or year foQow- 
mg. In the year 1664 it was intermitted till 1674, four 
years after the new school was erected; then revived again, 
and continued till 1679, when it had again an unhappy 
chasm till 1699, and some few years once: but now, as it is 
again encouraged and promoted, it is to be hoped it will 
continue a lasting monument of gratitude, that cannot be 
more decentiy shewn than in this way by those who have 
had the happiness of being educated in this school. 



Number IX. 

Benefhdores bibliotheccSj plerique aiumni schoUe PauRme; 

et procwratores convivii publici. 

1669* Henry Simmonds. 

Bernard Skelton. Henry Crispe. 

1670. Will. Bridges. 

Thomas Tyte. Radulph. Gray, arm. postea 

1671. vero bar. Gray de Werk 
John Davenport. comes de Tankervile. 
Samuel Mellish. Edmund Gardiner. 
Charles Cooke. William Butier. 

1672. Rowland Wynne. 
Thomas Gale. Jos. Bosworth. 
Walter Hampton. 1676. 

1673. Sam. Pepys. 
Thomas Gipps. Bic. Lightfoot. 
William Corker. Tho. Crauley. 
Thomas Townsend. James Cardrow. 

1674. Charles Chamberlayn. 
Charles Scarborough, knt. Frands Nixon. 
Joseph Lane. Thomas Swallow. 
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Edward Trotman. 

1676. 
Stephen Skinner. 
Will. Stonestreet. 
Tobiah Harvey. 
Gregory Butler. 

1677. 
George Chaire. 
Sir George Croke* 
Sir Hugh Cholinly. 
Thomas Goddard. 
Bobert Thompson. 
Balph Grey. 
Edward Stillingfleet* 
Dimmock Windus. 
Samuel Draper. 
Edward Ent. 

1678. 
Thomas Dayies, knt. 
James Hayes, knt. 
John Knight, arm. 
John Escourt, 
James Brace. 
Will. Bartlett. 

1679. 
John Ayres. 

Jos. Lane, soc. dom. sancti 
Petri Cantab. 

1680. 
Edward Gwynne. 
Dimothus Wjntid. 

1681. 
Edward Whitaker. 

1682. 
John Johnson, arm. postea 
eq. auratus. 

1684. 
Sam. Draper, 



Frands Fox. . 
Sir Peter Vandeput. 
Mr. John Johnson. 
Mr. George Thoina^. 
Mr. Thomas Caister. 
John Williams, S.T.B. post- 
ea episc. Cicestr. 
1686. 
John Davenport, arm. 

1689. 
Bic. Busby, S.T.P. schote 

Westm. rector. 
Edward Turner. 
1690. 
Thomas Brown. 

1699. 

Bobert Fowle, arm. 

John KilUngworth, arm. 

G«o. Smith, arm. 

Sam. Liloyd, arm. 

John Baggs, arm. 

Gul. Bonner, arm. 

John Chetwynd, arm. postea 
legatus a serenissima prin- 
cipe ad seren. Sabaudise 
ducem. 

Bogerus Cotes, mox alum- 
nus, dein socius coll. Trin. 
Cant, et astroncmiiae pro- 
fessor Plumianus. 

Ben. Marshall, mox alum- 
nus iEdis Christi. 

Dan. Lock, coll. Trin. Cant, 
alumnus. 

1700. 

Gabriel Neve. 

1704. 

Joh.Postlethwayt, schoLrect. 
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1706. 
Tho. B«U, moK alumnuft 

oolL Tiin. Cant. 
1706. 
AlgernoDUB Coote, Caroli oo« 

nitis de Montnith^ films 

natu terdus. 
1708. 
The honourable Spencer 

Compton, esq. 
Sir Hen. Bendyshe, bart. 
Roger Gale, esq. 
William Dewe, esq. 
John Gresham, gent. 
Mr. Henry Bull. 
Mr. Thomas Barrow. 
Mr. Benj. Tooke. 
1709. 
Sir Thomas Clarges, bart. 
Joseph Hodges, esq. 
Mr. Sam. Haywood. 
Mr. Sam. Palmer. 
Mr. Nicholas Feild. 
Thomas Batson, gent. 
William Tinuns, gent. 
Mr. Robert Hulls. 

1710. 
The right honourable the 

earl of Orrery. 
The right honourable the 

lord Wandell. 
The honourable Algemoon 
• Coote, esq. 
Robert Clarges, esq. 
Humphry Hide, esq. 
Fitz-William Plumptree,esq. 
Charles WeOiam, esq. 
Timothy AUeyn, esq. 



1711. 
William Lightfoot, esq. 
Joseph Major, esq. 
John Benson, esq. 
Simon Morse, grait. 
John Jacob, gent. 
John Hatley, gent. 
George Morton Pitt, esq. 
Mr. Maurice Atkins. 

17158- 
Sam. Gale, gent. 
Thomas Gill, esq. 
Mr. Thomas Trenchfidd. 
Mr. Joseph Gkxldard. 
Mr. Gabriel Neve. 
Mr. Nathaniel Blanford. 
^Robert Cooke, esq. 
Mr. Daniel Wilcocks. 

1718. 
Mr. Pet. Noimansel, gent. 
Richard Clifton, esq. 
Mr. Benj. Mawaon, gent. 
Edmund Wiseman, esq. 
Mr. William Lock. 
Mr. Richard Young* 
Mr. Anth. Chamberlayn. 
Mr. John Fotherby. 

1716. 
Mr. Henry Boone. 
Mr. Sherard Pickering. 
Mr. Charles Crumpe. 
Mr. John Chauncy. 
Mr. Leonard Pead. 
Mr. John Brace. 
Mr. Thomas Carter. 
Mr. John Betbell. 

1717. 
William Glanvillej^esq.^ 
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Capt. Stephen Bateman. Mr. Edward Bentley. 

Mr. Charles Blackstone. Mr. James Anderton* 

Mr. Edward Blackstone. Mr. John Hall. 

Mr. Bic. Rogerson. 17S4. 

Mr. Barth. Dandridge. The Rev. Dr. S. Knight. 

Mr. John Kersey. The Rev. Mr. A. A. Sykes. 

Mr. Thomas Needham. The Rev. Mr. A. Clarke. 

1718. The Rev. Mr. Hen. Parker. 

Mr. Charles Townley. Benj. Marriott, esq. 

Robert Williams, esq. Mr. Sam. Herring. 

Mr. William Browne. Mr. Ch. Gardner. 

Mr. Francis Loggin. Mr. Rich. Trubey, jun. 
Mr. Ric. Collet. 



Number X. 

Sermons preached cmd published at ffie anniversary meet^ 
ing qfffie gentlemen ediLcated at St.PauTs school, to this 
time. 

DR. Ric. M^got, late dean of Winchester, p. 68. of the 
volume of his Sermons, printed Lond. 1696. Svo.^ 
: Dr. Benjamin Calamy, vicar of St. Laurence Jewry. See 
his volume of Sermons, p. 157. Lond. 1700. 8vo. 

W. Wyat, M. A. student ol Christ's Church, in 1678-9. 

Dr. Will. Nichols, rector of Selsey in Sussex, Sermon on 
the Advantage of a learned Education; preached at the 
school-feast, 1697-8. 

John Pullejm, prebendary of Paul's, 1698-9. 

Dr. Satn. Bradford's, now bishop of Rochester, Sermon on 
the Description and Benefits of a regular Education, 1699- 
700. 

William Stonestreet, M. A. rector of St. Stephen's, Wal. 
broke, 1700-1. 

Mr. William Bramston's, now D.D. and prebendary of 
Worcester, Sermon, or short Apology for human Learnings 
1701. 

s Preached in StMichael's, Conihill> 1675, on StPaurs day; printed 
thenin4to. North. 



880 MISCELLANIES. 

Bobert Newton, D.D. late rector of St. Austin^ on Be- 
hf^oa and Learning, or the happy Efiects of an eaily Edu- 
catioD, 1702. 

William Smith, M.A. on the Benefit of good Instruc- 
tion, 1707A 

Henry Stonestreet, M.A. 170&-a 

Bichard Cbambre, M.A. on the Duty of being public- 
sfnrited, 170».10. 

Edward Teni«Hi, D.D. archdeacon of Carmarthen, and 
prebendary of Canterbury, on the Exoellaicy imd Useful- 
ness of a public Spirit, 1710-11. 

John Leng, D.D. now bishop of Norwich, 1718. 

Samuel Dod, M.A. late fellow of Clare haU, on the ri^t 
Use of the manifold Gifts of God, 1713-14. 

Matthew Fostlediwayt, M.A. and rector of Denton in 
Norfolk, on the Necesinty of understanding the Grounds 
and Principles of Reli^on, briefly represented, 1714-15. 

Clement Tookie, M.A. late sur-master of the school, 

1716-17. 

Dr. Sam. Knight, prebendary of Ely, on the Child Jesus, 
the great Exemplar of Youth, 1717-18. 

Matth.Mawson, B.D. fellow of Corpus Christ! coU^e in 
Cambridge, upon the Beyival of the Feast in VISSA. 

Arth. Ash. Sykes, 1724. North. 

Alured Clarke, 1725. North. 

John Leng, bishop of Norwich, 1726. North. 

Henry Parker, A. M. 1727. North. 

Thomas Hough, A.M. fellow of Trin. colL Camb. 1728. 
North. 

Thomas Fairchild. A Sermon on the Benefits of a liberal 
and religious Education, preached at St. Faul'^s on June 29, 
1757, being the annual meeting of the Grentlemen educated 
at St. Faul's. 
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•Number XI. 

Dean Cciet^s Institution of a Christian Man^ for the Use 
of his School^ prefixed to the Rudiments of the Latin 
Tongue. 8vo. 

7%^ Artycles of the Faythe. 

I B YLE VE in God the Father ahnyghty creatour of 
heven, and of erth, &c. 

Then follow the sacramentes* 

Charyte. The Lffoe of God. 

In trewe byleve I shall fyrste love God the Father al- 
myghty that made me, and our Lorde Jesu Chryste that 
redemed me, and the Holy Goost that alway inspireth me. 
This blessed holy Trinite I shall alway love and honour, 
and serve with all my herte, mynde, and strength, and fere 
Gkxl alonely, and put my trust in hym alonely* 

Tlie love ofthyne oume sejfe, 

Seconde, I shal love my selfe to God warde, and shall ab- 
stayne fro all synne as mbche as I may, specially from the 
$ynnes deedly. 

I shall not be proude, nor envyous, nor wrothfuU, I shall 
not be glotenous, nor lecherous, nor slouthfull, I shal not 
be covetous desiring superfluite of worldly thynges, and 
y veil company I shall eschewe, and flye as moche as I may. 

I shall gyve me to grace and virtue, and connynge in 
God. I shall pray often, specially on the holy dayes. J 
shall lyve alway temperatly, and sobre of my mouthe. 

I shal fast the dayes commaunded in Chrlstes chyrche. I 
shall kepe my mynde fro yvell and foule thoughtes. I shall 
Jcepe my mouth from swearyng, lyenge, and foule spekynge. 

I shaJl kepe my handes fro stelyng and pykyng. Thynges 
taken away I shall restore agayne. Thynges founde I shall 
rendre agayne. 

The love of thy neyghbour. 
Thyrde, I shal love my neyghbour : that is every man 
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to Godwttrde, as mj owne selfe. And shall heipe hym in all 
neoessjrtes spyritnally and body ly , as I wolde be bolpen my 
owne selfe : qpedaUy my father and my moder, that brought 
me into this worlde. The mayster that teacheth me I shall 
honour and obey. 

My felowes that leme with me I shall love. 

Penaunce, 

If I fall to synne I shall anone ryse agayne by penaunce 
and pure confessyon. 

Houslynge, 

As often as I shall receive my Lorde in sacrament, I shall 
with all study dispose me to pure denlynesse and devocy<»i. 

In sycknesse. 

Whan I shall dye, I shal call fc»* the sacramentes and 
rightes of Chrystes chusche by tymes, and be confessed, and 
receyve my Lorde and Redemer Jesu Chryst 

Indethe. 

And in peryll of dethe I shal gladly call to be enealed, 
and so armed in Grod I shal departe to hym in truste of his 
mercy ,'in our Lorde Chryst Jesu. 

HocJaCj et vives. 

Preceptea oflyvynge. 

Feare God. Forget trespaces. 

Love God. Yorgyve gladly. 

Desyre to be with hym. Chastyse thy body. 

Serve hym dayly with some Be sobre of thy mouthe. 

prayer. Be sobre of meet and drinke. 

Brydle the aiFectyons of thy Be sobre in talkynge. 

mynde. Flye swearynge. 

Subdue thy sensual appe- Flye foule language. 

tytes. Love denlynesse and chas- 
Thrust downe pryde. tyte. 

Refrayne thy wrathe. Use honest company. 
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Bewnre of ryot, 
Dispende measurably. 
Flye dishonesty. 
Be true in worde and dede. 
Reveroide thy elders. 
Obey thy superyours. 
Be felowe to thyne equates. 
Be benygne and lovyng to 

thyne inferyours. 
Love all men in God. 
Byle ve and trust in Christ 

Jesu, worshyp hym, and 

h3rm serve and obey. 
Call often for grace loi the 

Holy Goost. 
Love peace and equy te. 
Thynke on dethe. 
Drede the judgment of God. 
Trust in Goddes mercy. 
Be alway well occupyed. 



Lose ho tyine. 

Stand in grace. 

Fallyng down dispayre not. 

Ever take a firesshe newe 

good purpose. 
Fersever constauntly. 
Use oft tymes confessyon. 
Wasdie cleane. 
Sorowe for thy synnes. 
Aske ottetk mei^y. 
Be no dogarde. 
Awake quyckly. 
"Enryche the with vertue. 
Lerne dyligeiitly. 
Teche tbat thou hast lemed 

lovingly. 
By this way thou shalt come 

to grace and to glory. 

Amen. 



Symbohim Apostdorum, 
Credo in Deum Patron, &c. 

Oraitio Dominica, 
Pater noster, qui es in coelis, &c. 

OraMuncula ad puerum Jesum scholcB pnesidem^. 
Mi Domine Jesu suavissime, qui puer adhuc anno aetatis 
tuae duodecimo in Hierosolymitano templo inter doctor^ 
illos sic disputasti, ut stupefacti universi tuam superexceL 
lentem sapientiam admirarentur : te quseso, ut in hac tua 
schola, cui prsees, et patrocinaris, earn quotidie discam^ et 
literaturam, et sapientiam, qua possim in primis te, Jesu^ 
qui es ipsa vera sapientia, cognoscere, deinde cognitum eim- 
dem te colere, et imitari, atque in hac brevi vita sic ambu- 
lare in via doctrines tuae sequax vestigiorum tuorum, ut quo 
pervenisti ipse ad aUquam ejus gW partem decedens ex 
hac luce, possim ego quoque tua gratia feUciter pervenire. 
Amen. 
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Ckrisiiam HomhtU InsiUuiumy per Eratmmm Rot. scrips 
htm in uium sdkoUe Londim tns&hsUB per Jocamem Co- 
lehmy mier epigrammaia Des. Eraemi Boi. 4io. Bos. 
1518. 

Valet in Christo fides qiue per dilectioiieni oporatur. 

rtdes. 

L Artkulus. Credo. 
Confiteor primum ore jio, yenerorque fideli 
Mente Deum Patrem, vel nutu cuncta potentem. 
Hunc, qui stelligeri spadosa yolumina ocbU, 
£t solidum amnipars telluris oondidit orbem. 

IL Et in Jesum, 
Ejus item gnatum Jesum, oognomine Christum, 
Quem Dominum nobis agnosdmus, et veneramur. 

III. Qui conceptus, 
Hunc Maria, afflatu divini niuninis, alvo 
Concepit virgo, peperit purissima virgo. 

IV. Paseus sub Pontio. 
Et grave supplicium immeritus damnante Pilato 
Pertulit, infami suffixus in arbore, mortem 
Oppetiit, tumulatus humo est, claususque sepulchro, 
Interea penetrat populator ad infera regna. 

V. Tertiodie. 

Mox ubi tertia lux mcesto se prompserat orbi, 
Emernt tumulo superas redivivus in auras. 

VI. Ascendii. 

Inde palam stheream scandit sublimis in arcem, 
lUic jam dexter Patri as^det omnipotenti. 

VII. Iterum venturus est. 
Idem olim rediturus, ut omnem judicet orbem, 
Et vivos pariter, vitaque et lumine cassos. 

VIII. Credo in Spiritum. 
Te quoque credo fide simili spirabile numen 
Halitus, afflatusque Dei sacer, omnia lustratis. 

IX. Sanctam ecclesiam. 
Et te confiteor sanctissima concio, qua gens 
Christigena arcano nexu coit omnis in unum 
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Corpus et unanimis capiti sodatur leau^ 

Hinc proprium nescit, sed habet oommiinia cuncta. 

X. Remissionem peccatortim. 
Hoc equidem in coetu sancto, peccata remitti 
Credo, vel his sacro fuerint qui fonte renati, 
Vel qui diluerint ultro sua crimina fletu. 

XI. Camia resurreciionem. 
Nee dubito quia exanimatacadavera rursum 
In vitam redeant^ animas sortita priores. 

XII. Vitam tetemam. 
Utraque pars nostri, corpusque animusque deinceps 
Juncta simul, vitam ducent sine fine perennem. 

Amor Dei. 
Hsec est indubitata fides, cui pectore certo 
Nixus, amabo Patrem super omnia cunctipotentem. 
Qui me oondideritque, et in hunc produxerit orbem. 
Rursus amore pari, Dominum complectar lesum, 
Qui nos asseruit, pretioque redemit amico. 
Spiritum item Sanctum, qui me sine fine benigno 
Afflatu fovet, atque animi penetralia ditans 
Dotibus arcanis, vitali recreat aura. 
Atque hie Temio Sanctus, et omni laude ferendus 
Toto ex corde mihi, tota de mente, supremis 
Viribus, obsequio, meritoque coletur honore. 
Hunc unum reverebor, et hoc semel omnis in uno 
Spes mea figetur, hoc omnia metiar uno. 
Hie propter sese mihi semper amabitur unus. 

Amor 8fd. 
Post hunc baud alia ratione, ac nomine charus 
Ipse mihi fuero, nisi quatenus omnis in ilium 
lUe mei referatur amor, fontemque revisat. 

Fuga peccaH. 
Culpam praeterea fugiam pro viribus omnem. 
Praecipue capitate tamen vitavero crimen. 
Quod necat, atque animam letah vulnerat ictu. 

Superbiaj invidiam ira, 
Ne fastu tumeam, ne vel livore maligno ^ 

Torquear, aut bili rapiar fervente, cavebo. 

c c 
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GfJoj hixuriay pigritia. 
Ne yd spurca libido, vel insadatnlifl alvus 
Imperet, enitar, nee turps inertia vincaL 

AvarUia. 
Ne nunquam saturanda fames me vexet haboidi. 
Plus satis ut cupiam fallacis mimera mundi. 

Fuga mdlorum hominum. 
Improba pestiferi fugiam oommerda coetus 
Omnia, summo animi oonatu, proque virili. 

Studium pietoHa. 
Atque hue incumbam nenris, ac pectore toto ; 
Ut ma^s atque magis superet mihi gratia, virtus^ 
Augescatque pise divina scientia mentL 

Deprecatio. 
Orabo, superosque precum libamine puio 
Placare adnitar, ciun tempore sedulus omni. 
Turn vero eximie, quoties lux festa recurret^ 

FrugaUtas vktu». 
Frugales epute semper, mensiBque placebit 
Sobria mundities, et avari nesda luxus. 

Jejvniunu 
Servabo reverens, quoties jejunia nobis 
Indicit certis ecclesia sancta diebus. 

Mentis custodia. 
Sancta uti sint mihi secretse penetralia mentis, 
Ne quid eo subeat foedumve, nocensve, studebo* 

Lifigua cusiodia. 
Ne temere juret, ne unquam mendacia promat, 
Turpia ne dictu dicat mea lingua, cavebo. 

Mantis custodM. 
A furto cohibebo manus, nee ad ulla minute 
Viscatos mittam dittos, et si quid ademptum 
Cuiquam erit, id domino properabo reddere vero. 

RestUtiOo reijbrte reperta^ 
Id quoque restituam, si quid mihi forte repertmQa est. 
Me penes baud patiar prudens, aliena morari. 

^ Amor proaimL 

Nee secus atque mihi sum charus, amabitur omnis 
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Proximus : est autem (ni fallor) proximus ille, 
Quisquia homo e3t9 ae sic ut amor referatiir ainici 
In Christum, vitamque piam, veramque salutem. 
Hinc igitur fuerit quoties opus, atque necesse, 
Sedulus o£Bcio corpusque, ajoimumque juvabo, 
Ut mihi succurri cupiam, si forsan egerem. 
Id tamen in primis prsestabo utrique parent], 
Per quos corporeo hoc nasci mihi contigit orbe. 
Tum prseceptori, qui me erudit, instituitque 
Morigerus fuero, ac merito reverebor honore. 
At rursus duleisque scholar, studiique sodales, 
Semper (uti par est) sincero amplectar amore. 

Asaidua confessio. 
Si quando crimen^ fuero prolapsus in ullum, 
Protinus enitar, pura ut confessio lapsum 
Erigat, ac justa tergatur noxia poena. 

Sumptio corporis Chrisii in vita. 
Ast ubi sacrati me ad corporis atque cruoris 
Coelestes epulas pietasque diesque vocabit, 
lUotis manibus metuens accedere, pectus 
Ante meum, quanta cura studioque licebit, 
Purgabo maculis, virtutum (»*nabo nitelis. 

Morbus. 
Porro ubi fatalis jam terminus ingruet aevi, 
Extremumque diem cum morbus adesse monebit^ 
Mature sacramentis me armare studebo, 
Atque his muneribus, quse ecdeaa sancta ministrat 
Chrisdgenis, reteget confesno crimina vitse, 
Sacriiico, sumam Christi Tenerabile corpus. 

Hocjhcy et vives. 
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Number XII. 

A short parofhrase en ike Lord's Prayer, hy Dr. Colet, 
inserted m the collection of prayers^ S^c. eniidedy T%^ 
Prymer qfSalysbury Use ; or. Hare beoHssime Virginis 
Marie secundum usumSarumtotaBier ad longum, Paris. 
ISSfLMmo. 

The seven peticyons of the Paier-noster, by John Colet, 

deane of Poules. 

Thejyrste peticyon. 
O fkther in beuen, holowed be thy name amonge men in 
erth, as yt is among angels in heuen. 

The seconde peticycn. 
O father lette thy kyngedome come: and reygne amonge 
vs men in erthe, as thou reygnest amonge thy angels in 
heuen. 

The thyrde peticyon. 
O father thy wyll be fulfylled^ that is to' say, make vs to 
fulfill thy wyll here in erthe, as thy angels do in heuen. 

Thejburth peticyon. 
O father, gyue vs our dayly sustinaunce alway and helpe 
vs, as we gyue and helpe them that haue nede of vs. 

Thejyfte pelAcyon. 
O father, forgyue vs oure synnes done to the, as we do 
forgyue them, that trespas agaynste vs. 

The y\, peticyon. 
O father lette vs not be ouercome wyth temtacyon. 

The vii. peticyon. 
But o father, delyuer vs from all euylles. Amen. 



Number XIII. 

A lyteU proheme to the booke called Grammatices Rudimentay 

by dean Colet 

AL be it many have wryten, and have made certayne in- 
troducyons into Latyn speche, called DonateSj and Acddens 
in Latyn tongue and in Englysshe, in suche plenty that it 
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shulde seme to suffyse ; yet never the lesse, for the love and 
zde that I have to the newe schole of Powles, and to the 
children of the same, somwhat I have also compyled of the 
mater, and of the viii partes of grammer have made this 
lytell boke, not thynkynge that I coude say any thing better 
than hath be sayd before, but I toke this besynesse havynge 
great, pleasure to shew the testimony of my good mynde 
unto that schole. In whiche lytell warke if any new thynges 
be of me, it is alonely that I have put these partes in a more 
dere ordre, and have made them a lytell more easy to yonge 
wyttes, than (me thynketh) they were before. Judgyng 
that no thynge may be to soft, nor to famylier for lytell chyl- 
dren, specyally lemynge a tongue unto them all straunge* 
In whiche lytell boke I have left many thynges out of pur- 
pose, consyderyng the tendernesse and small capacyte of 
lytell myndes. And that I have spoken also I have affirmed 
it none otherwyse, but as it happeth most commonly in 
Latyn tongue. For many be the excepcyo^s, and hard it is 
any thynge generally to assure in a speche so various. I 
praye God all may be to his honour, and to the erudycion 
and profyte of chyldren, my countrey men Londoners spe^ 
cially, whom dygestynge this lytell werke I had alway before 
mine eyen, consyderynge more what was for them, than to 
shewe any great connyng, wyllyng to speke the thynges 
often before spoken, in suche maner as gladly yonge begyn- 
ners and tender wyttes myght take and concey ve. Wher- 
fore I pray you all lytell babes, all lytell chyldren, leme 
gladly this lytell treatyse, and commende it dyligently unto 
your memoryes, trustynge of this begynnynge that ye shall 
procede, and growe to perfyte lyterature, and come at the 
laste to be great clerks. And lyfte up your lytell whyte 
handes for me, whiche prayeth for you to God ; to whom 
be all honour, and imperiall maiesty and glory. Amen. 

Protogijlnis. 

Of these viii partes of speche in ordre weL construed be 
made reasons and sentences, and longe oracyons. But howe 
and in what maner, and with what constructyon of wordes, 
and all the. varietees, and dyversytees, and chaunges in 
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Lfltyn fpeche, whidie be hmumeraUe, if iny mm wyll 
kiiow,aiid by that knowledge attoyne to underataAde La^ 
bokesy and to speke and to wrjrte the dene Latyn: let hjm 
above all besyly lerne and rede good Latyn auctom of 
chosen poetes and oratours, and note wisely howe they 
wrote, and spake, and study alway to fdowe them, deoryng 
none other rules but their examples. For in the b^ynning 
men spake not Latyn, bycause suche rules were made ; but 
oontnury wyse, bycause men spake sudie Latyn, upon that 
folowed the rules were made. That is to saye, Latyn speche 
was before the rules, not the rules before the Latyn speche 
Wher&re, well beloved maysters and tediers of grammer, 
after the partes of speche sufiydently knowen in your 
scholes, rede and ezpounde playnly unto your schdlers good 
authours, and shewe to them every word and in every sen- 
tence what they shall note and observe, wamyng them be- 
syly to folowe and to do lyke^ bot}i in wrytyng and in 
spekynge, and be to them your own selfe also spekyng with 
them the pure Latyn very present, and leave the rules. For 
redyng of good bokes, dylygent informadon of taught mays- 
ters, studyous advertence, and takjrng hede oi lemons, her- 
jrng eloquent men speke, i|nd finally besy imytacyon with 
tonge and penne, more avayleth shortly to get the trewe do- 
quent speche, than all the tradycions, rules, and preceptes 
of maysters. 

Explicit Ccieti ceditio. ' 

These be the viii partes of spekynge, whiche for an intro- 
duction of children in to Latyn speche I have thus com- 
pyled, dygested, and declared : prayeng God that it maye 
profyte to the more spedy lemyng of yonge begynners, 
finally to his honour, to whom be all prayse and glory with- 
out end. Amen. 

Jocmnis Coleti iheohgi^ dim decani Dim PatUi^ csditio^ una 
cum quibusdam G. Lilii Grammaiices Rudvmentis. 

G, Lilii epigramma* 
Pocuia si lingucB cupias gustare LaAnce^ 
QxidU tibi numstrety ecce^ Cdettu Her, 



r 



NUMBEK XIV. 831 

iVbfi per CaucMeoa montu^ cui summa Pyrmee; 
Te i&iaper Hylieoa^ sed via d%tcit agros. 

Londmiy in adibus Wmandi de Worde anno mdxxxiiti. 



*^ Number XIV. 

Epistoia dedicatoria^ prc^a libro Ric. Pace* de Fructu qui 
exdodrinapercipihir. Bos. 1517. 4to. Vid. paff. 12. 

Richa/rdus Paceus Joamm Ccieto, theologo ertiditisdmo 

atque Optimo xArOy S. P. D. 

NULL^ (mi Colete) occupationes quantumvis magnse, 
eflSoere possunt, ut meorum isthic amicarum, doctorum pras.. 
aertim, quorum in nmnero tu excelli8,non saepissime recorder, 
eorumque jucundisamam oonsuetudinem vehementer desi* 
derem. Quemadmodum igitur aliis quibusdam amids meis 
nuper Uterarum aliquid a me efflagitantibus libenter scripsiy 
ita tibi quoque mea sponte in prsesentia feci. £t ne aegre 
feiBs, me in scribendo tibi quam aliis fuisse tardiorem, tardi- 
tatem scribendi ipso muneris pretio compensarevolui. Quod 
tiunetsinec aigenteum, nee aureum sit, (est enim literarium) 
tibi tamen non ingratum fore puto, immo certe scio. Quippe 
qui magno studio laborasse videris, ut omnes literarum stu- 
dioBos, tui amantissimos reddas, tibique devincias. Siquidem 
hinc et non aliunde, sentiunt omnes celeberrimura illud ludi 
literarii tui, quem Londini erexisti, et pulcherrime sustentas, 
mommentum prodiisse. Et (quod ipsi scholse non est post- 
ponendum, ne dicam prseferendum) curasti, ut honestissimus 
simul et peritissimus vir, pueros adolescentesque erudiat, 
Isocratem imitatus, qui safuenter (ut omnia) nemini pueros 
ad erudiendum tradendos censuit, nisi in quo doctrinam satis 
m^gnam, par quoque hoiiestas vitse sequeretur, ut non doc- 
trinam sqIudq, sed etiam bonos mores, quum ad imitationem 
jMraaceptorum totos se dederent, imbiberent. Quorum utrum- 
que nunc, te autore, facillime possunt assequi. Habent 
enim praBceptorem, cujus vita, moresque sunt probatissimi. 

c c 4 
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Tanta pneterea eruditio, ut extrusa pene omni barbarie, (in 
qua nostri olim adolesoentes solebant fere statem consumere, 
et longissimo tempore, ut nihil boni discerent, laborare,) po- 
litiorem Latinitatem, atque ipsam Romanam linguam, in 
Britanniam nostram introduxisse videatur. Quse quum ita 
sint, cum alios omnes, turn prsecipue doctos, et doctrinse stu- 
diosos, his coeptis favere, id est, in commune ^rodesse, vehe- 
menter convenit. Sed quia ita natura comparatum est, ut 
qui maxima vellent, minima poseint, illi qui benignissimis 
animis suis re ipsa satisfacere nequeunt, verbis suum im- 
plere officium coguntur, id quod mihi cum aliis (puto) mul- 
tis contigit. Nam cum libentissime laudatissimum opus a 
te inceptum, promovere in majus, atque (si facultatum an- 
gustia non obesset) augere vellem, cogit necessitas verbis 
efficere, quod re ipsa prsestare mallem. Aceipe igitur meum 
libellum tuo dedicatum nomini, cui titulus est, De Jructu 
gui ex docirina percipitur. In quo si res tarn bene a me 
tractaretur, quam pueris et juvenibus titulus convenit, baud 
flcio an in primis illis esset legendus. Solent enim omnes ho«> 
mines ilUs libentius vacare rebus, quarum fructus percipien- 
dus, manifeste ante oculos proponitur. Sed si meum exiguum 
me fefellit ingenium, tibi, aliisque relinquam, ut Virgilium 
imitati, aurum colligatis ex stercore, et ex persona quadam 
vivam effingatis ima^nem. Ego vero hoc solo contentus 
ero, quod tibi atque illis pulcherrimum, in quo vos exeroere* 
tis, (quippe in utilitatem omnium studiosorum adolescen- 
turn,) argitmentum prsebuerim. Restat ut jam tibi expli- 
cem, quid me moveat ad libellum hoc titulo conscrib^idum 
et publicandum. Quum duobus annis plus minus jam prse- 
teritis, ex Romana urbe in patriam rediissem, interfiii cui« 
dam convivio multis incognitus. Ubi quum satis fuisset pota^ 
turn, unus, nescio quis, ex convivis, non imprudens, ut ex 
verbis vultuque conjicere licuit, coepit mentionem facere de 
liberis suis bene instituendis. . Et primum omnium, bonum 
prseceptorem illis sibi quaerendum, et scholam omnino fre- 
quentandam censuit. Aderat forte unus ex his, quos nos 
generosos vocamus, et qui semper cornu aliquod a tergo 
pendens gestant, acsi etiam inter prandendum venarentur. 
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Is audita literarum laude, peratus repentina ira, furibundus 
prorupit in haec verba : Quid nugaris, inquit, amice ? abeant 
in malam rem istas stultse literae, omnes docti sunt mendici^ 
etiam Erasmus ille doctissimus (ut audio) pauper est, et ii| 
quadam sua epistola vocat rrjv xaragaTov trevluv uxorem suam, 
id est, execrandam paupertatem, et vehementer conqueritur 
se non posse illam humeris suis usque in ^adux^rea vovrdj id 
est, profundum mare excutere. (Corpus Dei juro) volo filiud 
meus pendeat potius quam Uteris studeat. Decet enim ge- 
nerosorum filios, apte inflare cornu, perite venari, accipitrem 
pulchre gestare et edticare. Studia vero literarum, rustic' 
corum filiis sunt relinquenda. Hie ego cohibere me non 
potui, quin aliquid homini loquacissimo in defensione bona-^ 
rum literarum responderem. Non Videris, inquam, mihi 
(bone vir) recte sentire. Nam si veniret ad regem aliquis 
vir exterus, quales sunt principum oratores, et ei dandum 
esset responsum, filius tuus, sic ut tu vis, institutus, inflaret 
duntaxat cornu, et rusticorum filii docti, ad respondendum 
vocarentur, ac filio tuo venatori vel aucupi longe antepone- 
rentur, et sua erudita usi libertate, tibi in faciem dicerent, 
Nos malumus docti esse, et per doctrinam non imprudentes, 
quam stulta gloriari nobilitate. Tum ille bine inde ci^cum- 
spiciens ; Quis est iste, inquit, qui 1i8ec loquitur ? hominem 
non cognosco. Et quum diceretur in aurem ei quisnam es- 
sem, nescio quid submissa voce sibimet susurrans, et stulto 
usus auditore, illico arripuit vini poculum. Et quum nihil 
haberet respondendum, coepit bibere, et in alia sermonem 
transferre. Et sic me liberavit, non Apollo, ut Horatium a 
garrulo, sed Bacchus a vesani hominis disputatione, quam 
diutius longe duraturam vehementer timebam. Ad ultimum, 
illud unice rogem necesse est, ut siquid in hoc meo opus- 
culo minus eruditum, quam eruditis tuis auribus convenit, 
reperies, non omnia mese imperitise et ignorantise, sed ali- 
quid huic quoque attribuas incommodo, quod hie nunc sum, 
ubi nee docti viri sunt, nee libri, quos aliunde mihi adve- 
hendos curassem, si ita fuisset consultum. Sed hie non tam 
permaneo, quam pendeo, ut ubi sum hodie, nesciam an sim 
fiiturus cra& Atque tu probe nosti hominem Uteris dedi- 
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tuin» si demnt Ubri, aunilem esse militis, cui desiint anna, 
Quare si qui enint, qui aliquid puerilius in hoc libello nota* 
bunt, quam longum deceat studium, sciant illi opusculum 
pueria esse scriptum. 

Vale. Ex Constaatia. 

Towards the conclusion of the aboTe-menti<Hied book 
there is also this passage, relating to CoWs schooL 

*— — Hsec sunt, mi Colete, quibus studiosos literarum 
juvenes ad doctrinam amplexandam hortandos, instruendos- 
que putavL Quae si tibi, vel juvenibus tuis, qui per te pub* 
lice erudiuntur, placere intellexero, opeiam me ncm lusisse 
judicabo. Hoc unum non dubito quin assecuturus aim, ut 
si non omnia probare velitis, multa saltern rideatis. P. 111. 
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Number XV. 

At the end of the gospels of St. Matthew and St^ Mark, be-- 
Jhre ihe collation of the texts in the mamiscript mentioned 
jp, 223, which was written in the dea/rCs house at PauPs, is 
thejbllowing inscription : 

Ad laudetn et gloriam omnipotentis tncomprehensibilu invisibUU Dei 

adhonarem quoquedulcissima Maria Virginisgenetrids ^tudem toti- 

tuque ccdestis exerciius, opus hoc duorum evangelistarutn MattJusi 

scUicet et Marci conscriptum est jussu et expensis reverendi 

dni et venerabilis viri D. Joannis Colett ecclesia cath, 

dim Pauli Londini decani sacraque theologia professoris, 

Egregij viri Henrici Colett mUitis opulentissinuB civi-- 

tatis Londini quondam senatoriSy et ejusdem bis 

consulis filij. arte et indu^stria Petri Meghen 

monocuU Teutonici^ natione Brabantini oppidi 

Buschiducensis Leodiensis dioc, Anno incar- 

nationis dominica tnillesimo quingentesimo ■ 

nono mensis vero Maij, die octavo. 

Eodem anno mensis Aprilis ... die 

ilhisirissimus rex Anglite (pia me- 

moria) Henricus VIL {qui ut 

alter Solomon sapiens, dives 

pacificus) diem clausit extre^ 

mum; hteredem regni reUn* 

quens non ut Solomon 

Reboaim Jiliwn stoli- 

dum: sed nobilissimu' 

Hen. VIII. Jilt' 

um patre sapi" 

entiorem CU" 

ius bona 

ini~ 

da, 

O 
mnipoteni Deus sua ineffahili pietate ad optima dignetur perducere extrema, 

AMEN. 
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Number XVI. 

An Jcijbr the Approbation of Physicians and Surgeons in 
the third year of Henry VIII. 1511-12, made injhvour 
of dean Cclet. 

FORASMUCHE as the science and conyng of phjsicke 
and surgerie to the perfecte knowledge whereof be requisite 
both great lemyng and ripe experience is daily within this 
relme exercjsed by a grete multitude of ignorant persons of 
whom the great part have no maner of insight in the same, 
nor in any other kynde of lernyng. Some also can no let- 
ters in the booke. 

Be it enacted, that no persone within the dtie of London 
nor within seven myles of the same, take upon hym to ex- 
ercyse or occupy as a physicion or surgeon excepte he be 
firste examyned approv'*d and admitted by the byshop of 
London or by the deane of Poules for the tyme beyng call- 
ynge to him or them foure doctours of physeke for exami- 
nacyon and gevyng letters testimonials under theire seale to 
hym that they shall so approve. 

Statutes of Hen. VIIL cap. xi. edit Pynson. 
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Bishop Longlwid's character of dean Colefs preachings in 
his Dedication to king Hen. VIIL before his Latin Ser- 
monsy Jbl. impres. anno Dom. 1518. per Ric. Pynson^ 
Land, adn cai. Jun. 

Serenissimo regi Henrico VIIL Joannes LongtonduSj Dei 
gratia, (^c. Lincol. episc. salutem. 

— NEC id satis esse ratus, ut doctissimus princeps ad ea 
quae scribuntur ab aliis et conciones etiam coram sua ma- 
jestate recitatas, tarn accurate tam vigilanter advertit, ut 
semper aliquam singularis virtutis ac doctrinae lubens an- 
sam arripiat, unde factum est ut conciones ejusmodi quas 
pater ejus, rex invictissimus, prudentissimus, gravissimus, 
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et maximopere in rem xlivinaxn affectus, OBBterique sui ma- 
jores illustrissimi frequenter audierunt: ipse frequentissi- 
mas audire velit Coletum sui temporis in ea re Phoenicem, 
persaepe concionantem soleuni saltern parascseve (quamdiu 
superb erat) solebat inaudire. 
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A short account of that learned Jbreigner Justus Jomis^ to 
whom Erasmus sent his accownt qfCoUfs life* 

JUSTUS JONAS was bom at Northusa in Germany, 
anno Christi 1493, where his father was a senator. He was 
first brought up at school : afterwards he studied law, and 
made a good progress therein; but upon better thoUjghts he 
studied divinity, and proceeded doctor, and embraced the 
reformed religion ; and was called, anno Christi 15S1, to a 
pastoral charge in Wittenberg. He was present at most of 
the disputations about religion, where he defended the truth 
strenuously, and endeavoured to promote peace. He was 
also made a professor in that university. He, with Spalatine 
and Amsdorfius, was employed by the elector of Saxony to 
reform the churches in Misuia and Thuringia : from thence 
he was called unto Halle in Saxony, where he preached 
and promoted religion exceedingly. Luther sometimes re- 
sorted thither to him, and took him along with him in his 
last journey to Isleben, where he died. After whose death 
he remained a while in the duke of Saxony^s court, and was 
a constant companion of John Frederick's sons in all their 
afflictions. And lastly, he was set over the church in Eis- 
field ; where he ended his days in much peace and comfort 
anno Christi 1555, and of his age 63. We are so much be* 
holden to this friend of Erasmus for instigating him to give 
some account of dean Colet, that he deserves this notice to 
be taken of him here. 
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Number XIX. 
The Witt of sir Henry Colety father if dean Cciet. 

IN the name of God amen : the xxviith day of Septem. 
ber the yere of our Lord God MD and fyre I Henry Co- 
lete citezein and alderman of London, beyng hole in mynd, 
and in good memory, laude and prayang be to ahnigfaty 
God, make, and ordeyne, this present testament and last 
will in manner and forme ensuing : that is to witte, 1st I 
bequeth and recommend my soule to Almighty Grod my 
maker and redemer, to the most glorious Tirgyn his moder 
our lady seynt Mary, and to all the holy company of saynts 
in heven, and my body to be buried in the cathedral church 
of seynt Paule of London, in sum convenyent place there 
after the discretion of myn executors, if it happen me to d& 
cesse within the citye of London, or else if it hi^ypen me to 
decesse at Stebunhith, then I will that my body be buried 
in the parish-church there, at sepulchre before seynt Dun« 
ston in the same church, if the vicary thereof be so pleased, 
and my body so buried, than I wyll that all sudie detts as^ 
I owe to any persone or persones kjI right, or of conscience, 
be well and truely paid. Item I bequedi to the high awt^ of 
the parisshe churche of seynte Antonye ci London, whereof 
I am now a parishioner for my tithes and ohlatioDs forgot- 
ten or negligently with-holden, if any such be in discharge- 
yng of my conscience, as I know noon so to be and to die 
intent the curat there pray for my soiile x«. 

Item^ I bequeth to the high altar to the said parisbe- 
church of Stebunhith, for the like intent x s. Also I will 
that my executors here undernamed as soone as they may 
goodly after my decesse, provide and ordeyn 11 honest 
chapleyns of good name and fame, and honest conversation 
that oon to syng and say masse and other divine service 
daily when he is dispos'^d, in the parishe church of Stebun* 
hith aforesaid, and the other in the parishe church of sejnat 
Anthonye beforesaid, and to pray especially for my soule, 
the soules of my fader, and moder, and of my children, and 
for all Cristen soules by the space of xv yeres next folowing 



NUMBER XIX. : 39» 

* 

after my deoesise, and that either of the same chaple3ni8 have 
for their labour yerely during the said xv yeres Tii2. yis. 

Itemy I bequeth to the exhibition of poore scholers study- 
ing in holy divinitie at the universityes of Oxenford and 
Cambridge, to be disposed amongs them after the discretion 
of myn executors CI. 

. liem^ I bequeth another C 2. to be disposed by the discre- 
tion of my said executors in noyonoa^wayes where they -shall 
thinke most nedful and most merytoryous for my soule. 

If I bequeth to the marriages of pocn: maydens of good 
name and fame C I. and I will that every of my mayden ser- 
vants which shall happen to be in household service with 
me at the tyme of my decesse, have to her marriage Iei por- 
cion of the said CZ. after the discretion of myn executors 
and beside that a gowne clothe of blakeclothe* 

It I bequeth to Wm. Colete my brother's son his chil- 
dren and other of my kynne to the nombre of x persones 
with the same William aiid his children to be nam'^d by the 
diacrecion of myn executors C/* to be paid and deliv^'^d 
unto them wekly that is to say to every of thesn iiiid by 
the weke. 

I€ I bequeth to the works of the body of the parishe 
church of Stebunhith aforesaid xl«. And I bequeth to 
ev^ry man servant bdng in service with me at the tyme of 
my decesse xl^. in money and a Uake gowne beside thdr 
wages. And I bequeth to William Middilton late my ser* 
vant xl«. and a blake gowne. 

I€ I bequeth to William Bayle of Wendover iHLs. 

It I bequeth to William Rote of Stebunhith aforesaid 
-Us. and the residue of all my goods cattals and detts what-* 
soever they be after my detts paid my funeral expences 
fully doon, and the legades comprised in this my present 
testament perform^, I geve and bequeth holly unto dame 
Cristian my wife, and to M. John Colete doctour of holy 
divinity my seme, the which dame Cristian and the said M. 
John Colete I make and ordeyne myn executors of this my 
present testament. In wittnes wherof to this, my present 
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tdtament mod last will I hsve putt my aode yeren the day 
and jae above idietaed and all ochcr tatameBU and wiUs 
of my mooreable goodes by me afore this made I uttetly 
revoke and admille by this my present writting, and none 
othe testament or will of my mooveaUe goods to take ef- 
ted except this present wiitting alone. 

Probatumjnit suprascripf tesf coram Sno apud Lame- 
JAtk \.t9 die meni Octobris anno DomuU mUTmo qaingen' 
iesimo qmniojur' M. Jdkanmg Colete exteuUjreM m htyug- 
modi tuC fiomtnaH, 4r^. Blx officio frerog. Holgrave 14 
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TeHam. Johannis CdUety decani ecdesuB cathedraUs Sti 

Pauli LondinensU. 

IN Dei nomine amen : the xxii day of August in the 
yere of our Lord God MIX and XIX. I Jdin Colett dean 
of the cathedral church of seint Paule in London beyng of 
hole mynde and memorie, make and ordeyne this my pre- 
sent testament and last will of my goodes moveable, by rea- 
son whereof I revoke and renounce all other wills testaments 
and codicils whatsoever they be heretofore by me or by any 
other in my name made of the said goodes moveable this to 
stand firm and stable in maner and form foUowyng First I 
bequeth my soule to God and to our Lord Crist Jesu, my 
body to the chirch of seinte Paule aforesaid to be buryed 
nyghe unto the image of seint Wilgefort where I made a 
lytel monyment. As touchyng my burying, and funeraUs, 
with the circumstance thereof I commit to the discredon of 
myne executours herafter named in thende cd this my pre- 
sent testament. # 

Item I bequeth to Edmond Eny vet esquier sergeant por- 
ter to our soveraine lord the kyng; fourty pounds in money, 
or in money worth to be paid to hym assoone as it may be 
conveniently. , 
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. Item I bequeth to J<^n Colett die sonne of William Co- 
lett my kiniiesman fourty pounds to be paid unto hym in 
lyk maner. 

Item to maister doctV Aleyn, the cupp with the cover 
that he gave unto me. 

liem I wyll that my maister doctV Morgan have my best 
gown with the hode, my best cote of chamlet furred with 
blake bogye and a vestment. 

Item I bequethe to maister J^n Banbrugbe a «lver pott 
having on the ere wryten John Colett my bed at Charter, 
hous that I ley upon my' self with matresse and blanketts, 
to the said bed belonging, and certeine of my prynted 
books called seint Jerom works, and other that may be con^ 
venieatly gyveo unto hym. 

Item I will that masteir Dancaster have in- money to sup- 
porte hym in hys vertue six pounds xiii^. iiiid 

Item I bequethe to syr Rob. Hopwood a lytell goblet 
with a cover havyng a whyte rose in the toppe of the cover, 
a lytill square salt with a cover gilt, the which I bought of 
maister Lychefield halfe a dosen silver spones and a moser 
owver and above 40 shelings by yere tor term of his Ijrf, to 
be paid oute of the mercery of London accordyng to theire 
promise therupon to me made. 

Item I will that Thomas Lupeshed my schoUar be re- 
member'^d after the discrecion of mjoi executors and to. have 
all suche bookes prynted as may be most necessary for his 
lemyng. 

Item to maister William Garrard a cupp with a cover of 
silver and gilt chased ; stondyng on a rose. 

Item to master Nycholas Curlews a standyng cup with 
the cover ^t with the Inoris daunce on it. 

Item to Jdbn Danet my godson a litil silver pott havyng 
on the top H and R which his father gutve ine. 

Item to Barlillmewe Barham sometyme my servant a sil* 
▼er pott having on the ere wryten John Colett. 

Item the New Testament, and oder of myne own making 
wry ting in parchement, as C(»nents on Faults Epesteles and 
Abbrevia<»ons with many- such other, I will shall be dis- 

Dd 
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poaacd at the duponoon of myn executoun whkhe dii^o- 
adon I lewe to theire discreckm and all my bokes im- 
prynted in paper I will also by them be dispoaed to poore 
studentes and eqiedally to suche as hath bene acholhurs 
withe me. 

liem aa touchyng my logyng at the Charter-hons, I wyll 
that all bordwork-made of waynskott as- tables, trestils, 
greate coffers, cupboards, and all* paynted images upon the 
walls remayne to that lodgyng in perpehiumj all other stuff 
there besydes afore rehersed I wyl be dispoased by the dis- 
credon of myne executours. 

Item I wyll that tyffty pounds stolings, be distributcfd 
amongst my houshold servants aocordyng to the tenour of 
a bill subscribed with myne own hande over and abovc^ 
theyre wages due at the quarter day after my deceas. 

Item to William Bowrman fyve marks by y^e to be paid 
by the mercers aforesaid during his lyf. 

liem I bequethe to Benjamin Dygby my ewer of nlver 
andgUtel 

Item to Henry Digby my lytelL primer covered widi 
green velvet 

Item I bequeth to the church of Cheswyke a vestment of 
whyte damask. 

Item to the diurch of Sandon a vestment of green da- 
mask. 

Item to the chiurch of Lamboum a vestfnoit of bawdkin 
wyth flowers. 

Item to the church of Borne a vestemehL Furthermore 
where I the said John Colett all thyngs abovenam^d bathe 
gyven and bequeathed, nevertbeles yf any thing happenor 
to myne executors to whom I putt my -trust or any just 
cause be seen that the said bequesUs and legacies cannot be 
duly performed that then of the said legacies and. bequests 
be made defalcacion after the discredon of my sidd exe- 
cutours. In which thinge I charge theyre consdence, and 
discharge as the cause from tyme to tyme shall require the 
residue of all my goodes moveable and immoveable, catalls,' 
and detts, not bequeth^d my detts payM and this my present 
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testament fuMIFd in manner and form as is afore rehersed. 
I gyve and bequeth unto myne ei^ecutoifrs Whom I name 
ordeyne and make my moder dame Christian Colett, mais* 
ter William Garrard^ and maister Nicolas Curlews they to 
Older and dispbase them as they shall thynk best to the 
most oomforte of theym that have nede. In wytness vherof 
I have subscribed this testament with myne owne hande the 
day and yere above wryten. These beyng witnesses of the 
sstme syr Robert Asheleyne sub dean 'of the church of 
Pawlis, sir John Rogers almoner of the same, and sir WiU 
liam Taylor prest with other. Hoc testamentum meum de 
bonis meis omnilms, ego Johannes CcieH subscripsi et stiA^ 
signavi mea mami propria die et anno supradicto. 

In Dei nomine amen. This is the testament and last 
will of me John Colet deane of the cathedrall church of 
seinte Pawle in London and sonne and heire of syr Henry 
Colett knyght made the xxiid dale of August in the yere of 
our Lord MD and XIX, and in the Xlth yere of the 
reigne of king Henry the Vlllih, as to the dispioiacion of 
all and angular my manors, mesuages, londei^, and tene* 
iidents, woddes, medowes, lesues, pastures, mores, rbnts, ser- 
vices, hs^reditaments hereunder wryten. 1st I wyl if it hap- 
pen me to deceas oute of this trahsitorie wbrld, lyvyng dame 
Christian Colett shall have and enjoy to her and her as- 
ssgnes duryhg her lyf natural,' all my mesuages londs and 
tenements revercions, and hsBreditances,. in the town' fields 
and paiishe of Wendoveir in the county of Bucks whereof I 
ever during my lyf or any other to my use or for the pei'- 
formance of my last will was seased of a state of fee symple, 
also all my manors of Weldon, Denthorp, Kirkby-Dene, 
Bulwyk and Thyming with all the appurtenances m the 
counties of Northampton and Hunt, which the said syr 
Henry Colet my fader purdiasM of sir William Knyvet 
knygfat my mesuages tenements rents reverdons and ser- 
vices medows lesues meres and pastures also with all other 
rights comoditi^s and appurtenances' set and lying in the 
towns and fields of great Weldon, and lytdl Weldmi in the 
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county of Northampton which the said sir Henry Colett 
my fader purchased of Eusby Catesby and other, also all my 
▼i mesiiages 11 hundred acres of londe 40 acres of medowe, 
XX acres of pasture and xx acres of wood and x#. rent with 
the appurtenance in great Weldon and IjrteU Weldoo in the 
said county of Northampton which the said syr Henry Co- 
lett my fader purchased of Edward Cumberfcnrd also all my 
londs, tenements, woddes, lesues, and pastures with there 
appurtenances in Kirby-Dean and Bulwyke in the county 
of Northampton which the said syr Henry Colett my feuler 
purchasM of Thomas Stok gendeman also the manor of 
Thymyng called Mullesworth mancn* with the aj^urte- 
nances and the advowson of the chuidi of Thymyng sax 
mesuages oon hundred acres of lande xi acres of medowe 
oon hundred acres of pasture and x^. of rent with the ap- 
purtenances in Thymyng in the said county of Hunt, which 
the said sir Henry Colett my fader purchased of Thomas 
MuHesworth, also my two mesuages in the town of Thjrm- 
yng and xxv acres of lond and medow tathe same mesuages 
appertaining which the said or Henry Colett my fader pur- 
chase of Thomas Henson, also my mesuage with a curte- 
lage in the same town of Thjrmyng and half a y ere and iii 
acres of land to the saide mesuage appertain^ with the ap- 
purtenances which the said Henry Colett my fader pur- 
chase of Thomas Newman also all those my lends and te- 
nements rents, services wardes, marriages, relefis, eschestes, 
pightill, and medowes, lesues, pastures, mores, and maresses, 
with all other rygfate, profjts, and comodities to the same 
londes and tenements belongyng or apperteyning in the 
towns feldes and maresse of Clippesby RoUesby Brough 
Billokby Outly Repps Batewick, Martham Askby and 
Cherae or elsewhere within the hundred of East-Fl^ge 
and West-Flegge in the county of Norfolk also I wyll that 
all such persones as shall happen to be feoffed and seased 
to my use the day of my decease in all the said manors 
londes and tenements and other the premises to the said 
dame Cristian bequethM or any parcel of theym, if the 
said dame Cristian over lyve me shall stond and be feoffed 
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to the use of the said dame Cristian during the lyf naturied 
of the ssud dame Cristian. Also I wyl that all such persons 
as shall happen feoff ^d and seased to my use and for the 
performance of my last wyl of and. in all my said manors of 
Weldon Denethorp, Kirkby-Dene, Bulwyke and Thym- 
yng in the county of Northampton and Hunt, with their 
appurtenances which was purchias!*d of syr William Knyvet 
khyght immediately after the decease, of me and of the said 
dame Cristian Col^ my moder shall make astate unto Ed- 
mond Eny vet esq; sergeant porter to our sovereign lord the 
king of and in all the said manors with their membres and 
appurtenances To have and to hold all the said manors with 
all their members and appiutenances to the said Edmunde 
Knyvet and to his heirs of his body lawfully begotten and 
for default of such issue to remayne to Cristofer Knyvet 
brother to the said Edmund and. to the heirs of the body of 
the said Cristofer lawfully begotten And for defaute of such 
issue to remain to Antony Knyvett brother to the said Ed- 
mund and Cristopher and heirs of the body of the said An- 
tony lawfully begotten provided alway that the said Ed- 
mund Knyvet his heirs or whosoever shall fortune to have 
llie said manors of Weldon and other the premises by de* 
myse of this my pres^at will or otherwise shaU truly pay or 
cause to be paid yerly unto William Newbold my servant 
duryng his lyf natural, the annuall rent of 40^. according 
to tenor, form, and effect, of a dede by me to hym thereof 
made beryng date the xii day of May in the xith yere of 
the reigne of king Henry the Vlllth. Also I wyll that all 
such persons as shall happen to be feoff M and seased to my 
use and for the performance of my last will of and in all my 
xnesuages, tenements, rents, reversions and services, medowes, 
lesues, mores and pastures, with all other rights commodi. 
ties and appurtenanpes sett and lying in the town and fields 
of great Weldon and lytell Weldon in the said county of 
Northampton which the said ar Henry Colet my fader pur- 
chasM of the said Eusby Catesby and .other and of and. in 
my said eix mesuages two hundreth acres o£ londs, xi acres 
medowe, xx acres of pasture xx aores of wod and x^. rept 
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with die appurtenances in greate Wddon and lytell Weldon 
in the said county of N<»thainpton which the said syr 
Henry Colet my fader purchased of the said Edward Come- 
berford and of and in all my said londes and tenements 
wodds lesues and pastures with their appurtenances in 
Kirkby Dene and Bulwyk in the said county of North- 
ampton which the said m Henry Colett purchased cf the 
said Thomas Stoke gentleman and of and in all my said 
manor of Thymyng calPd MuUeswortK maner with thap? 
purtenanoe^ and the adrowaon of the churdi of Thymyng 
vi mesoages oon hundreth acres of londe joi acres of me- 
dowe oon hundreth acres in pasture and liS. of rent with 
thappuvtenances in Thymyng in the said county of Hunt, 
which th^ said S3rr Henry Colett my fiider pucchas'^d of the 
said Thokias MuUeswcnth and of and in. my isaid. twob 
mesuages in the same town vof Thymyng and xxv acres of 
lande and medowe to the same mesuage&apperteining which 
the said sir Henry Colett my fader purchased of the stid 
Thomas Henson of and in my said mesuage with acurtdbige 
in the same towne of Thymyng and half a yard and iii 
acres of londe to the same mesuage apperteynyng with 
thappurtenances which the said ar Henry Colett my £ideic 
purchased of the said Thomas. Newman immediately after 
the deceas of me and of the said .dame Cnstian Colett my 
moder^ shall make astate.to the said Cristof(qr Knyretof 
and in all my said mesuages tenements rents reversions and 
services medowes lesues mares and pd&tures with all other 
ryghts comodities and profitts with thap^)ertenances i^tt and 
lying in the townes and felds of greate Weldon and lytell 
Weldon in the said counte of Northampton purchased (^ the 
said Eusby Catesby and other and of and in my said six 
mesuages two hundreth acres of londe :xl acres .o£. medowe 
XX acres of pasture xx, acres of wode and x««jof rent with 
thappurtenances in great .Weldon :and in lytell WeUooii in 
the ^same countie of Northampton piirdiased of the same 
Edward Cumberford and pf and iQ.all.niyJBaid.londsi;ene*- 
ments wodds ]esues.and pastures withitlgnnR appurtenances 
in Kirkby Dene and Bulwyke in the.«ame oountie.of ^ortk- 
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^pton purchased of the same Thomas Stok And of and in 
911 my said maner of Thymyng called Mullesworth maner 
with the appurtenances and the advouson of the chyrche of 
Thymyng six mesuages C acres of londe xii acres medowe 
C acres pasture and xs. of r^nt with thappurtenances in 
Thyrnyng in the said county of Hunt, purchasM of the said 
Thomas Mullesworth And of and, in the said twoo mesuages 
in the same towne of Thyrmyng xxv acres of londe and me* 
dowe to the same mesuages appertaynyng with thappur. 
tenances purchased of the said Thomas Henson And of and 
in my said mesuagp with a curtelage in the same towiie of 
Thyrmyng and half a yarde and iii acres of londe to th^ 
same mesuage apperteyny ng with thappurtenances purchased 
pf the said Thomas Newman To have and to hold .aU t^e 
fame mesuages man^ landes tenements wodds medowes mares 
lesues pastures rents services and reverdons with all and 
angular, the priemisses and appurtenances to the said Cris* 
tofer Knyvet and to the heirs of his body lawfully b^ott^ 
And for defaidte of such issue to remayne to the said Ed? 
i]^und Enyvet and to the heirs of his bodye lawfully begotten 
And for defaulte of such issue to remayne to the said An^ 
tony. Enyvet and to theheires of his l^ye lawfully begotr 
ten Also I wyl that ^11 suche persones as shall hapen to b^ 
seased to my M^e and for the performance of my last will of 
and in all my said mesuages shoppes landes tenements wodd$ 
medowes lesues pastures rents services and revercions with 
theire, appurtenances ip the said towne fieldes and parish^ 
pf Weldoii in the said counte of Buck immediately after 
th^ d^ciea^e of me and of the said dame Cnstyan Colett my 
nioder shall make astate to John Colet the sone of WilliaU^ 
Ci^ett of Wendov^ of and in all my said mesuages shoppes 
landes tenets wodds medowes lesues pastures rents services 
|md reyercions with their appurtenances in the same town^ 
feld£f and parish of Wendav' wherof I duryng my lif or any 
Other to my. use was, greased of. any astate of fee simple To 
hare, and to hold all the same .mesuages shoppes land^$ 
ten'ts woddes medowes lesues pastures irents services and re^ 
▼ercions with their ajfqpurtenapoes to the said John Colett 

D d 4 
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•nd to his bein and asagnes for ever Also I will that all 
audi penones as shall haj^ien to be feoSed and aeased to 
my use of and for the performance of my will of and in all 
thoae my sayd landes tenets rents service wafdes manages 
rdeffes eschets jngfay ts medowes lesues pastures marcB mares 
with all other rights profitts and comodities to the same 
landes and tenets and other the premises bdongyng or ap- 
perteyning in the towns felds and mares of Cappesby Bcd- 
ksby Buigfa BiUokesby Outeb/ Reppis Batwyk Martham 
Askeby and Therae or elsewhere within the hundretb of 
Estflegge and Westflegge in the said countie of Norff. im- 
mediately after the deceas cf me and of the said dame Cris- 
tiane Colett my moder shall make astate to John Neele my 
servant of and in all my said londes and tenets rents services 
wardes mariages reliffes eschets pyghills medowes lesues 
pastures mores maresse with all other r^ts profitts and 
comodities to the same landes and tenements and other the 
premisses belongyng or apperteynyng in the said townes 
feldis and maresse of Chppesby RoUesby Bur^e Billdcby 
Outeby Reppis Batewyke Martbain Askeby and Theme or 
ellswhere within the said hundrethes of Estfl^ge and West- 
fl^ge in the said countie of Norff. to have and to hold all 
the said landes with all and angular the premises and ap- 
purtenaunces to the said John Neale and to his heirs for 
ever Also I woll that all sudie persones as shall happen to 
be feoffed and seased to my use and for the performaunoe 
of my last will of and in all those my vii acres of pasture 
and iiii acres of londe in the parish of Stebunhith in the 
county of Middx. which the said syr Henry Colett my 
fader purchased of Edmond Ratdiff immediately after the 
deceas of me and of the said dame Cristian Colett my 
moder shall make astate to William Bourman my servante 
of and in all the same vii acres of pasture and iiii acres of 
lande to have and to holde all the said vii acres of pasturdi 
and iiii acres of londe to the said William Bourman and to 
his heires and assignes for ever. In wytnes wherof to this my 
pres^it testament and last will concemyng my maners iae^ 
suages landes and tenements and other the premises I hare 
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sett my seale and the same subscribed with myn owne 
hande tlie daye and yere afore wrytten. These beryng 
wytnesse and testymony to the same. Benjamyn Dygby, 
mercer, of London, syr Willi"*m Taylour, syr Robert Hop^ 
wod, prests, and other moo. Hoc testamentum ego Joh^es. 
CdeU stAscripsi mea manu propria et sigiBavi die et aamo 
supraduPis. 

ExhUnCper macros WWUm Garrard et Nichfm Curlews 
executores infra scriptos quinto die mensie Octobris mOXmo 
quingenieeimo dedmo nono pro vero imUgro et ultimo to* 
tamento ac ultima vohmtate ipsius d^ncH eaBcept\ ^c. 

[E curia pr<Brogaf Ayhoffe 19.] 
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Catdlogus librorum in bibliotheca schci(B Paulma. 

FOLIO. 

AbarbaneUs (Isaaci) Comment, in Pentateuch. Hem. 1710, . 
Adricmnii (Christ.) TheatrumTemesanctie. Cologn^Agrip.^ 

16S8. 
JSscfayli Tragoedis 6r. Lat. StanldL Zond. 1664. 

' Stanleii etiam editio. 

Appiani Rom. Hist. 6r. Lat. H Steph. 1698- 
ApoUonii Grammatic. Herod, de Numeris Grsece et Theo- 

dori Introduct. Gram. L 4. et de mensibus, JpudAldum. 

1627. 
Aristophanis Comcedise Gr. Lat. Eusteri. Amst 1710. 
■ Iterum Gr. Lat cum Schol. Antiq. AU. 1606. 

Arriani Hist. Gr. Lat. per G. Stuckium. Lugd. 1577. 
Arrianus de Expeditione Alexandri. H. Steph. 1575. 
Athensei Deipnosophistae Gr. Lat. Ciasauboni. Lugd. 1657. 
Aulus Gellius— ^£d. Schureri, Argent, cui adjiciuntur varii 

Tractatus Latine, Jamblichi, Frocli, Porphyrii, Synesii^ 

Pselli, Alcinoi, Speusippi, Pythagoras, Xenocratis, Mer- 

curii Trismegisti, Marcilii Ficini, &c. Apud Aid, Ven. 

1616. 
Bacon^s (Fran. Lord) Advancement of Learning. 
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Bitrdrmdi Leziooii Oeogiaphicum. Par. 1G70. 

Bi^le^t Hiiilnriffiil aod Critical Didioiiary, 4 vol. in Eog. 

Umd. 1710. 
Biblt (Aidibp. Cnmmo'i) 
La BiUe Ffboc« avec Annotadoiis. 
BiUia Lat. Junii ei Tremdlii* 
Biblia Sacra Lat. Tig. 1643. 
■ Poly^otta, per B. Waltoo, 6 vol. 
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Pcd jglotta, 5 ToL per B» Walton. 



Bocharti (Sam.) Hierosoicon, sen jde Animalib. S. S« Scrip- 
tune, S Tol. iMgd. Bai. 1692. 

Sacra, sen Phal^ et Canaan. lb. 1692. 



Brady's (Rob.) History of England. Land. 1685. 
— ^— Introduction to English History. lb. 1684. 
Brodaei (Joan.) Epigrammata Graeca. Franc. 1600. 
Budiei (Gul.) Comment. Ling. Gr. R. Steph. 1548. 
■■ in Pandectas Commentarii. Apud Vascov. 1556. 

Burnet's (Gilb.) Memoirs of Duke Hamilton. 1677. 
Buxtarfii (Jo.) Coocordantia Hebraica. Bos. 1632. 
Caesaris (JuL) Comment, per S. Clarke, turn fig. Ltmd. 

1712. 
Calejnni Dicdonariom 11 liuguarum. Bos. 1598. 
Calvini (Joan.) Lexicon Juridicum. den. 1665. 
Capella de Nuptiis Philolog. et MercuriL Bos. 1532. 
Caarii (Dion.) Hist Bom. Gr. Lat LeundaviL Han. 1606. 
CasteUi (Edm.) Lexicon Heptaglotton, 2 voL Ltmd. 1669. 
Cavei (Gul.) Historia literaria, 2 vol. (Ch. Mag.) Land. 

1688. 
Cedreni Annales Gr. Lat. Bos. 1566. 
ChurchilPs (Winston) Divi Britannid. Lond. 1675. 
Chrysostomi Orationes Gr. Lat IaM* 1684. 
Ciceroms Opera ex Recensione Tho. Gale (Ch. Mag.) 

Lmd. 1684. 

2 vol. 

■ , ■ Epist. Fam. Varior. Ccnnment Ven. 1500. 
■ De natura Deorum cum Comment. Par. 1660. 

Clarendon (Lord) Hist, of the grand Rebellion. Oxford, 

1702, 
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Collection of Voyages and Travels, 4 vol. Lond^ 1704. 
CoDciones sive Orationes ex 6r. Latinisque Historids ex- 

oerptie. H. Steph. 1570. 
Constantini (Rob.) Lexicon Gr. et Lat. Gen. 1607. 
Corpus Poetarum Latinorum per Mattaire. Lond. 1713. 
Daniel's (Sam.) Collection of the Hist, of England. Lond. 

1621 . 
Davisii Ant. Ling. Britan. Dictionarium. lb* 1632. 
Dausqinbland (Claud.) Orthograpbia Lat. Serm. Par. 

.1677. 
Demostheiiis et 'iEschinis Opera €kr. Lat. Frame. 1604. 

Iterum. AU. 1607. 

Diodorus Siculus Gr. Lat. Rhodomani. lb, 1604. 
Dionys. Halicam. Opera Gr. Lat. per Hudson, 2 vol. Ox(m. 

1696. 

■ — Antiq« Rom. Gr. Lat Sylburgii. Franc. 

1596. 

Du^lale (Sir William) View of the TnmUes of Engknd. 
Eliae Levitse Diction. Hebr. et Chald. per P. Fagium. 

Bcbs. 1541. 
Epistolse Graecanicte a S. Cujacio Lat. donat. Aiar. 1606. - 
Erasmi Adagia. Han. 1617. 
Euclidis Opera ex Rec. Dav. GrqgoriL Owtm, 1703. 
Euripides Gr. Lat per Jos. Barnes.: . Cami, 
Eusebii, Socratis, &c. Hist £ccles.'JLatine. , JB0W.1587. 
Eusebii Thesaurus Temporum.' AjfxL 1658. 
Fabyan'^s Chronicle 4>f England- 1583. 
Ferrarii JLexicon Geographicum. 1657. 
Fowler^s Hist, of Suedihmd and Poland. 
Fresne (du. Car.) Chronicon Paichale. Par. 1687. 

■ Glossarium Grsecum, % vol. Lugd. 1688. 
Frobenii (Lud.) Penu TuUianum collectum ex operibus 

suis. Hamb, 1619. 
Fuller's (Tho.) History of the holy War. LomL 163(9,, 
Germaniae Histcnici Illustres, cura Chr. Ursdsii. Franc. 

1685. 
Germanlcaruin Rerum scriptores, 4 Vetustiores. Fr. 1566. - 
Veteresa i6ii.l607. 
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Grennaoicaruin Veteres ex Biblioth. Justi RuberL Franc. 

158a 

Aliquot infflgnes ex Biblioth. FieherL Ibid. 

1600. 
Idem Liber. Ibid, 
Genuanici scriptores ex Biblioth. Ja Pistons, % voL Franc. 

1687. 
Gesneri Bibliotheca Universalis. Tig. 1545. 

■ Epitome Bibliothecse per Jo. Simlerum. Tig. \6S&. 

■ Pandects et Partitiones Universales. Und. 1648. 
Golii (Jac.) Lexicon Arabico^Latinum. Lugd. Btxt. 1668. 
Groltzii (Hub.) Imperatorum Romanorum Icoiies. Antv. 

1646. 
Graevii (Jo. Geor.) Thesaurus Antiquitotum Romanarum, 

IS vol. Lugd. Bat. 1694. 
Graftmi^s Chronicle of England. Lond. 1669* 
Grew's (Neh.) Rarities of Gresham College. Ibid. 1681. 
Gronovii (Jac) Thesaurus Antiquitatum GraBcanmiy 13 vol. 

Lugd. Bat. 1697. 
Gruteri Inscriptiones, S vol. Afnsi. 1711. 

■ Inscriptiones Romanae. Apud Comd. 1616. 
Guillim^s Display of Heraldry. 

Gunton^s History of the Church of Peterburgh. Zo9idL1686. 
Gussetii (Jac.) Comment. Ling. Hebr. Amst. 17QS. 
Gyraldi Lilii Opera. Baa. 1680. 
Hall's Chronicle of England. Lond. 1660. 
Harris's Lexicon Technicum, % vol. Land. 1716. 
Heinai (Dan.) Exercitationes ad N. Test. L. B. 1689. 
Helvicus, Christ's Chronology. Lond, 1687. 
Herbert's (Lord) Life of K. Henry VIII. 1688. 
Herodotus Gr. Lat. per Tho. Gale. Land. 1679. 
Herologia Anglica seu clarissim. Virorum vivse Effigies Vitae 

et Elogia per Hollandum. Arriheim. 
Heylyn's (Pet.) Cosmography. Lond. 1670. 
Higdeni R. Polychronicon in Eng. Lond. 1627. 
Hist. Anglicanae scriptores per Gale, 2 vol. Oxon. 1691- 
— — -> Augusts scriptores 6 Salmasii. Par. 1620. . 
Hoffmanni Lexicon Universale, 4 vol. Bos. 1677. 
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Hoflinaimi Lexicon Univensale^ S*vol. Bos. 

Holinshed^s Chronicle of England, S vol. Z/mil. 1S87. 

Holyday^s (Bart.) Juvenal, with notes. 

Homeri Opera Gr. Lat. Spondani. 

' Opera Comment. Eustathii. ' RomcB 1554. 

■ ' ■ ■ ejusdem Conunent. in 18 posteriores lib. Iliados. 

Ibid. 
— . 8 vols. JSas. 1560. 



cum Scholiis Antiq. Grsece. RomcB 1517* 



Horatius cui adjicitur Terentius. J?om^ 1475. 

Hyde (Tho.) Catalogus Librorum Biblioth. Bodleianae. 

Oxon. 1674. 
Jamblichus Gr. Lat. per Tho. Gale. OjMm, 1678. 
Index Universalis. 

Johnston^s Excellency of the Eng. Monarchy. Lond. 1686. 
Johnstoni Historia Naturalis, 4 vol. 
Josephi Historia Gr. Lat. Oxon. 1687. 
Isaacson^s (Hen.) Chronological Tables. Lond. 1633. 
Isocratis. Opera Gr. Lat. H. Steph. 159S. 
Justiniani Fab.. Index Universalis Alphabeticus Locorum 

Communium. Rom. 1612. 
Labbei (Phil.) Bibljiotheca Librorum Manuscriptorum, 

2 vol. Par. 1657- 

Glossaria Gr. Lat. Ibid. 1679. 

Iterum. Ibid. 1678. 

Laurentii Amalthea Onomastica. Lugd. 1664. 

Lazius de Gentium aliquot Migrationibus. Franc. 1600. 

Libanii Sophistee Prseludia Oratoria Gr. Lat 2 vol. Par. 

1606, 
Livii T. Historia Rom. 
— Sigonii Emendationibus. Aid. 1555. 
Loydii Dictionarium Historicum Geographicum;. Ox. 1671. 
Luciani Opera .Gr^ Lat. Bourdelotii Par. 1615. 
Lycophron Gr. Lat. per Potter. Oxon. 1697. 
Macri Hierolexicon sive sac. Dictionarium. Rom. 1677. 
Maggii Mar. Syntagmata Ling. Oriental Rom. 1640. 
Magius de Mundi Exustione et die Judicii. Ba^. 1562. 
Martialis cum Raderi Notis. 
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MartinH (Math.) Lexiood HnUogm^ Frtmt.l6BB. 
Mekncthonb (Ph.) Tha Mori, et LmL Yhr. Epistofe. 

Lomd^lBBSL 

Cliromcop Cahiompcrc MiMl ei iL fFi£Bfr.l572. 

Melech R. Solom in locft adecta et dEfliciBara Sac ScripL 

cum Spkrilegio Abmdamae. Jmsi. 1661. 
Mercator's and Hondius's Atlas, 2 toI. Ibid. 16S3. 
Mercer (Jo.) m Pioverbia. Gen* 197S. 
Milles^s Catalogue oi Honour. Land. 1610. 
Millii N. Testamentum Gnecum. Oxan. 1707. 
Moirs Compleat Geographer, l/md. 1709. 
Montfaucon Pakeognqphia Graeca. Par, 1706. 
Montfauoon^B Antiquities, translated by David Humphreys, 

6 voL Lcmd. 1721. 
Munsteri (Seb.) CosoM^^raphia. Biu. 1559. 
Mussati Alb. Hist. Augusta Hen. 7. Caesaris et alia quae 

extant Opera. Ven, 16S6. 
Nathan. R. Concordantia Hebraica. Bos. apud Frob, 
Nizolii Thesaurus Ciceronianus, 2 vol. Bos. 1612. 
Oratorum Veterum Orationes Gr. Lat. JET. Steph. 1575. 
Ortelii (Abr.) Theatrum Orbis Terrarum. AfU. 1597. 
Ovidii Opera Varior. Comment. 2 vol. Franc. 1601. 
-^— Fasti, de Tristibus, &c. Constantii Comment. 
Pagnini (Sixt.) Thesaurus Linguae sanctae. Lugd. 1575. 
Paris M. Historia Anglica. Ed. W. Watt Lcmd. 1684. 
Pausanifle Graeciae Descriptio Gr. Lat Ha/H. 1613^ 

' Idem. lApa. 1696. 

Peroti (Nic.) Cornucopia seu com. Ling. Lat. Bos. 1521. 

Perrault, Architecture per Jo. James. 

Pearson on the Creed. Ijond. 1723. 

Petiti (Sam.) Leges Atticae. Par. 1636. 

Philostrati Opera Gr. Lat. Ibid. 1608. 

Photii Bibliotheca Gr. Lat. Rothom. 1635. 

Pierii (Joan.) Hieroglyphica. Lugd. 1610. 

Pighii Annales Romanorum, 2 vol. Antw. 1615. 

Pindar Gr. Lat. Oopon. 1697. 

Pitt's (Moses) English Atlas, 4 vol. Ibid. 1680. 

Plinii Historia Naturalis. Apud Sa/ntandr. 1582. 
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Plott's Natural Histo^ g£ Staffordshire. 

]|^tarchi Opera 6r. Lat' Edit. Rualdi, 2 voL Par. 16S4 

Poetae Grseci Heroid, 2 vol. Gen. 1606. 

PoUucis (Jul.) Onomastic. Qt, Lat ^ vci. Jmst^ 1706. 

Polybius Gr. Lat. Casaubotti. Par.WOd. •, 

Procli in Platonis TimascHi Comment. Grsece. 

Psalterium Hebr. Gr. et Lat. San. I6I3. 

— — — Quincuplex Gallic. Roman. Heb. Vet. conciliat. 

if. ^^A. 1618. 
PurdiasV(Sam.) Pilgrim, 4 vol. Lond. 16S5. 
Quiittiiiani Institutionei^ Orator, et Declam. Col. 15S1. 

" ■ Opera. Apud Parv. 1649. 

Reineccii (Reineri) Historia Julia, 2 vol. Helm. 1696. 

Sjmtagma de Famil. quae in Monarch. '3 prioribus 

Rerum potitae sunt. B<is. 

Syntagma Inscriptionum Antiquarum. lAps. 168S. 



Aicciardi Buxiani Commehtaria symbolica. Ven. 1591. 

Rom. Hist, scriptores Lat. S vol. 

■ ■ ■* ' Scriptores Graeci, Sylburgii. Frcmc. 1690. 
Salma^i (Claud.) Plihianae Exercitationes in J. Solini Poly- 

histora, 2 vol. Par. 1689. 
Scaligeri (Jul.) Poetices, lib. 7. Apud Vincent. 1661. 
Scapulae (Joan.) Lexicon Gr. Lat. 
Sallengre (Joan. Albert.) Nov. Thesaur. Antiquit. Rom. 

cimi fig. HagtB-ComitumYtl^. 
Schindleri (Val.) Lexicon Pentaglotton. Ha/n. 1612. 
Scotus de Divisione Naturae. Oxon. 1681. 
Septuaginta Graece. Aid. 1618. 
Shelley's (G-eo.) Penman'^s Magazine. Lond. 1706. 
Sherburne's (Edw.) Translation of ManiliuSi 1676. 
Sigonius (Car.) de Regno Italiae. Fr. 1691. 
Simsoni (Edw.) Chronicon Catholicum. Oxon. 1662. 
Skinher's (Steph.) Etymolog. Ling. Anglic. Lond. 1671. 
Somneri (Gul.) Diction. Saxonic. Ang. Lat. Oxon, 1669. 
Spanhemius (Ezek.) de Praestant. et Usu Numisttiatiim. 
. Zcwd.1706. 

Speed's (John) Chronicle of England. Ibid. 1632. 
Statins cum Comment. 
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Stephanus de UTbibiu 6r. Lat Amsi. 167& 

Stephani (Hai.) TlieflMinis 6r. Ling, cum Glotsario^ 4 rci. 

I Appendix Libdlorum ad Tlieflaur. pertinentium. 

Stephani (R.) Thesaurus Liogu« Lat % vol. R. Skj^. 

1548 
Strabcnus Geographia Gr. Lat 8 vol. Jnui. 1 707. 
I Idem. CaaaubonL Par. 1690. 

Stiype^s (Jdin) Annals of the Reformation. 1709. 
Suidse Lex. Gr. Lat ab Mm. Port S voL Col. Jl. 1619. 
— ^— -— — — — Kusteri, 8 vol. Cantab. 1705. 
Surenhusii (Gul.) Mischna Heb. Lat 6 vol. AmH. 1698. 
Sylburgii (Fred.) Etymolog^con Gnecum. Cornel. 1594. 
Tadtus, (Com.) et Vel. Paterculus Lipsii. Afnst. 1648. 
Terentius, cui adjicitur Horatius. Ram. 1475. 

Idem. Par. Tyjpog. Reg. 1642. 

Themistii Orationes Gr. Lat ex Edit Harduini. Par. 1684. 

Tlieocritus, &c. Gneoe. Ex Edit Aid. 

Theodori Introd. Gram. lib. 4. et de Mensib. Gr. et ApoL 

lonii Grammat et Herodian. de Numeris. AH, 1527. 
Thesaur. Comuoopiae, et Horti Adonidis Gr. ApudAld, 
Thuani Hist sui Temporis, 4 vol. Par. 1604. 
Thucydides Gr. Lat Franc. 1594. 
— — — — per Hudson. Oxon. 1696. 
Tillotson's (Archbp.) Posthum. Sermdns, 2 vol. 1712. 
Trittenham de Scriptoribus Eoclesiasticis. Bae. 1494. 
TyrelPs (James) Greneral History of England. Lofid. 1697. 
^Vegetius, &c. de Re Militari; Luiei.^ 1582. 
Virgilius cum Notis de la Cerda, 8 vol. Cohn. Agrip. 1647. 
— — Servii Comment Ven. 1522. 
p Servii, &c. Notis. 

Ver^lii Polyd. Historia Anglica. Ba^. 1534. 
Vitruvii Architectura. Apud Ebiev. 1649. 

• From this very book John 1724-5, by an old dergjnnan, who 

Charchill, icholar of this school, said he was a cotemporary scholar, 

afterwards the renowned duke of was then well acquainted with faim, 

Marlborough, first learnt the de- and frequently smr him read it This 

ments of the art of war ; as was told I testify to be true. 6. North. 
to me, G. North, on St. Paul's day. 
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Vossii (Jo. Ger.) Etjrmologicon ling* Lat. Dugd^ 1664. 
UrtfnologioD, sdve systema Vaf. Atithor. de Sphaera ac Side- 

ribus, Gr. Lat. Par. 1630. 
Wallis's (John) Treatise of Algebra. Lohd. 1685. 
WeUs' (Edw.) Maps of the World. 
Wood (Ant) Historia et Aiitiquit Univer^. Oxon. Oopon. 

1674. 
Wormii (OL) Anftiquitates DaniciB. Haai, 1661. 
Xenbphoims Opera Gr. Lat LeunctayiL Poor. 16S5. 
Yorkers Union of Honour. 1640. 

QUARTO. 

Bei Agrarifls Auetores Legesque variie cum Grpecu et Bi- 

galtii Notis. Amst. 1674. 
Amirse (Geo.) Edeniensis Gram. Chald. Rom. 1596. 
Anthologia Graeca. H. Steph. 1566. 
Apdl; (Aiex.) de Constructione Orajioms. Franc. 1590. 
Apollonii DyiScol. Alexatid. Historia Commentitia a Meur- 

sio. Lugd. Bait. 16^0. 
Aiistoteles de Arte Rhetorica, lib. 3. Greece. FrcXt. 1529. 
— — — cui praefi^tur Nicandri Theriaca Gr. Lat cum 

Comment Cclogn. 1530. 
Auctores Ling. Lat Notis D. Gothofredi C. All. 16S2. 
Balsei (Joan.) illustrium Majoris Britannise scriptorum sum- 

miu^um. VesaL 1549. 
Bensoni (Thom.) Vocabularium Anglo-Saxonicum. Oxon. 

1701. 
Bertrami (Com.) Comparatio Gram. Heb. et Arabics?. Gen. 

1574. 
Bible English. Oxfbrdy 1719. 
Biblia Hebraica. 

2 vol. 

Bocharti (Sattu) Phaleg. From. 1674. 

Bodleianse BibEothecae Catal. Librorum per James. Oxon. 

leao. 

Brissonius (Bamab.) de Formulia et Solemn. Pop. Rom. 

Franc. 1592. 

E e 
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Bu6m (GuI.) Epist Gr. Lat. 

Buxtorfii (Ja) LexkoD ChaUbdcum et Syriacum. Bos. 

1622. 
Buxtorfii (Ja) Tiberias me C<Hiiiiieiit. MaaoreChL Bm. 

1620. 
Bythneri (Victo.) Lyra Prophetica. Land. 1664. 
Ciesans Comment, ex Rec Jo. Davimt. Cant 1706. 
Callimachus Gr. Lat Fabri Notis. Par. 1677. 
Carve. (Thomas) de Orig. Morib. et Ritibtis Gentis Hiber- 

nicfle. 1666. 
Cellarii (Christoph.) Nodtia Orlns Andq. Gr. Lat 2 vol. 

Cani. 170S. 
CliartariiXmapnesDeorumquiab Antiq.oolebantur. L/ugd. 

1681. 
Chromoon Alexandrinum Gr. Lat ex Edit BaderL Jtfbf» 

1616. 
Cicero de Officiis cum Ascensii Comment Lugd, 1618. 
Cluverii (Phil.) Geographia Bunonis Notis. Wolfeni. 1694. 
Claudianus, cum Barthii Comment Franc. 1660. 
Corpus Poetarum Veterum^ 2 vol. Gen. 1627. 
Danet^s Diction, of the Gr. and Rom. Antiq. Lond. 1700. ~ 
Draudii (Georg.) Bibliotheca Classica, sive Catalogus offici- 
nalis. Franc. 1626. 
Duporti (Jac) Psalmi Greece. Gant. 1666. 
Eliez (Edvardi G.) Tractatus Talmudid. Hamb. 1706. 
Ennii Q. Fragmenta Hesselii, Columnar, et aliorum Notis. 

Jmst 1707. 
Evangelia Gothica et Anglo-SaxonicaEdit Maresdialli, cui 

adjicitur Glossarium Gothicum. Dord. 1666. 
Euripidis Tragoedise aliquot Notis Brodsei. Paris. 
Eusebii Chronicon. H. Steph. 1618. 
Fabri (Tanad.) Epistolae. Salmur. 1669. 
Ferrarius (Octav.) de Re Vestiaria. fig. Pdtiav. 1686. 
Freherus de Regibus Siciliae et Apuleiae. Han. 1611. 
Gallutii, Sabini, Virgilianae Vindicationes, &c. Rom. 1621. 
Gatakeri (Thorn.) de N. Testam. stylo Dissertatio. Lond. 

1648. 
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Gibsoni (Edmund.) Chronieon Saxonicum. Owon. 169S. 
Grabd (Ernest.) Spicilegium Patrum, S vol. (Ch. Mag.) 

Oamh. 1699. 
Grsevii (Geor. Joan.) Syntagma Var. Dissertat Rarioriun. 

Ultraj. 1702. 
Grammaticse Lat. Auctores Antiqui Ed. Putschii. Hem. 

1605. 
Grant {Ed.) Spicilegium Gr.Linguas. • 

Gutherius (Jacob.) de Veteri Jure Pontificio Urbis Romae. 

Par. 1612. 
Harpocrationis Lexicon Gr. Ibid. 1620. 
————— Lexicon decem Oratorum Notis Blancardi^ 

>Maustad et Valesii. Lugd. Bat. 1683. 
Hesiodus, Graece, Heinsii. 
Hesychii Lexicon Gr. Accur. Corn. Schrevelio. Lugd. Bat. 

1668. 
Heylyn's (Peter) Description of the great World. Lond. 

1689. 
Hickesii (Georg.) Grammatica Anglo-Saxonica. Oxon. 

1689. 
Homeri Ilias Gr. Lat. per Jos. Barnes. Cantab. 1711. 
— Odyssea Gr. Lat per Jos. Barnes. Ibid. 1711. 
Horatius Rich. Bentleii Notis. Cant. 1711. 
Hottingeri (Joan. Henric.) Etymologicum Orientale. Franc. 
: 1661. 

• ." ■ Gram. 4 ling. Heb. Chald. Syr. et Arab. Herd. 

1669. 

Thesaur. Philol. sen Clavis Scripturse. Tig. 1649. 



Hyde (Thom.) Hist. Relig. Veter. Persarum. Oa?ow. 1701. 
Jamblichus in Nicomachi Geraseni Arithmeticam Introd. 

et de Fato, Notis Tennulii et Joachimi Camerarii. Amst. 

1668. 
• ■ ■ de Vita Pythagorse Notis Kusteri et Ulrici Ob- 

rechti cui adjicitur Porphjrrius de Vita Pythag. Notis 

Holstenii et Ritterhusii. Amst. 1707. 
Index Homericus. 
Josephus Giirionides Hebraice et Latine Breithaupti Notis. 

1707. 
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4M0 MISCELLANIES 

Juliani Impentaris Opera 6r. Lat. Pnr. 1600. 
Jiirenalit Hemwim Nods. UUng. 1689. 
•— ^^— - Mancinelli et B. Aflcenai Nods. Lagd. 1515. 
ddieri (Conrad.) Conoordantia Vet Test Heb. et Ghnec. 

8 Tol. Frtmc. 1607. 
Lanquet^s Efntome of Chronicles, land. 1569. 
Leslieiu (Joan.) de Origine Scotorum. AmsU 1675. 
Leusdeni (Joan.) Claris Hebr. Vet. Test Ultfc^. 1683. 
Lipeii (Just) Opera quae ad Critica qiectant Anto. 1585. 
Lucani Pharsalia Hortenai Notis. Bca. 
Lydii (Jacob.) Syntagma de Re MiKtan. DordredU. 169& 
Marcellini Am. Historia ValesL Par. 16S6. - 
Meibomii (Marc.) Antiq. MuncsB AucUhtcs 6r. Lat Amsk 

1652. 
Mercatoris Atlas Minor. Amh. 16S1. 
Meuroi (Jo.) Aristoxenus, Nicomachus, &c Lugd.BaL\Si6. 
■ Athense Batavae cum fig. 
— *— Denarius Pythagoricus. Lugd, Bai. 1681. 
Eleumnia Ibid. 1619. 

■ Lectiones Atticae. Ibid. 1617. * 

Panathenaea. Ibid. 1610. 

de Archontibus Athen. Ibid. 16S2. 

— — de Fe^s Graecorum. . Ibid. 

de Fortuna Athenarum. Ibid. 1622. 

de Legibus Attids. Rhen. 1685. 

— — de Populjs Atticis. Lugd. Bat. 1616. 

de Senatu Areopagitico. Ibid. 1624. 

de R^no Attico. Amat. 16SS. 

Laconico. W^. 1687. 

Montfaucon (Bernard.) Diarium Italicum. Piir.. 1702. 
Moscopulus de examinand. Oradtxie Gr. R. Sieph. 1545. 
Muratorii Anecdota Grasca. Patav. 1709. 
Neandri Opus Aureum et Scholasticum continet Pythagore 

carmina, Phocylidis, Theognidia, Tryphiodori, &c. Poe- 

mata Gr. Lat. lAps, 
Nicandri Theriaca AJexipharm. Gr. Lat cum comment 

Col. 1520. 
■ cui adjicitur Aristotelis Rhetorica Gr. Frob^^ 1529.. 



NUMBER XXI. 421 

NiuiusisAtft cum fig* Abhatis de Ci^mps. 

Oooonis (Adolph.) Imp. Rom. Numismata. Atig. Vind.VSO\. 

Othoxuft (Ge9.) Palaestra Linguar. Oriental. Fr'a/nc. 1708. 

Ovidii Metamorphosis .Commeojt. Ztignd. 1519* 

.Outram (GuU) de S^oificUs. rLtmd. 1677. 

Pagi (Ant*) DiaaeitatiQ Hypatica^ seu de Consulibus Cae- 

sareis. Lugd,Ji^% \. . 
Palladii Historia Lausdaca Gn»ca Notis Meurai. lAigd. 
. «a#..16m 
Palmerii (Joan.) in Auctores Griec. Exerdtationes. Lugd. 

Patiick^a ' (Bishop) Comment on the BiMe, in eight vo- 
lumes. 

Pentateuchus Ajtahice; Lugfk. Bat 162S. 

Perdus Pithj^ Midrcelli, &e. Comment. Lut 1601. 

IHgnorii (Laurent.) de Servis Comment fig. Vind. 1613. 

Pindari Opera Gr. Lat Schmidii. Franc. 1616. 

Plautus Lambini Comment Aur. 1605. 

Plinii Epist. et Panegyricus Catansei Comm. Gen. 1625. 

Pjgalteriym Arabice et Lat Edit Vict Sdalac. et Gabriele 
Sionita. Mom. 1614, 

Rdnesii (Thorn.). Varise. Lectiones. Altenb. 1640. 
': Epistolse. Lips. 1660. 
■ Epistolae ad C. Daumium. Jen. 1670. 

.. • J ■ ... ad Nesteros. Lips. 1670. 

Rigaltii (Nicolai) Glossarium tacticum, &c. Lutet. 1601. 

Bdbertsoni Thesaurus Ling, sanct Lond. 1680. 

Romni (Joan.) Antiquitates Romanae fig. fjugd. Bat. 166S. 

Rutgersii (Jani) Variarum Lectionum lib. 6. Lugd. Bent. 
1618. 

Sallustius cum Cc»nment. 
' W Rec. Jos. Wasse. Ca/nt. 1710. 

. SnUnasii (Claud.) Epistolse. Lugd. Bat 1656. 

—— de Re Militari. Lugd. Bat 1667. 

Stialigeri (Jos.) Opuscula Varia. Par. 1610. 

Schaaf (Car.) Lexicon Syria^um. Lugd. Bat. I709v 

Schj^i (Aaditse) Adagia sive Proverbia Grseca. Ant. 1612. 

E e 9 
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Sdiroderi (Jon. Joaodi.) Theaaur. Ling. Armenian. Amti, 

1661. 
Sootti (Bobert) BibliopoL Lond. Catakgns Lifaranmi es 

▼arils Eun^. part, advect Land. 1674l 
Seamani (Gulielm.) Grammatica Ling. Turcic. Oxtm. 1670. 
Senece Tragcediae Comment. DebriL Par. 1690. 
Sherzer Trifolium Orientale. Lips. 166S. 
Siculi (Diodori) HistoriaGraBoe. Bos. 
Somner'*s (WilL) Antiquities of Canterbuiy. Lcmd. 1640. 
Sophocles Grece H. Stephani. H. SUfh. 1568. 
Statins Barthii Animadversionibus, StoL Gygn. 1664. 
Stephani (H.) de bene instituend. Gr. Ling.^Studiis. H.S. 

1586. 
Suetonius Torrentii Comment. Ani. 1591. 
Terentio (II) Latino Coment in Ling. Toscana. ' Yen. 1548. 
Tbemistii Orabcmes Gr. LaL PetaviL Par. 1618. 

Ad Thuani Historiam Index. Gen. 1634. 
Tractatus Talmudid dicti Schabath. cum Comment. Lips. 

1661. 
Tullius (Thorn.) de Justificatione Paulina. Oscon. 1674 ' 
Tumebi (Adrian.) Adversaria. Aw. 1604. 
Vaillant (Jo.) Numismata Imperat. Rom. Par. 1694. 
Valla (Laurent.) de Elegantia Lat. Ling. Paris, R. Sieph. 

1641. 
Vemey (Joan.) Thesaur. cultse Latinitatis adomatus. Gaud. 

1703. 
VetusTestamentum GraecexVers. 70 Interpret Lond.l6SS. 
Vinnii (Arnold.) Comment, in quatuor Libros Imper. Insti- 

tutionum. Amst 1665. 
Vossius de Vitiis Sermonis. Franc. 1666. 
Vossii (Jo. Ger.) Rhetorica. Lugd. Bat. 1630. 

Aristarchus, sive de Arte Gram. Amst. 1662L 

Wasei (Christoph.) Senarius, sive de Legib. Vet. t^oetarum. 

Oxon. 1687. 
Whitintonus (R.) de octo partibus Orationis, cui adjidtur 

Accidentia Stanbrigiana. 1524. 
Wower (loan.) de Pdymathig Tractatio. Frob. 1603. 
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OCTAVO. 
Alexandri ab Alexandre Geniales Dies. Han. 1610. 
Almeloveen (Theod. ab) Fasti Consulares. Amst. 170& 
Alvarii (Emm.) Grammatica Lat. Antv. 1575. 
Antoninus Gr. Lat. Casauboni. Lond. 1643. 
Apollodorus Gr. Lat. Tan. Fabri edit. Salm. 1661. 
Apollodorus cui adjiciuntur Conon Grammat. Ptolemseus 

Hephest. F. Parthenius et Anton. Liberalis. f^. Gale. 

Par. 1675. 
Apollonius Pergseus de sectione rationis per Halley. Qxon. 

1716. 
Aristidis Orationes Gr. Lat. P. Steph. 1603.. 
Bartholini (Thorn.) Anatomia, cum fig. Lugd. Bed. 1669* 
Bellarmin. (Rob.) de Scriptoribus Ecclesiasticis. Q.Agr. 

1622. • 
Berosi Antiquitates. WVUeb. 1612. 
Biblia Hebraica, cum triplici Targum in Pentateuch. 

2 vol. 
Buchanani (Dav.) Historia Animae Humanse. 1636. 
Bulenger. (Julius Caesar) de Conviviis. Lugd. 1627. 
Busbequii (Aug.) Epistolae. 
Buxtorfii (Joan.) de Abbreviaturis Hebr. cui adjicitur Bib« 

liotheca Rabbin. Bas. 1640. 
■ > ■ Lexicon Hebraicum. Amst. 1654< 
Bythneri (Victorini) Clavis Ling, sanct. Ca/aU 1648. 
Csesaris Comment. A, Gryph. 1586. 
Callimachus Gr. Lat. Varior. 2 vol. Graevii Spanhem. et 

Bendeii Notis. Ultraj.imi. 
Cavei (Gulielm.) Cartophylax Ecdesiasticus. Lond. 1685, 
Ciceronis Opera Joan. Georg. Groevii Notis. 2 vol. Amst. 

1699. 
— — — Cato Major, de Amidtia, &c. Varior. 

Epist. Fam. Varior. 2 vol. Atnst. 1677. 

' de Offiais. 

■■ De Oratore per Tho. Cockman. Oxon. 1696. 

■ Academicae et Tusculanae Qusestiones et de Finibns, 
apud Gryph. JL/ugd. 1574. . 

■ I Tuscul.- Disputationes per Davis. Canii. 1709* 

£ e 4 



4t4 MISCELLANIES. 

Clenardi (Nk.) Epistols. C. Flani. IS66. 

' Grammalica Gneca. 
Cnicii (Lud.) TragoediaB et Camoedis qiuedam date in 

Colleg. ConimbrioeiMi. hugi* 1605* 
Demoftthenis de Corona et JSachinb in Ctenpbont. Ora- 

tiones 6r. Lat. Oxon* 
Dkmymi Periqpesis 6r. Lat. cum Eustathii C<Hnment. 

Oxon. 1697. 
Dodwelli (Hen.) Annates Velldanie. 
Donati (Maicelli) et Steph. Pilucidationes in Historic, ali- 
quot Romanos. 
Eraami Paraj^raas in Evang. Lucie. Anto. 1541. 
Euripidis Tragoedise Gr. Lat. per W. Piere (Ch. Mag.) 

Can^. 1708. 
Eutropius Gr. Lat edit. Tho. Heame. Oxon. 1703* 
Fabrieii (Jo.) Bibliotheca Latina. Ijmd* 1708. 
Galei (Hio.) Opuscula MythoL Phys. et Ethic. AnuL 

1688. f 

— Rhetores Grsci. 
Genealogicon Latinum. Lend. 1711« 
Geograph. Vet. Script. Gr. Min. 8 vol. Oxon. 1708. 
Goldasti (Melch.) CenturiaEpist. Philol. Var. Viror. Franc. 

1610. 
Gordon^s (Pat) Geographical Granunar. Lond. 1711. 
Grammatics Rudimenta Lat. Metric. Lond, 1688. 
Diction. Franc, et Lat per M. P. Brosses. Gen. 162S. 
Greenwood^s (James) English Grammar. Lond. 1728. 
Grotius (Hugo) de Jure Belli ac Pacis. Amst. 1670. 
Gruteri (Jani) Fax Artium Liberal. 8 vol. . Fr. 16Q2. 
Hermogenes Rhetor. Gr. Lat cum Sturmii scholiis. 8 vol. 

Bos. 1570. 
Herodian. Gr. Lat. Boederi Notis. Arg, 1694. 
— — Gr. Lat. Oxon. 1678. 
Herodotus Lat. Franc, 1595. 
Hesiodus Gr. Lqt Clerici Notis. 
Hierocles Gr. Lat. per Needham. Ccmt. 1709. 
Horatius in usum Deiphini. Lond. 17SS. 
Johnstcmi (Joan.) Idea Univ^%. Mediqnie. Amst. 1648. 
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Iti|lic. Gramm. Lanfredini. Fanr.. 1688. 

Ker (Joan.) Selectse Observat. Ling. Lat. Zond. 1709. 

£idder*d (Rich.) Comment, on the Pentateuch* % vol. Lomd. 

1694. 
Linacer (Tho.)de. Emend. Struct. Lat. Senn. R. Steph. 

1560. 
Liirius Tit. cum Annotat. Godelevsei. Froma. 1578. 
I ex Rec. Tho. Heorae. 8 vol Oxon. 1708. 

Longinus de Sublimitate Gr. Lat. Oxon, 1710. 
Ludanu^ Gr. Lat per Leedes. Ca/ni. 1704. 
Machiavelli (Nic.) Princeps. Lugd. Bat. 1^40. 
Macrobius Varior. Comment. 
Malalffi Historia Chronica. Oxon. 1691. 
Maximus (Valerius.) C Ptoyi^. 1674. , 

Maye (Georg.) Institutiones Ling. Hebr. Lugd. 16S2. 
Meursii (Jo.) Criticus Arnobianus. Lttgd* BaU 1698. 
' de Funere Rom. cui adjidtur de Puerperio. Hctg, 

1604. 
Misson, Nov. Yojage d'^Italie. 2 yoI. Hag. 1694. 
Moeris, Attidsta, de yocibus Attids et Hellenids. Martinus 

(Georg.) Gr. Lit. de Pronunc. Oxon. 1712. 
Munsteri (Seb.) Grammatica Hebr^ca. Btis. 1562. 
Nelson^s (lElob.) Fasts and Festivals. Lond. 1706. 
Nov. M eth. pour apprendre la Lang. Grecq. Far. 1678. 
Paterculus (Vdleius.) Oxon. 1711. 
Peirault, Hommes Illustres. Far. 1701. 
Plautus cum Varior. Notis. 2 vol. Amst. 1684. 
Pontani (Jacob.) Progymnasmata Latinitatis. Fr. 1648* 
De Pronunciatione vera Gr. et Lat. Comment. Bezse, Me« 

cherchi, Lipsii, &c. H. Steph. 1687. 
Relandi (Adriani) Analecta Rabbinica. UUr. 1702. 
Rhodigini (Coelii) Lectiones Antiquse. 8 tom. Lugd. 1662. 
Schedius (Elias) de Diis Germanis. 
Scoti (Alex.) Grammatica Grseca. Lugd, 1618. 
Senecse Tragoedise ex Rec. Scriverii. Ltigd. Bat. 1621. 
Sophocles Gr. Lat. cum Scholiis. Cant. 1666. 
Stephani (Hen.) Ciceronian. Lexicon. Gr. Lat. H. Steph. 



4m MISCELLANIES. 

Stepbam (Hen.) Vera Pfommciatio Liiig.^rr. Lat. H.Sieflh. 

1«7. 
Strads (Fam.) Prohiakxies Academice. Lagd. 1697. 
Tadani Ontao ad Grscos. 6r. Lat. Oxon. 1700. 
TerentiuB in usum DdphinL Lond» 1728. 
Tarenoe, lea Comedies, par Dader. S torn. Par. 16B9. 
Testamentum Nov. 6r. ex edit. Budc. Carii. 
Vegedi, Frandni, et aliorum de re militari Klin. TFifiMlMP. 

lOTO. 
Verrii Flaod quae extant, et Pomp. Festus Scafigeri Not. 

Gfn. 159S. 
Virgilius cum Nods Varior. 8 vol. 
Xenophon Gr. LaU 8 vol. Oxon. 1696. 
Zouchei (Ric) Quaestiones Juris Civilis. Oaean. 1660. 
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AcOLYTEi Colet no more 

at his taking preferment, 20. 
Albert's <' FarFaliogicialia,*' 157. 
Alcock, John, bishop of Ely, 

endows a school at Kingston- 

upon-HuU,9i. 
Aleyn, Dr. afterwards archbi- 
. shop of Dublin, a legatee of 

dean Colet, 202. 
Ammoniiis, And. fab death, i86. 

hia dbaractor, iSl/. 
Andreas, Been.. tutor to prince 

Arthiir, 109. 
Andrew, 'Nbt, benefintor to St. 

Paurs school, 226. 
Andrews, Lancelot, bishop of 

Winfcon, 3^2. 
Antlin*8» St*, church, beautified 

by air H. Colet, 6. 
Appleby, a school there, 91. 
Aquinas, Tho. not aflected by 

Colet, 49. 
Arthur, prince, bom in. sir U. 

Colet*s mayoralty, 2, 109. 
Ascham, Rog. 326. 
Ascough, Philip, high master 

of St. Paul's school, 331. 
Athenians sacrificed a rain to 

Conidas the instructor of 

Theseus, 326. 
Auriculair Confession condemn- 
ed by Colet, 68. 
Aylmer, bishop, 343. 
Aylmer, sir Laur. fined by the 

king's officers, 5. 
Bachelor of divinity^ what re- 
quired for that d^ree, 46. 
3«gfi>rd the antiquary, 229. 
Balers acoawnt of Colet's writ- 



Banbrughe, John^ a legatee in 

dean Colet's wJll^ 202* 
Basil, St. on Isaiah, tcandated 

by Erasmus, 151. . 
Bentley, Dr. Rich, his epitaph 

on Roger Cotes, 370^ 
Binton, school there, 90. 
Bloys, Henry de, bishop of 

Winchester, 105. 
Blondele, RichsErd, an aocquht 

ot 35^- 
Bond, R. 326. 
Botevant, prebend in thechurch 

of York, 18. 
Bow and arrows, the way of 

teaching the alphabet by 

them, 156. 
Boyrbbhop, the superstition of 

Colet's time, 124. 
Bradford, Sam. iHshop of Ro-* 

Chester, 373. 
Bricot, friar, Colet's enemy, 1 8 1 • 
Brome, Colet's friend, 29. 
Broughton, Hugh, .322. 
Brounsby, prebend in'thechmeh 

of St. Paul, 185. 
Brundly school, 326. 
Bttcer, Mart. 84. 
Buchanan s book for the use of 

the eari of Cassils, 122. 
Budsus, Will, a friend of Colet» 

21. letter to him about Co- 
let's death, 204. 
Burton, Win. an account o^ 

344*. 
Cain, dbpute between Erasmus 

and Colet about his offence, 
34- 
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Calaajy Dr. Boy. an aoopmit 

0^354- 
C«mbn^;e» the tHite of it in 

Colet*ft tiiiie» i6. 
Camdeo, Will, aeooimt ^^ 343. 
Capd, sir Will* his proteca* 

tioD, 5. 
CamcUaiiy Pet. excused fit>iii 

paying a tubtidy to the long, 

193. 
Caanliy earl of, laa* 
Cafe, sir Ambrose, 330. 
Cecyl, secretary, 3^^* 
Celibacy of the clergy, infinite 

scandals thereof, loi. 
Chaloner, sirTho. 330. 
Chancellors, why to called, 104. 
Charles V. emperor, enterUined 

by ^ing Henry VIII. 119. 
Chamock, Rich, very hospita* 

ble to Erasmus at Oxford, 

38. recommends him to Co- 
let, 39. 
Cheap, West, cross rebuilt in a 

beautiful manner, 3. 
Chichester, ichool there, 90. 
Churchill, John duke of Maribo- 

rough, an account of him, 

37«- 
Cirencester, school there, 90. 

Claymond, Jo. Erasmus's letter 
to him, 107. 

Cocles, Pet. relieved by dean 
Colet, 85. 

Colet, Christian, mother of John 
Colet, of the family of the 
Knevets, 7. had children 
twenty-two, eleven sons and 
eleven daughters, who all died 
before her, ib. her patience 
under the loss of them, 9. 
dies above the age of ninety, 
ib. 

Colet, sir Henry, father to Dr. 
Colet, I. his wisdom and ho- 
nesty, ib. wealth and riches, 
ib. elder sheriff of London 
17th Edw. IV. 3. no friend 



to Richard m. ib. a great 
finroorite of Henry VIL ib. 
kifd mayor of London in die 
beginning <yf this reign, ib. 
his carver, John Perdval, 
made sheriff of London, 3. 
courage in ctiificult times, ib. 
justice upon a pe^uied per- 
son, ib. gives his single bond 
for the public fiiith, 4. a 
copy of the bond, 377. puts 
his seal to a public treaty, 
4. protected from Dudley 
and Empson, ibid. lord 
mayor a second time, 6. re- 
pairs the church of St. An- 
thony, and gives a window, 
ib. benefrctor to the church 
of great St. Mary in Cam* 
bridge, ib. death and burial 
at Stepney, ib. his will, 398. 
Colet, John, dean, eldest son 
of his parents, 7. bom at 
London in St. Antlin*s pa- 
rish, ib. educated in the 
school of that parish, 8. 
early disposition to piety and 
religion, 10. studies divinity 
at Oxon, ib. ignorance of the 
Greek tongue, 13. chooses 
hn profession, 18. presented 
to his first living, Denyngton 
in Suffolk, by sir William 
Knevet, ib. to a prebend in 
the church of York, ib. to 
Thryning in Huntingdon- 
shire by his father, 19. only 
acolite when presented to his 
benefices, 30. canon of St 
Martin*s-le-6rand, ib« tra- 
vels into France and Italy, 
21. natural propensities, 23. 
return to Oxford, 26. divi- 
nity lecture in Oxon, 28. ac- 
quaintance there with Eras- 
mus and Chamock, 38. dis- 
putation with Erasmus about 
the agonies of our Saviour, 
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38; 'aversion to tbe school- 
inen> 47. is made dean of 
St Paul's and doctor of di- 
vinity, 56. table, and way of 
life, 72. is made rector of 
the gild in St. PauPs, 75. 
troubles from the bishop of 
London and others, 78. ar- 
ticles upon which he was 
prosecuted, 80. design in 
founding his school, 91. fa- 
miliarity with sir Thomas 
More, 139. sermon before^ 
the clergy in convocation, 
160. a copy of the sermon, 
239. a translation of it, 25 1 . 
account of his writings, 173. 
deliverance, and the king's 
iavour to him, 181. preacher 
in ordinary to the king, and 
privy counsellor^ 1 85. settles 
the afiairs of his church, i99.- 

. his last will, 201,400,403. 
estate, 225,278. epitaph, 227. 
letters to Erasmus and others, 
265 — 273. his Institudon of 
a Christian Man, 381. Pro- 
heme to his Rudiments, 388. 

Colet, John, fellow-commoner 
of Clare hall, nearly related 
to Dr. Colet, 229. 

Cokt, Rob. esq. father to sir 
Henry, 6. 

Colet, otfiers of the same name, 
230. 

Colet, U^o. his death and bu- 
rial, 230. 

Collier, Jer. his omission of 
Colet's troubles, 84. 

CoUingwood, dean of Lichfield, 
introduces preaching in his 

. cathedral, 59. 

Compton, Spencer, 373. 

Conidas, instructor of Theseus, 
326. 

Cook, John, high master of St. 
Paul's school, his life, 318. 

Cooper, Spencer, 373. 



Corker^ William, account of 
him, 356. 

Cotes, Roger, account of, 369. 

Cromleholme, Sam. high mas- 
ter of St. Paul's school, his 
life, 325. 

Cumberland, bishop, an account 
of, 366. 

Curleus, Nic. an executor of 
DrColet's will, 203. 

Dancaster, Will, a l^tee in 
Dr. Colet's will, 202. Eras- 
mus's letter to him, 205. 

Davies, sir Thomas, account of, 

358.. 
Demetrius, 22. 

Denny, sir Anth. 3 1 7. acooiBit 

- of, 336. 

Denyngton in Suffolk, kept by 
, Colet to his death, 12, 231. 

Dionysius, his works read by 
Colet, 12. 

Divinity lectures, the subject of 
them formerly, 63. 

Doctor of grammar and rhe- 
toric, crowned with laurel, 
109. 

Dodingtou, George, account of> 

367. 
Dumesford, prebend in the 

church of Sarum, 19. 

Edward IV. founds a divinity 
lecture at Oxon, 46. 

Erasmus at Stepney with Colet, 
8. his ignorance of Greek at 
his coming to Cambridge, 
16. first essay in that lan- 
guage, ib. friendship with 
Colet, 28. friends in Eng- 
land, ib. tutor to lord Mont- 
joy and Tho. Grey of, the 
Dorset family, ib. diverted 
from going to Rome, ib. 
conversation at Oxford, 32. 
epistles to Colet, 3i» 39» 57. 
134, 274. cx>mpositions by 
him for St. Paul's school, 
1 24 — 1 29^ 3 84. opinion of 
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too modi Mwity« '54* ''^ 
hattj for the lefermatioD, 
185. had • pennon from 
Colet^ 903. is recotorocndcdl 
lo sir Henry Guildford bj 
dean Colet, 204. hit lamen- 
tation for the death of dean 
Cokt, ib. ** Concio de puero 
^ Jem," 185. '* Christiaoi 
** Hominii Insdtutum," 384. 

Bmpeon and Dudley's prosecu- 
tion of mayors and sherilb, 
5. dieir prosecution hinted 
at in the Latin Gnunmar, 
117. 

Eagius, I^uil, 84. 

Famabie, Tho. 393. 

Fam worth, a school there, 91. 

Ferdinand, Gundisalvus, 189. 

Fertar, Nic. a relation of dean 
Colet« 329. 

Fisher, Christ, entertains Eras- 
mus at Pfeuis, 57. 

Fisher, bishop John, chancellor 
of the univemity of Cam- 
bridge, 13. 

Htc-James, bishop of London, 
an enemy to Colet, 78. founds 
a school at Binton in Somer- 
setshire^ 90. 

Fordington prebendary in the 
church of Saniro, 1 89* 

Forfar, Archibald earl of,^ an 
account of him, 371. 

Fox, Rich, bishop of Winches- 
ter, only skilled in the Latin 
tongue, 13. 

France, the reason of travelling 
thither, 2 a. 

Francis king of France, his in- 
terview with Henry VUI. 

a23« 
French schoolmasters' cruelty, 

153- 

^Freeman, Thomas, high mas- 
ter of St. Paul's school, 318. 

Frith, John, his conquest over 
sir Tho. More, 145. 



Fuller^ Tho. his **AbA Redivi- 

** v«s" oeasnred, 217. 
Gagdnus's *' History ofFrBnee^** 

its chaiacler, 30. 
Gale, dean of YoHe, hb kind- 
ness to St Poll's school, 

336. 
Gale, Tho. D.D. high master 

of St. Bud's sdiool, his life, 

3^6. 
Gsmrd, Will, one of the ex- 

eeutoTB (^Br.Colet^ 303. 
Gentry, the way formerly used 

in their education, io6. 
Geoffge, Stp Sowork^ fraterm^ 

tlim, 184. 
Germany and northern parts 

neglected by English stu- 

.dents, 33. rel%ious houses 

there b^ter Uum in other 

places, 196. 
Gill, Aleit. sen. high master 

of St. Ftol's school, his life, 

333. 
Gill, Alex% Jun. high master 

of St. Paul's school, his Ufe, 

Gipps, Thomas, an account of, 

357- 
Gonel, Will. Erasmus's letter 

to him, 137. 
Gower, Humphrey, an account 

of, 360. 
Grafton, his account of Colet's 

foundation, 95. 
Grammar schook in London, 

104. 
Gravesend, Rich, de, bishop of 

London, his inventory, 77. 
Grocyne, Will, one of dbeab 

Colet's lecturers, 60, 219. 

named by Dr. Young in his 

will, 191. 
Guilford, sir Hen. a patron ot 

Erasmus, 203. 
Hale, near Wendovcr, blrdi-'' 

place of sir Henry Colet, 

I. 
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Harena, Elis. de, mother of 
Andrew AmmoDius, residuary 
executor to Andrew Ammo- 
nius, 187. 

Harman, John, bishop of Exe- 
ter, endows a school at Sut- 
ton Colfield, 91. 

Harrison, John, high master 
of St. Paul's school, his life, 

321- 
Hartgrave, master of Brundley 

school, 326. 
Henry VII. ^yours sir Henry 

Ck>let, 2. . 
Henry VIII. his kindness to 

dean Colet, 185. drawn to 

write against Luther, 147. 

bred a scholar, and skilled in 

divinity, 54. 
Heretics to be put to death, 

how proved by scripture, 175. 
Heriot, sir Will, lord mayor, a 

weak man, 4. 
Holland, Henry, his account of 

Colet, 217. 
Holland, its schools censured, 

156. 
Holt, John, first printed a 

grammar in England^ 118, 

119. 
Hooper, George, bishop of Bath 

' and Wells, 373. 
Hopwood, Rob. legatee of Dr. 
- Colet, 202. 
How, John, 369. 
Howson, John, 343. 
Jennings, Stephen, endows a 

school at Wolverhampton in 

Stafibrdshire, 91. 
" Institution of a Christian 

*• Man*' approved by Henry 

VIII. 127. 

Johnson, Samuel, account of, 

352. 
Jones, Rich, high master of 

St. Paul's school, 318. his 
life, ib. 
Ipswich, a school there, 91. 



Italy, why visited by our nobi- 
lity and gentry, 23. 

Ithel, Benj. esq. his picture of 
Dr. Colet, 224. 

Justus Jonas, his earnestness 
for the life of Colet, 211. 
an account. of, 397. . 

*' Juvencus" recommended, 157. 

Kennedy, Gilbert, earl of Cas- 
sils, 122. 

Kimbolton, built by the duke 
of Manchester, 372. 

Kingston-'upon-Hull, a school 
there, 91. 

Knevet, dean Colet's mother of 
that family, 7. 

Kneysworth, sir Tho. prosecut- 
ed by Empson, 5. 

" Lactantius" recommended by 
dean Colet, 15 7. 

Lancaster (house of) and York 
united, 2. 

Lane, Edw. an account of, 346. 

Langley John, high master 

. of St. Paul's school, his life, 

324- 

Langton, Tho. bishop of Win- 
chester, endows a school at 
Appleby in Westmorland, 91. 

Latimer, Hugh, his account of 

- dean Colet's trouble, 83. 

Latimer, Will, teaches bishop 
Fisher Greek, 14. 

Lee, Edw. adversary to Eras- 
mus, 206. 

Ldcester, Rob. Dudley, earl of, 
320. 

Leland, John, an account of, 

339- 
Leng, John, bishop of Norwich, 

373- 
Libanius' ''Declamations" first 

translated by Erasmus, 16. 
Lichfield, Dr. Will, chancellor 

of St. Paul's, his death, 189. 
Lilly, George, his '* Chronicle,'* 

97. character of Colet, 220. 

short account of him, 317* 

Ff 
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LUljr, Will hit trmk thnmd, 
22. fim high inastar of St. 
Fttil^t school, 95. writes 
some iNurU of tbe Comoion 
Onunmar, 113, 114, ii8» 
119. his life, 315. 

Linaoer, Tbo. stndies Greek at 
Florence, 21. his Omninar, 
121. 

Longlond, bishop, his character 
of Colet's preaching, 396. 

Lucca, in Italy, 187. 

Lucy, the ladj Theophila, 361. 

Lupset, Tho. a legatee in Dr. 
Colet's will, 202. Erasmus's 
letter to him about Colet's 
death, 206. account of, 333. 

Luther favoured by Erasmus, 
146. 

Macclesfield, a school there, 91. 

Migor, John, D.D. his Exposi* 
tion of St. Paul's Epistles in 
that cathedral, 61. 

Malin, or Malim, Wm. high 
master of St. Bull's school, 
his life, 320. 

Manchester, a school there, 90. 

Manchester, duke of, an ac- 
count of him, 371. 

Margaret countess of Richmond 
endows her school at Wyn- 
bonm in Dorsetshire, 91. 

Marlborough, duke of, see 
Churchill. 

Marshall, Dr. Nath. preaches at 
Mr. BlondePs funeral, 358. 

Mary, princess, king Henry 
VIII.'s daughter, Linacer's 
book designed for her use, 
121. 

Mary,rirgiD, Erasmus's Prayers 
of Inrocation in Cambridge 
to her, 131. 

Masters of St. Paul's school, 
list of, 315. 

^^SS^9 Dr. Rich, an account 

of. 3S4- 
Mercers repair sir H. Colet's 



tomb, 6,7. deanObletlesta 
them go f e moia of his achool, 

Melancthon, Phil, his judgoMnt 
of Linaoer's book, '*De e-' 
*' raendata Strvctnrm lAt 
" Serm." 120. 

Milton, John, an aooount of^ 

547- 

Mirandula, Jo. Pious, his com- 
plaint against the common 
way of educarion, 55. 

Monnox, Geo« mayor of Lon- 
don, endows a scbool at 
Waltham-Stow ia £8861,91. 

Monastic life much abused, 65, 
196. 

Monljoy, kcd, pupil of ^rss- 
mus, 26. 

More, sir Thomas, reads pub-^ 
lidy at Oxford on St. Aus- 
tin " de Civitate Dei," 27. 
used hardly by his £EUther at 
Oxford, ib. the greatest wit 
at that time in the island, 
35. his letter to Colet, 139* 
exposes the superstitions of 
the Romish church in hiA 
^'Utopia," 145. complaiBSof 
the vulgar method of teach- 
ing grammar, 157. writes to 
Erasmus an account of the 
death of Ammontus, 187* 
his opinion of Colet's ser- 
mon, 252. 

Morgan, Dr. a dignitary of St^ 
Paul's, ao2. a legatee of Dr. 
Colet's, ib. 

Morland, Beq)» high mASter of 
St. Paul's school, 332. 

Morton, archbiahop of Canter- 
bury, 118. 

Mulcaster, Rich, h^h master 
of St. Paul's school, his ,life, 
321. 

Munster, tumults there a great 
prejudice to the reformation, 
183. 
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Nevius^ John, maateir of the 
Lilian school at LevaiD, 1 38. 

Nelson^ Robert, an aceount of, 
361. 

Nevil, Al&L. his "Norvicus,** 
92. 

NichoUs, WilL an aocount of, 

,357- 
Nicodemus, his gospel affixed 

ta a pillar in Canterbury. 

64. 

Nightingale, Th. account of, 

333- 

North, sir £dw. 317, an ac- 
count of, 337. 

Northey, dir £dw. an account 
of, 373. 

I<towel, Alex, a great favourer 
of St. PauPs school, 342. 

CHdiuuB, bishop Hugh, founda- 
tion of his school at Man- 

. chester^QO. a common friend 
of learning, 194. his prefer- 
ments, ib. 

Odcford, the low estate of learn-' 
ing there in Colet*s time, 
15. lectures of Colet ther^ 
26. 

Pace, Dr. R. banters an igno- 
rant preacher, 50. great ad- 
vocate for the Greek tongue, 
52^ 203. dedication to Colet, 

Paget, sir Will. 3 1 7. an account 
of, 336. 

Parker, archbishop, bis account 
of Colet's prosecution, 1 76. 

PauPs epistles read upon by 
Dr» Colet, 45. 

Paul's school, inscriptions in, 
373. benefactors to, 376. 
sermons at the anniversary, 
379. catalogue of the library 
there, 409. 

Penton, Steph. principal of Ed- 
mund hall, 129. 

Pepys, Samuel, an account of, 

35^- 



Pttrcivalr lady Thomasin, en- 
dows a school at St. Mary 
Wike in Devonshire, 91. 

Percival, sir John, carver to sir 
H.. Colet, mayor, made she- 
riff by drinking to him, 3. 
endows a school at Maccles- 
field, 91. 

Ferry, gave exhibitions to St^ 
Paul's school, 226. 

Pett, Peter, an account of, 349. 

Philip king of Castile, cast upon ' 
the coast of Cornwall, 119. 
his arrival celebrated in La- 
tin verse by W. Lilye, ib. 

Physicians to be approved by 
the dean of Paul's, 184, 396. 

Pitts, too large in the works of 
his authors, 173. 

Plague at London, 89. at Cam- 
bridge, ib. 

Poet-laureatwhy so called, io8. 

Politianus, 22. 

Postlethwayte, John, high mas- 
ter of St. Paid's school, his 
life, 329. 

Prayers by Erasmus for the use 
of St. Paul's school, 129. 

Professor of divinity's blunder, 
176. 

Reynolds, Dr. Edw. bishop of 
Norwich, funeral sermon on 
J.Langleyr324,325. an ac- 
count of him, 355. 

Rhetoric, Colet's opinion of it, 

Richard de Grayesend, bishop 
of London, his inventory, 

Richmond, Maigaret countess 

of, see Margaret. 
Ritwyse, John, second high 

master of St. Paul's school, 

recommended by Erasmus, 

152. his life, 317. 
Rosewell, Samuel, account oi^ 

368. 
Rwilston, a school there, 90. 
p f 2 
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BmUmL Tho. Msliop of Dur- 
ham, endows a ackool at Ci- 
rencester, 90. 

Salem, how ioterpteted, 176. 

Scarborough, sir Charles, ac- 

. count ot, 350. 

Schoolmasters, Erasmus's de- 
fence of them, 148. 

Scribes, scarcity of them in 
England, 127. 

Sedulius recommended bj dean 
Colet to his school, 157. 

SeUin^, WilL 219. 

Senes in Tuscany, 193. 

Shene near Richmond, Dr. Co- 
let's house there* 222. 

Sherbom, Rob. bishop of St. 
David's, Colet's predecessor, 
his preferment, 56. founds a 
school at Roubton in Staf-' 
fordshire, 90. 

Shragar, Will, executor to Dr. 
Young, 191. 

Sixtine, John, Colet*s friend, a 
learned physician, 35. stu- 
dies at Oxford, ib. his death, 
191. 

Skelton, John, tutor of prince 
Henry, and poet-laureat, 109. 

Skinner, Will, executor to Dr. 
Young, 191. 

Smalridge, bishop, his epitaph 
on Nelson, 362. 

Smith, Jeremiah, 369. 

Smith, Robert, 370. 

Smith, Tho. translates Colet*s 
sermon, 249. an account of 
him, 356. 

Smith, Will, bishop of Lincoln, 
endows, a school at Farn- 
worth in Lancashire, 91. 

Sowle, John, a Carmelite, his 
lectures at St. Paul's, 62. 

Speusippus, hb oustoip in his 
school, 154. 

Stafford, Geo. his lectures at 
Cambridge, 28, 83. . 

Stanbridge, Jo. a noted gram- 



manan, 119. 
Standish, a bitter enemy to E- 

rasmus, 13. and to Colet, 

177. 
State of schools before dean 

Colet's foundation, 103. 
Statutes of St. F^'s school, 

302. 
Stepney, a house there left by 

dean Colet for the master of 

Sc Paul's, 8. 
SuMary Wike, a school there^ 

91. 
Stocdeus, 219. 
Stone, Walt, vicar of Stqpney, 

231. 
Story, Edw. bishop of Chiches- 
ter, founds a school there^ 

90. 

St. Stephen's chiqiel, Westmin- 
ster, 219. 

Sutton Colfield, a school there, 
91. 

Swart, Mart, in rebeUion, 2. 

Sweden, its monuments of an- 
tiquity, 23. 

Swinsted in Huntingdonshire, 
194. 

Talbot, nr John, 369. 

Taylor, John, 191. 

Theseus, feast of, 326. 

Thomists, their great prevalence, 

54- 
Throgmorton, Will. 191. 

Thyming in Huntingdonshire, 
Colet rector there,/ 19. 

Tobstal, Cuthb. a good Gfedsn, 
14. 

Tooke, Thomas, an account of, 
368. 

Trevor, sir John, an account of, 

370- 
Turin, the siege oC 217. 

Vannes, Peter de, 187. 

Vaughan, Edw. preferred by 

Colet, 185. 
Vergil, Polyd. contemporary 

with Colet, TO. 
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Vitellius, Corn, teaches Greek 

at Oxon, 95. 
Vives, Lud. 122. 
Urswicke, Christ. 18. 
« Utopia" of sir Tho. More, a- 

gainst superstition, 94. 
Wainfleet, bishop of Winton^ 

founds three schools, 107. 
Walthamstow, a school there, 

91- 
Wardeboys in Huntingdonshire, 

194. 
Warham, archbishop, protects 

Coiet, 82. approves of his 

convocation sermon, 159. 
Warner, Dr. reads lectures at 

Cambridge, 27. 
West, Nic. bishop of Ely, 192. 
Whitaker, Dr. Wm. account of, 

34©: 
Whitgift, John, archbishop of 

Canterbury, 8. 



Whittington, Robert, a gram- 
marian, 119. 

Wickam, Will. 15. 

Wolsey, cardinal, founds a 
school at Ipswich, 91. 

Wolverhampton, a school there, 
91. 

Wood, Ant. his account of Co- 
let's education, 1 2. 

Wotton, sir Henry, his remark 
on Henry VII. 56. 

Writhlington prebend of Sa- 
rum held by Ammonius, 189. 

Wymborn in Devonshire, a 
school there, 91. 

York, Colet prebendary there^ 
18. 

Young, Dr. 189. his prefer- 
ments, 190. 

Young, John, bishop of Calli- 
poli, 190. 
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